
EVANGELICAL BIBLE COLLEGE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
 
 

 

 

GOSPEL OF MARK. 

 
 

VOLUME 1. 
 
 

[CHAPTERS 1-4] 
 
 

by 
 
 

DR PETER MOSES 
REVISED - DR JOHN C McEWAN 

 
[BOOK 71A - 1 short version] 

 
REVISED Passover 2020 

 
 



EVANGELICAL BIBLE COLLEGE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

MARK VOLUME 1 1

WHO IS JESUS CHRIST? 
 
Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were 
accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a 
university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of 
Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the 
subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf 
agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf 
personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour. 
 
Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States jurists saying in part “I personally have 
investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also 
discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence 
it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal 
Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord” 
 
HOW CAN I BE SAVED? 
 
Salvation is available for all members of the human race. 
Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of 
God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with 
the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can 
he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than 
the working out of God's plan to save sinners. 
 
However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor 
wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's 
redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned 
away. 
 
How do I become a Christian? 
There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 
6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24). 
 
Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I 
need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16). 
 
Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He 
died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; 
Acts 16:31; 4:12). 
 
The results of Salvation 
The results of this are unbelievably wonderful: 
My sins are taken away (John 1:29), 
I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12), 
I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17), 
The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19), 
And I will never perish (John 10:28-30). 
 
This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite 
and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple 
instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31). 
 
© Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia 2020 -  
 
Many other Christian resources are available freely from our internet web site: www.ebcwa.org.au and 
www.http//ebcwa.free.org.nz  for weekly messages. 
 
For further information contact Dr Peter Moses at pjmoses@bigpond.com.au  or email Brian Huggett 
brianhuggett@bigpond.com.au 
 
We encourage you to freely copy and distribute these materials to your Pastor and friends. You only, need written 
permission from EBCWA if you intend using the materials in publications for resale. We encourage wide distribution 
freely! 
 
NOTE:  In this volume the text of the Gospel of Mark is reviewed verse by verse but parallel texts are noted 
at the start of each section and the application and doctrines relate to the whole story by using material from 
the other gospels. For composite evaluation please see Harmony of the Gospels volumes. 
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GOSPEL OF MARK 
 
THE POWER OF THE SERVANT OF GOD  
 
The Gospel of Mark shows us the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. In Mark 10:45 that work is focused on the cross.  Here 
we have the importance of the work of the Lord which has it’s focus on the cross and resurrection. It is the key to His 
Lordship and Kingship, and we will see His claims to be king and saviour are proved and demonstrated in and through in 
the Cross and Resurrection. 
 
Many people consider Mark to be the first Gospel written, but it appears that Matthew probably was, with Mark being the 
second or third.  
 
It is considered that it was an abbreviated Gospel with direct application to the church in Rome that was made up of free 
men and slaves. They were people who wanted a simpler “action edition” version of the Gospel that was in tune with 
their nature and character as people who focused on “doing” rather than “being”, or “talking”. 
 
Mark is the simplest of the four canonical Gospels and it should be the one that the new believer should be encouraged 
to start on. If you have a Gospel Service every Sunday night, start with the Gospel of Mark first and simply go through it 
week by week, and you will find that every section opens the door to a gospel message. It is also a good Gospel to use 
with the youth group in association with Proverbs. 
 
THE AUTHOR 
 
Mark was born ten or fifteen years after the Lord. He was only a teenager during the ministry of our Lord. He was given 
the Hebrew name of John which means Jehovah is gracious. His Roman name was Marcus which means hammer. It 
was quite common for men in the ancient world to have two or more names; one for each culture they moved regularly 
within.   Tradition records he was of the family of Levi, possible directly related back to Moses and Aaron. 
 
Mark was from a wealthy family in Jerusalem and involved with the Romans, so he was given a Roman name to move 
more easily in those circles.  Saul was the great apostle Paul’s given Hebrew name, but he had Paul as his name all 
along, as the Greek name he would have been known by in Greek circles. This practise remains common to the present 
day amongst the Jews. Mark was a cousin to Barnabus and his mother was Mary of Jerusalem. 
 
He lived near the valley of Kidron and the Garden of Gethsemane. In the early days of the Christian church in Jerusalem 
Mark’s home was a meeting place for the believers. While some believers were selling additional properties they had and 
giving to the poor, Mark’s mother Mary did not, and it was a property that was mightily used for the Lord and the growth o 
the early Church in Jerusalem.  Acts 5:31-5:2.  They would lose their house altogether in 67AD as the Early Church of 
Jerusalem had to flee the city before the final siege was re-applied by the Romans. 
 
The unnamed young man in Mark 14:50-52 probably was John Mark. He is an observer, looking and observing. This is 
the gospel of a young man, a man who met the Lord when he was a teenager. This Gospel is a mixture; a combination of 
two people looking at things through different eyes. The young eyes in the case are those of Mark while the older eyes 
are Peter’s.  In this Gospel therefore you have binocular vision, and you have the results that are possible when two Holy 
Spirit led men work together to the glory of God. 
 
Mark was very unstable in his early life, like many young men, but later on he became very mature and dependable, and 
as Paul was in his last years he asked that Mark come and see him. 2 Timothy 4:11. He was a young man who made 
good in the end. Mark was called ‘the stump fingered one”, according to a second century tradition as he was eligible to 
act as a Levitical priest so he cut off the tip of one finger. This made him ineligible to perform his priestly functions. He 
was a prepared person, accepting the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour and Lord, after having grown up amongst 
believers and having looked carefully into the facts. 
 
He travelled a lot serving his apprentership with his uncle Barnabas in Cyprus, then in Ephesus, Rome and other places.  
Paul was hard on Mark, expecting a great deal early on, but Barnabas was not.  After Mark and Paul fell out Barnabas 
took him on a restorative and teaching missionary journey, while Paul teamed up with Silas. There were therefore 
created two missionary teams. Eventually there was a full and loving reconciliation between Paul and John Mark.   
 
It is a lesson for us all; sometimes you are going to have disagreements with good men in the ministry. Make sure that 
the disagreement is on something important and remember the example of Paul, Mark and Barnabus. If you separate 
from another believer make sure that it is on good terms, and be ready to be restored later. 
 
The early fathers were all convinced that John Mark was the author of this Gospel. They also saw that Peter was very 
much involved here. Often in the eyewitness accounts Peter was there but Mark was not. In this Gospel you also have 
the most perceptive views of the failure of Peter.   These great men were Holy Spirit filled and so they were humble. 
Peter tells us that he failed the Lord, that he had said something, and the Lord had told him he was wrong, and the facts 
later proved Peter was wrong. We need to recognise where we fail, get up and keep moving as we see Peter do.  This is 
a Gospel that will highlight how gracious God is towards our weaknesses and human beings. 
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DATE OF THE GOSPEL AND PLACE OF WRITING 
 
There are two main views on the date and place of writing. It is probably written in the decade of the sixties, with the 
benefit of Matthew and Luke's Gospels already written as a framework. Scroggie puts it in the mid sixties with Luke at 60 
AD and Matthew some ten years earlier. The original recipients/readers of the Gospel, the Romans, were looking for 
action rather than dialogue, and so the Gospel focuses on what the Lord did. 
 
Matthew stresses prophecy, which did not really interest the Romans, and Luke stresses discourses, but the Romans 
wanted to see power and action. With the Gospel of Mark it is clear that it is two Jews writing for a Gentile group as 
where there is Aramaic the words are interpreted, which would not happen if it had been written for Jewish consumption. 
 
He also explains Jewish customs and explains such things as two mites in Roman terms. There is also a complete 
absence of Jewish Law in Mark. For the Romans the Jewish/Mosaic Law was not an issue. There is a description of the 
Mount of Olives, which would not be required for the Jewish reader.  This is a clue to the date, as the early church in 
Rome was very Jewish, but after Claudius ordered all Jews out of Rome, Acts 18:2.  Even though Jewish believers 
returned after Claudius’ death, the Jewish mix of the early church there shifted towards Gentile and stayed that way. 
 
The place of writing is thought to be in Rome or close to it. We do not know what happened to Mark after Paul’s 
execution. It is however quite likely that he was a martyr. He was associated with Egypt with Alexandria being a city 
where we are told he had part of his ministry. However there is no concrete evidence for that, or for Venice being his 
evangelism centre later in his life.   There will be a story to hear from John Mark in heaven! 
 
Of the Gospel of Mark about one third are the words of the Lord, which is less than those of Luke or Matthew. Matthew is 
methodical and massive, Luke is artistic and graceful, John abstract and profound, Mark is conversational, graphic, 
concise, vigorous, realistic and forceful.    It is the common man's version of the action-facts. 
 
There are eighty special words that he uses. He records 18 of the 35 miracles. It is written in a style that if you try and 
read it out loud you will become breathless. Mark emphasises the actions rather than the words of Christ and to show 
Him as the ever active servant. He shows Him a servant to give his life as a ransom for many. Turn to and read, Mark 
10:45. 
 
Mark only stresses the middle ministry and the last few weeks of the ministry of the Lord. He therefore leaves a lot of 
gaps, as he is drawing on the work of the others and can leave things out, as they are covered by Luke writing also in 
Rome, and earlier by Matthew. He emphasises these selected things for a reason. 
 
There is a pivot for Mark's Gospel in chapter 8:27-30. The issue in the Gospel for Peter and Mark is the key question, 
“what think ye of Christ?”  This is the one thing that the unbeliever must answer; it is a question on which a person’s 
eternal state will rest. The two halves of Mark's Gospel can be characterized as service up to chapter 8 and sacrifice 
afterwards. The Gospel begins with one man proclaiming the coming Christ, and ends with many proclaiming the Risen 
Christ. You start with a person saying, “prepare the way” and end with a person saying, “walk in the way that has been 
prepared”. 
 
THE GOSPEL 
 
It is a short Gospel.  A good way to ground people in the faith is to read the gospel aloud with the group and evaluate it 
together. Note the beginning and the end of the Gospel! 
 
In Mark 1:1-15 you are face to face with the Gospel message straight away. Look at the events covered.   John is 
expected, John arrives, he preaches, he baptises, Jesus is tested, John is imprisoned, Jesus preaches the gospel 
message of the coming kingdom! Everything is racing along, and it is going to the Cross. That is Mark’s point, and he 
does not waste words – the Cross must come before the Crown. 
 
Mark 16:1 – 20 talks about signs and wonders. In this chapter we have the resurrection. Mark knows what went on as he 
talked to the women involved; for they left from his house and returned there. They said that they were so frightened that 
they did not tell anybody. Eventually Mary Magdalene came out and met someone who she thought was the gardener. 
Mary had been a demon possessed prostitute, but has been transformed by the Lord. Mary meets the Risen Lord in the 
garden. She goes off and tells the disciples, possibly at John Mark’s house. The apostle John and Peter have their 
running race, which John wins but Peter goes into the tomb first. This little detail indicates Peter’s hand on the Gospel of 
Mark. We now have the shorthand version of the great commission.  
 
SIGNS, WONDERS AND MIRACLES  
 
Here we have signs and wonders tied into the great commission, whilst in Matthew and Luke we do not. Sometimes 
signs and wonders followed in Acts. Sometimes they did not. We should neither be surprised by their presence nor their 
absence. The gospel is preached anyway – we leave the work of the Holy Spirit to the Holy Spirit.   We don't tell God 
what to do, when to do it, and how to do it!  God doesn't need our “helpful suggestions”. 
 
The last verses in Mark are disputed, with the oldest manuscripts not containing them, but all things described here have 
occurred so the verses are not problematic. All the great manuscripts from the third and fourth centuries finish at verse 8, 
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but they do occur in later manuscripts. There is nothing in verses 17-20 that is not witnessed to in Acts and could not be 
true except the drinking of poison.  
 
We do need to remember that the average believer in the New Testament is not running around doing miracles. It is the 
apostles and those closely associated with the apostles who are doing the miracles in the New Testament; Peter and 
John, Paul and Barnabas, Paul and Silas. When the apostles were laying hands on the sick after Pentecost they did not 
have any failures in these early days or later when healing was Holy Spirit directed.    
 
God does not fail!  If they healed they were successful, while the gift operated within them, but it appeared to wane in 
use as the years went on.    God does not “run out of power”, nor does the gift “wane”, it is just used less often.  Miracles 
are still seen today, as they have been all throughout church history, but when genuine they are always 100% successful 
and they magnify the message and the Lord, never the person with the gift.   We are to expect the Lord to do whatever 
HE wishes to do – miracles ought not to rattle us at all! 
 
Paul could not heal Trophimus, 2 Timothy 4: 20, not because Paul was sinful, or had ceased to operate as a Spirit filled 
man, it was that the Lord had other plans. Paul was not upset, he simply carried on without him. Let us have the same 
attitude that Paul had; if the Lord gives miracles after our preaching we rejoice, but if there are no great signs we also 
rejoice in the salvation of the lost. There are some today who order the Holy Spirit around in a blasphemous and 
irreverent way, ordering miracles as if from a waiter at a restaurant. This is an evil, and is far from the spirit and practise 
of the apostles.  1 Corinthians 12:7-14. 
 
CREDENTIALS OF THE PERSON WORKING FOR THE LORD TODAY 
 
In 2 John 10 we read the list of the credentials of a person who claims to be working for God today. How do you judge 
the pastor teacher or the evangelist? Check out their doctrine, and their life = the fruit of the Holy Spirit test. Matthew 
7:13-23, Romans 8:5-9.  Do they believe the doctrines once delivered to the apostles or not?  Jude 3.  Do they walk in a 
godly fashion in their life?  Do not ask if they can work a miracle?  Miracles can be counterfeited by Satan, but he has 
never done a good job of the fruits of the Holy Spirit for he and his people are too self centred and narcissistic.   
 
In Matthew 7:13-23 the Lord notes, that there will be some who will heal the sick and raise the dead and the Lord will tell 
them that he never knew them. He will say on the last day depart from me I never knew you. Signs and wonders are 
nothing apart from the fact that the person has power. The question is where does the power come from? In Jude 3 we 
have the faith once delivered to the apostles. The test is doctrine and holiness of life. If the healer is sound in doctrine 
and holy in life, the healing may be of God. Don’t get side tracked by miracles, be focused on the Lord alone, and be 
attentive only to people who love, worship and serve Him! 
 
DIFFERENT MEANS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WORKING 
 
The Holy Spirit works in different ways in different circumstances and locations, according to the Father’s eternal plan, 
not our space-time limited expectations and desires.  Let us look at two locations for study; Antioch and Iconium.  It 
clearly shows that the outworking of the Holy Spirit varies from place to place. (Acts 15:22-35) (Antioch) (Acts 14.1-7) 
(Iconium) 
 
1. In Antioch there was preaching only.  At Iconium there was preaching and miracles. 
 
2. Believers cannot base a system of procedures on one successful operation, but be looking to see what God is doing. 

 
3. Because the Holy Spirit permitted miracles in Iconium it does not follow that there will be miracles everywhere. 
 
4. The same success was obtained at Antioch by the preaching and teaching of the Word without miracles. 
 

  5. The ministry of the believer must be related to the Holy Spirit.  Such a ministry may be communicated by doctrine or          
verbally and may or may not contain accompanying supernatural phenomena. 

 
6. The believer cannot compel the Holy Spirit to a type of procedure as at Iconium such as the tongues and healing that 
was used in the ancient world.  Because God permitted these things in the past it does not follow that they will be used in 
the present in all situations or any you might come across. 
 
7. The demand for healing miracles and tongues is tantamount to dictating to God, and this places the believer in 
opposition to the plan of God.  We obey and are directed – we don't direct the Lord. 
 
8. Miracles were always used to focus attention on the message from the word and were never used as a sign of 
spirituality and power: 
(i)   The message and not the miracles was always the important factor. 
(ii)  By emphasising miracles we either detract from the message or have no message at all.  The Holy Spirit always 
emphasises the message. 
(iii)  Today emphasis on miracles, tongues and healing obscures the issue of God's Word. 
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In Hebrews 2:1-4 we have the fruit of the Spirit as the true test of the gifts. The writer to the Hebrews follows the 
apostles. The great miracles were associated with the apostles, the ones who were with the Lord. How were the gifts 
received?  Genuine Holy Spirit given gifts are received according to the will of God. The Holy Spirit is in the business of 
working miracles, and giving the gift of miracles, but always as it is required in accordance with God’s plan, not for our 
amusement.  1 Corinthians 12:4-13. 
 
Puny and all too often stupid people ought not go around ordering God to do miracles. We do not say, I want the gift of 
miracles, for it is accordance with His will not ours. God makes/made the decisions, and our job is to walk with Him. 
There are many people in the healing ministry who claim the statements in Mark yet do not accept these other doctrines 
of the Scriptures. Beware of such men and women, for they attempt drama, not servant leadership. 
 
The issue for us is not seeking miracles or healings. Let the Lord look after that, if it is required, your God given/directed 
role is to preach the gospel. It is the gospel that saves not the miracles. If the Lord does miracles in your presence it 
should not surprise you, as every time that there is a conversion there is a miracle of the Holy Spirit’s work on people. It 
should not side track you from the gospel, which is the issue that leads to salvation. 
 
A lot of the signs and wonders that are done by unbelieving people today are built on the occult/demonic and not on 
Christ.   Even some so called “healing ministry work” is similar to occult Buddhism, with the name of Jesus used to give a 
nice flavour.  There are many fakes in this field, but also many deceptive demonic practitioners.  The book, “The 
Seduction of Christianity”, by Dave Hunt deals with this. The Lord often heals and does miracles, but most often when 
you are in a new area and giving the gospel for the first time to that people group.  God does the miracles, not the men 
and women who bring the gospel message – God is sovereign in these things. 
 
DIVISION OF THE GOSPEL 
 
The gospel of Mark is divided into sections,  
 
(A) the presentation of the King,   
 
(B) the action and reaction to the Lord's ministry,  
 
(C) confrontation with the religious leaders ,  
 
(D) a miracles section, and then into the pathway to the cross.  
 
Mark's treatment is not a strictly chronological treatment. Like Matthew he selects things that work for his theme.  
 
The miracles involve His power over nature, his power over demons, and his power over disease. There were many 
thousands of healings, but only 36 individual miracles are recorded in the Four Gospels. The miracles were to show that 
the Lord had power over all of nature, all the spiritual realm, and all disease, and death itself.    
 
Mark uses three words to describe miracles; wonders "teras", signs "semeion", and power "dunamis". All three words are 
joined together in Acts 2:22.   God showed His power in Jesus' life by the wonderful work that he did. Mark emphasises 
these things in his Gospel. 
 
There are five miracles involving nature, nine involving healing of men, and four miracles in the spirit world. Mark 
therefore records 18 miracles not including the miracle of the resurrection, which is the greatest miracle of all. The 
Christian has no need to feel embarrassed about miracles. The very sight of heavier than air planes flying is a miracle 
which would have been entirely impossible a hundred years ago, but gravity is still working. 
 
