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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST? 
 
Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were 
accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a 
university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of 
Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the 
subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf 
agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf 
personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour. 
 
Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States jurists saying in part “I personally have 
investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also 
discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence 
it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal 
Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord” 
 
HOW CAN I BE SAVED? 
 
Salvation is available for all members of the human race. 
Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of 
God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with 
the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can 
he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than 
the working out of God's plan to save sinners. 
 
However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor 
wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's 
redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned 
away. 
 
How do I become a Christian? 
There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 
6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24). 
 
Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I 
need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16). 
 
Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He 
died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; 
Acts 16:31; 4:12). 
 
The results of Salvation 
The results of this are unbelievably wonderful: 
My sins are taken away (John 1:29), 
I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12), 
I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17), 
The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19), 
And I will never perish (John 10:28-30). 
 
This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite 
and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple 
instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31). 
 
© Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia 2020 
 
Many other Christian resources are available freely from our internet web site: www.ebcwa.org.au and 
www.http//ebcwa.free.org.nz  for weekly messages. 
 
For further information contact Dr Peter Moses at pjmoses@bigpond.com.au  or email Brian Huggett 
brianhuggett@bigpond.com.au 
 
We encourage you to freely copy and distribute these materials to your Pastor and friends. You only, need written 
permission from EBCWA if you intend using the materials in publications for resale. We encourage wide distribution 
freely! 
 
NOTE:  In this volume the text of the Gospel of Mark is reviewed verse by verse but parallel texts are noted 
at the start of each section and the application and doctrines relate to the whole story by using material from 
the other gospels. For composite evaluation please see Harmony of the Gospels volumes. 
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CHAPTER 5 
 
THE DEMONIACS OF GADARA 
 
MARK 5:1-20   [MATTHEW 8:28-34, LUKE 8:26-39]   see HARMONY 74-9 
 
1  And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes. 2  And when he was 
come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, 3  Who had his 
dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with chains: 4  Because that he had been often 
bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in 
pieces: neither could any man tame him. 5  And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the 
tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones. 6  But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him, 7  
And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I 
adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not. 8  For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit. 
9  And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My name is Legion: for we are many. 10  And 
he besought him much that he would not send them away out of the country. 11  Now there was there nigh unto 
the mountains a great herd of swine feeding. 12  And all the devils besought him, saying, Send us into the 
swine, that we may enter into them. 13  And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits went out, 
and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the sea, (they were about two 
thousand;) and were choked in the sea. 14  And they that fed the swine fled, and told it in the city, and in the 
country. And they went out to see what it was that was done. 15  And they come to Jesus, and see him that was 
possessed with the devil, and had the legion, sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid. 16  
And they that saw it told them how it befell to him that was possessed with the devil, and also concerning the 
swine. 17  And they began to pray him to depart out of their coasts. 18  And when he was come into the ship, he 
that had been possessed with the devil prayed him that he might be with him. 19  Howbeit Jesus suffered him 
not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and 
hath had compassion on thee. 20  And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus 
had done for him: and all men did marvel. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
1  And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes. 2  And when he was 
come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, 3  Who had his 
dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with chains: 4  Because that he had been often 
bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in 
pieces: neither could any man tame him. 5  And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the 
tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones. 
 
The country of the Gadarenes was on the eastern side of the Sea of Galilee. There Jesus met an unusually violent, 
demon possessed man who was much feared and despised by society.  Every effort to restrain him had failed. He lived 
among the tombs and on the mountains, yelling continually and cutting himself with sharp stones. 
 
6  But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him, 7  And cried with a loud voice, and said, What 
have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not. 8  
For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit. 9  And he asked him, What is thy name? And he 
answered, saying, My name is Legion: for we are many. 10  And he besought him much that he would not send 
them away out of the country. 11  Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a great herd of swine feeding. 
12  And all the devils besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we may enter into them. 13  And 
forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits went out, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran 
violently down a steep place into the sea, (they were about two thousand;) and were choked in the sea. 
 
Even though this person was demon possessed, when he saw Jesus from a distance he ran and worshipped him. This 
indicates that even when a person is demon possessed their free will can be used to express veneration for God, and 
appeal to God for help.  This is the man appealing for help, not the demon worshipping, for while the demons recognize 
that Jesus is Lord they do not worship, they tremble.  James 2:19. 
 
While we have the person prostrating himself before the Lord Jesus Christ the demon within him asks the question. 
“What have I to do with thee Jesus Son of the most high God?”  
 
The demon ended his sentence with a rather strange but very suggestive question. He attempted to get Jesus to confirm 
that he was not going to place them under judgment. He did this by attempting to get Jesus to swear by God that he 
would not torment the demons. Seeing that Jesus is and always has been God using God as a guarantor for such an 
oath would have been pointless. This was done in response to the Lord Jesus Christ telling the unclean spirit to come out 
of the demon possessed man.   It is a reminder that Satan and the demons are not omniscient, and do not know the 
timing of the Plan of God, and so this demonic group fear that the last day of judgment may have actually arrived! 
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The demons knew that God had said that they will eventually be placed in the Lake of Fire by the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
that place of judgment would last forever, and they are focused on doing all the evil than can before that point. Jesus 
now asks the demon his name and he says it is legion because the number of demons within this person are many.  
Jesus does this for the people around, not because he doesn't know, or needs to know the name, or requires it to cast 
out the demons.   The Rabbis who did casting out of demons needed to know the name in order for their prayers to be 
specific, but Jesus knows all the facts in advance here and doesn't need anything from the demon – he will simply order 
him to go, and he will go.  They “tremble” in His presence.  James 2:19. 
 
The demons looked around for an alternative host. They saw close to them on the mountains a large herd of pigs which 
were feeding. The devils now asked permission of Jesus for them to be sent into the pigs, a scheme to which Jesus 
consented, given that the Gadaenes had no business herding swine, or such business was forbidden. The unclean 
spirits went out of the man, and with Jesus permission entered the pigs, with the result that the herd the pigs ran down a 
precipice into the sea and they drowned.   These pigs would rather die than be demon possessed – the pigs having more 
sense than most people! 
 
14  And they that fed the swine fled, and told it in the city, and in the country. And they went out to see what it 
was that was done. 15  And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with the devil, and had the 
legion, sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid. 16  And they that saw it told them how it 
befell to him that was possessed with the devil, and also concerning the swine. 17  And they began to pray him 
to depart out of their coasts. 
 
Those who witnessed the swine’s destruction ran back to the city with the news. A crowd returned to find the ex 
demoniac sitting at the Lord’s feet clothed, and in his right mind.  The man must have been provided with the clothing by 
the Lord’s disciples.  It is a challenge to remind us that feeding and caring for the new convert is a task for all believers to 
be ready to undertake instantly at our own cost.  The man gives evidence of his total change of life and spiritual 
conversion by sitting at Jesus feet hearing his teaching. 
 
The people were afraid, for they know they are guilty of non-kosher business operations, and could be reported by a 
Rabbi to Jerusalem, but also they have been recipients of a significant demon deliverance, and are facing Jesus who 
clearly has power beyond any exorcist they have ever met. The witnesses recounted the whole story to the newcomers. 
It was too much for the populace, they pleaded with Jesus to depart from the region. The destruction of the pigs and the 
cure of the demoniac meant that Christ was too costly a guest.  Sadly most people still prefer a religion that makes no 
demands of them and does not disrupt their ordinary lives.  The “Days of Noah” factor!  Matthew 24:37-38. 
 
18  And when he was come into the ship, he that had been possessed with the devil prayed him that he might be 
with him. 19  Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them how 
great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee. 20  And he departed, and began to 
publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for him: and all men did marvel. 
 
As Jesus was about to leave by boat the healed man begged to accompany him. It was a legitimate and worthy request, 
clearly showing his new life, but Jesus sent him home as a living witness of God’s great power and mercy. The man duly 
obeyed carrying the good news to the Decapolis; an area embracing ten cities.  This man clearly had enough doctrine 
within him to witness to his own change, but also preach Messiah has come!  When Jesus returns to this area he will 
receive a thorough hearing from the majority of the population as a result of this man’s evangelism.  Matthew 14:34-36. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
The disciples have joined Jesus in a boat, survived the tremendous test of the storm, and were now able to see another 
miracle. The Christian life is progressive and we need to walk with the Lord through the storms of life to be able to see 
increasingly the truth of His word, and as we believe and apply it we see maturity developing in ourselves. 
 
Irrespective of the demon possession of a person, that person can still use their own free will to accept the Lord Jesus 
Christ the Saviour.  The man could not speak, but he could throw himself at the feet of Jesus, and so express positive 
volition for deliverance.  Demon possessed people can still do this – we are to be alert to this.  
 
Demons have a very structured organisation with not all demons being of the same rank. Jesus talked to the head 
demon who had several thousand other demons under his control, and simply told them all to “go”.  
 
If one exorcises lower ranked demons from a demon possessed person it is possible that a residual group of higher 
status demons may remain in that individual.  All are to be told to go in Jesus name. 
 
Demons like to be in control of people or animals who have a soul. It is therefore possible to have demon controlled 
animals at times.  Demons live forever and they move from person to person or person to animal. A believer cannot be 
demon possessed, due to the indwelling Holy Spirit, although they can be demon influenced.  
 
One of the easiest ways for the unbeliever to receive a demon is to empty their mind. This is why in the Gospels it says 
that once a person has been exorcised from an indwelling demon, unless they fill the vacuum formed by the exorcism, 
the demon will return and bring fellow demons with them so that the future situation is worse than the past.  Luke 11:21-
26. 
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Countless multitudes still wish Christ far from them, for fear his fellowship may occasion some social, financial or 
personal loss. Seeking to save their possessions, power, or position they lose their souls. We need to ensure that we do 
not consider other things than God as more important in the life.  Exodus 20:3 gives the first commandment; “Thou shalt 
have no other gods before me”. 
 
All who have decided to accept of the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour and experienced His saving grace should remember 
what Jesus said to the cured man. Go home and evangelise, evangelism begins at home. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
ANGELS – ANGELIC CONFLICT 
 
ANGELS:  DEMONS 
 
ANGELS:  SATAN'S STRATEGY 
 
IDOLATRY 
 
SALVATION:  REGENERATION:  BORN AGAIN 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  EVANGELISM 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  EVANGELISM – FISHERS OF MEN 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  EVANGELISM - NEW TESTAMENT PATTERN 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:   AMBASSADORSHIP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RAISING OF JAIRUS' DAUGHTER AND CURING THE HAEMOPHILIAC 
 
MARK 5:21-43   [MATTHEW 9:18-26, LUKE 8:40-56]   see HARMONY 74-9 
 
21  And when Jesus was passed over again by ship unto the other side, much people gathered unto him: and he 
was nigh unto the sea. 22  And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; and 
when he saw him, he fell at his feet, 23  And besought him greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of 
death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live. 24  And Jesus 
went with him; and much people followed him, and thronged him. 25  And a certain woman, which had an issue 
of blood twelve years, 26  And had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, 
and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse, 27  When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, 
and touched his garment. 28  For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole. 29  And straightway 
the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague. 30  And 
Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in the press, and said, 
Who touched my clothes? 31  And his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and 
sayest thou, Who touched me? 32  And he looked round about to see her that had done this thing. 33  But the 
woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came and fell down before him, and told him all 
the truth. 34  And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy 
plague. 35  While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogue's house certain which said, Thy 
daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any further? 36  As soon as Jesus heard the word that was 
spoken, he saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe. 37  And he suffered no man to 
follow him, save Peter, and James, and John the brother of James. 38  And he cometh to the house of the ruler 
of the synagogue, and seeth the tumult, and them that wept and wailed greatly. 39  And when he was come in, 
he saith unto them, Why make ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth. 40  And they 
laughed him to scorn. But when he had put them all out, he taketh the father and the mother of the damsel, and 
them that were with him, and entereth in where the damsel was lying. 41  And he took the damsel by the hand, 
and said unto her, Talitha cumi; which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, arise. 42  And straightway 
the damsel arose, and walked; for she was of the age of twelve years. And they were astonished with a great 
astonishment. 43  And he charged them straitly that no man should know it; and commanded that something 
should be given her to eat. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
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21  And when Jesus was passed over again by ship unto the other side, much people gathered unto him: and he 
was nigh unto the sea. 22  And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; and 
when he saw him, he fell at his feet, 23  And besought him greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of 
death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live. 24  And Jesus 
went with him; and much people followed him, and thronged him. 
 
Jesus now arrives back on the Capernaum side of the Sea of Galilee. As soon as he arrives many people gather around 
and while he was still near the sea one of the rulers of the synagogue named Jairus approached him very troubled.  He 
has come to the right person.  1 Peter 5:5-10. 
 
Rulers of the synagogue were the chief volunteer officials in synagogues, and were prominent members of their 
communities, not the Rabbi. Jairus’ daughter would have been a minor until that year and on account of her age and her 
gender she would have virtually no social status, but she is loved by her father.  We are often fooled into thinking that 
girls and women were of no value in the ancient world and this story, with many others, reminds us that God’s people 
always value their children, and that women and girls are equal in importance in God’s sight. (Spiritual “fruit” = love!) 
 
One would fall at the feet of someone with much greater status, like a king, or prostrate one self before God. For this 
prominent man to humble himself in this way before Jesus was therefore to recognise Jesus’ power and position in a 
very public and serious way. It is clear however that this child is his only daughter and he knows that she is dying. 
 
Jairus shows a great deal of faith in Jesus, expecting that he will heal his daughter, and Jesus agrees to go with him, so 
they set off towards his house, followed by the crowd and also in company with the disciples of Jesus. 
 
25  And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years, 26  And had suffered many things of many 
physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse, 27  When she had 
heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched his garment. 28  For she said, If I may touch but his 
clothes, I shall be whole. 29  And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body 
that she was healed of that plague. 
 
The journey to the house was interrupted by a woman who has had a long-term gynaecological sickness. This woman’s 
sickness was a bleeding disorder, and it was as if she had a menstrual cycle all month long. Such an issue of blood 
made her continually ceremonially unclean under the Law, as seen in Leviticus 15:25-28. This was a social and religious 
problem on top of a physical one, for she was isolated from the religious life of the community, being forced to stay away 
from all gatherings of people.  
 
If this woman touched anyone or anyone’s clothes she rendered that person’s ceremonially unclean for the rest of the 
day. Leviticus 15:26-27.  Some uncleanliness was unavoidable in life for all people, but this was seriously inconvenient 
for her, and also for anyone who touched her, requiring mikveh bathing each evening.  
 
As a result and especially when the Mishnah added higher penalties for being unclean than the requirement of the Law 
many teachers avoiding touching women altogether in case they became accidentally contaminated. Thus she could not 
touch or be touched, and as a result was severely marginalised and emotionally isolated in orthodox Jewish society. 
 
Having spent a tremendous amount of funds on Physicians with no benefit, she hears about Jesus. Luke 8:43-44.  Luke 
tell us that the case was a difficult one – he is supporting the physicians.  She lost no time in finding Jesus once she 
heard he was back in the town. Easing her way through the crowd she touched the border of his cloak and immediately 
the bleeding stopped and she felt completely well – knowing herself to be healed that very second. 
 
30  And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in the press, 
and said, Who touched my clothes? 31  And his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging 
thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me? 32  And he looked round about to see her that had done this thing. 33  
But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came and fell down before him, and told 
him all the truth. 34  And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole 
of thy plague. 
 
Her plan was to slip away quietly without fuss, but the Lord will not let her miss the blessing of publicly acknowledging 
her Saviour.  She tries to slip away because she had broken the Law by touching him.  He had been aware of the outflow 
of divine power when she touched him. It cost Him something to heal her, so he asked, “Who touched my clothes?”  He 
knew the answer but asked in order to bring her forward in the crowd, so that her social marginalization would be over.   
 
Because of the crowd His disciples thought the question was silly. Many people would be jostling him continually so they 
wondered, “Why ask, Who touched me?” There’s a difference however between a random touch of physical nearness 
and the touch of a desperate but expectant faith.  
 
The woman came forward in fear and trembling, for she fears being accused of breaking the Law, and so she fell down 
before him and made her first public confession of Jesus. The words of the Lord Jesus not only confirm the physical 
healing for all to hear, so she can be restored to society fully, but also included the great blessing of reassurance from 
our Lord, for her to have confidence in Him for the future as well.  
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35  While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogue's house certain which said, Thy daughter is 
dead: why troublest thou the Master any further? 36  As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he saith 
unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe. 37  And he suffered no man to follow him, save 
Peter, and James, and John the brother of James. 38  And he cometh to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, 
and seeth the tumult, and them that wept and wailed greatly. 39  And when he was come in, he saith unto them, 
Why make ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth. 
 
By this time messengers arrived with the sad news that Jairus’ daughter had died. They said that there was no need to 
trouble/bring the teacher. Jesus however reassures Jairus. He then took Peter, James and John to the house. They were 
met by the unrestrained weeping characteristic of Middle Eastern homes in times of sorrow. 
 
In the time of Christ several professional mourners were required even at the funeral of the poorest person. More 
mourners would assemble at the death of a member of a prominent family like this one, and they would often “hang 
around outside” waiting for the death, so as to “earn their money” later.  They are cynical people, but its their business, 
and so they are there to weep and wail for money.  
 
Because bodies decomposed rapidly in the Middle East, mourners had to be assembled immediately on the news of 
someone’s death, and in this case they had gathered together before the little girl died, expecting her death, so even 
before word reached the father that his daughter had died they were “into action” to earn their money. Messengers were 
normally dispatched to bring a parent or spouse the sad news first. 
 
40  And they laughed him to scorn. But when he had put them all out, he taketh the father and the mother of the 
damsel, and them that were with him, and entereth in where the damsel was lying. 41  And he took the damsel 
by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha cumi; which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, arise. 42  And 
straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she was of the age of twelve years. And they were astonished 
with a great astonishment. 43  And he charged them straitly that no man should know it; and commanded that 
something should be given her to eat. 
 
When Jesus assured them that the child was not dead but sleeping, their fake tears turned to real and malice filled scorn. 
As professional mourners it would have been very clear to them that the child was past help. She was dead, and they are 
as fake as their tears – they do not care for her, or have real compassion for the child or the parents, they love money. 
 
Jesus took the immediate family to the motionless child, and taking her gently by the hand said in Aramaic, “Little girl I 
say to you arise”.  “Talitha Cumi”.  Immediately the girl got up and walked into the arms of her overjoyed parents. The 
relatives were stunned and doubtlessly delirious with joy. 
 
It was quite common practice for girls to get married young in those days. Young girls usually looked forward to their 
wedding day as the most joyous event in their life. Therefore to die unmarried, especially just short of that time, without 
any child of her own, was lamented as an even greater tragedy.  
 
He now told them not to say anything to anyone, and also to look after the young girl, and give us something to eat.  The 
Lord has given the family in effect what we would call a “cover story”.  He has already said to the professional mourners, 
who will be the community gossips that the girls was only sleeping, so the girl can escape notoriety as a “resurrected” 
person. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
Both the woman with the issue of blood and Jairus had placed their problems in the Lord’s hands.  1 Peter 5:7, Psalm 
55:22, Matthew 6:25-27, Philippians 4:4-7. When we place our problems in the Lord’s hands it is logical that our Lord 
will solve the problem. 
 
It is possible to be ever so near him, without trust in him. It is impossible to touch him by faith without His knowing it and 
without being benefited. 
 
The Lord deals with situations in different and individually appropriate ways. Firstly, we like the disciples, can see the 
power of God as we see the miracles occur. Secondly however we see the response to faith and the Lord’s gentleness 
and encouragement to those under great stress.  
 
Jairus who is under extreme stress/grief pressure, because his only daughter is dying, observes what happens to the 
woman with the issue of blood and this would have encouraged him. We are sometimes encouraged by the way the Lord 
deals with others who are suffering, and it is one of the reasons why Christians suffer. 
 
Only a few were allowed to see the miracle of resuscitation, the miracle was for the believers not the scornful unbelievers 
who were sent away. For the disciples it is to teach them, for the parents it is a lesson of faith and for the girl a new 
opportunity for a life of service for the Lord. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 



EVANGELICAL BIBLE COLLEGE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

MARK VOLUME 2 8

CHRISTIAN LIFE: - DESTINY OF BELIEVERS  CHRISTIAN LIFE:  STABILITY 
 
DELIVERANCE      MIRACLES: HEALING AND MIRACLES 
 
POWER      WEEPING 
 

 
CHAPTER 6 
 
SECOND REJECTION AT NAZARETH 
 
MARK 6:1-6A   [MATTHEW 13:54-58]   see HARMONY 74-10 
 
1  And he went out from thence, and came into his own country; and his disciples follow him. 2  And when the 
sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the synagogue: and many hearing him were astonished, saying, 
From whence hath this man these things? and what wisdom is this which is given unto him, that even such 
mighty works are wrought by his hands? 3  Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and 
Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him. 4  But 
Jesus, said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, but in his own country, and among his own kin, and in 
his own house. 5  And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and 
healed them. 6  And he marvelled because of their unbelief.  
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
1  And he went out from thence, and came into his own country; and his disciples follow him. 2  And when the 
sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the synagogue: and many hearing him were astonished, saying, 
From whence hath this man these things? and what wisdom is this which is given unto him, that even such 
mighty works are wrought by his hands? Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and 
Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us?  
 
From Capernaum Jesus went some 30 kilometres south west to His old hometown of Nazareth. He arrived back as an 
acknowledged teaching and miracle working Rabbi with disciples, and so he comes as a public mission to the area.  
 
He was preparing the disciples for their own future ministry, and mentoring how to deal with those who are negative. He 
began teaching in the Synagogue on the Sabbath. His hearers were astonished at His teaching, some finding it hard to 
relate the teacher to the carpenter whom they had grown up with.  He did not head to Jerusalem to be “officially” trained 
and he was not “officially” recognized by the Pharisee authorities, so many are suspicious, but also intrigued, for he had 
worked many miracles and was well known now.  They are embarrassed and proud of his local success, but its fragile. 
 
In this passage Jesus is called a carpenter. When Jesus was young, Sepphoris, the capital of the Galilee had been 
destroyed by the Romans, and rebuilding had begun there immediately.  Carpenters were no doubt in demand in 
Nazareth, which was situated six kilometres from the ruined city. Joseph probably taught Jesus his own trade as was 
common practice in those days. After Sepphoris had been rebuilt they probably plied their trade from their home as most 
Galilean carpenters did.  
 
The observation that Jesus is a carpenter is meant to identify Him by trade, rather than necessarily suggesting the 
unlikelihood of a carpenter being a teacher, although He might have been regarded as a labourer just like others He had 
grown up with.  All Rabbis had to have a trade in this day, and carpenter was one allowed trade for Rabbis, but it is not 
this that is being identified – it is that they find it hard to accept HE is anything other than the nobody they knew. 
 
In this passage we also have the names of the four half brothers of Jesus, two of whom, James and Jude, became 
authors of New Testament books. They however did not become believers until after the resurrection.  We are also told 
that he had at least three sisters (plural), but we dont have their names, although it would be a good guess to note Mary 
and Elizabeth and Anna as contenders. 
 
And they were offended at him. 4  But Jesus, said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, but in his own 
country, and among his own kin, and in his own house. 5  And he could there do no mighty work, save that he 
laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them. 6  And he marvelled because of their unbelief.  
 
The Old Testament often talks of the principle of the prophet without acceptance in his own land with people like 
Jeremiah and Moses.  Jeremiah 11:21-22, 12:5-6.  Subsequent Jewish traditions emphasized this concept even more.  
John 4:44. 
 
That Jesus is unable to work because of the unbelief in the area indicates not a limitation of His power to perform 
miracles, but that His mission will not be like a pagan magician of antiquity.   Jesus is not there to work miracles, he is 
there to certify himself as Messiah, and if they reject him as Messiah, and are not even open to the possibility, there is 
nothing he can do for or with them.  He does not do miracles to impress, but to provide evidence for faith, and if there is 
no faith, then there is no reason for evidence to be provided!  Faith comes first with Jesus, miracles second! 
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Even Jesus Himself was amazed at their unbelief; that they would not believe that His wisdom and power were from 
God. So far as is known He never returned to Nazareth.   
 
APPLICATION 
 
The terms brothers and sisters used are the usual terms for siblings, not for cousins.  We do not need to explain this 
away, for the belief in Mary being “ever virgin” is a recent Roman Catholic dogma from the 1870s, and was never 
believed by the earliest church.  This text together with the fact that the half brothers are named undoubtedly refers to 
children born to Mary and Joseph after the virgin birth of Jesus, especially as there is a “Joseph Junior”. 
 
Often people who are closest to you are the hardest people to reach for the gospel and spiritual matters. It is quite 
common for strangers to have a major part in conversion of siblings. We should pray for our family. 
 
The people of Nazareth represent Israel’s blindness. This is common now in our days with mass communication and 
demonstration about who the Lord is, there is still great darkness due to the hardness of individual’s hearts, for they do 
not want to believe.   They prefer the distractions of the temporary space-time world. 
 
Often people judge others on the basis of where they have been trained, as to whether they have acceptable credentials 
to be considered a teacher of the Word. In spiritual matters we should not be interested in the accreditation of man but 
the approval of God.  
 
Antagonism to one’s ministry or prejudice against a person often limits one’s Christian ministry in your own locality. God 
however can use this to allow ministry elsewhere.  
 
DOCTRINES 
 
CHRIST - VIRGIN BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST  CHRIST:  HYPOSTATIC UNION – GOD - MAN 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  DOUBT    PROPHET 
 
RELIGION      UNBELIEVER 
 
WISDOM 
 
 
 
 
NAMES AND MISSION OF THE TWELVE 
 
MARK 6:6B-13   [MATTHEW 10: 1-15, LUKE 9:1-6]   see HARMONY 74-10 
 
And he went round about the villages, teaching. 7  And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them 
forth by two and two; and gave them power over unclean spirits; 8  And commanded them that they should take 
nothing for their journey, save a staff only; no scrip, no bread, no money in their purse: 9  But be shod with 
sandals; and not put on two coats. 10  And he said unto them, In what place soever ye enter into an house, there 
abide till ye depart from that place. 11  And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye depart 
thence, shake off the dust under your feet for a testimony against them. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more 
tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment, than for that city. 12  And they went out, and 
preached that men should repent. 13  And they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil many that were sick, 
and healed them. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
And he went round about the villages, teaching. 7  And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them 
forth by two and two; and gave them power over unclean spirits; 8  And commanded them that they should take 
nothing for their journey, save a staff only; no scrip, no bread, no money in their purse: 9  But be shod with 
sandals; and not put on two coats. 
 
In order to extend His ministry on the Galilean tour Jesus sent the twelve out. This was a common practice in that day for 
practical and legal reasons. The twelve were his representatives in keeping with the Jewish concept that a man’s 
representative was considered as the man himself.  They were to fulfill a special commission and bring back a report.  
Jesus’ unusual instructions therefore pertain only to this particular mission. 
 