There is no difficulty in the Creator suspending any of the laws if He desires to, or of operating from a different physics 
basis altogether. A miracle is the work of God in this temporary universe of His Creation, and God may be utilising laws 
which He knows and we do not.  If miracles have/do not occur, then He is not who he claims to be – for if the Creator 
becomes a creature in the creation, HE will demonstrate in all spheres that HE is indeed creator.  He uses them to show 
that HE is the Lord and HE is the Lord of all. 
 
PIVOT IN THE GOSPEL 
 
The pivot in Mark's Gospel is in chapter 8 to the start of 9. The Lord questions his disciples as to what they think of Him.   
Peter gets it right. The Lord says that He is going to die and be resurrected and Peter says that He is not going to do 
that. The Lord responds to that by telling him to get behind Him Satan. This is evil because Peter’s words are the policy 
of Satan, trying to stop the cross, which is why he came. 
 
In verse 34 he talks about discipleship. He talks about taking up his cross and following Him and taking His yoke upon 
us. The gospel was well planned with many drafts being done and refined under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Mark 
wrote it so that it did the most that God wanted it to do in the shortest time and space. At this point he says that Messiah 
must die and rise again.  Who is He?  He is the Son of God.  If you accept Him you have to become His disciple, accept 
his tutoring and follow his words and ways. 
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The transfiguration in chapter 9 is important as it emphasises His deity and His work being accepted by the Father. We 
then have the ministry in Perea, and the return to Jerusalem, and then the death burial and resurrection. 
 
There are many short verses in chapter 15 with sentences that flow from one to another. It is very powerfully written. 
Everything is short, sharp and to the point. In Mark’s Gospel you get to the heart of the Lord’s action filled ministry life; 
you get the power of who he was/is and what happened. 
 
Mark was raised in a devout God fearing home. Children need to be brought up in the knowledge of the Lord and love 
the Lord.  Mark was however a quitter, and went home to mother. Acts 13:13, 15:36-41.  As far as Paul was concerned 
he “wimped out” and Paul wouldn't take him anywhere again. It caused Paul and Barnabas to fall out. Even though he 
failed originally he grew under the mentoring of Barnabas and became the man he was able to be in Christ.  
 
On one of the great missionary journeys of history he went home to his mother, which was a disgrace, but the story does 
not end there, for he recovered with the right encouragement from Barnabas and Peter. When your work is finished you 
will be there standing in front of the Lord; we must not be quitters now, for while you live there is hope of further work.   
Mark and Barnabas are examples of the need for mature believers to take the younger men and women who have failed 
and mentor them to Holy Spirit taught strength.  Mark emphasises real people, real crises, real facts, real recovery, and 
this strengthens our own faith. It should have an impact on everything you do and say. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SERVICE 
 
JESUS CHRIST 
 
CHRIST:  DEITY OF CHRIST 
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CHAPTER 1 
 
PROLOGUE TO THE GOSPEL OF MARK 
 
MARK 1:1 
 
“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God;” 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
Each of the Four Canonical Gospels has a different starting point. Mark starts with the ministry of John the Baptist while 
Matthew starts with the birth of the King. 
 
Because the purpose of Mark is to emphasize the role of Jesus Christ as the Saviour of mankind, Mark commences his 
Gospel with the public ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
APPLICATION 
 
It is always of critical importance that the Lord Jesus Christ is kept in focus at all times for the whole of the Bible revolves 
around the person and work of our Lord 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
GOSPEL OF SALVATION 
 

 
 
THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST AT THE JORDAN 
 
MARK 1:2-8   [MATTHEW 3:1-12, LUKE 3:1-8, JOHN 1:19-28]   see HARMONY 74-2 
 
2  As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way 
before thee. 3  The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight. 4  John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. 5  
And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the 
river of Jordan, confessing their sins. 6  And John was clothed with camel's hair, and with a girdle of a skin 
about his loins; and he did eat locusts and wild honey; 7  And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier 
than I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose. 8  I indeed have baptized 
you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS - MARK 
 
2  As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way 
before thee. 3  The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight. 
 
It is noted that Peter’s summary to Cornelius in Acts10:37-43 is very much like the outline of Mark’s Gospel commencing 
with the John the Baptist. 
“ 37  That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism 
which John preached; 38  How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about 
doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. 39  And we are witnesses of all 
things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree: 40  Him God 
raised up the third day, and showed him openly; 41  Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even 
to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose from the dead. 42 And he commanded us to preach unto the people, 
and to testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead. 43 To him give all the prophets 
witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.” 
 
The quotations in this verse comes from Isaiah 40:3, “The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way 
of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.”  And Malachi 3:1, “Behold, I will send my messenger, 
and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the 
messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.” 
 
In the case of Isaiah, “The voice of one crying”, dealt originally with God coming to his people to deliver them from their 
captivity in Babylon. So the prophet cries like a voice in the wilderness to make ready for the coming of God to dwell 
amongst mankind.  As the Lord spoke through his prophets to deliver the people from slavery in the Babylonian Exile, 
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just so John the Baptist will speak to deliver the people from their dead slavery to legalism and point them to the Messiah 
who has come, Immanuel, as the God-Man stepping into history to provide the gift of eternal life through his work. 
 
When the committee from the Sanhedrin came to ask John who he was, he used this very language of Isaiah. He was 
only a voice, but we can still hear the echo of that voice through the corridor of the centuries.  He was obedient to the 
instructions of God he had received as a prophet.  The perfect tense of the verb “written” reminds us that prophetic words 
written in the scripture have eternal significance – their results go on forever. 
 
4  John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.  5  And 
there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 
The coming of John the Baptizer was the real beginning of the spoken message about Christ. He is described as the 
baptizing one in the wilderness.  The baptizing took place in the River Jordan, which was included in the general term the 
wilderness, or the deserted region, and pastoral region of Judea. 
 
The baptism was on the basis of the repentance and confession of sin, and as Paul later explained in Romans 6:4, was a 
picture of the death to sin and resurrection to new life in Christ. This symbol was already in use by the Jews for 
proselytes who became Jews. As stated before John is treating the Jewish nation as pagans who need to repent, to 
confess their sins, and to come back to the kingdom of God. The baptism in the Jordan was the objective challenge to 
the people to clean up their lives from religious hypocrisy and prepare to meet their Messiah. 
 
6  And John was clothed with camel's hair, and with a girdle of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts and 
wild honey;  
 
Here Mark says that John was clothed with camel’s hair garments. In Matthew 3:4 it is shown as a garment made of the 
course camel’s hair. The clothing was, of course, not camel’s skin, but rough hard wearing cloth woven of camel’s hair, 
most commonly used to make tents.  Perfect tense used again – indicating lasting results, this was his permanent 
clothing.  While not being the only things he ate, two items were unusual for their day amongst settled communities. 
Dried locusts are considered palatable and the wild honey, or “mountain honey” as some versions give it was plentiful in 
the clefts of the rocks. Some Bedouins still make their living today by gathering this wild honey out of the rocks. 
 
7  And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy 
to stoop down and unloose. 8  I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost. 
 
The latchet was the thong of the sandal which held it together. When any guest came into a house in the ancient world 
the action of taking off the shoes was performed by a slave. The slave then washed the feet of the guest before entering 
into the living area. 
 
The contrast in the baptism performed by John, which was purely ritual, rather than the baptism that Jesus will institute 
through his work, which is real and of the utmost importance.  John sees that his role is to be a support player in the 
unfolding drama of redemption, and he does not seek to “talk up” his role.   
 
PROPHECY 
 
MESSENGER BEFORE THE LORD 
 
PROPHECY 
 
 Malachi 3:1 (425 BC): Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before 
me: and the LORD, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of 
the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. 
 
Malachi prophesied of the provision of a messenger to precede the Lord, to preach the good news and prepare the way 
for his arrival. 
 
FULFILLMENT 
 
 Mark 1:2; [30 AD] - As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy 
face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. 
 
Luke 1:76,77 [30 AD] And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou 
shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 77  To give knowledge of 
salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins, 
 
 Luke 7:27,28 (30 AD): This is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before 
thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. 28  For I say unto you, Among those 
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that are born of women there is not a  greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he that 
is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.  
 
1. John the Baptist is shown to be the messenger before the Lord predicted by Malachi. 
2. John prepared the way for Jesus Christ by calling the attention of the Jews to the need to repent. 
3. John is stated to be the greatest of the prophets, but less than the least in the kingdom of heaven: showing that the 
greatest which man can do is far less than what God can do through man, or what we will be like in our future state (1 
Corinthians 15:22). 
 
 
APPLICATION 
 
Some preachers start with crowds and drive them away and this is not necessarily wrong – if the preacher has a ministry 
of warning to people who hate the truth. 
 
We all have different roles to play in the plan of God and we should find out what that role is and develop it under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
 
We should not compromise with powerful people if it is going to spoil our testimony for the Lord. 
 
We must remember that we represent the Lord Jesus Christ on this earth and to him must go all the glory. 
 
We also are voices for our Lord telling others about Him, ensuring that we do not embellish or get in the way of the One 
who is the way, the truth and the life. 
 
We do not need to be in a prominent position in society to be effective in our Christian walk.  
 
If we are challenged by religion we are to separate from it so that we do not become compromised in our Christian walk. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
JOHN THE BAPTIST – HERALD   BAPTISM 
 
BAPTISM OF FIRE     BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
 
 
 
JESUS BAPTISED AND WITNESSED TO BY JOHN 
 
MARK 1:9-11  [MATTHEW 3:13-17, LUKE 3:21-23, JOHN 1:29-34]   see HARMONY 74-2 
 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
9  And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in 
Jordan. 10  And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove 
descending upon him: 11  And there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased. 
 
Mark is as fond of “straightway”, as Matthew is of the word “then”. 
 
Opened means “Rent asunder”. The heavens according to Mark are split like a garment; present passive participle.  
 
The main additional material we obtain from Mark is in relation to the appearance of a dove. 
 
Jesus saw the heavens parting as he came up out of the water, a more vivid and dynamic picture than the “opened” in 
both Matthew and Luke.  
 
Also we know from John’s Gospel, that John the Baptist saw all this, and testified to it, and he saw the Holy Spirit coming 
down upon Jesus as a dove.  
 
The Cerinthian Gnostic apostates used this truth and took the dove to mean the heavenly “aeon” of the “Christ-identity” 
that here descended upon the man Jesus and remained with him till the Cross, when it left him……  This is an ancient 
example of the modern liberal distinction between the “Jesus of history” and the theological “Christ of faith”, and is as 
false now as it was then.  The Jesus of History is the Lord Jesus Christ; the Messiah, Saviour, King. 
 
APPLICATION 
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Here we see obedience in the action of John the Baptist. He had been told by God to go into the wilderness and baptize 
people in the Jordan at the place of eternity where 1500 years previously Joshua, whose name is the Hebrew form of the 
Greek “Jesus”, had placed stones representing identification with the Messiah. 
 
John conducted the baptism of Jesus and saw the dove coming down on Him, showing this is the one who he was to 
prepare for; “the Lamb of God who taketh away the sins of the world”. 
 
All sin was put on the Lord Jesus Christ who paid the penalty for all humanity, so that all could be saved. He thus 
provided unlimited atonement. 1 John 2:1-2, Revelation 20:11-15. 
 
Thus all men have the door of reconciliation open to them with the righteousness and justice of God perfectly satisfied by 
the perfect sacrifice.  
 
Faith is the response of the unbeliever as he recognises what God has done for him. 
 
The Calvinist theologian however says that Christ died only for the sins of those who become believers through faith in 
Him.  
 
The fact is however that Christ died for the sins of the whole world, but that sacrifice is only brought through to a 
satisfactory conclusion in those who do believe. 
 
It also rejects the liberal view which says all will be saved in the end. This is why liberal ministers can give Christian 
burials to all sorts of people, believers as well as unbelievers. 
 
 Every person has to decide what they are going to do with the Lamb of God; will they accept, ignore, or reject?  The 
consequences for these decisions are eternal – for to ignore the work and person of Jesus is to insult Love, mercy and 
grace, and so to spend eternity without any of these things! 
 
To reject His person and work is to decide to stand on your own merit, believing you don't need a Saviour at all.   It is to 
be as arrogant as Satan and the fallen angels were, and so such a decision means that unbeliever stands upon their own 
“works”, as being good enough to enter heaven.  They are wrong, and Revelation 20:11-15 makes clear they have their 
“day in court”, but see then that the blood of Christ was indeed shed for them, and that their works are inferior by far to 
the works of Jesus for them – they have no defence and join Satan in the Lake of Fire forever. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
HOLY SPIRIT:  SYMBOLS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
Notes 
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THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS - WILDERNESS OF JUDEA 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
In the previous passage the Lord Jesus Christ has been baptised in the Jordan by John to “fulfil all righteousness”. He 
has been publicly declared to be God become Man, the Son of God – Immanuel – Messiah - the Saviour-King.  
 
Immediately after the baptism he is taken by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted in all areas that man is 
tempted in, but also with three very specific temptations.  These test the areas of volition in body, soul, and spirit.  They 
test the very areas of volition where Eve failed completely in Genesis 3 when she was tempted by the devil in the garden. 
 
These specific temptations are part of a divine plan, and all the synoptics point this out. God’s aim was to demonstrate 
that not only was Jesus sinless, and was able not to sin, but to prove that he was able to reject all the sins that would 
place the will of mankind above the will of God. 
 
The theological way of saying all this is as follows.  “The Deity of Christ is not able to sin and is not temptable. The 
humanity of Christ is not liable to sin but is temptable. The person of Christ is therefore temptable but not liable to sin.” 
 
Concepts of the temptations of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
1. He did not have an old sin nature, exactly in the same way as Adam was created without a sin nature.   
 
2. He is virgin born and therefore without the inherited sinful nature that comes by way of the male. 
 
3. Both the first and last Adam were tempted by Satan himself using every device, with the purpose of acting 
independently to the Word of God, and inviting a decision away from the clearly revealed Plan of God. 
 
4. In the case of the first Adam Satan was successful but in the case of the Second Adam he was completely 
unsuccessful. 
 
5. The three temptations in Matthew and Luke Chapter 4 are temptations which no one in the human race has faced 
before or since, but we face analogous ones – to walk away from God’s revealed “narrow path” for us.  
 
6. We are told in Hebrews 4:15 that He was tempted in every way that we are yet without sin. 
 
 
 
 
MARK 1:12-13   [MATTHEW 4:1-11, LUKE 4:1-13]  see HARMONY 74-2 
 
12  And immediately the spirit driveth him into the wilderness. 13  And he was there in the wilderness forty days, 
tempted of Satan; and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto him. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS  
 
12  And immediately the spirit driveth him into the wilderness. 
 
In Matthew and Luke we have the word “led” while in Mark we have the word ‘ekballo’, which means “to throw out” and 
indicates the strongest possible guidance of the Holy Spirit in relation to the next part of the plan of God. 
 
The forty days in the wilderness were under the direct guidance of the Holy Spirit. The entire earthly life of Jesus was 
bound up with the Holy Spirit from his birth to his death and resurrection. 

 
13  And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with the wild beasts; and the 
angels ministered unto him. 
 
Mark does not give the narrative of the three temptations that are explained in Matthew and Luke, but adds this little 
touch about the wild beasts in the wilderness.  This is one of the indicators that Mark, and Peter have both Gospels in 
front of them, and so do not have to repeat the detail. 

 

It was the haunt at night of the wolf, the boar, the hyena, the jackal, and the lion.  It was a lonely and depressing place 
where these events occurred in its isolation, and a very dangerous place.  The angels did come and they ministered also, 
the imperfect tense shows that they kept it up till he was cheered and strengthened.  

 
APPLICATION 
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By application, after a great spiritual victory you are always vulnerable to temptation.  It was a dangerous place physically 
but Jesus was safe there, as he was in the Divine Plan for his life.  So are we safe, when we walk with Him in His Plan 
for our earthly lives. 
 
These temptations were unique, as they included turning stones into bread, being offered the kingdoms of the world and 
leaping from the pinnacle of the Temple in Jerusalem.  We cannot be tempted in these areas.  
 
Therefore we can be hungry but never relieve the hunger by turning stones into bread. In principle however we are often 
tempted to operate independently to the Holy Spirit and meet our own physical, approbation, power needs, rather than 
walk with the Lord.  Jeremiah 45. 
 
Satan's idea is to promote our own will, and he works against God's work.  This happens individually to us all, but also 
Satan will ultimately set up a “One World” system whereby all people work together on the earth under the Anti-Christ, 
who argues that mankind can do all that is required for world peace and prosperity, and for eternity without the need of 
God.  His concept is a false satanic Millennium – and it turns rapidly into the “Great Tribulation”. 
 
By application, do we jump ahead of, or think we know better than the Plan of God? This can be done in a number of 
ways; for example, taking lust based decisions, meeting human needs without reference to the Plan of God for your life 
at each point, and even at the extreme end, committing suicide as Judas will do. 
 
Many people are full of food but unhappy, wallets full, but life empty and miserable. They may have friends and 
possessions but without the fellowship of the Lord Jesus Christ, and eternally significant meaning within the Plan of God, 
they are not truly alive, nor can they have peace with joy, for all they value will certainly end in death.  John 10:10. 
 
It isn't food, friends, wealth, power and possessions that count, it is the secure enjoyment of the promises of God behind 
the food which is important. You may not have food, but you always have the promises behind the food. While bread is 
required to sustain life it is just a detail of life, like money, houses, jobs and all other “details” in the eternal plan. 
Therefore what really sustains the believer in the Christian life is the promises of God that exist only within the eternal 
Plan of God. 
 
When times of testing occurs it is not what is revealed in the Bible that is important; it is what you are able to retrieve 
from the Bible that can alone guide you, and you must have this resident in your mind in advance of the test. 
 
The widow who gave two mites walked into the Temple with the Promises of God and walked out with the Promises of 
God. What do we value, what do we place emphasis upon in our use of time? 
 
Dependence on God and fulfilling the Plan of God depends on our knowledge/application of the Word of God.  
 
The believer can only become spiritually self sustaining by feeding on the Word and converting the Word into strength. cf 
Physical food. 
 
It can be seen from the second temptation that not all Scripture applies to every situation.   “A text out of its context is a 
pretext”.  Dr David L Cooper. 
 
The more mature a person is in the Word of God the more able he/she is to apply the appropriate Scripture to a situation. 
 
The words, “him alone thou shalt serve”, quoted by our Lord in repelling the offer of the kingdoms of the world and their 
glamour needs to be applied today.   We are to serve, worship and follow the Lord God alone. 

 

Jesus will warn men against trying to serve God and mammon in Matthew 6:24.  Satan as the lord of the evil world 
constantly tries to win men to the service of the world and obscure their obligation to serve God.  