Here the Lord Jesus Christ calls his disciples to him, briefs them and begins to send them out in pairs. He gives them 
delegated power over unclean spirits/demons, and promises provision for them. It is noted in this passage that the 
provision of a single staff or walking stick is required, but no food or money. The provision of excess baggage including 
additional clothes, which could slow them down, is not permitted on this short term mission. 
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10  And he said unto them, In what place soever ye enter into an house, there abide till ye depart from that place. 
11  And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye depart thence, shake off the dust under your 
feet for a testimony against them. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in 
the day of judgment, than for that city. 
 
When they come to the house of a worthy person, with emphasis on the individual and not the city itself, they are 
instructed to give it their spiritual gift of peace, but if it proves to fail to be suitable they are not to leave in peace, but 
judgment.  Their visit to each place is a test for each place.  As they are treated so the Messiah is treated. 
 
The phrase, ”there abide until ye depart”, indicates that once they had accepted hospitality in a particular location they 
were not to accept more attractive offers once that they were settled in.  There was to be no focus upon comfort, only 
upon praying for the Lord to open the door of hospitality and to make the person who offered it feel blessed, not insulted 
by moving “up” to a bigger more grand house. 
 
As far as the “unworthy” and negative volition towns are concerned, they were to shake the dust off their feet, and leave, 
which was a symbol or sign against the place and a symbol of future judgment. Judgment will come upon that city that 
fails to receive them and receive their message of Messiah’s coming. 
 
They should also expect rejection. John 15:17ff. Devout Jews did this “foot shaking” when they left Gentile territory to 
show that they were disassociating themselves from all associated with unbelievers. Ezekiel 16:48-51, Hebrews 6:4-8. 
This act would tell Jewish hearers that they were acting like pagans in rejecting the disciple’s message. 
 
12  And they went out, and preached that men should repent. 13  And they cast out many devils, and anointed 
with oil many that were sick, and healed them. 
 
The disciples went out two by two and preached the message that people should repent. There are two different words in 
the Greek for repent, Metanoeo, which is used here, which means to change your mind and life pattern, and 
Metamelomai, which is used to feel sorry for something. The unbelievers, who the disciples address, must change their 
minds about who the Lord Jesus Christ is so that they can be saved.  It is total life change required to follow the Lord – 
anything else is “play acting” - hypocrisy. 
 
They were very successful with their ministrations to the people with whom they came into contact, exorcising many 
demons and healing the sick as a sign of their accreditation as apostles of the Lord. 
 
Anointing the sick with oil is unique to Mark. This use of olive oil was both because of its medicinal properties and it’s 
symbolic value indicating that the disciples acted by Jesus’ authority and power, and not their own. Luke 10:34, James 
5:14-15. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
The purpose of healing in the ministry of the Lord was to present Himself as the Messiah, not to heal everyone for the 
prime purpose of relieving suffering. The purpose of healing in the Christian context is always to bring glory to God and 
to focus on Him and his claim upon the person’s life. 
 
Many times although prayers are offered for healing God does not heal because it is not in His plan. It is far more 
important for us to have eternal life rather than be free from suffering and disease in time. The important thing is to focus 
on the fact of eternal life. Some of our greatest blessings will come through pain and suffering. 
 
We are to love all believers but we are to have a close relationship with only a small group of believers. 
 
When believers come into an area are we hospitable and able to assist them and provide for them as a brother or sister 
in Christ? 
 
It should be noted that although the disciples were told not to be concerned about the necessities of life, as God would 
provide these for them, this should not be considered to be a principle for Christians today. It is limited strictly to the 
disciples. They will have no need of carrying any money or any provisions at all at this time, but will later in Acts.  
 
Later Jesus is going to rescind this commission just before his departure. This provision was therefore limited for the 
period while Christ was present and when He returns we won’t have to again but now what He is absent from the earth 
we must plan for provision of our necessities. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:   AMBASSADORSHIP     CHURCH AND ISRAEL 
 
PETER – DIVINE GUIDANCE    JOHN THE DISCIPLE 
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HEROD'S ENQUIRY ABOUT JOHN THE BAPTIST'S DEATH 
 
MARK 6:14-16   [MATTHEW 14:1-2, LUKE 9:7-9]   see HARMONY 74-10 
 
14  And king Herod heard of him; (for his name was spread abroad:) and he said, That John the Baptist was 
risen from the dead, and therefore mighty works do shew forth themselves in him. 15  Others said, That it is 
Elias. And others said, That it is a prophet, or as one of the prophets. 16  But when Herod heard thereof, he said, 
It is John, whom I beheaded: he is risen from the dead. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
The miraculous activity of Jesus and the twelve throughout Galilee caught the attention of Herod Antipas, son of Herod 
the Great. Herod Antipas was the Tetrarch of Galilee and Perea, under the control and authority of Rome from 4 BC to 
39 AD. Officially he was not a full king, however Mark’s use of the title king probably reflected local custom in view of 
Herod's political ambitions; ambitions that later would unhinge him and cause him and his evil wife to lose everything in 
their sixties. 
 
This passage presents three opinions which attempt to account for Jesus miraculous powers. He was either John the 
Baptist, who had risen from the dead, Elijah, who was stated to be a forerunner of the Messiah in Malachi 4:5-6, or a 
prophet, resuming the suspended line of Israel’s prophets.  Some may also have thought he was, “that prophet”, 
Deuteronomy 13:1-5, 18:17-22, Moses’ expected Messiah. 
 
Despite other opinions Herod, troubled by a guilty conscience, remains convinced that Jesus was the man he had 
beheaded. Herod believed John the Baptist was risen from the dead, and was using miraculous powers.  Superstitious 
people will imagine any improbable thing, rather than bow before the truth.  He thinks back to the execution, and Mark 
covers this record in Mark 6:17-29.  
 
It is noted that in verse 16 having heard [participle form of Akouo] he kept on saying [Imperfect form of Epo] he had 
heard the evidence and came back to the conclusion that it was John the Baptist. Paganism is baffling; they will accept 
anything except the truth, for they prefer lies they can use for their own ends to truth that demands a response. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
The power of the Lord Jesus Christ and of other believers often cause problems to people in high positions. In the case 
of some of the Caesars of the Roman Empire this led to them killing the best citizens in the provinces because as 
Christians they would not accept Caesar as god.  This will occur, of and on, from 96-312 AD. 
 
We should never underestimate the influence of a person who is under the control of the Holy Spirit.  God will guide us to 
have influence well beyond anything that would be humanly possible.  
 
We should not think that a person in power is more stable or happier than people who appear to be inconsequential as 
far as history is concerned. Often celebrities and others in the media’s focus are amongst the most miserable and 
unstable people in society. 
 
Whilst a person may be seen to be in a place of great power, their conscience can give them some tremendous 
problems because of the evil that they have done and continue to think and do.  
 
The guilty conscience of a person can also cause that person to make major errors of judgment.  Satan’s people can be 
depended upon to do seriously “dumb” things at times.  Herod the Tetrarch was outplayed by his brother Philip in the end 
and in 39AD he was exiled and died in poverty and disgrace. 
 
PROPHECY 
 
The reason why people in Herod’s entourage were confused as to who Jesus might be is covered in part by the following 
prophecies 
 
1 - ELIJAH WILL COME 
 
PROPHECY 
 
 Malachi 4:5,6 (425 BC): Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the LORD: 6  And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the 
children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth 
with a curse. 
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1. The Old Testament closes with these verses from Malachi, looking forward to the day of the second advent of Jesus 
Christ specifically.  A herald, Elijah, will come to prepare the way of the king.  Like many prophecies the prediction of 
Elijah's return has a dual fulfilment in both cases the person acting as the herald of Jesus Christ 
 
2. Malachi, in common with other Old Testament prophets, saw both advents of the Messiah blended into one horizon.  
He did not seethe separating interval described in Matthew 13:16,17.  In addition, because of the lack of knowledge of 
the Church Age, this extended period was not seen in his prophecy (Ephesians 3:5; Colossians 1:26). 
 
FULFILLMENT 
 
 Matthew 17:12,13 (32 AD):  But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him 
not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man 
suffer of them. 13  Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the 
Baptist. 
 
1.   The initial fulfilment of this prophecy was in the person of John the Baptist, who was the herald of the Lord Jesus 
Christ at his first advent. 
2.   Recognising John as a man of God, the priests and Levites questioned him closely as to whether he was Elijah or not 
(Johnl:15-28) John states he is not Elijah (John 1:21), but is a type of Elijah and would have been Elijah if Jesus Christ 
had been accepted at the first advent. 
3.   Both John and Elijah had similar ministries, with John exhorting the Jews to repentance (Matthew 3:1-12) and Elijah 
encouraging the conversion of the unbeliever in the Tribulation (Revelation 11:3). 
 
 FULFILLMENT 
 
Revelation 11:3-6 (Tribulation): And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall 
prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 4  These are 
the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. 5  
And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their 
enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. 6  These have 
power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over 
waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they 
will. 
 
1. Elijah here appears with Moses, as witnesses to warn the population of the world of the coming judgment of God. 
 
2. Both heralds, John and Elijah, complete their ministry with martyrdom. 
 
3. Because Elijah dies again in Revelation 11:9 it shows that he has as yet not received his resurrection body, which is 
imperishable.  He will receive it at the second advent of Christ at the completion of the age of the Jews. 
 
4. Elijah appears at the second advent of Christ with Moses, as shown at the Mount of Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-
13). 
 
 
2 - MESSENGER BEFORE THE LORD 
 
PROPHECY 
 
 Malachi 3:1 (425 BC): Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before 
me: and the LORD, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of 
the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. 
 
Malachi prophesied of the provision of a messenger to precede the Lord, to preach the good news and prepare the way 
for his arrival. 
 
FULFILLMENT 
 
 Mark 1:2; [30 AD] - As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy 
face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. 
 
Luke 1:76,77 [30 AD] And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou 
shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 77  To give knowledge of 
salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins, 
 
 Luke 7:27,28 (30 AD): This is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before 
thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. 28  For I say unto you, Among those 
that are born of women there is not a  greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he that 
is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.  
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1. John the Baptist is shown to be the messenger before the Lord predicted by Malachi. 
2. John prepared the way for Jesus Christ by calling the attention of the Jews to the need to repent. 
3. John is stated to be the greatest of the prophets, but less than the least in the kingdom of heaven: showing that the 
greatest which man can do is far less than what God can do through man, or what we will be like in our future state (1 
Corinthians 15:22). 
 
3 - VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS 
 
PROPHECY 
 
Isaiah 40:3 (712 BC): The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of 
the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 
In the year that Samaria went into dispersion, Isaiah informed King Hezekiah that Judah in the future would itself be 
carried in captivity to Babylon (Isaiah 39:6).  Chapter 40 begins the second part of the prophecy of Isaiah, looking 
beyond these captivities to the suffering of Jesus Christ, culminating in Isaiah 53, and the Davidic kingdom which is to 
follow.  In Isaiah 40:3-5 the mission of John the Baptist is outlined. 
 
FULFILLMENT 
 
 Matthew 3:3 (30 AD)   For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The 
voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight. 
 
Mark 1:3  (30 AD) The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
 
John 1:23 (30 AD) He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the 
way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.:  
 
1. John's role in calling for national repentance is portrayed by Isaiah stating that the voice would be crying out in the 
wilderness. 
 
2. Preparation of straight paths is analogous to repentance and reconciliation with God. 
 
3. John operated in the wilderness near the River Jordan.  He wore a camels hair coat and ate locusts and wild honey.  
The religious leaders of Jerusalem came out and examined his ministry, as the truth he was teaching caused large 
crowds to gather in the wilderness (Matthew 3:1-12). 
 
4. John recognised himself as a voice.  As one seeing Jesus, he said, "He must increase and I must decrease". 
 
The message remains unchanged. The voice showed that is it is the message, not the messenger, which is important. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
ELIJAH – POWER OF GOD 
 
WITNESSES:  TWO WITNESSES IN REVELATION 
 
HERALDS 
 
JOHN THE BAPTIST  - HERALD 
 
CONSCIENCE 
 

 
 
IMPRISONMENT OF JOHN THE BAPTIST  
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
THE FAMILY OF HEROD AND THE DEATH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 
 
The Jews under the Mosaic Law were subject to five different stages of judgment, which would step up a level depending 
on their lack of performance in spiritual matters. 
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The most important and dangerous of these stages of divine discipline were the fourth and fifth stages. The fourth stage 
was when Israel was defeated and occupied by a foreign power, and the fifth when they were removed from the Land. 
 
The first fifth stage began in 605 BC, finished in 535 BC when the Jews were released from the Babylonian Captivity. 
 
From that time through to 323 BC the Jews had a golden age. This period terminated with the death of Alexander the 
Great at Babylon. This was the greatest period the Jews would know until the Millennium. 
 
With the division of Alexander's empire Palestine came under the general control of the Selucids who after considerable 
warfare inherited the area of the Middle East based on the city of Damascus.  
 
Of the 11 generals that survived the death of Alexander only two had long term empires, the Seleuchid dynasty based on 
Damascus and the Ptolemy dynasty based in Egypt. Their history is given in detail in Daniel 10 as the kings of the north 
and south. 
 
The heirs of Alexander were generally very cruel people with one of the worst being the Seleuchid ruler Antiochus 
Epiphanes who in 174 BC sacked Jerusalem and offered pigs in the Holy of Holies in Jerusalem. 
 
A family called the Hasmaneans arose in rebellion against Antiochus, under the leadership of Judas Maccabees and 
became the leaders of the Jewish resistance, and gained control of the land and the priesthood. They ruled Judea until 
the fourth stage of judgment was imposed again under the Romans when Pompey the Great seized Jerusalem in 63 BC. 
 
The occupation of Judea by the Romans continued until the Jews were removed from  
the land under fifth stage judgment under Titus and Vespasian in 70 AD. 
 
HEROD THE GREAT 
 
In the family of an Arabic group from Idumea in southern Jordan was a woman called Mariamne who married one of the 
greatest people of the day, Herod the Great. They had a number of children including Alexander and Aristobulus. 
 
At this time there were three brilliant men in the world, Augustus Caesar the ruler of Rome, Agrippa his administrator, 
and Herod the Great. 
 
Herod, who married four times, became a client king, defending the eastern edge of the Roman Empire against the 
Parthians, in reward for which he was recognized as king by the Senate at Rome.  
 
THE CHILDREN OF ARISTOBULUS 
 
Herod in his paranoia killed his son Aristobulus just prior to his own death as Herod thought that he was a threat. 
 
Aristobulus had two children; Herodias, a very beautiful woman and the mother of Salome, who was the instigator of 
John the Baptist's execution, and a son named Agrippa named after the great administrator. 
 
After the execution of Aristobulus, Herodias and Agrippa moved to Rome. Herodias married her uncle Philip, one of the 
four surviving sons of Herod the Great.  When Herod the Great died in 4 BC Philip moved to Rome to secure favour with 
the Emperor Augustus, and power play with his likely successors.  
 
Herod had also married Malthace, a Samaritan, who had two sons, Archelaus and Antipas, (the tetrarch of this passage) 
and Cleopatra of Jerusalem, who was the mother of another Philip, also a future tetrarch. 
 
Archelaus, Antipas and Philip all wanted to succeed Herod as a full “king”, but Augustus Caesar felt that he could not 
trust any of them, so he divided up the whole kingdom, with Judea going to Archelaus, titled the ethnarch, Galilee to 
Antipas the tetrarch, and Caserea to Philip who was also given the title of a tetrarch.  Archelaus was so corrupt and cruel 
that he was soon deposed by the Romans, and they took the area he ruled and made it a third grade province under a 
Roman Procurator who reported to the Governor of Syria. 
 
Antipas was a cunning man and realising that the reign of Augustus would soon be over with his death, he looked round 
to determine who his successor might be.  Tiberius the step son of Augustus was then obvious heir apparent, so Antipas 
started to cultivate Tiberius’ friendship and commenced building a city called Tiberius on the sea of Galilee.  
 
Philip meanwhile renamed Bethsaida after Julia the wife of Augustus. However it was not a wise choice as Julia was 
banished from the Roman court in disgrace after plotting.  He survived, but kept his head down for a time. 
 
ANTIPAS IN ROME 
 
Antipas took the advantage of the situation to go to Rome to flatter Augustus, staying at his half brother Philip's palace 
even while he plotted to take his brother’s title and land. Herodias and Antipas had an affair while he was there, and 
Herodias believing Philip's prospects were poor, left him and went back to Judea with Antipas. 
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Antipas however had a problem. He was already married to the daughter of an Arab King, a marriage of convenience to 
cement a friendship.  He simply got rid of his first wife, sending her back to her father and creating bad feeling amongst 
the Arab tribes around the land.   He had to maintain a seriously large armoury to be ready to have his army fight the 
Arabs and Parthians, and it was this armoury that got him into trouble in 39 AD, when Agrippa the First got even by 
claiming he had the weapons to rebel against Rome. 
 
The adulterous couple (Herod and Herodias) “eloped” in 27 AD, and settled in the Galilee. It was a very important year 
as this was when John the Baptist commenced his ministry, and Pontius Pilate became Procurator for Judea.  Jesus 
would launch his ministry just under three years later. 
 
PROVINCES IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE 
 
There were three type of province in the Roman Empire of that day. 
 
1st class was a Senatorial Province was ruled by a Proconsul. 
 
2nd class was an Imperial Province ruled by a Legate. 
 
3rd class was a Province ruled by a Procurator. 
 
Herod had heard a lot about Jesus and having imprisoned and executed John the Baptist it worried him. 
 
At the trial of the Lord Jesus Christ he thought that Jesus was the resurrected John the Baptist. 
 
In his sermons John told Herod Antipas that it was not proper for him to have his brother Philip's wife. Antipas had asked 
for a miracle but he got a sermon. This did not bother Herod but it bothered Herodias, for he just ignored truth. 
 
Herod arrested John and put him into prison but he did not put him to death because he feared the religious fanatics and 
zealots; the Jews with whom John was popular. 
 
Soon afterwards Herod's birthday was observed. Herodias' daughter Salome danced in front of Herod and his assembled 
guests. He was very impressed and rather drunk. He promised Salome anything she wanted up to half his kingdom. 
 
As a result of discussions with her mother Salome asked for the head of John the Baptist on a plate and this was duly 
delivered to her. To save face the king had executed John and thus ended his ministry, but it was God’s perfect timing. 
 
AGRIPPA 
 
Meanwhile in Rome things had not seemed to have developed well for Agrippa I, the brother of Herodias. He was on the 
side lines of history, but he had married and had three children.  He would rule the Roman Province as “king” for a short 
time until his death.  Acts 12.  His son Agrippa II was the Herod of Acts 25, 26. 
 
He also had two daughters Bernice and Drusilla, two of the most beautiful “power-women” of the day.  
 
BERNICE 
 
At the age of 14 Bernice was married to one of her uncles but soon left him and came back to her brother with whom she 
lived incestuously as husband and wife until the Jewish revolt breaks out in 66 AD. For a while she lived with the Roman 
generals Vespatian and then Titus, nearly becoming the empress of the Roman Empire. 
 
The Romans however had become cautious over Queens from the Orient after their experience with Cleopatra of Egypt. 
 
When Paul is in Caesarea, 59-62 AD, awaiting trial Bernice was still living with her brother Agrippa II and appears with 
him in Acts 25, 26.  She hears the gospel message, but lives for sex and power.  By 68 AD she has moved in with 
Vespation and in 69, after he left to become Emperor, with Titus who she followed to Rome itself.  She returned to 
Agrippa after Titus becomes Emperor and rejected her for political reasons, and the brother-sister couple lived in their 
palace in the north of Judea until their deaths around the time John the Apostle dies in Ephesus.   John goes to heaven, 
this couple to hell, to await the last judgment. 
 
DRUSILLA 
 
She was also very beautiful and was married to an Arab king to the north of Judea.  When Felix became procurator of 
Judea he travelled around the land and persuaded Drusilla to join him.  She left her husband and he married her. This 
couple of morally corrupt, powerful political game players make up the quartet who heard Paul preach in Acts 25, 26. 
 
After the death of Felix Drusilla and her son went to live in Pompeii, where they died in the eruption of Vesuvius in AD 78. 
 
EVANGELISM AND THE HERODIAN LINE 
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The line of Herod therefore had every opportunity to be saved with:  
 
John the Baptist preaching to Herod Antipas and Herodias, Salome. 
 
Jesus Christ facing Herod Antipas and Herodias. 
 
Herod Agrippa I  was preached to by the early Apostles, and he murders James, John’s brother. 
 
Paul teaching to Agrippa II, Bernice, Drusilla and Felix.  
 
AGRIPPA IN ROME 
 
Agrippa I, before winning the kingdom for a time, went from boring to trouble, and became friendly with Caligula the son 
of Germanicus. Caligula was to be the next Emperor after Tiberius.  One day Agrippa was traveling in a chariot with 
Caligula and said to him that he ought to be the next Caesar rather than the miserable son of Tiberius. Tiberius heard of 
this and Agrippa was put in chains. He stayed in prison for six months until Tiberius died.  
 
Caligula became Caesar and his first act was to weigh out the weight of the chains of iron with chains of gold and gave 
them to Agrippa. 
 
After Philip died in AD 34 Tiberius annexed the kingdom, and this in due time was given by Caligula with Judea itself to 
Agrippa in AD 37. 
 
The gift of the Tetrarchy to Agrippa caused Antipas and Herodias to become very jealous. Herodias suggested to Antipas 
that they go to Rome to ask Caligula to remove Agrippa and give them Philip's tetrarchy as well.  They had miscalculated 
their power and influence, as satanic people often do. 
 
Caligula was in his summer house in the Bay of Naples when he gave audience to Antipas and Herodias. Agrippa has 
been observing all this plotting, and had seen that his uncle had an armory sufficient to supply a 70,000 man army. 
 
He therefore sent a letter to Caligula by means of his faithful servant Fortunatus. At the audience of Antipas and 
Herodias with Caligula, Caligula had just received the letter, and while they waited to be received by him he read the 
contents, which gives the impression that Antipas is conspiring with the Parthians against Rome. 
 
Having read the letter Caligula stripped Antipas from the Tetrarchy of Galilee and gave it all to Agrippa I. The pair are 
then banished to Aquitaine in France where they eventually die in disgrace and poverty, never seeing Judea again. 
 
AGRIPPA TRIUMPHANT 
 
Eventually Agrippa is then given the southern ethnarchy of Judea and Idumea thus restoring under one ruler the whole 
area previously ruled by his grandfather Herod the Great.   
 
Agrippa I is the Herod who appears in Acts 12, and is the person responsible for killing James and some of the 
Christians in Jerusalem. However as a result of the prayers of other believers Agrippa dies while making a speech in 
praise of Claudius. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MARK 6:17-20   [MATTHEW 14:3-5, LUKE 3:19-20]   see HARMONY 74-3 
 
17  For Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon John, and bound him in prison for Herodias' sake, his 
brother Philip's wife: for he had married her. 18  For John had said unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have 
thy brother's wife. 19  Therefore Herodias had a quarrel against him, and would have killed him; but she could 
not: 20  For Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just man and an holy, and observed him; and when he 
heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly. 
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
In relation to marriage to a brother’s wife it was not allowed while the brother was alive. After a brother’s death however it 
was often a duty to marry his widow.  Leviticus 18:16-21. 

 
In verse 19 Herodias set herself against John the Baptist. It is in the dative case in the koine Greek, and it is a dative of 
disadvantage for John the Baptist. Literally, she had it in for him. The tense is the imperfect tense of enecho, the Greek 
word for quarrel, beautifully describes the feelings of Herodias towards this “upstart prophet of the wilderness” who had 
dared to denounce her private relationship with Herod Antipas.  
 
She never let up, as guilty people with malice will do, but bided her time, which, she felt sure, would come. The desire to 
kill him is also in the imperfect tense; she kept on wanting to kill him. However she could not, she did not have the power.  
 
Herod was in a constant state of fear as again seen by the imperfect tense. He feared all sorts of people, from the zealot 
assassins to John and also Herodias. Between the power of those who hated him Herod vacillated. He knew John to be 
righteous and holy and so innocent of any wrong. So he kept him safe from the plots and schemes of Herodias, but it 
was a safety of prison – where he was slowly dying.  
 
He heard John the Baptist gladly and would ask to hear him speak at times. This is the way that Herod really felt when 
he could slip away from the meshes of Herodias. These interviews with John the Baptist in the fortress prison at 
Machaerus during his occasional visits there braced “his jaded mind as with a whiff of fresh air”, but then he saw 
Herodias again, and he was at his wits’ end for he knew that he had to live with Herodias with whom he was hopelessly 
entangled.  Do not be fooled by adultery and “love stories” of fornication that abound in our press, for just like Herod and 
Herodias they are tangled webs of deceit, deception and despair.  They always lead to destruction of all joy. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
It is important for Christians when they are confronted with outright evil to stand up and be counted.  
 
By so doing you are showing people that their degeneration will not save them, nor give them the happiness they seek. 
 
You are not going to be popular if you do such things. All reproof must be done in love with the object of returning the 
person or group to a better situation. 
 
Changes of actions can improve the situation but only regeneration through faith in Christ can save the individual. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
JOHN THE BAPTIST – HERALD    
 
GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - MARRIAGE 
 
SIN:  JEALOUSY 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING 
 
 
 
 

 
 
DEATH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST  
 
MARK 6: 21-29   [MATTHEW 14:6-12]   see HARMONY 74-3 
 
21  And when a convenient day was come, that Herod on his birthday made a supper to his lords, high captains, 
and chief estates of Galilee; 22  And when the daughter of the said Herodias came in, and danced, and pleased 
Herod and them that sat with him, the king said unto the damsel, Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, and I will give 
it thee. 23  And he sware unto her, Whatsoever thou shalt ask of me, I will give it thee, unto the half of my 
kingdom. 24  And she went forth, and said unto her mother, What shall I ask? And she said, The head of John 
the Baptist. 25  And she came in straightway with haste unto the king, and asked, saying, I will that thou give me 
by and by in a charger the head of John the Baptist. 26  And the king was exceeding sorry; yet for his oath's 
sake, and for their sakes which sat with him, he would not reject her. 27  And immediately the king sent an 
executioner, and commanded his head to be brought: and he went and beheaded him in the prison, 28  And 
brought his head in a charger, and gave it to the damsel: and the damsel gave it to her mother. 29  And when his 
disciples heard of it, they came and took up his corpse, and laid it in a tomb. 
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
21  And when a convenient day was come, that Herod on his birthday made a supper to his lords, high captains, 
and chief estates of Galilee; 
 
The question as to whether this day that was kept was the day of Herod's birth or some other anniversary which might be 
in doubt using Matthew’s account alone, is answered here in verse 21 which states it was his birthday.  
 