 
DOCTRINES 
 
HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY TO JESUS CHRIST 
 
ANGELS:  SATAN - ADVERSARY 
 
ANGELS 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  MATURITY - CROSS TO THE CROWN 
 
CHRIST:  KENOSIS OF CHRIST 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FASTING 
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COMMENCEMENT OF CHRIST'S MINISTRY IN GALILEE 
 
 
MARK 1:14,15   [MATTHEW 4:12-17, LUKE 4:14-15]   see HARMONY 74-3 
 
14  Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 
15  And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS  
 
14  Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 
 
Here Mark begins the narrative of the active public ministry of Jesus, and he is followed by Matthew and Luke. Mark 
undoubtedly follows the preaching content of Peter that he learned from the Lord.  The apostles in their preaching, “told 
the story of Jesus life and work”, and we are to do likewise.  His words alone save, ours must point to Him! 
 
But for the Fourth Gospel we should not know of the year of work in various parts of the land (Perea, Galilee, Judea, 
Samaria) preceding the Galilean ministry. John supplements the Synoptic Gospels at this point as he is led. The arrest of 
John had much to do with the departure of Jesus from Judea to Galilee.  
 
Preaching the gospel of God is the subjective genitive; “the gospel that comes from God”.  
 
Jesus took the same line as John, and proclaimed both repentance and the arrival of the kingdom of God, but in Jesus 
case the kingdom had arrived in the person of the king who was speaking to them.  
 
15  And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. 
 
Both the word for repent and that of belief are in the imperative mood, showing that the Lord was emphasising the 
necessity of a change in the mental attitude and behaviours of the hearers, as without a change there was no future for 
them.  The two perfect tenses of the verbs also remind us that the changes that the Lord ushers in are permanent – the 
results of acceptance and rejection both go on forever. 
 
There is no reference in the Old Testament to the Church, which as Paul states, is a “mystery doctrine” – one that was 
unknown before the Lord’s completed ministry and Israel’s rejection of Messiah as a nation. At this time in the Lord’s 
ministry before the sufferings of the Lord, the Kingdom of God on earth could still be offered as a possibility if Israel 
repented.  
 
Even after the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ there was an offer of the kingdom, but that was then 
postponed, for the Israelite people had as a whole rejected their Messiah.  The Church then takes up the responsibility of 
preaching the “kingdom of heaven”, until Israel is to be taken up again.  Romans 11 covers this subject. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
Each of us has a part to play in the Eternal Plan of God. The time is limited and we should act as a member of a team. 
 
When our term of service is over or curtailed the Lord provides for the message to go on through others. 
 
The messengers may be different through the centuries, but the message is eternal and unchangeable. 
 
We are going to encounter opposition if we are active in God’s work. 
 
To be effective in the Lord’s work we need to be controlled by the Holy Spirit.  Ephesians 5:12-21. 
 
It is our duty to seek out those who are sitting in the shadow of death, and to give the gospel to them. Much of the world 
is lying in wickedness, as wicked and wretched as was the land of Zebulon and Naphtali in the time of Jesus.  
 
The Lord Jesus was able to enlighten them and every Christian should regard it a privilege, as well as a duty, to imitate 
his Saviour in this, and to be permitted to show them the light of life.  
 
There are two words which are translated repent in the New Testament, the one used here metanoeo, (total life change 
direction involved) and another used for Judas is metamelomai, (feeling sorry for your sins – but no life change = useless 
emotionalism of no spiritual value, nor does it save!)   
 
As can be seen both are compound verbs with the first part a common feature “meta” which means to change. In the first 
case as stated above the change is in “noeo” your mind. The Greek word “melamai” is your emotional pattern and means 
to deeply regret – experience a change of feelings.  
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Whilst there can obviously be regret about one’s pre conversion lifestyle, regeneration comes with a change of attitude or 
mind about who Jesus Christ is, and who you are to be as a result of the meeting with the Saviour.  
 
Many consider him to be a miracle worker, a great example, a great teacher, but for genuine conversion we need to see 
Him as the God – Man (Immanuel) who personally died as our Saviour as full payment for our sins. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY TO JESUS CHRIST   GOSPEL OF SALVATION  
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  AMBASSADORSHIP 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
KINGDOM      LIGHT 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REPENTANCE   GOD:  SHEKINAH GLORY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CALL OF SIMON, ANDREW, JAMES AND JOHN  
 
MARK 1:16-20   [MATTHEW 4:18-22, LUKE 5:1-11]   see HARMONY 74-3 
 
16  Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea: for 
they were fishers. 17  And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of 
men. 18  And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him. 19  And when he had gone a little farther 
thence, he saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the ship mending their nets. 
20  And straightway he called them: and they left their father Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and 
went after him. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
16  Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea: for 
they were fishers. 17  And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of 
men. 18  And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him.  
 
In verse 16 we see Jesus passing along the shore of the Sea of Galilee. He catches this glimpse of the fishermen in 
action. The casting of the net literally means casting on both sides, now on one side, now on the other.  These men are 
professional, focused, persistent in their work, and energetic.  These are the natural strengths that make for good 
followers, who can learn and apply difficult truths into the fabric of their lives.  They will be “work in progress” for the three 
and a half years of the Lord’s mission, but they will learn and they love and believe in Him.  They remain baffled about 
the Lord’s “First Advent” ministry, and they do not see that the Cross must come before the Crown of the “Second 
Advent”, but they are teachable.   They mentor the character traits that in Holy Spirit power we must build. 

 

In verse 17 we see the Lord saying that they would become fishers of men over time. The conversion from fishermen to 
fishers of men would be a slow and long process, but Jesus could and would do it. He would undertake to make fishers 
of men out of fishermen, and He remains committed to this change in us all.  We must do what these men do, we must 
“follow Him”, not be followers of men.  We must feed on His Word and open ourselves to the Holy Spirit’s ministries 
within the daily fabric of our life choices. 

 
19  And when he had gone a little farther thence, he saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who 
also were in the ship mending their nets. 20  And straightway he called them: and they left their father Zebedee 
in the ship with the hired servants, and went after him. 
 
Mark adds a little detail here that Jesus went a little further along the beach. John and James were there, mending their 
nets. There were hired servants as well so it appears that they ran a profitable and significant fishing business. Their 
parents live mostly in Jerusalem and have a large house there close to the temple – they are a significantly rich family, 
but these two sons are “minding the family fishing business”, and their father is there with them.  James and John left the 
boat and their father with the hired servants to carry on with. The business would go on while they left, and became 
permanent followers of Jesus.  Their father hasn’t been “left carrying the load” as he has the servants to assist, and John 
and James’ mother will expect special treatment for her “boys” (in their 30s!) later, given that they gave up the family 
business to follow the Lord…..  Matthew 20:20-28, Mark 10:35ff. 
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APPLICATION 
 
You may meet the Lord and be impressed with Him, but it is the Lord who calls each to a specific path for us, and it is up 
to us individually to respond, and not look at other people’s paths, just walk our own, carrying our “own” cross.  Matthew 
16:24-26, Mark 8:34-37, John 21:15-25. 
 
To mature in the Christian life you must get your priorities right and put the Lord first in your scale of values. 

 

Jesus Christ says that He will never leave you nor forsake you.  Matthew 28:18-20. 

 

The Lord choses rather unusual, and often by world standards, unremarkable people to play important roles in the 
outworking of the plan of God, with each of us called to a different part in the Plan. 

 
Disciples of the Lord should humble themselves inn the sight of the Lord so they may be exalted in His own good time, 
for it is His Plan not ours.   1 Peter 5:5-10. 
 
We “are” not worthy to be with him, to be reckoned among his friends, or to dwell in heaven with him; but he came to 
seek the lost and to save the impure, and He will make us into the people we are called to be.  

 

He graciously condescends to dwell with those who are humble and contrite, though they are conscious that they are not 
worthy of his presence; and we may therefore come boldly to him, and ask him to receive us to his home, to an eternal 
dwelling with him in the heavens. 

 
All that Jesus asks is that we should leave “all” we have for him; that we should love him “more” than we do whatever 
friends or property we may possess, and be willing to give them all up when he requires it. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  EVANGELISM 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  EVANGELISM - NEW TESTAMENT PATTERN 
 
CHURCH:  APOSTLESHIP   PETER - DIVINE GUIDANCE 
 
JOHN THE DISCIPLE    CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OBEDIENCE 
 
Notes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CURE OF DEMONIAC IN THE SYNAGOGUE  
 
MARK 1:21-28   [LUKE 4:31-37]   see HARMONY 74-3 
 
21  And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the sabbath day he entered into the synagogue, and 
taught. 22  And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one that had authority, and not as 
the scribes. 23  And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, 24  Saying, Let 
us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who 
thou art, the Holy One of God. 25  And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. 26  And 
when the unclean spirit had torn him, and cried with a loud voice, he came out of him. 27  And they were all 
amazed, insomuch that they questioned among themselves, saying, What thing is this? What new doctrine is 
this? For with authority commandeth he even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him. 28  And immediately his 
fame spread abroad throughout all the region round about Galilee. 
 



EVANGELICAL BIBLE COLLEGE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

MARK VOLUME 1 17

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
21  And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the sabbath day he entered into the synagogue, and 
taught. 22  And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one that had authority, and not as 
the scribes. 
 
In verse 21 we see Jesus beginning to teach as soon as he was invited in the synagogue in Capernaum on the Sabbath. 
The synagogue in Capernaum gave the best opportunity for teaching as Jesus had now made Capernaum his head 
quarters after the rejection in Nazareth as explained before.  It was traditional for the ruler of the local synagogue to invite 
any visiting Rabbi to read the lesson and speak a few words on the passage chosen for that day.  Jesus reputation was 
such that the people were interested, but sadly it would prove “idle interest”, for they didn’t want life change, just an 
entertaining speaker.  Like too many today, they wanted religion that made no demands, but can be “acted out” weekly, 
but Jesus wants total commitment from each and every one of us, walking with Him each and every moment of the day.  

 

Jesus taught in all the Jewish synagogues he could; as opportunities were offered by the chief or leader of the 
synagogue. Jesus was an increasingly well known preacher for over a year when he began to teach in the Capernaum 
synagogue. His reputation had preceded him. Though our Saviour was not a “priest” of the Levitical order or an “officer” 
of the synagogue, yet we find him often taking this opportunity to teach His doctrines to the Jewish people that they might 
have the opportunity to respond to the truth he revealed about himself and God’s Plan for them. 

 

The service consisted of prayer, praise, reading of scripture, and exposition by any rabbi or other competent person. 
Often Paul was invited to speak at such meetings. We have seen before that Jesus, after reading the Scripture would 
give back the roll to the attendant, whose business it was to bring out the precious manuscript and return it to its place in 
the Ark at the front of the synagogue.  He would then sit and with all eyes on him, start to teach the things that this group 
needed to hear to respond to. 

 

One of the chief controversies in Christ’s life was with the scribes like the group present this day; they were the 
professional teachers of the scriptures, but more of what they called “the oral law” (Later Mishnah) and they were mainly 
Pharisees. The professional teachers quoted other rabbis rather than scripture, and felt their main function was to 
instruct in the traditions of the Jewish rabbis rather than teach the Word of God. The concentration on traditions made 
them into petty legalists, and their teachings destroyed the spiritual life of the nation, and led to its destruction. 

 

At once the people see that Jesus stands apart from that group of “rabbi quoting nit-pickers”. He taught the Word of God 
with authority; He made a sensation in the best sense of that word. There was a buzz of excitement at the new teacher 
that was increased by the miracle that followed the message.  He is challenging to see that one far greater than a rabbi 
of note has come to speak to them.  He wants them to see that Messiah has come amongst them, but they don't want 
that much change in their lives! 

 
23  And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, 24  Saying, Let us alone; 
what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art, 
the Holy One of God. 
 
In these verses we have a demon possessed man in a synagogue listening to the Lord Jesus Christ. He calls out 
pleading with the Lord to let things be. This is the satanic viewpoint. Matthew 16:21-23.  We forget too easily that satanic 
strategy just wants everything left as it is, with boring religion that makes no demands, changes nothing, and doesn't 
have “enthusiasts” running around demanding total life change!   The demon gives us a clue to satanic strategy, also to 
how effective it has been in Capernaum, for this congregation have not even spotted that they have a demon possessed 
man in their midst.  
 
The demon, a fallen angel, recognises the Lord of course, just as today they recognize Holy Spirit filled believers.  1 
John 4:4.   He realises that eventually he and all the fallen angels will be thrown into the Lake of Fire, which was 
prepared or “reserved” for Satan and his angels.  2 Peter 2:4, 17, 3:7, Jude 6, 13, Revelation 20:10-15. 
 
It is of interest that the rabbis who were supposed to be “holy men of God” and “shepherds of the sheep of God” had not 
spotted this demon indwelt man in the synagogue meeting.  They pretend to spiritual insight but have none – they are 
false shepherds and fake teachers of lies. 2 Corinthians 11:11-26.   Discernment is needed.  Matthew 7:13-23. 
 
Sometimes the fact that a person is demon indwelt is seen in the form of disease, highly unusual behavioural attributes 
or criminal behaviour, but there may be no outside sign at times, but a demon will always react in the close and 
challenging presence of a spiritually active believer – sadly there were none in this synagogue. This person however 
appeared normal to those there, until confronted by the Lord. The demon correctly identifies the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
Holy One of God, but the Lord never sought any open certification by satanic forces.  
 
He is called “the Holy One of God” because: 

 

1. Jesus was totally pure and holy. 
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2. Because Jesus was the only begotten Son of God - equal with the Father and the Holy Spirit. 

 

3. Because Jesus was anointed (set apart) to the work of the Messiah, the mediator between God and man. 

 
25  And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. 26  And when the unclean spirit had 
torn him, and cried with a loud voice, he came out of him. 
 
Jesus Christ is not going to have a demon witnessing for him on any matter, and so he rebukes the demon and in the 
Greek tells the demon to be muzzled. We know that a muzzled dog cannot bark, the muzzled demon was powerless to 
speak. 
 
The demon tries to make things as uncomfortable as possible for the man he has indwelt, and he contorts the man in a 
fit, screams or screeches, trying perhaps to delay or distract Jesus, but the demon must obey the Lord, and so comes 
out of him.  We see Jesus here having absolute power over demons, who have to obey and do exactly what the Lord 
says.   1 John 4:4 – this principle operates with the spiritual work of the Holy Spirit filled believer. 
 
Whilst not common in western society where materialism enslaves, Dr Moses has seen this phenomena in a remote 
village in Africa where after people have come forward for counselling and conversion having been challenged by an 
evangelical message, the possessed people have then writhed on the floor as the demons came out of them. 
 
It should be noted that a true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ cannot be indwelt by a demon, as the Holy Spirit will not 
share any believer with the satanic. However many are seduced by satanic viewpoints. 
 
27  And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among themselves, saying, What thing is this? 
what new doctrine is this? for with authority commandeth he even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him. 28  
And immediately his fame spread abroad throughout all the region round about Galilee. 
 
It had certainly been an extraordinary morning in the synagogue. First the Lord Jesus Christ had taught with authority. 
The teaching had been new and fresh which pleased the people but before long will be rejected violently by the hierarchy 
of Judaism. 
 
This had been followed by the removal of a demon from a person in the group purely by the instruction of the Lord who 
had been challenges verbally by the demon in front of them. It was certainly a major change from the droning on of the 
local rabbi speaking about customs, traditions, and rules.  God’s Word is alive and powerful, and when it is truly “let 
loose” by a spirit filled believing minister people notice that there is reality!   Modern liberalism and legalism are as boring 
and powerless as their older counterparts were. 
 
Later in Acts 8 Simon Magus could not understand how Simon Peter could do his miracles without some secret trick and 
even offered to buy the secrets, so he could be a better fake.  The satanic is always ready to use the straight fake, for 
he/she deceives and destroys the unwary, but real demon possession is another level altogether, and the malice of the 
enemy is always seen in the way demon possessed people are treated by the demon in the end. 
 
As a result of the healing ministry, and the dealing with the demonic, without the use of telephones or emails, his 
reputation was spread rapidly by word of mouth. The fame of this new teacher went out “everywhere” throughout all 
Galilee and the impression became prevalent that he was the promised Messiah. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
We should ensure that we teach the Word of God and apply it to our lives rather than the ritual and traditions of the 
church group we attend. 
 
God wants an obedient heart and not ritual. 
 
It is possible to have wolves in sheep clothing within the church. It is the duty of the church leadership to look out for 
those who are false brethren and protect the flock from them. 
 
We are told to resist the devil and he will flee from us.  
 
As a believer, “Greater is he that is in you [the Holy Spirit – God] than he who is in the world [Satan]”.  1 John 4:4. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
LEGALISM     ANGELS:  DEMONS 
 
ANGELS:  SATAN'S STRATEGY  ANGELS:  SATAN'S WORK 
 



EVANGELICAL BIBLE COLLEGE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

MARK VOLUME 1 19

 
CURE OF PETER'S WIFE'S MOTHER 
 
MARK 1:29-31   [MATTHEW 8:14-15, LUKE 4:38-39]   see HARMONY 74-3 
 
29  And forthwith, when they were come out of the synagogue, they entered into the house of Simon and 
Andrew, with James and John. 30  But Simon's wife's mother lay sick of a fever, and anon they tell him of her. 31  
And he came and took her by the hand, and lifted her up; and immediately the fever left her, and she ministered 
unto them. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
Here we see that after curing the demon possessed person at the synagogue they went to the house of Simon and 
Andrew.  Peter was married and both he and Andrew lived together in “Peter’s house”, with Peter’s wife and mother-in-
law.  Peter was evidently married before he began to follow Jesus.  
 
Each Gospel gives touches of its own to the story. Mark has “lay sick of a fever” = lay prostrate burning with fever. 
Matthew puts it, “stretched out with a fever”. While Luke states that she was “taken with a great fever”, a technical 
medical phrase, meaning it was a terminal disease that was in its last phase.  
 
They all mention the instant recovery and return to ministry without any convalescence. Mark and Matthew speak of the 
touch of Jesus on her hand, and Luke speaks of Jesus standing over her like a doctor observing closely before healing.  
 
Jesus had demonstrated his power over demons now he shows his power to immediately cure terminal diseases. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
We should remember that “with God nothing is impossible”, but miracles of healing and the like are the prerogative of 
God and are always done in accordance with the eternal plan of God for each individual. 
 
In the sixth chapter of the Revelation God allows further martyrdom by believers in the Tribulation even though those 
who have already been martyred are asking Him in heaven to deal with the regime which is doing this. The Lord says 
that they are to rest awhile until the proper time for action according to His plan. [Revelation 6:9-11] 
 
Healing miracles were used in the Bible to accredit men of God. Paul was able to heal often early in his ministry, but was 
not able(permitted) to heal Epaphroditus by his own gift, but he was healed later by the Lord. 
 