It is classified as a convenient day, convenient for the designs of Herodias on the life of John the Baptist. She had long 
waited for an opportunity to rid the world of this man who had rightly accused Herod of an illegal union with Herodias. 
 
Herod did not celebrate Passover, Pentecost, or the Feast of Tabernacles with drunkenness, for he was a well practised 
hypocrite, but his own birthday was different, which he kept as a festival, in eating, and drinking, and dancing; and so 
was a very opportune time for Herodias to take the advantage of Herod, when in a good humour, amidst his nobles to 
ask for the death of the Baptist. 
 
22  And when the daughter of the said Herodias came in, and danced, and pleased Herod and them that sat with 
him, the king said unto the damsel, Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, and I will give it thee. 23  And he sware unto 
her, Whatsoever thou shalt ask of me, I will give it thee, unto the half of my kingdom. 
 
Salome is stated to be the daughter of Herodias not of Herod, being the daughter of Philip, the brother of Herod Antipas, 
making her his niece. She pleased him greatly with her dancing. In Mark’s version it tells that she not only pleased Herod 
but also his lords, captains, and principal men who were in the banqueting hall. 
 
The pleasure of the king is shown in his words to Salome where he told her in lustful drunkeness, “ask of me whatsoever 
thou wilt, and I will give it thee”. He reinforced his offer with an oath adding that he was willing to give her up to half his 
kingdom, an offer which is only given in Mark.  In God’s perfect timing this was John’s way of winning the martyr’s crown 
on entry to heaven, a release from prison and a slow death.  It was as if this evil son of Herod the Great was boxing 
himself into a corner and ensuring only death could result – although he later regretted it. 
 
The giving of, "to the half of his kingdom", was a way of speaking used by princes when they give full power to persons 
to ask what they will of them; and to express their great generosity and liberality. In essence they were saying let it be 
ever so great, or cost what it will, though as much as half a kingdom comes to, it shall be granted, cf Esther 5:3.  It was a 
sign of narcissism, and the concern about what others thought, rather than what was right was an illustration of this 
family’s persistent evil. 
 
It was a very foolish promise, as all drunken promises tend to be. It was ironic that if Herod swore by his head, which was 
a common form of swearing with the Jews she in effect answered him; as you have swore by your head, give me John 
Baptist's head. This family valued their evil self centred opinions rather than God’s viewpoint, and now they all wait for 
the last judgment in hell, where they will stand before the Lord Jesus Christ, who they didn't rate as of any value at all! 
 
24  And she went forth, and said unto her mother, What shall I ask? And she said, The head of John the Baptist. 
25  And she came in straightway with haste unto the king, and asked, saying, I will that thou give me by and by 
in a charger the head of John the Baptist.  
 
In these verses Mark amplifies the action of Salome, seeking guidance from her mother about what she should ask for as 
a reward for her dancing saying, “what shall I ask?” The reply from Herodias was instantaneous, she wanted the head of 
John the Baptist.  This was a “set up” worthy of all the satanic malice that is expressed within it.  We err greatly if we do 
not spot the satanic malice that is present in those sold out to evil. 
 
Salome turned on her heel without protest or argument, and immediately returned to the banqueting hall to where the 
king and nobles were. She asked, saying, “I will that thou give me by and by in a charger, the head of John the Baptist”.  
This young girl is not to be pitied, for she would go on to a life of the same evils as her mother and uncle.  She didn't 
hesitate, nor feel any upset, just a desire to satisfy her mother’s lust for vengeance.  
 

“The charger” was a large platter on which food is placed. It was customary for princes to require the heads of persons 
ordered for execution to be brought to them. For this there were two reasons: 

1.   To satisfy their resentment - to feast their eyes on the proof that their enemy was dead; and, 

2.   To confirm the fact that the sentence had been executed. 

 

There is a similar instance in Roman history of a woman requiring the head of an enemy to be brought to her. The 
account says that, “Agrippina, the mother of Nero, who was afterward emperor, sent an officer to put to death Lollia 
Paulina, who had been her rival for the imperial dignity. When Lollia’s head was brought to her, not knowing it at first, she 
examined it with her own hands until she perceived some particular feature by which the lady was distinguished.”  There 
is nothing that Satan will not encourage his followers to do, and there is nothing that he will not do to destroy them later.  
There is no limit to his malice, and so no end to his and his people’s punishment.  Revelation 20:11-15, 21:8, 27.  
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26. And the king was exceeding sorry; yet for his oath's sake, and for their sakes which sat with him, he would 
not reject her. 27  And immediately the king sent an executioner, and commanded his head to be brought: and 
he went and beheaded him in the prison, 28  And brought his head in a charger, and gave it to the damsel: and 
the damsel gave it to her mother. 

 
Probably the strongest reason why Herod murdered John however was his lack of courage to obey the Mosaic Law and 
to follow the dictates of conscience against the opinions of wicked people. He was afraid of the charge of cowardice and 
want of spirit; afraid of ridicule and the contempt of the wicked.  He therefore decided to enjoy wickedness himself.  Like 
king Zedekiah, facing Jeremiah, he knew what was right and wrong, but feared ridicule and so paid the ultimate price. 
Jeremiah 36:18-26, 32, 38:14-28, 39:1-11.  Satanic strategy focuses on making those fooled by him distracted from 
reality, so that they delay action until it is too late and they are swept away with all of Satan’s crew. 
 
The Latin word for an executioner is "speculator", and is the name of an officer concerned in executions, and particularly 
in beheading of persons; and so is used by Latin writers.  
 
In ancient literature a writer speaks of a soldier that was condemned by Piso, on suspicion of murdering his fellow 
soldier. He was taken outside the camp, and as soon as he stretched out his neck, he, who was thought to be killed, 
suddenly appeared; upon which the centurion that had the management of the execution, ordered the "speculator", to put 
up his sword, and returned the condemned person to Piso.''  
 
Josephus says of Herodias that, “she was a woman full of ambition and envy, having a mighty influence on Herod, and 
able to persuade him to things he was not at all inclined to”. This is one of the many proofs that we have that the 
evangelists drew characters according to truth.  Having noted Herodias’ evil, note also Antipas’ weakness that led to 
greater evils, and that both were guilty before God.  Remember as we think of these three members of an evil family, that 
the Lord on the Cross will pay for all their sins.  The grounds for their forgiveness will be laid by the Lord, and all of them 
could have accepted the Lord as their Saviour, but they considered him and his followers “beneath them”. 
 
29  And when his disciples heard of it, they came and took up his corpse, and laid it in a tomb. 
 
The head was with Herodias. The body they buried. It then states that “they went and told Jesus” which was done, 
probably, for the following reasons: 
 
1.  It was an important event, and one particularly connected with the work of Jesus. John was his herald and it 
was important that he should be made acquainted with his death. 
2.  It is not unreasonable to suppose that in their sorrow they came to him for consolation. 

3.  Their master had been slain by a cruel king. Jesus was engaged in the same cause, and they probably 
supposed that he was in danger, which he is. They therefore came to warn him of it, and Jesus now sought a place of 
greater safety. Matthew 14:13.  When evil men or women have murdered, or done some other wickedness, they will seek 
to silence anyone who may know too much or seek to expose their sin.  Jesus came to solve sin, and wouldn't preach 
against the Herods, rather he would offer them salvation, but they feard any teller of truth. 

 
APPLICATION 
 
It is very foolish to make open ended promises, or promises that you may regret in the future. 
 
Others can be badly hurt or compromised by our actions, cf Daniel in the lion’s den, caused by jealous rivals and a 
system of law that could not be changed. 
 
For the believer there is a right time to die designated by God. We should live every day as unto the Lord. 
 
Until the point of death we are to heed the Lord’s words, “Take no thought for your life”, and simply worship, witness and 
work for His Glory.  Matthew 6:25-34. 
 
We should be relaxed in whatever condition we find ourselves in as God is in ultimate charge of our life.  Philippians 
4:4-13. 
 
Pagans sum this story up with the words, “Hell hath no fury like a woman scorned”, but Mark goes further to identify the 
malice of the self-centred satanic thinkers who hate truth, and are ruled by their lusts.  Beware all evil people believer – 
give the truth and be guided by the Holy Spirit to safety afterwards. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
DEATH      HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 
CHRIST:  TRIALS OF CHRIST 
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FEEDING OF THE FIVE THOUSAND 
 
MARK 6:30-44   [MATTHEW 14:13-21, LUKE  9:10-17, JOHN 6:1-14]  see HARMONY 74-10 
 
30  And the apostles gathered themselves together unto Jesus, and told him all things, both what they had 
done, and what they had taught. 31  And he said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and 
rest a while: for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat. 32  And they 
departed into a desert place by ship privately. 33  And the people saw them departing, and many knew him, and 
ran afoot thither out of all cities, and outwent them, and came together unto him. 34  And Jesus, when he came 
out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a 
shepherd: and he began to teach them many things. 35  And when the day was now far spent, his disciples 
came unto him, and said, This is a desert place, and now the time is far passed: 36  Send them away, that they 
may go into the country round about, and into the villages, and buy themselves bread: for they have nothing to 
eat. 37  He answered and said unto them, Give ye them to eat. And they say unto him, Shall we go and buy two 
hundred pennyworth of bread, and give them to eat? 38  He saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? go and 
see. And when they knew, they say, Five, and two fishes. 39  And he commanded them to make all sit down by 
companies upon the green grass. 40  And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties. 41  And when he 
had taken the five loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to heaven, and blessed, and brake the loaves, and 
gave them to his disciples to set before them; and the two fishes divided he among them all. 42  And they did all 
eat, and were filled. 43  And they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments, and of the fishes. 44  And they 
that did eat of the loaves were about five thousand men. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
30  And the apostles gathered themselves together unto Jesus, and told him all things, both what they had 
done, and what they had taught. 31  And he said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and 
rest a while: for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat. 32  And they 
departed into a desert place by ship privately. 33  And the people saw them departing, and many knew him, and 
ran afoot thither out of all cities, and out went them, and came together unto him. 34  And Jesus, when he came 
out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a 
shepherd: and he began to teach them many things. 
 
This miracle, which is found in all four Gospels, took place in the beginning of the third year of the Lord’s public ministry. 
The apostles had just returned to Capernaum from their first preaching mission. Perhaps they were flush with success, 
perhaps tired and weary. Recognizing their need for rest and quiet the Lord took them by boat to a secluded area on the 
eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee.  
 
In relation to the Christian resting one commentator wrote, “It will be well for us if we needed thus to rest more, that is to 
say, if our labours was so abundant, our self denying efforts for the blessings of others were so continual, that we can be 
sure that this was the Lord’s word for us.”  We should be careful not to use this as an excuse for laziness.  When abused 
by a self righteous saint for taking a holiday that cost him money, C H Spurgeon said, “It is better to waste some money 
as some think it, than waste the Lord’s servant”. 
 
A crowd followed the Lord and His disciples by taking the land route along the shore of lake. Jesus had compassion on 
the people. They were wandering around without a spiritual guide, hungry and defenceless. So he begins to teach them. 
In the other Gospel accounts we see that he also did a lot of healing at this time.  The rest and recharge only lasted a 
day or two and the Lod didn't resent the crowds, for he saw them as the “religiously abused” people they were. 
 
Jesus care for the sheep was modelled on God’s care for his people in Ezekiel 34:5, 15. This care was expressed by 
healing, delivering from the demonic, and providing sound Bible teaching Ezekiel 34:4, Jeremiah 23, 50:6-7, and 
Numbers 27:17.  Paul spoke of the “care for the churches” that was a burden for him, but one he was happy to bear.  In 
his letter 2 Corinthians 11:23-31 he notes the “cost of caring” for the churches. 
 
35  And when the day was now far spent, his disciples came unto him, and said, This is a desert place, and now 
the time is far passed: 36  Send them away, that they may go into the country round about, and into the villages, 
and buy themselves bread: for they have nothing to eat. 37  He answered and said unto them, Give ye them to 
eat. And they say unto him, Shall we go and buy two hundred pennyworth of bread, and give them to eat? 38  He 
saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? go and see. And when they knew, they say, Five, and two fishes.  
 
As the day wore on the disciples became restless and anxious about the crowd. So many people and nothing to eat – 
they started to think about what to do about this – and they didn't take the concern prayerfully to the Lord – they thought 
the Lord didn't notice!  Isaiah 45:13, 61:8, Jeremiah 10:23. They urged the Lord to send the people away. The same 
crowd that drew out the compassion of the Saviour angered/worried/irritated the disciples, as they had no human 
solution.  What emotion was it?  What have we felt when we see people forget themselves and get into hunger and need 
and expect us to provide?  Let us sit with this incident, and remember, we don't have any workable plans, and so take 
our cares to the Lord! 
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Jesus turned to His disciples and said, “You give them something to eat”. The whole thing seemed preposterous, as the 
crowd consisted of about five thousand men plus women and children, and their own supplies nothing but five loaves and 
two fishes. 
 
Fish and especially bread were central components of the Palestinian diet, and were especially used for travel rations at 
the time of our Lord. We note that when He had been resurrected the Lord provided broiled fish on the beach. Meat was 
rarely available except at feasts, or for the wealthy, but fish was a staple food.  
 
Food was always sold at village markets, and the Galilean countryside was full of villages. Jesus however had withdrawn 
his followers some distance from the nearest village and no village could have met this need.  
 
However even the larger villages of Galilee could have well under 3000 inhabitants. Feeding a crowd of this size in the 
villages around could have thus been difficult to impossible, and that is the Lord’s point. It would have taken more than 
200 days of an average person’s wages to feed the great multitude that had assembled.  Facing the impossible, but 
knowing the Lord has brought them here, what will they do next?  This remains the test for our faith – and “whatever is 
not of faith, is sin”.  Romans 14:23. 
 
39  And he commanded them to make all sit down by companies upon the green grass. 40  And they sat down in 
ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties. 41  And when he had taken the five loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to 
heaven, and blessed, and brake the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before them; and the two 
fishes divided he among them all. 42  And they did all eat, and were filled. 43  And they took up twelve baskets 
full of the fragments, and of the fishes. 44  And they that did eat of the loaves were about five thousand men. 
 
That the grass is green indicates that it is spring, possibly around Passover time, a fact that is confirmed by John 6:4. 
Jesus’ followers were organized in ranks like an army in the Old Testament. The purpose of this was to facilitate the 
distribution of food.  All is done in an organized fashion by the Lord – there is no disorder or chaos in His Work!  Chaos is 
always a sign of the enemy’s confusion work!  1 Corinthians 14:33, 40. 
 
It was customary to begin a meal by giving thanks for the bread and then dividing it. In this miracle the disciples have a 
picture of how the Saviour would give Himself to be the bread of life for a spiritually starving world. His body would be 
broken that others might have eternal life. In fact the words used here are highly suggestive of the Lord’s Supper, which 
commemorates His death, and reminds us of this event also; His provision for his followers until their own death. Phrases 
such as “He had taken”, “He blessed”, “He broke”, and “He gave” being common in such a service.  1 Cor 11:23-34. 
 
The multiplication of the food is reminiscent of the miracle God supplying manna for Israel in the wilderness and 
especially of Elisha multiplying food in 2 Kings 4:42-44, where some of the food was also left over. Ancient ethics 
disapproved on wasting leftovers although aristocrats often created such wastage to indicate that they were not bound by 
ethics.  
 
The term of baskets here is often used for a wicker food basket but could also mean the large baskets in which Roman 
soldiers carried their supplies.  The twelve baskest full of left-overs is instructive – had all Israel attended there would 
have been enough that day!   The left-overs will be used for the supplies for the next week for the close group of 
disciples, numbering around 100, or would be given to the poor of the local area as a reminder that Messiah had come, 
as Moses told them.  Deuteronomy 13, 18:18-22.  
 
APPLICATION 
 
If you do not keep your eyes on the Lord you will miss some of the greatest blessings in this life. When you look at the 
healing miracles and the feeding of perhaps fifteen thousand people from absurdly low resources you realise that the 
Lord Jesus Christ is God, and think of the absolute features of His character. 
 
The compassion of the Lord is based not so much on the physical suffering one may have, but on pointing the way to an 
eternal relationship with Him, rather than the person as an unbeliever spending eternity in the Lake of Fire. 
 
This story illustrates the issue of trust and faith.  The Lord had brought them to this place, and the Holy Spirit had driven 
the people to seek the Lord there.  God was in this event – and the challenge was for the disciples to see God’s hand 
and expect God’s provisions in abundance.  Do we expect the Lord’s provision on the Lord’s path through this life, or do 
we stress about things that are the Lord’s business?  
 
In principle, we as believers have but five loaves and two fishes, and on the face of it what we have is not much in the 
way of resources or ability to serve the Lord, but under the Lord’s provided Holy Spirit power and Eternal Plan, they can 
become a great blessing. When you are walking, living, and giving on the basis of grace there is no end to it. We can 
only operate on the basis of grace. 
 
There are a number of concepts we can apply from this miracle into our daily life walk with the Lord. 
 
Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ should never doubt His power to supply their needs if they are on his path for their life. 
 
If we give Him what we have, however trivial it may seem, He can multiply it for blessing multitudes. 
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We need to handle the work we do in a systematic way.  Chaos is the enemy’s “fruit”; order is the believer’s fruit. 
 
The plan of the Lord is to spiritually feed others in the world through his people. We should feed the world with His word 
and empower others we teach to continue that pattern.  Feeding the needy brethren who seek the Word is also a 
challenge to us – no brother or sister should be without food if another believer is near by. 
 
There was enough for all. We need to be focused on distributing the Word of God. 
 
Nothing was wasted, the surplus was gathered up. Waste is a sin – for there are always opportunities to open doors with 
gifts of love. 
 
One of the greatest miracles would never have happened if the disciples had stuck to their plan to rest and send 
“annoying people” without resources away. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
GOD:  ABILITY OF GOD 
 
GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD 
 
GOD:  NAMES AND TITLES OF GOD 
 
GOD - NAMES OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 
SIGNS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JESUS WALKS ON THE WATER 
 
MARK 6:45-52   [MATTHEW 14:22-33, JOHN 6:15-21]   see HARMONY 74-10 
 
45  And straightway he constrained his disciples to get into the ship, and to go to the other side before unto 
Bethsaida, while he sent away the people. 46  And when he had sent them away, he departed into a mountain to 
pray. 47  And when even was come, the ship was in the midst of the sea, and he alone on the land. 48  And he 
saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them: and about the fourth watch of the night he 
cometh unto them, walking upon the sea, and would have passed by them. 49  But when they saw him walking 
upon the sea, they supposed it had been a spirit, and cried out: 50  For they all saw him, and were troubled. And 
immediately he talked with them, and saith unto them, Be of good cheer: it is I; be not afraid. 51  And he went up 
unto them into the ship; and the wind ceased: and they were sore amazed in themselves beyond measure, and 
wondered. 52  For they considered not the miracle of the loaves: for their heart was hardened. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 



EVANGELICAL BIBLE COLLEGE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

MARK VOLUME 2 23

45  And straightway he constrained his disciples to get into the ship, and to go to the other side before unto 
Bethsaida, while he sent away the people. 46  And when he had sent them away, he departed into a mountain to 
pray. 
 
The word “straightway” indicates urgency in the situation to move away from the place where Jesus has been healing the 
sick and feeding the large crowd. In the Gospel of John we see that the people who had been involved with the miracle 
healings and the feeding of the crowd recognized Jesus as the promised future prophet/messiah, and were determined 
to make him their king, using force if necessary. Jesus therefore compels the disciples to embark hurriedly onto the ship 
while he dismissed the crowd.  There is a time to linger and a time to depart quickly, leaving people with the truth to think 
about, whereas if you stayd, you would not give them the opportunity to think, only act inappropriately.  
 
There was until recent archaeological exploration some geographical difficulty about the exact location of Bethsaida. The 
simplest solution seems to be that Bethsaida Julia of the Jordan spread across the western side of the Jordan was called 
Bethsaida in Galilee. It was a fishing suburb of Capernaum.  Do an Internet search for the latest archaeological 
discoveries that prove the biblical accounts, especially of places that were so thoroughly destroyed later that they are not 
settled today.  The disciples who had left the town from the northeast shore of the Sea of Galilee had been blown off 
course southwards eventually landing at Gennesaret on the western shore. After Jesus sent away the disciples Jesus 
went into the mountains alone to pray. 
 
47  And when even was come, the ship was in the midst of the sea, and he alone on the land. 48  And he saw 
them toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them: and about the fourth watch of the night he cometh 
unto them, walking upon the sea, and would have passed by them. 49  But when they saw him walking upon the 
sea, they supposed it had been a spirit, and cried out: 50  For they all saw him, and were troubled. And 
immediately he talked with them, and saith unto them, Be of good cheer: it is I; be not afraid. 
 
Jesus continued praying well past midnight. Meanwhile the disciples were making little headway out on the lake because 
a strong wind was blowing against them. In the dim light of early dawn Jesus saw them and went out to them walking on 
the choppy water surface.  He is doing exactly the same as he did the day before, getting thme to think about his 
provision on their journey through life.  He sent them out on the Lake, so he must have known about the storm! 
 
The words, “He was about to pass by them”, does not mean He was going to bypass them. He intended to pass beside 
them in the sense the Old Testament visitations of God in order to reassure them.  He didn't need to get into the boat, for 
he had sent them out in the boat – it was safe – they just needed his power to reach their destination. 
 
The disciples cried out with terror at Jesus’ appearance walking on the water. Mark explained they responded in this way 
because they all saw Him, and were in doubt in the dim light, and with physical exhaustion playing tricks with their minds, 
so that they were all terrified. 
 
The Lord tells them to take courage and stop being afraid. He says, “it is I”, or more truly the word “I am”, and it is 
probably intended here to echo the Old Testament form of God revealing Himself as, “I am who I am”. Exodus 3:14,  
Isaiah 41:4.   The Lord is giving them experiences that will strengthen them as they apply the truths into the fabric of 
their thinking.  Just so with us; will be apply the truth about His presence with us, and His direction of our path, into our 
thinking when panic gets hold?  1 Peter 5:5-10. 
 
51  And he went up unto them into the ship; and the wind ceased: and they were sore amazed in themselves 
beyond measure, and wondered. 52  For they considered not the miracle of the loaves: for their heart was 
hardened. 
 
As the Lord climbed into the ship the wind ceased and the disciples were totally amazed at what has just happened. 
When we fele the challenge ourselves here, always remember we are used to the story, but they were in it and this is the 
first time in history that a man walks on water!  They are learning and we are learning from them.  Let us remember the 
principles here. 

1. The Lord has brought me here. 
2. I am in the Lord’s path and plan, and so I can depend on the Lord’s power tp keep me here. 
3. The Lord will bring me through to the glory of his holy name. 
4. I will cast all my cares upon the Lord who has the power to keep.  I will trust the person behind the Plan. 

 
Mark tells us in the final verse of this section that the disciples had not caught on to the full meaning of who Jesus Christ 
was when the loaves were being multiplied because of “hardness of heart”.   This doesn't mean evil rejection of him, but 
that their viewpoint of who Messiah was had bene influenced by their upbringing and teaching beforehand, and they 
were “hardened” into a false position – they need to unlearn it – just as we often do.  This is why they did not recognize 
Jesus as Himself as He walked on the water through the storm. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
Here we have people who are convinced of his Messiahship but want to accept Him their way rather than His. This is still 
a problem today. A lot of people want Jesus on their terms, or interpret things according to their previous training.  
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Many people nowadays do not want Jesus Christ to be their Saviour and Lord of their life. They want Him as a great 
teacher, a great example, but they want a "comfortable saviour", a person who does not disturb their lives too much. 
 
You will find in life that frustration and worry are like magnets, they draw in other problems and troubles. If you do not 
deal with frustration and worry you will get into further problems.   
 
As a believer, if you harbour worry in your soul you get more and more spiritually off balance. Quick confession and 
speedy return to fellowship with the Lord is required to stop further troubles. 
 
When you are in trouble the first thing you need to remember is the holy and dependable Character of God. Keep on 
remembering who saved you. So you are in problems, you will only die when the Lord wants you to die, relax in his 
hands. 
 
We should be like the preachers in Revelation 11 who kept right on preaching until they were killed. God's people are 
invincible and will continue until God takes them home. Should you be worried if you are going to die tomorrow? The 
answer is No. If He wants you to die tomorrow there is no better time to die. 
 
You should get your eyes on Him and not your problems. As a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ you are in God's hands.  
There is a purpose for your life. 1 Peter 5:7. There is no room for fear in the believer's life. If you are afraid of anything 
you need to confess it and get looking at the Cross and remind yourself where you stand. Romans 8:35-39, 1 John 
4:16-21. 
 
In these verses we have a good illustration of the Church Age, Tribulation, and Second Advent.  
 
The personal ministry to the people in the desert represents our Lord’s ministry at the First Advent. 
 
The departure of the Lord Jesus Christ alone to a mountain to pray represents His Ascension, Session and High Priestly 
ministry at the right hand of the Father where He makes intercession for us. 
 
The disciples by themselves in the boat with their baskets of bread represent believers in the Sea of Gentiles with the 
Word of God to sustain them. 
 
The storm at sea represents the Tribulation period where because of the pressure of the time people all would die 
without the personal intervention of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord comes back telling them to have confidence. 
 
The entering of the boat by our Lord represents the Second Advent of Christ leading into His Millennial reign. 
 
Arrival at the destination indicates the start of the 1000 year Millennium. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
CHRIST - I AM     CHRIST - ANGEL OF JEHOVAH 
 
CHRIST:  FAITHFULNESS OF CHRIST  CHRIST:  MINISTRY AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFIDENCE  DREAMS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TRIUMPHAL MARCH THROUGH GENNESARET 
 
MARK 6:53-56   [MATTHEW 14:34-36]   see HARMONY 74-11 
 
53  And when they had passed over, they came into the land of Gennesaret, and drew to the shore. 54  And 
when they were come out of the ship, straightway they knew him, 55  And ran through that whole region round 
about, and began to carry about in beds those that were sick, where they heard he was. 56  And whithersoever 
he entered, into villages, or cities, or country, they laid the sick in the streets, and besought him that they might 
touch if it were but the border of his garment: and as many as touched him were made whole. 
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
53  And when they had passed over, they came into the land of Gennesaret, and drew to the shore. 54  And 
when they were come out of the ship, straightway they knew him, 55  And ran through that whole region round 
about, and began to carry about in beds those that were sick, where they heard he was. 56  And whithersoever 
he entered, into villages, or cities, or country, they laid the sick in the streets, and besought him that they might 
touch if it were but the border of his garment: and as many as touched him were made whole. 
 
Gennesaret was a plain on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee. The people knew who He was and what He was 
able to do, so as soon as they confirmed that He had arrived by boat in the area, they sent out search parties for the sick 
and brought them on their mattresses to meet the Lord.  
 