Different believers in the body of Christ have different spiritual gifts, which they can use for the benefit of the Church. 
Each of the gifts are serving gifts and all are important. Some of the early church gifts are not prominent today in the 
West, and yet we see them at times genuinely present in mission situations.  God’s Plan is working out, and the issue for 
each of us is to walk obediently in that plan, ready to be used for the ordinary of the miraculous at any time. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
MIRACLES: HEALING AND MIRACLES 
 
 
 
 
CURE OF MANY ON THE SAME EVENING 
 
MARK 1:32-34   [MATTHEW 8:16-17, LUKE 4:40-41]   see HARMONY 74-3 
 
32  And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto him all that were diseased, and them that were 
possessed with devils. 33  And all the city was gathered together at the door. 34  And he healed many that were 
sick of divers diseases, and cast out many devils; and suffered not the devils to speak, because they knew him. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
In verse 32 Mark combines the account by Matthew, “when even was come”, with Luke’s, “when the sun was setting”, 
giving both descriptions.   
 
The news about the casting out of the demon and the healing of Peter’s mother-in-law had spread all over Capernaum. 
The people brought needy people in a continuous stream as shown in the imperfect tense.  
 
In verse 33 Mark alone mentions that at the door of Peter’s house the whole city was gathered together (perfect tense – 
with lasting results for all who came for healing) there He is seeing with Peter’s eyes again.  
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Peter no doubt watched the beautiful scene with pride and gratitude as Jesus stood in his door and healed the great 
crowds in the glory of that sunset. He loved to tell this story afterwards.  These memories are precious to Peter. 

 

In verse 34 Jesus again tells the demons to be silent. As fallen angels they are well aware of who the Lord Jesus Christ 
is but testimony from demons is not appropriate, so the Lord commands them not to speak. 

 
It should be noted in Mark’s account that he makes a careful distinction between physical sickness and demon 
possession. Some theologians, even today, teach that all sickness are due to some kind of demon, or that these “demon 
possession” cases are simply epilepsy. This is false, with the Bible here and in many other places, clearly distinguishing 
between demonic activity and physical illnesses. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
There is the witness of the person’s life, which should clearly indicate that a person is a Christian. 
 
These healing miracles show clearly that Jesus was absolutely able to cure all the sick and demon possessed people in 
the world, and yet did not do so, for he came to be the Saviour, and die for the defeat of sin and death. 
 
This shows that while having great compassion upon people, the purpose of the miracles was to show people that the 
Messiah was with them. 
 
It is seen that demons, which are fallen angels, recognize Jesus Christ as the Son of God but this fact does not give 
them comfort or salvation, as James states, “the demons believe and they tremble”.  James 2:19. 
 
It is of interest that demons will, if they have permission, inhabit warm blooded mammals such as man and in the case of 
the demoniac of the Gadarenes, a group of pigs. 
 
An analogy has been drawn between the healing miracles in Matthew 8 and the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is 
tabulated below. 
 

MIRACLE TYPE OF MINISTRY 
 
Healing of the Jewish leper with Christ present 

 
Christ in His first advent ministering to His people Israel 

 
Healing of a centurion’s servant with Christ at a distance 

 
Healing in the Church Age with Christ at a distance. 

 
Healing of Peter’s mother in law with Jesus there in the 
house 

 
His second advent when He will enter the house restoring 
His relations with Israel healing the sick daughter of Zion  

 
Healing of the demon possessed and sick with Jesus 
present 

 
The Millennium when all the sick will be healed and the 
demons will be absent. 

 
PROPHECY  
 
PROPHECY – HEALING  
 
Isaiah 35:4-6 (710 BC): Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, 
your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you. 
5  Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf  shall be 
unstopped. 6  Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: 
for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. 
 
At a time of crisis in the history of Judah, Isaiah encourages the Jews that their Messiah will come and that one of the 
signs of the Messiah will be miracles of healing. 
 
FULFILLMENT 
 
Matthew 11:4,5 (30 AD) Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things 
which ye do hear and see: 'The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel 
preached to them. 
 
Luke 7:22: (30 AD)  Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell John what 
things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached. 
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1.   One of the most powerful demonstrations that Jesus was the Messiah was his fulfilment of this prophecy in Isaiah. 
 
2.   Jesus healed many people whilst on earth. There was however always an important spiritual lesson coupled with the 
miracle of healing. 
 
3.   An example of a lesson behind a healing occurs in the first healing act of Jesus, the healing of the leper in Matthew 
8:1-4.  The leper was told to say nothing, but rather to present himself to the priests of Israel. The Levitical priests were 
responsible for confirming a person had leprosy or had been cleansed from that disease (Leviticus 13,14).  No one in 
the ancient world was cured of leprosy, therefore seeing the cured leper the priests should become aware that the 
Messiah was present in Israel.  A healed leper would therefore have been a very powerful witness to the priests. 
 
4.  The healing, which was individual, was accompanied by the Lord emphasising the need to be healed spiritually.  The 
paralytic believer (Matthew 9:1-8), who was brought to the Lord on a stretcher by his friends, lacked confidence that his 
sins had been forgiven.  Jesus confirmed that his sins were forgiven and the paralytic was restored to health. 
 
PROPHECY  - BEARING OUR SICKNESSES 
 
Isaiah 53:4 (712 B C): Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did 
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 
 
In this chapter in Isaiah we see portrayed the unique suffering and humiliation borne humbly by our Lord.  Verse four 
deals with the ministry of the Lord prior to his crucifixion, and relates to the healing ministry of Jesus Christ as one of the 
signs of his Messiahship. 
 
FULFILMENT 
 
Matthew 8:16,17(30AD) When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were  
possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that 
were sick: 17  That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 
Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses. 
 
1.  Over 2 years before Jesus went to the cross, this passage in Matthew states that Isaiah 53:4 was fulfilled during the 
healing ministry of Jesus. 
 
2.  The word "took" means to take it by the hand and lead it away, thus alleviation of suffering is in focus here, not the 
transfer of sickness to Christ. 
 
3.  On the cross Jesus bore our sins, not our sicknesses (1 Peter 2:24). This fact is important as it clearly shows a 
Christian can be sick yet in fellowship with God. 
 
4.  In Isaiah 53:5 we are told that "by his stripes we are healed".  The word for healed, in context, relates to the sewing 
together of a gaping wound inflicted in ancient battles. The two sides of the wound reflected the separation of God on 
one side from man on the other.  By Christ's death on the cross the alienated sides of the wound are brought together, or 
reconciled.  By Jesus' death we have peace with God (Romans 5:1). 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
HEALING:  THERE IS NO HEALING AUTOMATICALLY IN THE ATONEMENT 
 
 
 
CIRCUIT THROUGH GALILEEE 
 
MARK 1:35-39   [MATTHEW 4:23-25, LUKE 4:42-44]   see HARMONY 74-3 
 
35  And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and 
there prayed. 36  And Simon and they that were with him followed after him. 37  And when they had found him, 
they said unto him, All men seek for thee. 38  And he said unto them, Let us go into the next towns, that I may 
preach there also: for therefore came I forth. 39  And he preached in their synagogues throughout all Galilee, 
and cast out devils. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
35  And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and 
there prayed. 
 
It should be noted that Jesus’ day commenced in the last watch of the night. This is shown by the Greek word ‘proi’, 
which refers to the period between 0300 and 0600.  
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The addition of the word “lian” indicates that it was close to the start of that period. It therefore appears that Jesus found 
a solitary place to commune with God in the early hours of the morning.  
 
The authors in Africa on missions, have had experience of living in a village situation where pastors rise well before dawn 
for prayer.  It is not unusual for pastors to rise at 3am for prayer before the day, just as John Wesley did. 
 
The imperfect tense of “proseuchomai” showed that Jesus kept on praying through the early morning hours, the middle 
voice indicating that he was benefited by the prayer.  
 
36  And Simon and they that were with him followed after him. 37  And when they had found him, they said unto 
him, All men seek for thee. 38  And he said unto them, Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach there 
also: for therefore came I forth. 39  And he preached in their synagogues throughout all Galilee, and cast out 
devils. 
 
From Luke it is seen that Peter’s pursuit of the Lord was not during the hours of darkness but after dawn. He found the 
place where the Lord was and told Him of crowds that were seeking him.  Sadly the crowds of Capernaum are wanting 
more drama, not a closer walk with Jesus.  He will soon leave the town and will later pronounce judgment upon it. 
 
Jesus has made his base in Capernaum but he says to his disciples that they are now going into the next towns. It was 
perhaps a surprising decision for Jesus to leave the eager, excited throngs in Capernaum for the country town or village 
cities without walls or much importance, but with people who will be saved and become true followers.  

 

The use of the word “echo” here for “next” is a classic use meaning, clinging to, next to a thing. See Luke 13:33, Acts 
13:44, 20:15, Hebrews 6:9.   Jesus therefore continues on his first preaching tour of Galilee, teaching in the 
synagogues, healing the sick, and casting out demons. 

 
APPLICATION 
 
Jesus Christ is prophet priest and king, but he does not function in all the roles necessarily at the same time; each role 
operates within the eternal plan of God. During His earthly ministry He was among other things a prophet, he is now our 
High Priest, and will reign as King of the Jews and the entire earth during the Millennium.  
 
We are told again that the Lord Jesus Christ had a wide ranging ministry He taught in the synagogues, preached the 
gospel of the kingdom, healed the sick, and cast out demons.  
 
Many can understand this mood of Jesus when in the night he slips away to a solitary place for prayer.  

 

Jesus knew what it was to spend a whole night in prayer. He knew the blessing of prayer and the power of prayer. 

 
It is important that we know our part in the plan of God and walk with Him to be really effective. 
 
There can be many areas of ministry and we need to know when to move on and when to stay. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
PRAYER 
 
CHRIST:  PROPHET, PRIEST AND KING 
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CURE OF A LEPER 
 
MARK 1:40-45   [MATTHEW 8:1-4, LUKE 5:12-16]   see HARMONY 74-4 
 
40  And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and saying unto him, If thou wilt, 
thou canst make me clean. 41  And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, and touched him, and 
saith unto him, I will; be thou clean. 42  And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from 
him, and he was cleansed. 43  And he straitly charged him, and forthwith sent him away; 44  And saith unto him, 
See thou say nothing to any man: but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing those 
things which Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them. 45  But he went out, and began to publish it much, 
and to blaze abroad the matter, insomuch that Jesus could no more openly enter into the city, but was without 
in desert places: and they came to him from every quarter. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
40  And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and saying unto him, If thou wilt, 
thou canst make me clean. 
 
After he was come down from the mountain in Galilee, where he had been preaching to the people, this man, full of 
leprosy, and very probably deemed incurable, came and beseeched him; to cure him of his leprosy. He knelt down in 
token of submission, respect, and reverence, and to worship him and said to him, “if thou wilt thou canst make me clean”.  
 
41  And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, I will; be thou 
clean. 42  And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed. 
 
The phrase “moved with compassion”, is only found in Mark, and is the reminder of Peter’s specific memory of the look 
on Jesus face that day. At the sad sight in front of him, Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand and touched 
him, something not done in this day.   Although the leprosy was spread all over him, and there was no place clean, Jesus 
touched the man, and touching him was forbidden by the Mosaic Law, but Jesus was touching to heal.  
 
He said unto him, “I will, be thou clean”, and as soon as he had spoken immediately the leprosy departed from him, and 
he was cured from it. This seems to have been done not by touching him, but by the words spoken, which were 
accompanied with such power, as to effect the cure in an instant, and for it to be visible for all around about to see. 
 
43  And he straitly charged him, and forthwith sent him away; 44  And saith unto him, See thou say nothing to 
any man: but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing those things which Moses 
commanded, for a testimony unto them. 45  But he went out, and began to publish it much, and to blaze abroad 
the matter, insomuch that Jesus could no more openly enter into the city, but was without in desert places: and 
they came to him from every quarter. 
 
It is noted that sometimes sin had been the cause of leprosy, as the cases of Miriam, Gehazi, and Uzziah show. It was 
said by the Rabbis of Jesus day to come upon men for seven things.  
 
The seven abominations mentioned in Proverbs 6:16-19 are said by the Jewish writers, to be the reasons for persons 
being stricken with leprosy:  
 
"A proud look"; as appears from the instance of the daughters of Zion,[Isaiah 3:16].  
 
"A lying tongue"; as in the case of Miriam, who, with Aaron, spoke against Moses; upon which the cloud departed from 
the tabernacle, and Miriam became leprous, white as snow [Numbers 12:1]. 
 
"And hands that shed innocent blood"; which is proved from Joab, on whose head the blood of Abner and Amasa 
returned; and on account of which a leper was not to fail from his house; see 1 Kings 2:31 cf 2 Samuel 3:29]. 
 
"An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations"; which was fulfilled in Uzziah, who sought to bring the high priesthood into 
contempt, and therefore was smitten with leprosy, which arose in his forehead, while he had the censer in his hands, and 
was contending with the priests; and he continued a leper to his death [2 Chronicles 26:18]. 
 
"Feet that be swift in running to mischief"; which was true of Gehazi, who ran after Naaman the Syrian, and took a gift of 
him which he should not; for which, the leprosy, Naaman was cured of, seized him, and cleaved unto him [2 Kings 5:20]. 
 
"A false witness that speaketh lies"; of this no instance is given.  
 
"And him that soweth discord among brethren"; as Pharaoh between Abraham and Sarah; wherefore the Lord plagued 
Pharaoh, [Genesis 12:17] which the Jews understand of the plague of leprosy.  
 
While these evil actions may have bodily consequences, Jesus does not indicate that this man was guilty of any sin at 
all.  Jesus sent him away to the priest to offer the sacrifices of thanksgiving and give the priesthood evidence of the cure 
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– something that only Messiah was expected to do.  It appears as if the man was unwilling to have left him, as the word 
signifies he cast him out; he drove him from him; he obliged him to go without delay.  
 
One of the best ways to spread a thing is to tell people not to tell. It was certainly so in this case. Soon Jesus had to 
avoid cities and take himself into desert places to avoid the crowds and even then people kept coming to Jesus  

 
APPLICATION 
 
Truth is self verifying and though people may not like it they can never forget it. 
 
The unbeliever needs to recognise that he has no claim on the Lord; that cleansing and salvation depends on his 
sovereign will; and must cast himself at his feet with the feelings of the leper.  
 
Happily, no one ever came to Jesus with this attitude has not been received and pardoned as it is the will of God that 
none should perish. 2 Peter 3:9. 
 
We see that the miracles have a purpose to witness to Christ or later to the disciples. 
 
Miracles stir up crowds but often their focus is on the miracle rather than the reason for it. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
MIRACLES:  HEALING AND MIRACLES 
 
MIRACLES:  PURPOSE 
 
MIRACLES OF CHRIST 
 
CHURCH:  WORSHIP AND PRAISE 
 
 
 

CHAPTER 2 
 
 
HEALING OF A PARALYTIC 
 
MARK 2:1-12   [MATTHEW 9:1-8, LUKE 5:17-26]   see HARMONY 74-4 
 
1  And again he entered into Capernaum after some days; and it was noised that he was in the house. 2  And 
straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much 
as about the door: and he preached the word unto them. 3  And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the 
palsy, which was borne of four. 4  And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered 
the roof where he was: and when they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay. 
5  When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. 6  But there was 
certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts, 7  Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? 
who can forgive sins but God only? 8  And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned 
within themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts? 9  Whether is it easier to say 
to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? 10  But that 
ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) 11  I say 
unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house. 12  And immediately he arose, took up 
the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We 
never saw it on this fashion. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
1  And again he entered into Capernaum after some days; and it was noised that he was in the house. 
 
Jesus entered into Capernaum after the first tour of Galilee. Jesus is back in the city which is now the headquarters for 
the work in Galilee. The phrase after some days means days coming in between the departure and return. People 
spread the rumour, “He is at home, he is indoors.” He is in the home of Peter, now the home of Jesus. This is another 
picture directly from Peter’s discourse.  
 
2  And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, not so 
much as about the door: and he preached the word unto them. 3  And they come unto him, bringing one sick of 
the palsy, which was borne of four. 
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So many came that there was no room in the house, or even at the door to the house. This is another detail recorded by 
Mark as seen through Peter’s eyes. This house door apparently opened into the street, not into a court that faced the 
street as in the larger houses. The house was packed inside and there was a jam outside in the street/alley way. 
 
Jesus preached the Word unto them - that is, indoors; but in the hearing, doubtless, of the multitude that pressed around. 
The word translated “preach” is in the imperfect tense, which means he kept on sharing the Word of God with the people. 
 
It again is Mark, using Peter’s recollection, who mentions that four friends bore the bed on which the paralytic lay. So 
weak and enfeebled was he by his disease, that he could not walk he had to be carried to the Lord, There are various 
types of palsy or paralysis with the person in question appearing to have a very bad case of the disease, but with four 
very determined and loving friends. 
 
4  And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered the roof where he was: and when 
they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay. 
 
The group of four accompanying, and carrying their sick friend arrive at the house and could not approach the Lord 
because of the multitude in the house and crowding the access to the house. They were resourceful men and looking at 
the situation, asking what they could do to get their friend to Jesus, they decided to gain access from the flat roof. 
 
Vincent describes the structure of such a roof as follows, “A composition of mortar, tar, ashes and sand is spread upon 
the roofs, and rolled hard, and grass grows in the crevices. On the houses of the poor in the country the grass grows 
more freely, and goats may be seen on the roofs cropping it.” 
 
In the Greek we are told that they “unroofed the roof”. It is the only instance of this verb in the New Testament. They 
climbed up a stairway on the outside or ladder to the flat baked earth roof and dug out or broke up a section of the roof. It 
is not clear where Jesus was during this excavation work, either downstairs, or upstairs or in the inner quadrangle, if the 
house had one.  They would have located the main support beams of the house, and removed a section between two 
beams to fit their friend down between them.  This would involve removing the baked mud, thatch and lighter branches 
that went between the two supporting larger beams.  Repair of this would be quick. 
 
Having unroofed the section of the roof they needed to carefully (they were standing on the roof, so had to be careful not 
to destabilize the whole structure) they now lower the bed to where the Lord is. The verb used for lowering means to 
lower from a higher place as from a boat. Probably the four men had a rope fastened to each corner of the pallet or poor 
man’s bed so that this could be done. 
 
5  When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. 
 
Jesus was very impressed by the faith of the four men and probably of the man himself. There is no reason for excluding 
his faith. They all had confidence in the power and willingness of Jesus to heal this desperate case.   There is great love 
and concern here that this man had four friends who loved him this much.  Whatever his sins were, they were well and 
truly repented of, or no persistently sinful man will be able to find four friends who would help him, if he had not first 
“helped himself” by dealing with the clearly very public sins.  
 
The astonishing thing, both to the paralytic and to the four friends, is that Jesus publically forgave his sins, instead of 
healing him. The only conclusion here is that his sins (whatever they were – we don't need to know) had probably 
caused the paralysis.  The fact that the Lord does this openly with all present hearing his words, indicates also that the 
entire community knew of his past sins, and needed to have their theology and unforgiveness corrected. 
 
6  But there was certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts, 7  Why doth this man thus 
speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only? 
 
Sitting there were Jewish theologians who, as Luke tells us  "were come out of every village of Galilee, and Judea, and 
Jerusalem”.  Note that the press of the crowd has been described above, but these self important men have seated 
themselves in places of importance and likely their followers have pushed others away, to “make room for the great 
rabbis”. They had come to make their observations of the Lord as sceptics and antagonists, though as yet their bitter and 
murderous attitudes towards him had not been seen outwardly.  
 
These scribes were there to cause trouble, to pick flaws in the teaching and conduct of Jesus.  They were looking for 
opportunity to silence this teacher who was digging away the very foundation of their belief system – He was getting 
people “back to the bible” – they wanted people well away from the bible – studying only the earlier rabbis. His popularity 
and power had aroused their jealousy. There is no evidence that they spoke aloud the murmur in their hearts, “within 
themselves”.  It was not necessary, for their looks gave them away, and Jesus knew their thoughts and perceived their 
reasoning. 
 
The scribes said that it was blasphemy for Jesus to assume the divine prerogative of forgiving sins. Their logic was of 
course quite correct if Jesus was a mere man. [See Isaiah 43:25, Micah 7:18, Exodus 34:6-7.]  The only flaw in it was 
the possibility that Jesus held a peculiar relation to God which justified his claim; that he was indeed the Messiah – 
Immanuel – God and Man!  So the two forces clash here, just as today with liberals against the real Church, on the 
subject of the deity of Christ Jesus.  



EVANGELICAL BIBLE COLLEGE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

MARK VOLUME 1 26

 
Jesus knowing full well that he had exercised the prerogative of God in forgiving the man’s sins, directly and with the 
purpose of confrontation, proceeds to justify his claim, by healing the man, for only God could do that. 
 
8  And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, he said unto 
them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts? 
 
Instantly Jesus recognized their thinking in his own spirit, and expressed openly the hostile atmosphere in the house 
caused by these unbelieving theologians. The debate in their hearts was written on their faces. No sound had come out, 
but their feelings and thoughts were not hidden from the Creator – who stood before them. He asked the scribes why 
they thought these things. Obviously the scribes were not convinced, nor wanted to acknowledge his omniscience, so he 
proceeded to demonstrate His deity by healing a hopeless case of paralysis in a very dramatic way. 
 
9  Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy 
bed, and walk? 
 
This question was put to them by Christ, in order to prove his deity, and clear himself from the charge of blasphemy. He 
now demonstrates that he could cure the sick of the palsy by speaking as well as having the power to forgive the 
paralytic from his sins.  He therefore asks them, “Which was easiest to say, thy sins be forgiven thee, or to say arise, and 
take up thy bed, and walk?” 
 
The answer is that both of these phrases were easy to say, but impossible to achieve, without the power and authority of 
the Creator God. They were both instances of divine power, and proofs of deity; and only He that could do the one, could 
do the other.  
 
The one was as easy to be performed, by a divine person, as the other. Jesus is saying to them, "Is it easier to command 
away disease than to bid away sin?  If, then, I do the one which you can see, know thus that I have done the other, which 
you cannot see." 
 
10  But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the 
palsy,) 11  I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house. 
 
In reply the scribes could have said either of the alternatives was equally futile. Jesus could in reply say either with equal 
effectiveness.  Mark, and Peter’s, use of the perfect tense of the verb “to know”, reminds us of the Lord’s desire that 
these evil men and all present fully and completely understand the true nature of his person and work. 
 
In fact Jesus chose the harder first, the forgiveness of sins, which they could not see. So he now performs the miracle of 
healing, which all could see, that all could know that the Son of Man/Messiah really had the authority and power to 
forgive sins, and that truly God had become man and dwelt amongst them.  
 
Jesus now addresses the paralytic man and commands him to, “Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine 
house”.  Here we have a series of impossible commands from the Lord. 
 
This taking up the portable couch, and walking home with it, was designed to prove the completeness of the cure. He 
was to go home to show himself whole to his family and friends, and go about/return to his business, that he had been 
unable to do since the paralysis struck him down. 
 
12  And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all 
amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion. 
 
And immediately he arose, he found himself perfectly well; and at once sprung up from off his bed, and took up his bed, 
upon his shoulders and went forth before them all: the Scribes and Pharisees, and the whole multitude of the people, 
who were eyewitnesses of this wonderful cure, were amazed.  Pause and reflect on each of these healing miracles after 
paralysis. Months of physiotherapy is required after any paralysis, even of a few months, due to muscle wastage. 
 
This is an amazing and instantaneous growing and strengthening of muscles for this to happen.  They were all amazed; 
at the power of Christ, and the strength of the healed man and glorified God, saying, that they had never seen anything 
like this. They easily and correctly perceived that it was an act that could never be done by any mere man; they therefore 
attribute it to God, and give him the glory of it.  They celebrated the holy and perfect Character of God, particularly his 
power, and his goodness, which were very visible in this instance.   Only some will go the next step and acknowledge 
that this is proof that Messiah has come. 
 
The "multitudes" who watched the ministry of Christ, and followed him from place to place had a high opinion of him, as a 
great and good man; though they did not believe in him as the Messiah, and did not know him to be the Son of God.  
They were greatly impressed by the miracle, understood that clearly it was from God, but did not accept Jesus as 
Messiah.  Like many today, they wanted their safe and non-demanding religion.  
 
APPLICATION 
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We need to be very persistent in our relationship with the Lord. 
 
We should have the desire to be blessed by the Lord and to serve Him as our prime function in life. 
 
The Lord appreciates the working faith of believers. 
 
Sometimes sin can cause one to become sick and even die. 
 
The Lord will give adequate opportunities for all men to come to a saving knowledge. 
 
We can be impressed and even give thanks to God for his greatness and yet have the wrong concept of who He is. 
 
Many people who give praise to God are unbelievers, and they think that “nodding to God” is enough.  The Lord 
demands our 100% devotion, not any holding back, for he held noting back from us when he went to the Cross. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS    
 
BLASPHEMY 
 
CHRIST:  HYPOSTATIC UNION – GOD - MAN 
 
SIN:  JEALOUSY 
 
GRACE 
 
 
CALL OF MATTHEW (LEVI) and HIS FEAST 
 
MARK 2:13-17   [MATTHEW 9:9-13, LUKE 5:27-32]   see HARMONY 74-4 
 
13  And he went forth again by the sea side; and all the multitude resorted unto him, and he taught them. 14  
And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the receipt of custom, and said unto him, 
Follow me. And he arose and followed him. 15  And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat in his house, 
many publicans and sinners sat also together with Jesus and his disciples: for there were many, and they 
followed him. 16  And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with publicans and sinners, they said unto 
his disciples, How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners? 17  When Jesus heard it, he saith 
unto them, They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
13  And he went forth again by the sea side; and all the multitude resorted unto him, and he taught them. 
 
The word translated “went forth” means to depart or get out of a location.  Probably Jesus went out from the crowd in 
Peter’s house as soon as he could.  It was a joy for him to again walk by the Sea of Tiberias or Galilee on the shore of 
which Capernaum was situated. 
 
It was where he had met with, and called Peter and Andrew, James and John; and not far from which were the solitary 
place, and the desert places, where he was before he entered into Capernaum.  
 
But it was not long till all the crowd from the town began to come out to hear more from and attend to Jesus. The 
imperfect tense of the Greek verbs is instructive, “Erchomai” indicates they kept on coming, and “Didasko”, that Jesus 
kept on teaching them. It was the old story over again, but Jesus did not run away, and he sought every opportunity to 
teach the people. 
 
14  And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the receipt of custom, and said unto him, 
Follow me. And he arose and followed him. 
 
Jesus was constantly on the alert for divine appointments/opportunities. An unlikely specimen for discipleship was Levi 
(Matthew), son of Alpheus, sitting at the toll-gate on the Great West Road from Damascus to the Mediterranean. He was 
a tax collector who collected toll for Herod Antipas.  
 
The Jews hated or despised these tax collectors and classed them with the prostitutes. In their eyes they were the same, 
as both were selling themselves and their reputation for money.  Tax collection was a straight money making activity, 
with at times only a third of the money going to the authorities, and 2/3 being pocketed by the corrupt tax collector.   Most 
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would have others collect for them, under armed guard, but Matthew is brazen, and sits openly collecting money and 
taking the harsh looks of the people from whom he collected money. 
 
Levi (Matthew) however was ready to respond at once as soon as he had heard of Jesus and quickly decided to follow 
Him.  This was a holy spirit prepared man, and his call was at exactly the right time to be heard by him.  
 
15  And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat in his house, many publicans and sinners sat also together 
with Jesus and his disciples: for there were many, and they followed him. 
 
The scene now switches to the house of Levi; not in the custom house, or toll booth, for that he left; but in his house back 
in the city of Capernaum. Here Matthew had a feast in honour of our Lord for the favour given to him by the Lord calling 
him into service.  No Rabbi would call such a man, and so this call of Matthew was a sensation in the local area. 
 
There were many tax collectors and prostitutes invited by Matthew Levi to this celebration meal. They sat at the tables 
with Jesus and his disciples. It is noted that Jesus did not object to their presence, and many were genuinely saved. 
 
We notice here that there were many disciples who left their homes and followed him. There is no doubt that in the early 
part of our Lord’s ministry he was extremely popular. Crowds of the common people attended him, and gave conclusive 
evidence that they were his real disciples.  Remember that Paul notes, 1 Corinthians 15:3-8, that over 500 at once saw 
the risen Lord, and this can only be in the Galilean area.   Many were saved and formed the early churches in this area, 
and many of the predominantly Jewish churches here survived well into the second century, being destroyed only during 
the Bar Kochba Rebellion of the 130s. 
 
16  And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with publicans and sinners, they said unto his disciples, 
How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners? 
 
The actual translation of the opening phrase of this verse in the Greek (hoi grammateis ton Pharisaion) means “the 
scribes of the Pharisees”.   From the standpoint of these young theologians, the scribes/theologians/PhD’s of the 
Pharisees, what they saw was most offensive, was that a well known Jewish teacher was actually sharing a meal with 
tax collectors and prostitutes.  
 
The meal was probably in the long hall of the house. Here these scribes stood and openly ridiculed Jesus and the 
disciples, for having such clearly poor taste and discernment to even be seen with such sinners, let alone to share food 
with them.  Under their systems of thinking to even eat with a person of lower class was to render yourself “unclean”.  
They do turn up however to look in on the feast.  This was entertainment in this day and for many centuries.  To watch 
others eat, especially royalty, was commonly practised in England until the 17th century. 
 
It is probable that they were outside looking in on the feast, feeling too pious to go into the house of a publican. It was an 
offence for a Jew to eat with Gentiles as even many of the early Jewish Christians felt, as still seen in Acts 11:2,3, “And 
when Peter was come up to Jerusalem, they that were of the circumcision contended with him, Saying, Thou wentest in 
to men uncircumcised, and didst eat with  them”.   This was just too disgraceful for them, even after years of teaching by 
the Apostles! 
 
The biblical doctrine of “Separation” is a legitimate thing, for if people are persistently carnal they are dangerous.  It is 
also noted that publicans and sinners were among those who Paul commanded to be separated from, as seen in 1 
Corinthians 5:11 “But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a 
fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat.”  The 
Lord was not sinful in this feast of Matthew’s, for it was a genuine evangelical opportunity, and the “Separation” principle 
didn't apply, as seen from the fact that many were saved at this meal!   
 
17  When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that 
are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 
 
Jesus called men to new spiritual life and away from sin, and so to repentance. This verse parallels Matthew 9:13 above.  
The doctrine of Separation only applies when people have fully and finally rejected the gospel message but if there is any 
holy spirit opportunity for evangelism we are to follow the Lord and openly eat and openly speak with all who will hear the 
gospel message.  
 
It appears that the phrase, “but sinners to repentance”, does not occur in many manuscript versions of Mark although it 
does in the parallel passage in Luke 5:32 below. It is however clearly appropriate. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
There is often great intensity and pressure when one is ministering in a very active way, and there is need to spend time 
reflecting, as our Lord appeared to do with the walk beside the sea after the healing episode in Peter’s house. 
 
The Lord always responds to those who actively seek after his teaching and desire to grow in the knowledge and love of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  We are to be seeking for those who desire the Word of Life. 
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We may need to leave a prosperous business to follow the Lord. 
 
We need to be active in our Christian life and seek the Lord through His Word. 
 
Matthew decided immediately to follow the Lord. Great decisions are often made on a moment’s notice, for they have 
been percolating for a long time and the moment of decision has come.  
 
Levi is a fine object lesson for business people who put off service to Christ to carry on their business. 
 
There is a need to recognise that you are unable to please God other than by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Until you recognise that you are a sinner in need of a Saviour the Lord cannot help you. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OBEDIENCE    
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE - PRIORITIES  
 
 
 
 
CHRIST’S AUTHORITY OVER TRADITION 
 
MARK 2:18-22   [MATTHEW 9:14-17, LUKE 5:33-39]   see HARMONY 74-4 
 
18  And the disciples of John and of the Pharisees used to fast: and they come and say unto him, Why do the 
disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but thy disciples fast not?  19  And Jesus said unto them, Can the 
children of the bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them? as long as they have the bridegroom with 
 them, they cannot fast.  20  But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and 
then shall they fast in those days.  21  No man also seweth a piece of new cloth on an old garment: else the new 
piece that filled it up taketh away from the old, and the rent is made worse.  22  And no man putteth new wine 
into old bottles: else the new wine doth burst the bottles, and the wine is spilled, and the bottles will be marred: 
 but new wine must be put into new bottles. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
18  And the disciples of John and of the Pharisees used to fast: and they come and say unto him, Why do the 
disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but thy disciples fast not?  19  And Jesus said unto them, Can the 
children of the bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them? as long as they have the bridegroom with 
them, they cannot fast.  20  But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and 
then shall they fast in those days.   
 
John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting twice a week. Probably Levi’s feast happened on one of the weekly fast-
days (second and fifth days of the week for the stricter Jews). So there was a clash of spiritual viewpoints here – are 
spiritual people to fast or feast? The disciples of John sided with the Pharisees in the Jewish ceremonial ritualistic 
observances. John was still a prisoner in Machaerus fortress at this time, and so it was appropriate for them to fast and 
pray for John’s release.  
 
John was more of an ascetic than Jesus, but neither one pleased all the popular critics. These learners or disciples of 
John the Baptist had missed the spirit of their leader when they here lined up with the Pharisees against Jesus. But there 
was no real congeniality between the formalism of the Pharisees and the asceticism of John the Baptist.  
 
The Pharisees hated John the Baptist who had denounced them as broods of vipers, and Jesus would also repeat this 
later. Matthew 3:7, 12:34, 23:33, Luke 3:7.  Here the disciples of John and the disciples of the Pharisees join in 
criticizing Jesus and his disciples. Later we shall see Pharisees, Sadducees, and Herodians, who bitterly detested each 
other, making common cause against Jesus Christ. So today we find various hostile groups combining against our Lord 
and Saviour, and ourselves if we preach his message.  John 15:18ff.  
 
The sons of the bride chamber are not merely the groomsmen, but the guests also. Jesus identifies himself with the 
bridegroom of the Old Testament as outlined in Hosea 2:21. Mourning does not suit the wedding feast, for the groom is 
present and none should be sad. Mark, Matthew, and Luke all give the three illustrations (bridegroom, new cloth and new 
wineskins) defending the conduct of Jesus in feasting with Levi on a traditional Jewish fast-day.   Keep remembering that 
the “fasts” were not set down by Moses, for the Lord wanted his people “feasting” and rejoicing in the Lord’s grace.  This 
was an issue in Judaism and remains so.  Zechariah, who gives us the prophecy about the future salvation of Israel tells 
the story in Zechariah 7:1-12.  Revival will come to Israel after their fasting and prayerful recognition that they have 
indeed missed Messiah when he came.  Zechariah 12:10ff.   
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21  No man also seweth a piece of new cloth on an old garment: else the new piece that filled it up taketh away 
from the old, and the rent is made worse.   
 
Unlike both Matthew and Luke the word Mark uses for “Seweth on” (epirhaptei) is used for the one and only time in the 
New Testament. Matthew and Luke use epiballei, which means “to put upon or affix”.  Old and new fabrics do not mix, 
and old and new phase of the plan of God do not belong together – that is why the Lord calls us to keep our eyes 
focused forward, doing what HE calls us to do now, looking to His Coming, not back to old ways of expressing faith.  
Hebrews 12:2, Jude 22-25. 
 
22  And no man putteth new wine into old bottles: else the new wine doth burst the bottles, and the wine is 
spilled, and the bottles will be marred: but new wine must be put into new bottles. 
 
The new wine can be analogised to the new concepts of doctrines that the Lord Jesus Christ brought to the world in 
interpreting the scriptures of the Old Testament in a totally new and lively way to the dead legalism of the old Rabbis.  
Jesus teaching was like fermenting new wine, getting more life every day, and if placed in an old wineskin it will burst it 
wide open. 
 
These new interpretations of the Scriptures were so much in conflict with those of the Scribes and Pharisees as to cause 
great trauma to the old concepts = Jesus literally “blew them away”. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
We must always remember that our relationship with God is solely based on the grace and mercy of God, not our own 
works. 
 
Fasting can also mean to do without legitimate functions in life in order to devote time to Bible study and prayer. 
 
Religious people, especially if they have a strong ascetic tendency, are hard to evangelise as they often believe it is the 
ritual they do, rather than grace that brings the approbation of God. 
 
Jesus Christ did not come to patch up Pharisaic Judaism.  God is pleased by obedience rather than offerings and rituals. 
 
There is always a conflict between the truth as revealed in the Bible and traditions that have grown up over a periods of 
time.  
 
Many people are reluctant to examine their traditions in the light of the Bible. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
GRACE    CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FASTING  
 
LEGALISM  
 
 
 
PLUCKING EARS OF CORN AND THE SABBATH  
 
MARK 2:23-28   [MATTHEW 12:1-8, LUKE 6:1-5]   see HARMONY 74-4 
 
23  And it came to pass, that he went through the corn fields on the Sabbath day; and his disciples began, as 
they went, to pluck the ears of corn. 24  And the Pharisees said unto him, Behold, why do they on the Sabbath 
day that which is not lawful? 25  And he said unto them, Have ye never read what David did, when he had need, 
and was an hungred, he, and they that were with him? 26  How he went into the house of God in the days of 
Abiathar the high priest, and did eat the shewbread, which is not lawful to eat but for the priests, and gave also 
to them which were with him? 27  And he said unto them, The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the 
Sabbath: 28  Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
23  And it came to pass, that he went through the corn fields on the Sabbath day; and his disciples began, as 
they went, to pluck the ears of corn(wheat).  24  And the Pharisees said unto him, Behold, why do they on the 
Sabbath day that which is not lawful? 
 