As He progressed through the region He was confronted by the sick laid out in the market places and streets and they all 
respectfully requested that if they should touch the hem of his cloak or robe they would be healed. As many as did touch 
the robe were healed. By implication those who did not make contact in this way were left unhealed.  This is an example 
of healing where the people had to express their personal positive volition to be healed.  They had to believe he was the 
one who would heal them, not just be passive and wait for blessing.  “Active not Passive”… 
 
APPLICATION 
 
It is very important that we do not put conditions on the way in which we seek the Lord to bless us, but leave the Lord to 
bless us in any way he desires. In the case of healing at Gennesaret the people asked that the sick should touch the 
hem of the cloak or outer garment that the Lord was wearing, thus limiting the healing to those who succeeded in doing 
so, but we may be assured of the Lord’s graciousness in this, and all who desired to be healed were.   
 
There is sadly all too often a limitation on the power of God today, because of the superimposition of requirements from 
individuals and organisations, rather than having the attitude that it is up to the Lord and His plan to sort out the problem 
that is facing you.  Let us be sure to open ourselves to the ministries of the Holy Spirit and the Plan for God for each and 
every situation we face. Refer to doctrine of HOLY SPIRIT OPERATION below. 
 
In John 6:27 the Lord indicates that the crowd were seeking Him for the wrong reason. They were seeking Him for signs 
and miracles not to authenticate the fact that He is the Messiah, but for the results of healing and provision of food.  
 
The challenge is always what we do with the information we receive, and what do we do with the gifts of the Lord we 
receive? 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
POWER    
 
MIRACLES: HEALING AND MIRACLES    
 
MIRACLES OF CHRIST:  CATEGORIES 
 
MIRACLES OF CHRIST:  CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 
 
GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD 
 
MIRACLES:  PURPOSE 
 
MOTIVATION 
 
HOLY SPIRIT OPERATION 
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CHAPTER 7 
 
REPROOF OF PHARISAIC TRADITIONS 
 
MARK 7:1-23   [MATTHEW 15:1-20]   see HARMONY 74-11 
 
1  Then came together unto him the Pharisees, and certain of the scribes, which came from Jerusalem. 2  And 
when they saw some of his disciples eat bread with defiled, that is to say, with unwashen, hands, they found 
fault. 3  For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except they wash their hands oft, eat not, holding the tradition of the 
elders. 4  And when they come from the market, except they wash, they eat not. And many other things there be, 
which they have received to hold, as the washing of cups, and pots, brasen vessels, and of tables. 5  Then the 
Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk not thy disciples according to the tradition of the elders, but eat 
bread with unwashen hands? 6  He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you 
hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. 7  Howbeit in 
vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 8  For laying aside the 
commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like 
things ye do. 9  And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own 
tradition. 10  For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth father or mother, let him 
die the death: 11  But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by 
whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; he shall be free. 12  And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his 
father or his mother; 13  Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: 
and many such like things do ye. 14  And when he had called all the people unto him, he said unto them, 
Hearken unto me every one of you, and understand: 15  There is nothing from without a man, that entering into 
him can defile him: but the things which come out of him, those are they that defile the man. 16  If any man have 
ears to hear, let him hear. 17  And when he was entered into the house from the people, his disciples asked him 
concerning the parable. 18  And he saith unto them, Are ye so without understanding also? Do ye not perceive, 
that whatsoever thing from without entereth into the man, it cannot defile him; 19  Because it entereth not into 
his heart, but into the belly, and goeth out into the draught, purging all meats? 20  And he said, That which 
cometh out of the man, that defileth the man. 21  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, 
adulteries, fornications, murders, 22  Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, 
blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 23  All these evil things come from within, and defile the man. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The incident here happened in Galilee, which is well north of Jerusalem. It is an attack by Jerusalem based Rabbis, over 
the issue of ritual defilement (not basic cleanliness) which has been instigated by the religious leaders of the city of 
Jerusalem. Their representatives have therefore come all the way up to Galilee just for this particular attack.  We have 
seen the malice of Antipas and the rest of the family of Herod, but we will see that these religious people are equal to 
them in hatred of the truth.  
 
It is of interest that the issues involving the subject of defilement are explained in more detail in Mark because the Gospel 
of Mark is written predominantly to the Romans, who would not know what Jesus was talking about, so much further 
explanation is given than in the Gospel of Matthew which was written to the Jews, who would know very well the cultural 
and religious background to this event. This again shows how the four different Gospels were written predominantly to 
different people groups, and altogether we get the full picture.  Refer to the Harmony of the Gospels to see this fully. 
 
The disciples are not being accused of violating the Mosaic Law, as the Law as given to Moses from the Lord, does not 
demand for the hands to be washed seven times every time prior to the eating of the smallest snack. However from the 
Mishnah (which summarized the “laws of the elders” – Phasisaic Rabbis) you could not eat anything unless you first 
washed your hands seven times saying set prayers (or more) and this custom continues to this day in strict Jewish 
religious circles. 
 
So the conflict is not over the breaking of the Mosaic Law, which they will never be able to accuse Jesus of doing, 
because He kept it perfectly.  Keep remembering that Jesus is the visible member of the Godhead – He spoke to Moses 
and so knows every detail. Here they are accused of violating the traditions recorded the Mishnah, which He often did.  
 
These legalistic religious Rabbis are seeking further charges that they can accuse him of to try to discredit him in the 
people’s eyes.  He has already been called demon possessed, and now they accuse him of being a sinner because He 
violates their traditions.  The Lord’s point is a very strong one – he deliberately breaks “their traditions”, for they ignore 
the Law he gave to Moses and lift up their traditions higher than Moses and himself.  
 
Some of the quotes below from the Mishnah show how the Pharisees viewed its status: 
 
1.  He that contradicts his Rabbi is as he who would have contradict the Shekinah and he that speaks against his 
Rabbi is as he who would speak against God. 
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2.  He that says something that he did not hear from his Rabbi causes the Shekinah, the visible manifestation of 
the glory of God, to depart from Israel.  
 
3.  It is more worthy of punishment to act against the words of the Scribes than those of the Scriptures. 
 
This gives an idea of how the Mishnah was elevated to be of equal and sometimes of superior authority to the Scriptures.  
 
 
1  Then came together unto him the Pharisees, and certain of the scribes, which came from Jerusalem. 2  And 
when they saw some of his disciples eat bread with defiled, that is to say, with unwashen, hands, they found 
fault. 
 
The Pharisees and Scribes who were the religious leaders in Israel came all the way from Jerusalem to Galilee to try and 
discredit the Lord Jesus Christ. They critically observe some of Jesus’ disciples eating food with ceremonially unclean 
hands.  The disciples were not dirty – they washed their hands – but not in the Obsessive and Compulsive manner of the 
Pharisees.  Bluntly the Pharisees had lifted a mental disorder to the point of being a spiritual strength – rather than the 
disorder of thinking that it is.  OCD is a mental disorder, not a sign of anything other than a need for appropriate drug and 
other therapy! 
 
Mark explains for his Gentile readers the meaning of “ceremonially unwashed”. It was a technical term among religious 
and OCD Jews denoting whatever was contaminated according to their traditional religious rituals, and thus was unfit to 
be called Holy or devoted to God. This had only developed into the hypocrisy it was in recent centuries.  It was religious 
nonsense, and was to be rejected thoroughly, as are all such rites and rituals done by legalistic believers today within 
their cultures.  You cannot add to grace and obedience to the Word of God except you add error! 
 
3  For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except they wash their hands oft, eat not, holding the tradition of the 
elders. 4  And when they come from the market, except they wash, they eat not. And many other things there be, 
which they have received to hold, as the washing of cups, and pots, brasen vessels, and of tables. 
 
Mark here explains to Gentile readers who lived outside Palestine the common Jewish practice of ceremonial washing. 
The ritual multiple washings were regulated by the Pharisees and were designed to regulate every aspect of Jewish life. 
It was considered by them as binding as the written Law and was passed on to each generation by “faithful scribes” or 
teachers of them all.  In the late first century, after the Council of Jamnia in 78 AD, these customs had been written down 
and would form the Mishnah in 78AD and the Talmud over the next century or two. 
 
The most common ritual cleansing was a washing of the hands with a handful of water, a formal practice required by the 
Pharisees before eating food. This was considered to be particularly important after a trip to the marketplace where the 
Jew would likely be coming into contact with an unclean Gentile or such things as money or utensils. For a devout 
religious Jew to disregard these regulations was to them a sin, to follow them was the principle of goodness and service 
to God.  The truth was their legalism without love and morality, their arrogance and their racism were all sins before God, 
and their self righteous washings were an abomination before the Lord.  God had made this principle clear over 700-400 
years before.  Isaiah 1:10-20, Jeremiah 14:7-12, Amos 5:21-27, Malachi 1:10-13.  
 
5  Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk not thy disciples according to the tradition of the elders, 
but eat bread with unwashen hands? 
 
The religious leaders directed their criticism to Jesus, who was the disciple’s teacher, and was therefore considered 
responsible for their conduct. The Jewish leaders thought that the disciple’s failure to observe their ritual washing was a 
symptom of deeper problems. Their concern was that the disciples and Jesus did not live according to the traditions of 
the elders, and they were right 100%.  Jesus despised their hypocrisy, and hated their legalism just as God the Father 
did in the earlier days. 
 
6  He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people 
honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. 7  Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men. 8  For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of 
men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do. 
 
Jesus quoted Isaiah 29:13 from the Septuagint, and applied Isaiah’s description of his contemporaries to His 
questioners, whom he called hypocrites. They were hypocrites because they made an outward profession of worshiping 
God but gave him no genuine worship from their hearts.  They were religious unbelievers – ritual keepers for self 
righteousness, not for any glory to God or humility towards God.  The fruit of their life showed their evil hearts. 
 
Their worship of God was in vain because like the Jews of Isaiah’s day they were teaching that the tradition of men to 
have equivalent weight to the Scriptures.  They had selected a “convenient religion” and that is always a satanic 
alternative to the reality of Christ in you. Consequently Jesus charged them with abandoning the commands of God’s 
Law and instead adhering to the traditions of men. Isaiah Chapter 1 fully proclaims this truth in power! 
 
9  And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition. 
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Jesus restated his charge that the religious leaders were clever at bypassing God’s Law, in order to observe their own 
traditions, for their own rules made them feel important and special, whereas God’s Law made them feel humbled and 
sinful before Him, which they were.  He supported his verdict over their lives by citing a striking illustration in verses ten 
to twelve.  Evidence was always required when anyone was condemned as breaking the Mosaic Law, and the spirit and 
the letter of the Mosaic Law was broken by these evil men’s treatment of their own parents. 
 
10  For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth father or mother, let him die the 
death: 11  But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by whatsoever 
thou mightest be profited by me; he shall be free. 12  And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his father or his 
mother; 
 
Jesus cites the commandment from Exodus 20:12, which states that the Jews were to honour father and mother. The 
statement “to honour” is more than obedience, and implies a need to look after them as well. The Jews from religious 
backgrounds were not looking after their fathers and mothers, as they were using a technique called the Corban method 
of conserving the funds for their own use. 
 
Corban was a method of declaring all your goods as a “gift to the temple” whilst still allowing yourself access and use of 
all yoiur assets. Pharisees and others that uses technique would be able, if their parents came to see them seeking 
financial support, as they were destitute, to have said that their inheritance and wealth was all dedicated to the Temple 
and therefore not available to assist them. 
 
The Scribes said that by declaring their wealth Corban it set aside the requirements of the fifth commandment to honour 
your father and mother. The scribes emphasized that this vow was unalterable and held priority over from their family 
responsibilities, so it no longer let them do anything for their parents.  What evil this was.  Paul makes it clear that such 
things were to have no place in the church.  1 Timothy 5:4-8. 
 
13  Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like 
things do ye. 
 
By their tradition they nullified the Word of God. The word for “making none effect” in the Greek was the same word used 
in the papyri for annulling contracts. To sanction religious donations at the expense of violating God’s clear 
commandment regarding ones responsibility to parents and also children was to set human tradition above God’s Word. 
The Corban was only one example of many other things like it, where tradition distorted or obscured the Old Testament. 
 
14  And when he had called all the people unto him, he said unto them, Hearken unto me every one of you, and 
understand: 15  There is nothing from without a man, that entering into him can defile him: but the things which 
come out of him, those are they that defile the man. 16  If any man have ears to hear, let him hear. 
 
It is of note that in a number of early manuscript versions of the Scriptures verse 16 does not occur, although it fits here. 
 
At this point Jesus gave a more direct reply to that Pharisee’s question about ritual uncleanness. He addressed the 
crowd first and gave a general principle applicable to everyone. Then he explained the principle to his disciples in verses 
17-23. 
 
Firstly He calls everybody to listen attentively to him as He speaks to the crowd of the true source of defilement. From a 
negative viewpoint nothing outside can make a person unclean unless you take that poison, bacteria or bad food into 
yourself. Jesus here spoke in a moral not a specifically medical sense, although the principle still applies. A person is not 
defiled morally by what she/he eats, even if their hands have not been ceremony washed. 
 
A person is defiled morally by what they think, even though they may scrupulously observe outward purity rituals. So 
Jesus contradicted the rabbis by stating that sin proceeds from within, and not from without. Jeremiah 17:9-10.  
Unwashed hands do not make an evil heart.  An evil heart however will always produce “dirty hands” – as we think so we 
become over time!  Solomon states this 1000 years before the Lord.  Proverbs 16:1-9, 23:7.  
 