Rather than through the wheat field, which is used in Matthew and Luke, Mark uses the Greek word “Paraporeuomai” for 
“went” which means to “go along beside”, indicating they went along a path that went through several fields.  He also 
uses in this same verse, for the second word translated “went”, the Greek words ‘Poieo Hodos’ which means to make a 
way, indicating that they were moving through the grain that was clearly growing high and overflowing the path.  
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The first Greek word is in the middle voice, showing that it was to the advantage of the disciples to go along beside the 
wheat field, whereas the second combination is in the active voice, showing they were walking through the grain in order 
to pluck the ears of wheat for their own sustenance. 
 
They come across a source of food, which was an advantage to them as they were hungry, and then actively and 
legitimately fed from the grain to assuage their hunger. The word corn has certain connotations but it was more likely to 
be wheat or barley rather than what we know as “corn”. 
 
They therefore gathered the wheat or barley as they walked and rubbed it in their hands to shell it, and thus to satisfy 
their appetite. Though our Lord was with them, and though He had all things at His control, yet He allowed them to resort 
to this method of supplying their needs, by “gleaning” with their hands, not “reaping” with any sharp implement.  
 
It was “lawful” for them thus to supply their needs. Though the property belonged to another, yet the Law of Moses 
allowed the poor and needy person on a journey to satisfy their desires when hungry. Deuteronomy 23:25. 
 
25  And he said unto them, Have ye never read what David did, when he had need, and was an hungred, he, and 
they that were with him? 26  How he went into the house of God in the days of Abiathar the high priest, and did 
eat the shewbread, which is not lawful to eat but for the priests, and gave also to them which were with him? 
 
Jesus cites as an example the case of David and his followers eating the shewbread from the Temple which was 
supposed to be only consumed by the priest. We know from genealogy that David was not from the tribe of Levi and 
therefore not tribally qualified to eat the bread. This is dealt more fully in the evaluation of the Matthew passage above. 
 
Verse 26 of this passage however, appears to cause a problem because of the reference to the High Priest’s. It quotes 
Jesus as asking His hearers whether they had never read what David did when he and his men were hungry and entered 
the sanctuary at Nob to beg for food.  Review of the passage dealing with this, which is found in 1 Samuel 21:1-6, says 
that Abiathar’s father Ahimelech was in fact the High Priest at the time of this incident. Did Jesus err when He referred to 
the wrong High Priest? 
 
A careful examination of Mark 2:26 reveals that Christ did not actually imply that Abiathar was already the High Priest at 
the time of David’s visit. The use of the word “epi” means “in the time of” with the same construction being used in Acts 
11:28 and Hebrews 1:2.  
 
The episode did happen in the time of Abiathar. He was not only alive but present when the event took place. In addition 
very shortly afterwards he became high priest as a result of Saul murdering his father Ahimelech. [1 Samuel 22:18-19.] 
Abiathar as a result of the massacre was the only one fortunate enough to escape. He fled with David [1 Samuel 22:20] 
and served as his priest all through David’s years of wandering and exile.  
 
If our Lord’s words are interpreted in the way He meant them there is no variance with historical fact.  This is also a very 
powerful reference for the cost to the priestly families was incredibly high in giving David the bread.  Many were 
murdered by King Saul as a result.  What will these people who criticize Jesus and the disciples do?  They will murder 
the Lord, their real and ever High Priest!  (Acts 7, Hebrews Chapter 7). 
 
27  And he said unto them, The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath: 28  Therefore the Son 
of man is Lord also of the Sabbath. 
 
The Sabbath was instituted for Israel only. It was a method by which God was able to show that man by himself was not 
all sufficient and required a relationship with God through grace. As Christians in the Church Age we are under a 
moment by moment Sabbath, Hebrews 4:1-12,  when we are controlled by the Holy Spirit 
 
Again the position of Christ as Lord of the Sabbath is emphasised. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
The purpose of the Sabbath was to help man and not to enslave him. 
 
The Sabbath was given to the Jews only and not the Church or the Gentiles. 
 
We have a moment by moment Sabbath by resting in the Lord hour by hour when controlled by the Holy Spirit. 
 
For us it is the question of best using each day in God’s service – every day to be a “Sabbath-rest” in the grace and 
provisions of the lord. 
 
The Lord wants obedience not legalism 
 
Even though Jesus was with his disciples, He allowed them to be poor.  
 
From this we may learn that poverty is not disgraceful and that God often allows it for the good of his people.  
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We need to trust that He will take care, in some way, that their needs shall be supplied. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
LEGALISM  
 
SABBATH AND THE LORD'S DAY 
 
CIRCUMCISION 
 
DAVID - NOBILITY 
 
TABERNACLE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAPTER 3 
 
CURE ON SABBATH OF MAN WITH WITHERED HAND 
 
MARK 3:1-6   [MATTHEW 12:9-14, LUKE 6:6-11]   see HARMONY 74-4 
 
1  And he entered again into the synagogue; and there was a man there which had a withered hand. 2  And they 
watched him, whether he would heal him on the Sabbath day; that they might accuse him. 3  And he saith unto 
the man which had the withered hand, Stand forth. 4  And he saith unto them, Is it lawful to do good on the 
Sabbath days, or to do evil? to save life, or to kill? But they held their peace. 5  And when he had looked round 
about on them with anger, being grieved for the hardness of their hearts, he saith unto the man, Stretch forth 
thine hand. And he stretched it out: and his hand was restored whole as the other. 6  And the Pharisees went 
forth, and straightway took counsel with the Herodians against him, how they might destroy him. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
1  And he entered again into the synagogue; and there was a man there which had a withered hand. 2  And they 
watched him, whether he would heal him on the Sabbath day; that they might accuse him. 
 
Here we see the Pharisees watching the Lord Jesus Christ. The Greek word used for watching is “Paratereo” which 
means to inspect alongside. It is in the imperfect tense meaning that they were constantly watching. It was almost as if 
they were slyly shadowing the Lord like a pack of wolves waiting for the opportunity to pounce on Him and accuse Him.  
The satanic malice that we have seen building in previous incidents is now becoming murderous in its intent. 
 
It was the Sabbath day and in the synagogue and they were there ready to catch him in the act if he should dare to 
violate their rules as he had done in the wheat fields. It is probable that the same Pharisees are present now as then.  
These people have passed from “investigation” through “threat” to “eliminate” in their thinking.  Satanic people will be 
oppositional initially, but if they do not feel they have “silenced” the “inconvenient truths” they will launch open hostility, 
even to murder.  These men illustrate this malice, and the apostles warn us directly of the satanic desire to destroy all 
who cannot be silenced.  2 Corinthians 11:11-13, James 4:7-10, 1 Peter 5:5-10. 
 
3  And he saith unto the man which had the withered hand, Stand forth. 
 
The man with the withered arm is invited to step into the middle of the room where all can see. It was in bold defiance of 
the Jesus Christ’s spying enemies. Wycliff rightly puts it: ”they aspieden him”. They played the spy on Jesus, but his 
openness exposes their lying behaviours.  All the Lord did was done openly, for full scrutiny of the facts to be possible.  
Matthew 26:59-68, Mark 14:55-66, Luke 22:66-71, John 18:19-21. One can see the commotion among the long-
bearded hypocrites at this daring act of Jesus.  Evil will one day be totally exposed and eliminated from the presence of 
God and the elect forever, but until then we have these “play actors of religion”.  Revelation 20:11-15.  
 
4  And he saith unto them, Is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath days, or to do evil? to save life, or to kill? But 
they held their peace. 
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His question reveals the Pharisees wickedness. They thought it was wrong to perform a healing miracle on the Sabbath 
but not wrong for them to plan His destruction/murder on the Sabbath. 
 
The phrase “they held their peace” is in the Imperfect tense which means that they constantly went quiet. The Pharisees 
were in sullen silence before the questions of Jesus. Jesus had given them the alternatives between doing good and 
doing evil to this man. Using the example “to save a life or to kill” it proved to be a terrible exposure of their mental 
attitude towards Him. 
 
Cotton Mather summarised it in the following way, “The ability to do good imposes an obligation to do it”.  He that has the 
means of feeding the hungry, and clothing the naked, and instructing the ignorant, and sending the gospel to the 
destitute, and that does it not, is guilty, for he is practically doing evil; he is suffering evils to exist which he might 
remove”. 
 
5  And when he had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for the hardness of their hearts, he 
saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it out: and his hand was restored whole as the 
other. 
 
Mark has a good deal to say about the looks that Jesus gives people within his Gospel . Mark 3:5, 34, 5:37, 9:8, 10:23, 
11:11. The eyes of Jesus swept the room, all round, and each rabbinical hypocrite felt the cut of that condemning glance. 
This indignant anger was not inconsistent with the love and pity of Jesus. Murder was in their hearts and Jesus knew it.  
 
Mark alone gives the fact that He was, “Being grieved at the hardness of their hearts”. The anger was tempered by grief. 
Jesus is the Man of Sorrows, for he saw the sadness of their eternal state, and longed for their salvation.  2 Peter 3:9.  
This is brought out by the present participle which indicates the continuous state of grief whereas the momentary angry 
look is expressed by the aorist participle or point of time, a flash of righteous anger. 
 
The Lord now cured the man with the withered arm.  The evidence of who He is presented, they are now challenged to 
really show their heart’s attitude – and they do! 
 
6  And the Pharisees went forth, and straightway took counsel with the Herodians against him, how they might 
destroy him. 
 
Mark adds that the Herodians also took a part in this plot which the Pharisees were planning. This is all the more 
surprising as the Pharisees and Herodians were natural enemies and antagonistic to one another. 
 
The Herodians were a “political” party attached firmly to Herod Antipas, son of Herod the Great, tetrarch of Galilee. He 
was the same man who had imprisoned and beheaded John the Baptist, and to whom the Saviour, when arraigned, was 
sent by Pilate.  These people did not care for truth, but only for self interest.  They were wealthy through their powerful 
associations and they desired to stay that way, irrespective of the eternal cost to them.   They ignored the eternal 
consequences of their actions – totally deceived by the satanic distractions that hooked into their lusts. 
 
He was under Roman authority, and was a strong advocate of Roman power, although he would be undone by Roman 
power in the end. All the friends of the family of Herod were opposed to Christ, and always ready to join any plot against 
his life. They may have remembered the attempts of Herod the Great against him when he was the babe of Bethlehem, 
and they were stung with the memory of the escape of Jesus from his bloody hands. The attempt against him now, on 
the part of the Pharisees, was the result of “envy”. They hated his popularity, they were losing their influence, and they 
therefore resolved to get him out of the way. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
We should have studied the prophetic words of God about Messiah, and recognized Jesus for who he was!  Instead 
without pausing to examine the questions about the origin of his divine ability, they sought his elimination. We must 
remember the promise, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”.  We will stand before just such people 
as we meet here. 
 
The Pharisees were interested in legalistic ritual not in compassion or truth. We should take opportunity to do good as 
opportunities arise to do so, looking up, not around. 
 
Pride, obstinacy, malice, and disappointed self-confidence can all combine in producing madness.  
 
Men are often enraged because others do good in a way which “they” do not approve of.  By their fruit they are known. 
 
God gives success to others and because He has not complied to “their” views of what is right, and done it in the way 
which “they” would have prescribed, they are enraged, and filled with envy at people more successful than themselves. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE  
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GOD:  ABILITY OF GOD 
 
GOD - GOD CARES FOR YOU 
 
POWER 
 
 
 
 
 
PLOT AGAINST JESUS: GREAT FOLLOWING BY PEOPLE  
 
MARK 3:7-12   [MATTHEW 12:14-21, LUKE 6:17-19]   see HARMONY 74-4  
 
7  But Jesus withdrew himself with his disciples to the sea: and a great multitude from Galilee followed him, and 
from Judaea, 8  And from Jerusalem, and from Idumaea, and from beyond Jordan; and they about Tyre and 
Sidon, a great multitude, when they had heard what great things he did, came unto him. 9  And he spake to his 
disciples, that a small ship should wait on him because of the multitude, lest they should throng him. 10  For he 
had healed many; insomuch that they pressed upon him for to touch him, as many as had plagues. 11  And 
unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell down before him, and cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God. 12  And he 
straitly charged them that they should not make him known. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
7  But Jesus withdrew himself with his disciples to the sea: and a great multitude from Galilee followed him, and 
from Judaea, 8  And from Jerusalem, and from Idumaea, and from beyond Jordan; and they about Tyre and 
Sidon, a great multitude, when they had heard what great things he did, came unto him. 
 
Mark adds that he withdrew “to the sea;” that is, to the Sea of Galilee, or Sea of Tiberias. He tells us that a great 
multitude from Galilee followed him as well as from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, and from beyond Jordan; and the area 
about Tyre and Sidon.  
 
As some of these places were outside the limits of Judea and inhabited by “Gentiles”, this statement throws light on the 
passage quoted by Matthew 12:21, “In his name shall the Gentiles trust”.  
 
The sea is often symbolised in the Scriptures as the Gentiles, so this may have depicted His turning from the Jews to the 
Gentiles in the last part of his public ministry before heading to Jerusalem for the last time. 
 
9  And he spake to his disciples, that a small ship should wait on him because of the multitude, lest they should 
throng him. 10  For he had healed many; insomuch that they pressed upon him for to touch him, as many as had 
plagues. 
 
Because of the size of the crowd, and the fact that He might be overcome, seeing the crowd were pressing forward as 
He healed the many infectious sick, He asked for a small ship so that he could teach them from a close safe distance.  
Using the acoustics of the voice over water he is able to teach many. 
 
This is a wonderful scene with the Lord approached by a large crowd, who He has ministered to, in the healing of many 
sick people, and now drawing close to our Lord seated on a small ship on a calm lake giving the gospel of the Kingdom 
to all who stay to hear the words that he speaks. 
 
11  And unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell down before him, and cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God. 12  
And he straitly charged them that they should not make him known. 
 
Again we see the Lord Jesus Christ controlling evil spirits who were witnessing to His position as the Son of God. He was 
not going to allow the hearers of the good news to receive the witness of demons.  They always tell the truth however 
when facing Him.  James 2:19.   They truly tremble before Him.   Let us ensure we do more than the demons did. 
 
It is true that He is the Son of God, but He chose the method by which this critical fact was to be made known.  He will 
not compromise with the demonic in any way at any time.  Let us learn from this and have nothing to do with anything 
other than the simple truth told directly. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
At times one stays and takes the fight to others. At other times we withdraw from a place of conflict. 
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Jesus had the power to heal but His miracles were performed only on those who came to Him for help.  He didn't seek 
opportunity, he followed the Holy Spirit and opportunities came.  People must come to the Lord today!  We “got out” with 
the gospel message but each person must individually respond.   
 
So it is with salvation. Jesus Christ has made a way for every member of mankind to be saved but it is only for those who 
seek salvation that it is effective. 
 
We see that Jesus relied on God to guide as to where and when He ministered. We also should be guided by God as to 
where and how we are to serve Him  
 
PROPHECY 
 
MANNER OF TEACHING 
 
PROPHECY  
 
 lsalah42:1-3 (712BC) : Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul 
delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. 
2  He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. 3  A 
bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring 
forth judgment unto truth. 
 
There are two types of the coming servant; First and Second Advents.  He is represented as weak, despised, rejected, 
and slain.  He is also shown as a conqueror, restoring Israel and taking vengeance on the nations (Isaiah 40:10; 63:1-4). 
 
FULFILLMENT 
 
 Matthew 12:17-20 (30 AD): That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, 
saying, 18  Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; my beloved, in whom my soul is well 
pleased: I will put my spirit upon him, and he shall shew judgment to the Gentiles. 19  
He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man hear his voice in the streets. 20  A 
bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, till he send forth 
judgment unto victory. 
 
1. Jesus taught his disciples, and those within earshot in a firm, dogmatic, way. 
 
2. This prophecy also portrayed that even though he would come under tremendous pressure, Jesus would still be 
victorious. 
 
3. This represented a turning point in his ministry, as prior to this time he had preached openly to the religious leaders of 
Israel.  At this time Jesus acknowledged that they were plotting to kill him, and he withdrew from them, telling those he 
had healed not to tell anyone (Matthew 12:16). 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
ANGELS:  DEMONS  
 
HOLY SPIRIT  - MINISTRY TO CHRIST  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
SELECTION OF TWELVE APOSTLES 
 
MARK 3:13-19   [MATTHEW 10:1-4, LUKE 6:12-16]   see HARMONY 74-4 
 
13  And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto him whom he would: and they came unto him. 14  And he 
ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach, 15  And to have 
power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils: 16  And Simon he surnamed Peter; 17  And James the son of 
Zebedee, and John the brother of James; and he surnamed them Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder: 18  
And Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus, and Simon the Canaanite, 19  And Judas Iscariot, which also betrayed him: and they went into an 
house. 



EVANGELICAL BIBLE COLLEGE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

MARK VOLUME 1 36

 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
13  And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto him whom he would: and they came unto him. 14  And he 
ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach, 15  And to have 
power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils: 16  And Simon he surnamed Peter; 17  And James the son of 
Zebedee, and John the brother of James; and he surnamed them Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder: 18  
And Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus, and Simon the Canaanite, 19  And Judas Iscariot, which also betrayed him: and they went into an 
house. 
 
There was a threefold purpose behind the call of the twelve 
 
1.  That they would be with him for a time of training, preparation in private before preaching in public. We must 
spend time with Him before we move out as His representative. 
 
2.  Secondly they were sent out to preach. Proclamation of the Word of God is central to the Christian life as we 
have to not only receive and preach the gospel but also grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.  2 Peter 3:18.   They preach and proclaim the truth – and twelve witnesses were required under Jewish tradition 
to certify Messiah. 
 
3.  Finally they were given supernatural power. Casting out of demons and the ability to heal from diseases would 
identify that God was using these men. The Bible had not yet been completed. These miracles were the credentials of 
God’s messengers. We now have the completed canon of Scripture and whole God does heal today we do not need it as 
accreditation.  
 
Eleven of the twelve apostles proved true to the Lord, and through their ministry the world was changed forever. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
Without the authority of the Lord man can do nothing in the realm of demonism. 
 
Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world. 
 
A believer cannot be demon possessed because of the everlasting indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Even the greatest person who has ever lived needed organization and fellow workers to effectively minister. No man is 
an island, nor is totally self sufficient. 
 
Spiritual gifts in the church are needed for it to function as it should. 
 
Before making major decisions in your life there should be a time of prayer to ensure God’s guidance is given. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
 
CHURCH:  APOSTLESHIP  
 
PETER – DIVINE GUIDANCE   
 
PRAYER  
 
JUDAS - BETRAYAL 
 
JUDAS - OUTLINE OF JUDAS' LIFE 
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CURE OF DEMONIAC:BLASPHEMY OF PHARISEES REPROVED  
 
MARK 3:20-30   [MATTHEW 12:22-37, LUKE 11:14-15, 17-23]   see HARMONY 74-6 
 
20  And the multitude cometh together again, so that they could not so much as eat bread. 21  And when his 
friends heard of it, they went out to lay hold on him: for they said, He is beside himself. 22  And the scribes 
which came down from Jerusalem said, He hath Beelzebub, and by the prince of the devils casteth he out devils.  
23  And he called them unto him, and said unto them in parables, How can Satan cast out Satan? 24  And if a 
kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25  And if a house be divided against itself, that 
house cannot stand. 26  And if Satan rise up against himself, and be divided, he cannot stand, but hath an end. 
27  No man can enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he will first bind the strong man; 
and then he will spoil his house. 28  Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and 
blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: 29  But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost 
hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation. 30  Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
20  And the multitude cometh together again, so that they could not so much as eat bread. 21  And when his 
friends heard of it, they went out to lay hold on him: for they said, He is beside himself. 
 
Jesus returned here from the mountain where he had called his disciples to His Galilean home. Such a multitude 
gathered that He and His disciples were kept too busy to eat. Hearing of His activities His own people felt that He was 
out of his mind and sought to take Him away. Doubtless they were embarrassed by the zeal of this religious fanatic in the 
family.  Most people, as we have reflected before, desire a religion that makes no real demands on life.  Most want a 
polite relationship with the Lord, with no real life changes required, and certainly not anything like “enthusiasm”. 
 
22  And the scribes which came down from Jerusalem said, He hath Beelzebub, and by the prince of the devils 
casteth he out devils. 
 
The incident is happening in Galilee, but these are Scribes who came deliberately from Jerusalem to abuse him and 
spread evil about him, which means that after a period of investigation they have reached a verdict, and now the scribes 
are sent out to declare the verdict of the Sanhedrin.  They want to spread the falsehoods about him to try to undermine 
his popularity, and make people think twice.   Many will listen to “authority”, rather than look at evidence.   Lies are easily 
spread and too quickly believed by people who are feeling that the truth is too uncomfortable. 
 
The choice for the scribes and Pharisees was either that Jesus was the Messiah, or that he was demon possessed. The 
Pharisees chose the second option, and they came up with the explanation that Jesus was not the Messiah and the 
reason he was able to perform such unique miracles was because He Himself is possessed by the prince of demons 
Satan. This is the unforgivable sin as far as the Lord is concerned – and in its modern form remains a sure ticket to hell – 
for you are insulting grace and turning away form your only hope.  There is only one destination when you reject 
heaven’s messenger.  
 
23  And he called them unto him, and said unto them in parables, How can Satan cast out Satan? 24  And if a 
kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25  And if a house be divided against itself, that 
house cannot stand. 26  And if Satan rise up against himself, and be divided, he cannot stand, but hath an end. 
 
Jesus now calls the Scribes and Pharisees to Him and asks the question, “Can Satan cast out Satan? If He is casting out 
demons by Beelzebub then Satan will be working against himself and frustrating his own purposes. His aim is to control 
humans through demons not to free them from demons. 
 
A kingdom, house or a person divided against itself cannot endure. Continued survival depends on internal cooperation 
not antagonism.  Now pause and reflect further here.  Satan does at times “swap” his demons around, to certify his own 
fake “exorcists”, and the truth is Satan is hopelessly divided against himself – for narcissism (at the heart of his character 
and evil itself) is very poor for teamwork.  The Lord is playing with these evil men, for they have joined a team that is 
hopelessly divided against itself, and that is seen in their own divisions, even as they join together to try to kill him…. 
 
27  No man can enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he will first bind the strong man; 
and then he will spoil his house. 
 
Jesus now says that no man can enter a strong man’s house unless he first binds the strongman. Satan is the strong 
man in this teaching and the Lord is going to seriously “bind” his power by defeating sin and death on the Cross. The 
house is his dominion. He is the god of this age, and usurping “prince of this world” – and yet he will lose this title after 
the Cross – for the Lord “finishes” his power. His goods are the people over whom he holds sway, and after the Cross he 
will rule by deception alone.   He has no power that is not allowed by God.  1 John 4:4 always applies. 
 
Jesus is the one who binds Satan and plunders his house. At the First Advent Jesus will defeat his power seat in sin and 
death, and open the path to heaven for all, and nothing Satan can do will stop Him, or stop any person coming to Jesus 
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for the Holy Spirit clears the road of any demonic nonsense when a soul is convicted and they are free to respond.  At 
the Second Advent Satan will be literally bound and cast into the bottomless pit for a thousand years. The Saviour’s 
casting out of demons during His ministry on earth was a foretaste of His eventual complete binding of the devil for the 
Millennium, and then his and his demon’s total and permanent incarceration in the “lake of fire”.  Revelation 20:11-15. 
 
28  Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever 
they shall blaspheme: 29  But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in 
danger of eternal damnation. 30  Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit. 
 
The Lord now pronounces the doom of the Scribes and Pharisees who were guilty of this unpardonable sin. In accusing 
Jesus of casting out demons by a demonic power when it was actually by the power of the Holy Spirit they in effect called 
the Holy Spirit demonic. This is maligning or blasphemy against Holy Spirit, and blasphemy against the Lord himself and 
the Father’s Plan of salvation. 
 
The reason why this act against the Holy Spirit cannot be forgiven is related to the ministry of the Holy Spirit, where the 
Holy Spirit is constantly pointing to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only means of salvation. If people reject this and lie 
about the only source of salvation, there is no hope for them, because Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life 
and no one cometh to the father except through me”. John 14:6. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
With the healing of the blind and dumb man we need to appreciate our ability to see and speak as it is often not until we 
lose something that we appreciate it. 
 
There are three categories of illness, physiological, psycho-somatic, and demon induced illness. Medicine recognises the 
first two but not the third. The only way to get rid of the demon induced illness, is only to get rid of the demon. 
 
It is also important to note that Satan can also place a demon to induce illness, and have one of his own “healers” 
minister and remove the demon. The person is genuinely healed but it is a satanic deception, for the demon has simply 
been “reassigned”. We need to be sure as to where the glory of the healing goes to in this day and age, to God or the 
healer. 
 
We notice that satanic fake religious leaders often say the exact opposite to that which is stated by believers. While the 
Pharisees cannot deny the fact of the miracle they attempt to discredit them by attacking the source of the miracles to 
explain them away.  
 
Many people will try and discredit you by your association with others rather than the teaching you provide. 
 
The unforgivable act is to reject the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, The principle is given in John 3:18 and John 3:36. 
When you reject God’s Plan and Provision you stand on your own human good. Not by works of righteousness that wee 
have done but by His mercy He has saved us. 
 
To say that the Holy Spirit is satanic maligns the character of the Spirit and destroys any chance of a person accepting 
Christ as Saviour at that time. If that attitude is perpetuated it will cause the person to be lost forever. While Jesus is 
absent from the earth in the Church Age the ministry of the Holy Spirit still goes on John 16:8-12. 
 
People are known by their fruit.  Matthew 7:13-23. We need to be fruit inspectors. Are we producing much fruit? Is our 
production of fruit a challenge to the people we meet? 
 
It always true that a man who is on fire for God seems to be deranged to his contemporaries. The more like Christ we are 
the more we too will experience the sorrow of being misunderstood by relatives and friends. If we set out to make a 
fortune men will cheer us. If we are fanatics for Jesus Christ they will jeer at us.  
 
The rabbis divided miracles into two classes, firstly miracles anyone could do empowered by the God. Secondly miracles 
that only the Messiah could do. There were three such categories [1] Healing of the leper, [2] Casting out a dumb demon 
[3] Giving sight to the blind. This passage raised the question, one which was spoken by the people who said, “Is not this 
the Messiah?” 
 
We need to look at the person of Christ and see by His works and actions that we can be sure that He is the Christ, the 
unique person of the universe. There is no middle ground, for we are either for the Lord or against Him. Where are we? 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
MIRACLES: HEALING AND MIRACLES    
 
ANGELS:  SATAN – ADVERSARY    
 
HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY TO JESUS CHRIST    
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CHRIST - KENOSIS OF CHRIST    
 
ANGELS – ANGELIC CONFLICT 
 
SIN – UNPARDONABLE SIN 
 
SALVATION - ATONEMENT:  UNLIMITED ATONEMENT 
 
EVIL 
 
JUDGMENT:  GREAT WHITE THRONE 
 
ANGELS:  CROSS AND SATAN 
 
 
 
 
 
CHRIST'S MOTHER AND BROTHERS DESIRE TO SEE HIM 
 
MARK 3:31-35   [MATTHEW 12:46-50, LUKE 8:19-21]   see HARMONY 74-7 
 
31  There came then his brethren and his mother, and, standing without, sent unto him, calling him. 32  And the 
multitude sat about him, and they said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren without seek for thee. 33  
And he answered them, saying, Who is my mother, or my brethren? 34  And he looked round about on them 
which sat about him, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren! 35  For whosoever shall do the will of God, 
the same is my brother, and my sister, and mother. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
31  There came then his brethren and his mother, and, standing without, sent unto him, calling him. 32  And the 
multitude sat about him, and they said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren without seek for thee.  
 
There was such a large crowd around our Lord that Mary and His blood half brothers could not reach him, so they sent 
someone to tell the Lord that they were waiting outside to speak to Him. 
 
Two of the half brothers of Jesus who were present with Mary, James and Jude both wrote epistles, but they never 
mention that Jesus was their half brother. They call themselves bond slaves of Jesus Christ. At this time neither Jude nor 
James were saved, thus from an eternal viewpoint those who were believers in the crowd were more closely related to 
the Lord Jesus than his family from an eternal viewpoint. 
 
33  And he answered them, saying, Who is my mother, or my brethren? 34  And he looked round about on them 
which sat about him, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren! 35  For whosoever shall do the will of God, 
the same is my brother, and my sister, and mother. 
 
Anyone who is in Christ Jesus is closer to him now, than his physical mother and his physical brothers were in that day. 
This is the reason he could look around and say, “this crowd who love my words are closer kinsmen to me than even my 
mother and my brothers”. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
Jesus here points to the great importance of spiritual relationships compared to physical relationships. 
 
The real family is the one of spiritual birth, not that of physical birth whose relationship is temporal. 
 
Many social and physical advantages can come by being born physically into certain families, but the advantages at best 
are only temporary. The advantages of being born again are eternal and infinite compared to them. 
 
The will of the Father is that we should believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. All of the emphasis is on regeneration; on the 
new family 
 
The will of the Father is defined by 1 John 3:23  And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of 
his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment”. Jesus says that the person who does this is 
my family. “For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus”. Galatians 3:26. 
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Jesus’ remarks showed that the gospel is not limited to people of a particular race, in the form of the Jews, but for all who 
believe, including Gentiles. Once again the importance of hearing God’s Word is central in our brief walk through space-
time, however the Word must be put into practice.  
 
Jesus’ half brother James must have learned this lesson well for he wrote about obeying the Word instead of merely 
listening to it in James 1:22-23. 
 
The important thing is to be rightly related to God in Christ Jesus by having received Him as Saviour which gives us the 
right of being the sons and daughters of God. 1 Peter 2:9-10. 
 
The words of the Lord here were and remain a rebuke to the worship of Mary. He did not dishonour her as his natural 
mother but He did say that spiritual relationships take precedence over natural ones. It was therefore more to Mary’s 
credit to do the will of God that to be His mother. 
 
This passage disproves the dogma of Mary being a perpetual virgin. Jesus had brothers. He was Mary’s firstborn but 
other children were born to Mary afterwards through normal marital relationship with Joseph. 
 
We notice that Jesus puts God’s interests above natural ties. To his followers He still says today, “if anyone comes to Me 
and does not hate his father and mother wife and children brothers and sisters, yes and his own life, he cannot be My 
disciple”. 
 
This passage reminds us that believers are bound by stronger cords to fellow Christians than they are to blood relations 
when those relatives are unsaved. 
 
It also emphasizes the importance Jesus places on doing the will of God. How well do we do the will of God? 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRIORITIES - HATE YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER 
 
MARY - GRACE 
 
GOD - FATHERHOOD OF GOD 
 
 
GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – FAMILY 
 
SALVATION:  REGENERATION:  BORN AGAIN 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  GIFTS GIVEN AT SALVATION 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE – BLESSING OF THE BELIEVER 
 
HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  INDWELLING OF CHRIST 
 
Notes  
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CHAPTER 4 
 
PARABLE OF THE SOWER 
 
MARK 4:1-20   [MATTHEW 13:1-23, LUKE 8:4-15]   see HARMONY 74-8 
 
1  And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there was gathered unto him a great multitude, so that he 
entered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude was by the sea on the land. 2  And he taught 
them many things by parables, and said unto them in his doctrine, 3  Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to 
sow: 4  And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured 
it up. 5  And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it 
had no depth of earth: 6  But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered 
away. 7  And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit. 8  And other 
fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought forth, some thirty, and some 
sixty, and some an hundred. 9  And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 10  And when he 
was alone, they that were about him with the twelve asked of him the parable. 11  And he said unto them, Unto 
you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are 
done in parables: 12  That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not 
understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them. 13  And he said 
unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables? 14  The sower soweth the word. 
15  And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh 
immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. 16  And these are they likewise which are 
sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 17  And have 
no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the 
word's sake, immediately they are offended. 18  And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear 
the word, 19  And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering 
in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. 20  And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as 
hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
1  And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there was gathered unto him a great multitude, so that he 
entered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude was by the sea on the land. 2  And he taught 
them many things by parables, and said unto them in his doctrine, 
 
Entering the boat would have been ideal for Jesus’ voice to carry to the crowds as it often carries well across water. A 
place such as a small cove would have natural acoustics that would allow many thousands of people to hear a person 
speaking. 
 
Rabbis often taught in parables, although the subject of many parables centred on royal courts. However many teachers 
explained points to the common folk often using more down to earth parables like the sowing and harvest story which 
Jesus uses here. 
 
The parables were common stories which illustrated spiritual meanings and interpretations. So as to see the parable and 
interpretation various verses have been brought together rather than being looked at in sequence, which is our normal 
practice. 
 
PARABLE 
 
3  Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow:     9  And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear. 
 
This parable has to do with the Sower, the seed, and the soil. In verse nine the Lord instructs them to listen to what He 
has to say. In the English it looks as if he is asking them to hear, but in fact the word “to hear” is in the imperative mood 
which means He is commanding them to hear and actually understand what he is getting at. 
 
INTERPRETATION 
 
13  And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables? 14  The sower 
soweth the word. 
 
Interpreting the parable the Lord opens with a question. Don’t you know this parable? In essence He is saying, How will 
you ever know any of the parables unless you get this one?  
 
Jesus then starts to interpret the parable in spiritual terms. We see that the Sower is a person who sows the word of 
God. He is therefore an evangelist. 
 
PARABLE 
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4  And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up.  
 
When the seed was sown before the ground was ploughed up as an often was it sometimes fell on to hardened ground. 
The road or the wayside, as it is called in this verse, could be the footpath through the field. The wayside soil was too 
hard for the seed to penetrate and so the birds came and make off with the seed. 
 
 
INTERPRETATION 
 
15  And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh 
immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. 
 
This heart is hard, and determined to follow self interest - not any demands from the Creator. This sort of person is 
stubborn and unbroken – resisting the Holy Spirit’s conviction. John 16:8-11.   He/she says a determined “No” to the 
Saviour.  Satan, pictured here by the birds, snatches up the Word of God that would otherwise stay and might germinate 
later and removes it out of the way. The unbeliever pictured here is unmoved and untroubled by the message. She/he is 
indifferent and insensible to it continually and they allow their lives to be lived with distractions filling up their time rather 
than truth. 
 
PARABLE 
 
5  And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it had no 
depth of earth: 6  But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away. 
 
The stony ground had a thin layer of the earth covering a bed of rock. Shallowness of the earth prevented the seed from 
taking deep root, but it quickly came to life and appeared vigorous for a time. 
 
INTERPRETATION 
 
16  And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, 
immediately receive it with gladness; 17  And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: 
afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended. 
 
Unlike the hard ground those represented by the stony ground accept the Word of God immediately and receive it with 
gladness, but, while their reception of the truth is real, it is shallow emotionality. As believers however they do not dig 
deeply into the Word of God, and heir roots do not go down to draw up truths for each day, and when strife and 
persecution comes into their life they wither away and walk away from the Christian path. 
 
It is often seen that young believers, when they are verbally attacked by unbelievers, become offended and embarrassed 
about the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. We are told in Romans chapter one not be ashamed of the gospel of Christ. 
These people are the type of Christians who are offended or ashamed of the gospel of Christ, and yet they have not 
“gone deep” to understand the wonder and glory of the message contained in the Word – and so cannot use worship to 
protect themselves. 
 
PARABLE 
 
7  And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit. 
 
The thorny ground has thorn bush seeds in the soils that grow and cut the seedlings off from nourishment and sunlight 
thus choking it preventing it from bearing good fruit. 
 
INTERPRETATION 
 
18  And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, 19  And the cares of this world, 
and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh 
unfruitful. 
 
Here again, as with the stony ground, the Word of God is accepted and there is real life. However the cares of the world, 
materialism and other lusts, downgrade the desire to feed on the Word of God, and the Christian’s life becomes 
unfruitful. By the fact that it became, using the word Greek word “Ginomai” meaning to become something that it wasn’t 
before, indicates that the life had been fruitful before these other events and situations came into being to downgrade the 
Christian life. Clearly if a person has been fruitful and becomes unfruitful they are believers who are backslidden due to 
the “cares and distractions” and temptations of the world. 
 
PARABLE 
 
8  And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought forth, some 
thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred. 
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The good ground was deep and fertile and conditions favourable to the seed. Some seeds produce thirty fold some sixty 
and some a hundredfold. 
 
INTERPRETATION 
 
20  And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth 
fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred. 
 
Here there is a definite acceptance of the Word of God. These people are not only born again from above, they are loyal 
subjects of Christ. Neither the world, flesh, nor the devil can shake their confidence in Him. 
 
Even among the good ground there are varying degrees of fruitfulness. Some bear thirty fold, some sixty and some one 
hundred. What determines the degree of productivity? The life that his most productive is the one that is characterized by 
obedience to the Word of God, walking in the filling of the Holy Spirit most of the time, promptly and consistently applying 
the Word into shoe leather each and every day. 
 
10  And when he was alone, they that were about him with the twelve asked of him the parable.  
 
When the disciples were with him alone they asked him why he spoke in parables. He explained to them that only those 
who were receptive were permitted to know the mystery of the Kingdom of God. 
 
A mystery in the New Testament is a truth hitherto unknown that can only be known through special revelation. 
 
The mystery of the Kingdom of God is that:-  
 
1.  The Lord Jesus was rejected by the majority when He offered Himself as King to Israel. 
 
2. A period of time would intervene before the kingdom would be literally set up on the earth. 
 
3.  During the interim it would exist in a spiritual form in the Church – as the “kingdom of Heaven”. All who 
acknowledge Christ as King would be in the kingdom even though the King himself was absent. 
 
4.  The Word of God would be sown during the interim period with varying degrees of success. Some people would 
actually be converted that others would reject the gospel, but there would be a kingdom and there would be productivity. 
 
11  And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that 
are without, all these things are done in parables: 12  That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing 
they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven 
them. 
 
Jesus now it tells them that it is given to them to know the mystery of the Kingdom of God. Those who are not believers 
will not understand the mystery of the Kingdom of God.  
 
1 Corinthians 2:14 tells us that the soulish or natural man, the unbeliever, does not understand the things of God 
because they are spiritually discerned. That chapter ends in verse 16 with the statement that, “we have the mind of 
Christ”, which is in fact the Word of God 
 
There is such a thing as hearing the gospel for the last time. It is possible to sin away the day of grace and sadly the 
majority still do that.  People do drift beyond redemption point.  There are men and women who have refused the Saviour 
and who will never again have the opportunity to repent and be forgiven.  
 
They may hear the gospel but it falls on a hardened ears and an unresponsive will.  We say, “Where there’s life there’s 
hope”. But the Bible speaks of some who are alive, yet beyond hope and repentance because they have hardened their 
heart so much to the gospel of Christ, that they cannot and will not hear truth and change their lives. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
The sower and the seed parable deals with the unbeliever and three types of believer. 
 
The unbeliever is a person who resists the Scripture, does not accept the gospel and becomes more and more hardened 
to the gospel.  
 
It is possible like the Pharaoh of Egypt to harden the heart to the gospel so much that you get to the stage where you 
cannot believe the gospel. It is seen in the Exodus passage that Pharaoh, having reached that status, was used by God 
who hardened Pharaoh’s heart in response to the latter plagues. 
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To illustrate this there was the story of an elderly man dying in a hospital. It was near Christmas and a Christian nurse 
decided to give the gospel to him. He understood the gospel but with deep sadness said that he wished he could believe 
but could not, he had hardened his heart to the state of making it impossible for the gospel to be accepted now. 
 
Believers can also be diverted from the Christian way of life by pressure, criticism, or getting their eyes on the things of 
the world. Whilst they are still Christians they are unproductive. We need to ensure we keep our eyes on the Lord and 
His work that we are called to do, and only do that which He has set us to do. 
 
In order to endure testing it is critical that believers build up a deep root system in the Word of God otherwise they will 
wilt under the pressures that the enemy can bring to bear under God’s permissive will.  Remember the Lord allows 
pressures to come in order for there to be “training” equipment for you to grow stronger using…. 
 
Often people that worry about the future rely on amassing a large cash or capital reserve so that they can be comfortable 
in their old age. This attitude is wrong, as it is doctrine which gives you security in this life, and not transient riches. 
 
With the proper Christian life consistent learning of doctrine and application of those truths to the life is the basis of divine 
production and relaxation for only on God’s path for our life is there any security at all.  
 
There will always be three types of people on the earth, the unbeliever who rejects the gospel, the believer who produces 
fruit and the believer who is saved but due to a lack of doctrine or failure to apply what they know are not fruitful 
believers. 
 
If you know doctrine you can build on doctrine. The more doctrine you know and apply the more productive you will come 
in the Christian way of life. 
 
This shows that as far as performance is concerned you cannot distinguish between the unbeliever and a perpetually 
carnal believer. You cannot tell the difference between the unsaved and the ignorant saved. They think and act the same 
way. 
 
PROPHECY 
 
[1] PARABLES – that the method of teaching should be in parables 
 
PROPHECY  
 
 Psalm 78:1,2 (1000 BC): Give ear, O my people, to my law: incline your ears to the words of 
my mouth. 2  I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old 
 
This is the first of a group of Psalms which draw spiritual lessons from Israel's history (Psalms 80,89,105,106).  
 
The introduction is unusually long and includes the prophecy which gave an aspect of the Lord's ministry. 
 
FULFILLMENT 
 
 Matthew 13 34,35 (30 AD): All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; 
and without a parable spake he not unto them: 35  That it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I 
will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world. 
 
1.  A parable is a short story which everybody can understand but it has spiritual meaning to those who are regenerate (1 
Corinthians 2:14). 
 
2. The parables do not have geographic locations, nor people with proper names, thus the Rich Man and Lazarus in 
Hades is not a parable but a true story. 
 
3. The word parable comes from the Greek words PARA "to compare", and BOLE 'to throw"; or to bring two things 
together for comparison. 
 
4. There are 28 parables in the gospels, commencing with the Sower and the Seed. 
 
[2] HIS TEACHING REJECTED 
 
PROPHECY 
 
Isaiah 6:9,10 (758 BC): And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand 
not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 10  Make the heart of this people fat, and make 
their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed. 
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FULFILLMENT 
 
Acts 28:25-27 (62 AD): And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that 
Paul had spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our 
fathers, 26  Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not 
understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive: 27  For the heart of this people 
is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest 
they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their 
heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 
 
1. The teaching of Jesus Christ can only be discerned spiritually (1 Corinthians 2:14). 
 
2. Religion and ritual had blinded the minds of most Jews at the time of his ministry, thus his teaching was rejected as 
foolishness. 
 
3. The use of parables meant that the unbelievers understood the simple story but failed to grasp the spiritual 
significance. 
 
4. Forgiveness of sins is through hearing and believing the gospel. 
 
5. It is therefore of the utmost importance for the gospel to be told. 
 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  EVANGELISM    
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  EVANGELISM - NEW TESTAMENT PATTERN  
 
MYSTERY KINGDOM 
 
MYSTERY 
 
BIBLE:  BIBLE AND THE BELIEVER 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  ETERNAL SECURITY 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  GIFTS - SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
 
GOOD WORKS – ORIGINALLY TITLED WORKS 
 
THORNS 
 
MORALITY 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SPIRITUALITY 
 

 
 
 
PARABLE OF THE CANDLE 
 
MARK 4:21-29   [LUKE 8:16-18]   see HARMONY 74-8 
 
21  And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to be put under a bushel, or under a bed? and not to be set on a 
candlestick? 22  For there is nothing hid, which shall not be manifested; neither was any thing kept secret, but 
that it should come abroad. 23  If any man have ears to hear, let him hear. 24  And he said unto them, Take heed 
what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be a 
given. 25  For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him shall be taken even that which 
he hath. 26  And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the ground; 27  And 
should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how. 28  For the 
earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear. 29  But when 
the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come. 
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
21  And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to be put under a bushel, or under a bed? and not to be set on a 
candlestick?  
 
The lamp here represents the truth which the Lord imparted to his disciples. These truths were not to be put under a 
basket or under a bed, but into the open for men to see. The bushel basket may represent business which if allowed will 
steal time of that should be given to the things for the Lord. The bed may speak of comfort or laziness both enemies of 
evangelism. Jesus point is clear, yet many still ignore it; do not let anything in your life stop the spreading of the truth. 
 
22  For there is nothing hid, which shall not be manifested; neither was any thing kept secret, but that it should 
come abroad. 23  If any man have ears to hear, let him hear. 
 
Jesus spoke to the multitudes in parables. The underlying truth was therefore hidden from the unsaved who just got an 
interesting principle for life. The divine intention was that the disciples would explain those hidden truths to those who 
were eager to hear.  Once again we face the Lord’s method, which was to challenge people to think, not making it easy 
for people who were not prepared to study and think.  The Lord wants us to devote ourselves to truth, not be lazy or 
casual about eternal things.  Laziness or disinterest regarding eternal things is the fatal and final sin in the unbeliever. 
 
The seriousness of these words is indicated by Jesus making the statement, “If anyone has ears let him hear”. This is the 
statement that is made seven times in Revelation chapters 2&3 by the apostle John when telling things of vital 
importance to the Churches in Asia, and ever since.  Jesus is challenging volition in his hearers – will they pay attention 
or will they ignore and be distracted by the things of this temporary world?  You and I are each responsible to the Lord for 
what we hear, and what we do with what we hear!  If we live on a spiritual diet of fluff and nonsense we will achieve little 
and the Lord will hold us responsible, as he held the servants receiving the talents responsible for what they did with 
them.  Matthew 25:15-28.   
 
24  And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: 
and unto you that hear shall more be given. 25  For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, 
from him shall be taken even that which he hath. 
 
The Lord now added another serious warning. “Take heed of what you hear”. If I hear some command from the 
Scriptures but fail to obey it, I cannot pass it on to others. What gives power and scope to teaching is when people see 
the truth in the teacher’s life.  Whatever we hear the Lord holds us responsible to apply and pass on. 
 
Whatever we measure out in sharing the truth with others comes back to us with compound interest. I have found that 
the teacher usually learns more in preparing a lesson than the pupils who hear it. The future reward will be greater than 
the small effort we invest in it, if we hear, believe, apply, share and worship. 
 
Every time we acquire fresh truth and allow it to become reality in our lives, and share it with others, we are sure to be 
given more truth. On the other hand failure to respond to truth results in a loss of what we had previously acquired. 
 
26  And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the ground; 27  And should sleep, 
and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how. 28  For the earth bringeth 
forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear. 29  But when the fruit is 
brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come. 
 
This parable is found only in Mark. The man here pictures the Lord Jesus Christ casting seed on the earth during his 
public ministry then returning to heaven. The seed begins to grow mysteriously, imperceptibly but steadily. From a small 
beginning a harvest in the life of all true believers develops. When the grain ripens the harvest will be taken to the 
heavenly garner. The Lord is challenging the believers to hear His Word, apply it into their lives, and even though they 
don't understand exactly how they grow spiritually, they are just to keep allowing the Holy Spirit free reign within them, 
and keep worshipping, witnessing and working as the Spirit directs. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
We are responsible for what we receive from the Word of God. The more we know the more we have the responsibility of 
sharing that knowledge with others. 
 
If we do increase in the knowledge of the doctrines of God we will receive more doctrine, but if we are lazy and do not 
take in the doctrines as they are presented to us, we will backslide and forget the doctrines we already knew. 
 
Sharing the truth of the Bible with other Christians is a great ministry and will prove to be a great blessing both to the 
hearer and the person that shares the knowledge. We are responsible to younger and less mature believers to do this as 
a service for them. 
 
The Word of God when correctly interpreted and given to others does not come back void. We may not see the results of 
all our labours until we are in heaven. If we do things under the power the Holy Spirit we will be blessed. 
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DOCTRINES 
 
LIGHT    
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE - BACK-SLIDING AND RECOVERY 
 
HOLY SPIRIT:  TEACHER 
 
 
 
 
PARABLE OF THE GRAIN OF MUSTARD SEED 
 
MARK 4:30-34   [MATTHEW 13:31-32, LUKE 13:18-19]   see HARMONY 74-8 
 
30  And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with what comparison shall we compare it? 
31  It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the 
earth: 32  But when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater than all herbs, and shooteth out great 
branches; so that the fowls of the air may lodge under the shadow of it. 33  And with many such parables spake 
he the word unto them, as they were able to hear it. 34  But without a parable spake he not unto them: and when 
they were alone, he expounded all things to his disciples. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
30  And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with what comparison shall we compare it? 
31  It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the 
earth: 32  But when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater than all herbs, and shooteth out great 
branches; so that the fowls of the air may lodge under the shadow of it. 
 
The mustard seed was the smallest of all the commercial seeds that Jesus’ listeners could have known as crop 
producing, and whilst there are many plants that have a smaller seed they were unknown to the people Jesus was 
talking to.  The Lord’s point may be reminding them of the words of Zechariah 4:10.  They are not to, “despise the day of 
small things”, for God will achieve great things from very small beginnings. 
 
It needs to be realised that the Lord was not giving a lecture on global botany but what He said related to what would be 
common in Israel. The point is that it was proverbially small and yet grew into a very large shrub and could produce a 
very good return on investment for the farmer.  God doesn't need a big start to produce a big result; He just requires faith 
and Holy Spirit filled application.  To get the return the famer had to plant and care for the mustard and then it would 
grow. 
 
Because it would grow new each year, birds could not construct nests in it when they built nests in spring, but small birds 
could light on it and shelter under the shadow of the leaves as indicated above.  The birds may be seen in other places 
as false teachers of evil, and by the tree being renewed every year evil presences were limited.  Just so with us, with 
constant spiritual renewal the enemy has limited options to disrupt and destroy. 
 
This indicates that the Kingdom of Heaven had a very small start, with a small group of 120 people being present at the 
start of the Church Age at Pentecost, to the very large structures we have today.  Sadly the birds of evil are nesting in 
many areas of the church, but we can limit evil’s influence by constant spiritual revival! 
 
Birds often are associated with Satan such as the birds which Abraham had to fight off in the sacrifice scene in Genesis 
15. Here it would refer to false teachers using and being protected by the Church, as they spread their doctrine within the 
Church.  It is very hard for false teaching to get established if the Word is preached often, thoroughly and in Holy Spirit 
power, but it is easy for evil to make itself at home in a church that is entertaining and doesn't teach the Word.  
 
33  And with many such parables spake he the word unto them, as they were able to hear it. 34  But without a 
parable spake he not unto them: and when they were alone, he expounded all things to his disciples. 
 
There is a big contrast drawn here between the “secrets” of the fake teachers and the “believers only” teaching of Jesus.  
The fake Jewish teachers and “magicians” had some “special” teachings that they would confide only in the closest 
disciples because they were not for public knowledge.  These teachers were fakes, and their “secret doctrines” were 
satanic religious nonsense.  Jesus was open about all he did and said, but some truths were only going to be understood 
by Spirit filled believers.  The unsaved people could not grasp the true nature of Jesus’ kingdom until the nature of His 
Messiahship had been revealed and accepted, for only the Holy Spirit would reveal them. 
 
It is noted that Matthew continues recording more parables, but this point concludes the parables of the Kingdom of God 
in Mark, for his purpose is different to Matthew and he will move on to cover the next point he wants to make under the 
Spirit’s guidance.  This reminds us of the need to read all the Gospels and keep the Harmony in mind. 
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APPLICATION 
 
We see from this parable that from very small beginnings very large things can grow. This should encourage us in the 
fact that though we are small in number through the power of the Holy Spirit, and under the guidance of the Lord, we can 
grow and assist others by our industry and our encouragement of them. 
 
In relation to the birds in this parable we need to recognize that many groups exist in Christendom which are both openly 
cults and within church denominations themselves which are not preaching the truth.  
 
They may come under a Christian name, they may use the Bible, but what they interpret from the Bible may be totally 
contrary to the Word of God. 
 
In Christendom we see the growth of denominations and Christianity has in fact become a huge number of a group with 
many different facets.  
 
However the older than the denomination the more likely it is to have added significant traditions to the original truth 
meaning that even though they are large they fail to represent accurately the mind of Christ. 
 
It is necessary therefore that we search the Scriptures to make sure that we are complying to all the principles of the 
Bible. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
MUSTARD SEED AND TREE 
 
DISPENSATION OF THE CHURCH 
 
DISPENSATION – CHURCH AGE – INTERCATION OR INSERTION 
 
DISPENSATIONS: THE TRIBULATION OR THE TIME OF JACOB'S TROUBLE 
 
RELIGION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE TEMPEST STILLED 
 
MARK 4:35-41   [MATTHEW 8:23-27, LUKE 8:22-25]   see HARMONY 74-9 
 
35  And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side. 36  
And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And there were also with 
him other little ships. 37  And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was 
now full. 38  And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto 
him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? 39  And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, 
Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 40  And he said unto them, Why are ye so 
fearful? how is it that ye have no faith? 41  And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner 
of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him? 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
35  And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side. 36  
And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And there were also with 
him other little ships. 37  And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was 
now full. 
 
At evening on the same day Jesus and his disciples started off across the Sea of Galilee towards the eastern shore. 
They had not made any advance preparations. Other little boats followed. Then suddenly a violent windstorm arose. 
Huge waves threatened to swamp the boat and it was filling up with water – the threat was real of sinking, but the Lord 
was with them in the boat. 
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38  And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, 
carest thou not that we perish? 39  And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. 
And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 40  And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it 
that ye have no faith? 41  And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, 
that even the wind and the sea obey him? 
 
Jesus was sleeping in the stern of the boat. The frantic disciples awoke him rebuking him for his seeming lack of concern 
for their safety. The Lord arose and rebuked the wind and the waves. The calm was immediate and complete.  They 
were always safe with the Lord in the boat, all they needed do was “cast their cares upon Him, and they did with 
passionate concern”.  1 Peter 5:5-10. 
 
It is of interest that the Greek word translated “Be still” is Phimoo which means to muzzle. It is as if a wild beast is 
involved and the Lord controls it. We note in Revelation 7:1, “And after these things I saw four angels standing on 
the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor 
on the sea, nor on any tree”, that angels are involved in controlling the winds here.  Was it demonic/angelic forces 
trying to destroy them all?  We do not know, and we don't need to know what forces were loose here, we only need to 
focus upon the POWER of the creator to overcome all the “forces” of men, nature and the angelic.    
 
Jesus chided his followers as fearing and not trusting.  If Jesus is in our “boat” with us, on our brief journey through life, 
we are safe on that journey, and we are safe in the storms that come at times.  We are to simply cast our cares upon 
him.  They were stunned by the miracle as even though they knew who Jesus was, they were impressed afresh by the 
power/authority of one who controlled nature.  They are yet to fully understand that HE is the Creator and sustainer of the 
entire universe, and that he will make it anew one day! 
 
APPLICATION 
 
You have to get into the boat and be traveling with Jesus before any suffering in the Christian life is beneficial. The 
people back at Capernaum or on the dock do not go through the storm experience. The storm at sea is scary but 
beneficial only to those who are walking in fellowship with the Lord. Only those who were in the boat benefited from 
maturing under testing which is the blessing that always results as we learn from testing in the Plan of God. 
 
In this storm the believers are going to learn their own helplessness and the futility of solving some problems using their 
own strength. In the storm the disciples learn who and what Christ is and they could not learn it any other way. 
 
If you have Jesus Christ in the storms of life you have no reason to be concerned. The disciples are concerned; they 
partly fail this test but can learn from their failures.  They get it partly right – they wake up the right person…. 
 
There is nothing more inconsistent than a panic driven believer, but if we cast our anxieties on the Lord we are alright. 
We need to apply the doctrines of God to see problems from God’s viewpoint. As a great person once said, ‘there is no 
such thing as a problem, there are just interesting opportunities’, as long as we face them God’s way, in Spirit power. 
 
In the storms of life we are able to hear the words of the Lord through His Word, for the Bible is the mind of Christ. 1 
Corinthians 2:16. 
 
We learn to know the Lord in the storm. Psalm 39:14 says, “Many are the afflictions of the righteous but the Lord 
delivereth from them all”. 
 
Miracles to heal the sick and cast out demons were able to be done by the disciples from time to time, but miracles 
involving nature were the domain solely of the Lord Jesus Christ as Creator. 
 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
MIRACLES:  PURPOSE       MIRACLES OF CHRIST:  CATEGORIES    
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE – BLESSING OF THE BELIEVER       CHRIST:  HYPOSTATIC UNION – GOD – MAN    
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING   GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD 
 
FEAR       WORRY 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH – OVERCOMING BY FAITH 
 