He also demonstrated the true spiritual intent of the Law regarding clean and unclean food. As you ate food that was 
stated to be unclean in the Mosaic Law you were not defiled by the food, but by the disobeying of God’s command. 
 
17  And when he was entered into the house from the people, his disciples asked him concerning the parable. 
 
After they had left the crowd and come into the house his disciples asked Him for an explanation of the parable given in 
verse 15. Their failure to understand Jesus’ words and works is emphasized throughout and is traced to their hardness of 
heart.  It is still an issue for us all. We must be aware of subjects that we were so “well taught” that we cannot get the 
truth to correct the old nonsense we have taken in.   Let us be consciously open to the Holy Spirit in all matters. 
 
18  And he saith unto them, Are ye so without understanding also? Do ye not perceive, that whatsoever thing 
from without entereth into the man, it cannot defile him; 19  Because it entereth not into his heart, but into the 
belly, and goeth out into the draught, purging all meats? 
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In verse 18 Jesus says to the disciples, “Why are you so dull?” It showed that they, like the crowd, did not comprehend 
his teaching, despite the instruction that He had given them. Jesus now reinforces the concept that nothing from the 
outside of a person can defile them morally. The reason is that the food, or any other item does not go into the heart, 
which is the area that controls the human personality and thereby affects the moral nature. Rather it enters the stomach 
and then is excreted into the toilet.   
 
The lord is directly blunt here – the Pharisees are worried about toilet fodder!  He is being funny and rude about them!  
Sarcasm is sanctified here as a way to deal with legalism.  People who are detrmined to follow the rules of men rather 
than God are to be dealt with bluntly and avoided thereafter!   If they seek the truth they will open their hearts and minds 
and read the Scriptures rather than the “paper-backs” of their favorite teachers. 
 
20  And he said, That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man. 21  For from within, out of the heart of 
men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 22  Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, 
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 23  All these evil things come from within, and defile 
the man. 
 
Having concluded that defilement of a person comes from within, Jesus now states what evils come from the Old Sin 
Nature.  We all inherit the OSN from Adam and we all have different sins that plague us, and each of us differs, and none 
is more or less sinful – we are all sinners in need of a Saviour.  The list here catches all areas of weakness. 
 
Evil thoughts - Poneros Dialogismos – Evil is anything that is not in conformity with the plan of God and comprises both 
sin and concepts of human good. 
 
Adulteries - Moicheia – unlawful intercourse with the spouse of another 
 
Fornications - Porneia - illicit sexual activity or any sexual activity other than with your partner. 
 
Murders – Phonos – the illegal killing of another person 
 
Thefts – Klope – the illegal acquisition of other people’s property 
 
Covetousness – Pleonexia – Greediness on the basis of desiring to have more [pleon – more, echo – have and hold]  
 
Wickedness – Porneria – related to evil Poneros see above, being involved in evil 
 
Deceit – Dolos – acting out of deceit, cunning, guile, the pretence that people put up, hypocrisy 
 
Lasciviousness – Aselgeia – an absence of restraint, indecency, wantonness 
 
Evil eye – Poneros Ophthalmos – envy or jealousy, looking at others in a very negative fashion 
 
Blasphemy - Blasphemia  - speaking ill of God or man  
 
Pride – Huperephania – the prime sin of Satan and the one that God most hates, haughtiness Proverbs 6:16-19 
 
Foolishness – Aphrosune - foolishness, recklessness, acts done without respect of God or man 
 
Jesus concludes with the statement, “All these evil things come from within, and defile the man”.  It is this that the Lord 
wants these evil self righteous men to focus upon, not washing their hands seven times…. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
Obviously in principle there is nothing wrong with washing your hands properly before you eat, but it is a health and 
safety principle, not a spiritual matter. The Scribes and the Pharisees however contend that the disciples are 
contravening the tradition of the elders which was the oral law handed down in Israel, and they are right – Jesus had 
taught them to despise the rules of men. When it was put in writing the tradition of the elders was formed into a 
document called the Mishnah – and it is a written record of Obsessive Compulsive Disorder – not spirituality.   Israel 
would be judged for the Mishnah errors, and would go into captivity, for they chose that and rejected Jesus! 
 
It is noted that the multiple washing of hands before a meal is not a commandment in the Old Testament scriptures but 
became a very strong part of the Mishnah. If it had of been in the Old Testament the religious group would have said, 
“Why do your disciples contravene the Scripture?” 
 
While washing of hands before eating is a good practical way of hygienic handling of food the religious group had made it 
into a sign of spirituality which it is not. They said you are not spiritual unless you wash your hands ritualistically before 
meals. Whatever the benefits of sanitation they do not extend into the spiritual realm. Here is a case of religion taking 
something which is good, and perverting it, making a false spiritual issue out of it for reasons of self righteousness. 
 
Religion is always looking for any opportunity to criticise people who are looking for or spreading the truth in grace. 
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It should be noted that good by itself is not spirituality. The tradition of the hand washing is good but it is not spiritual. Just 
because a thing is good, it does not mean it is spiritual, or from God. Washing your hands before a meal is good for the 
health but it is not an issue in spirituality. 
 
The real issue is not washing your hands before meals the real issue is your relationship with God. The Pharisees have 
put emphasis on their tradition rather than the Scriptures. We are to be Bible believers and not slaves to traditions. 
 
Stability in family life leads to stability in national life. As goes the families of the nation so goes the nation itself. It is 
almost national suicide to practice lack of discipline, but it is equally suicidal to be OCD about things that do not purify. 
 
People who will not accept the doctrines of the Word of God are offended by the Word of God, as it clashes with their 
own man made traditions. Religion and legalism rejects doctrine and will fight doctrine. 
 
The sins of the tongue express the sins of the mental attitude of a person and these are the things which pollute a 
person. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
RELIGION        SIN:  JEALOUSY    
 
MORALITY     SIN:  OLD SIN NATURE 
 
SIN:  OLD SIN NATURE – THE FRUIT OF  LEGALISM 
 
GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – FAMILY PARABLES 
 
SIN:  ADULTERY    SIN:  MURDER 
 
SIN:  SINS OF THE TONGUE   BITTERNESS 
 
BLASPHEMY 
 

 
 
 
DAUGHTER OF SYRO-PHOENICIAN HEALED 
 
MARK 7:24-30   [MATTHEW 15:21-28]   see HARMONY 74-11 
 
24  And from thence he arose, and went into the borders of Tyre and Sidon, and entered into an house, and 
would have no man know it: but he could not be hid. 25  For a certain woman, whose young daughter had an 
unclean spirit, heard of him, and came and fell at his feet: 26  The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by 
nation; and she besought him that he would cast forth the devil out of her daughter. 27  But Jesus said unto her, 
Let the children first be filled: for it is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it unto the dogs. 28  And 
she answered and said unto him, Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the children's crumbs. 29  And 
he said unto her, For this saying go thy way; the devil is gone out of thy daughter. 30  And when she was come 
to her house, she found the devil gone out, and her daughter laid upon the bed. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
24  And from thence he arose, and went into the borders of Tyre and Sidon, and entered into an house, and 
would have no man know it: but he could not be hid. 25  For a certain woman, whose young daughter had an 
unclean spirit, heard of him, and came and fell at his feet: 26  The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by 
nation; and she besought him that he would cast forth the devil out of her daughter. 
 
Jesus again leaves the borders of Israel and is in a Gentile area, the same area that Elijah went to in the period of 
drought in Israel. The reason He is trying to stay quiet is that He is emphasizing the training of the twelve disciples. 
However he could not be hidden and the message that he is nearby gets out.  The Lord went to this area, for he had this 
divine appointment there, and he wanted this woman to express her volition and find him. 
 
Jewish people did not expect much faith from pagans especially from pagan women, but God seeks positive volition and 
embraces it whenever it occurs. Like Sidon, Tyre belong to ancient Phoenicia, and the most prominent woman from 
Phoenicia in the Old Testament was wicked Jezebel. Another Phoenician woman who petitioned Elijah in the same 
generation received God’s favour for her son. 1 Kings 17:17-24.  The issue is always individual volition, not genetic 
inheritance. 
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Greek culture had long influenced this area since the days of the battles between the Greeks and the Persians, and 
many Greeks had settled there, especially after Alexander destroyed the more ancient Phoenician civilization. Thus she 
was both Syrophoenician and Greek. The Jews, God’s chosen people, occupied a place of distinct privilege with God. He 
had made wonderful covenants with them, committed the Scriptures to them, and dwelt with them in the Tabernacle, and 
later in the Temple. 
 
By contrast, the Gentiles were aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, strangers from the covenants of promise, without 
Christ, without hope, without God in this world. Ephesians 2:11-12.  That being said the prophets had urged Israel to 
take their responsibility as “light bearers” seriously and take the good news of God to the Gentiles.  Isaiah 11:10, 49:6, 
60:3-16, 61:6-9…. 
 
27  But Jesus said unto her, Let the children first be filled: for it is not meet to take the children's bread, and to 
cast it unto the dogs. 28  And she answered and said unto him, Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the 
children's crumbs. 
 
Jewish people did not regularly call non-Jews dogs as some commentators argue. Rather, Jesus is making his point by 
way of illustration, as wise teachers in his day often did. Worthless food would be cast to the dogs. Exodus 22:31. In 
Jewish Palestine dogs were regarded as scavengers, but in well to do households influenced by the Greek custom dogs 
were sometimes pets. Jesus is making an illustration that the children must be fed before the pets, and the Jewish 
people therefore had first claim. Exodus 4:22.  He is still being provocative, and seeing just how strong her volition is.  
He wants to stretch her faith and push her to fully disclose her heart and mind, just as he is pushing his disicples to 
stretch their faith and change their wrong attitudes.  Notice how many times the Lord makes it hard for people – he tries 
to get them to really reach out – not expect a marketing department to make it easy to access! 
 
He is saying that He will not heal like the pagan magicians, for He wants her to demonstrate faith, specifically faith in the 
supremacy of the true God and in him as the Messiah. She concedes the priority of the Jewish people, but protests that 
even the little dogs (puppies under the table) get to eat crumbs. In so arguing she indicates by faith that only the smallest 
fraction of His power is necessary to heal her daughter. 
 
29  And he said unto her, For this saying go thy way; the devil is gone out of thy daughter. 30  And when she 
was come to her house, she found the devil gone out, and her daughter laid upon the bed. 
 
In the Old Testament faith was often expressed in a bold way by women of faith, 2 Kings 4:14-28, prophets, Exodus 
33:12 to 34:9, and other heroes, Genesis 30:26-30. These examples combine a humble respect for God or His prophet 
with boldly urgent requests and God answered the prayers.   God looks for those who exercise expectant faith and who 
persist in their righteous demands.  In our praying we purify our hearts desires and correct any request as we go.  Faith 
grows, like muscles, when it is exercised. 
 
This woman’s faith was remarkable. The Lord rewarded it instantly by the healing of the girl at a distance. When the 
woman went home her daughter was fully recovered.  She had learned about him as a result, and may have gone on to 
become a foundation member of the church in this area, that would later help Paul on his troubles.  Acts 27:3. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
We have the rights to claim the promises of God and apply pertinent doctrines to our situation and problems 
 
It is very important that we should be relaxed in our Christian life, looking at other people as the Lord looks at them, and 
looking at helping to solve their spiritual problems rather than wanting them to go away. 
 
God in His grace never overlooks a believer who is seeking help in a problem, but He often stretches our faith. 
 
The only reason that Jesus went to Tyre and Sidon was to contact this woman and that the disciples might be able to see 
the issue of trusting in the Lord and his promises as the solution to their problems. 
 
We are going to have problems as long as we live. All our problems are solves using the principle of resting in the 
promises and doctrines of God. You put the problem in the Lord’s hands and move on. 
 
PROPHECY 
 
TYRE 
 
PROPHECY 
 
Ezekiel 26:3,4,7,8,12,14,21 (588 BC): Therefore thus says the Lord God: Behold I am against thee, 
0 Tyre, and I will bring up many nations against thee, as the sea brings up waves. 4 And 
they will destroy the walls of Tyre and break down her towers: and I will scrape her dust 
from her and make her a bare rock  7 For thus says the Lord God: Behold I will bring upon 
Tyre from the north Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, a king of kings, with horses, 
chariots, cavalry and a great army. 8 He will slay your daughters on the mainland with 
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the sword: and he will make siege walls against you and raise up a large shield against 
you .12 And they will make a spoil of your riches and prey for your merchandise, break 
down your walls and destroy your pleasant houses, and throw your stones and your timbers 
and your debris into the water .14 And I will make you a bare rock: you will be a place 
for the spreading of nets. You will be built no more, for I the Lord have spoken, 
declares the Lord God .21  I shall bring terrors on you and you will be no more: though 
you will be sought, you will never be found again, declares the Lord. 
 
FULFILLMENTS 
 
"Many nations would come against Tyre" (Ezekiel 26:3). Alexander the Great, after defeating the Persians at the battle 
of Issus in 333 BC, marched southwards, demanding the surrender of the cities on the Mediterranean coast This demand 
was in order to reduce the effectiveness of the Persian fleet, which controlled the sea-lanes at this time.  Tyre refused to 
surrender so the city was attacked.  Alexander, because of his weakness in the naval area, found it necessary to obtain 
naval forces from a number of city states. His navy which attacked Tyre, was drawn from Sidon, Aradus, Rhodes, Mallos, 
Cyprus, Macedon, Lycia, Soli, and Byblos. Many nations were therefore against Tyre. Alexander sacked the city in 332 
BC.  
 
"Walls broken down, debris removed; it would become like a bare rock" (Ezekiel 26:4).  Alexander the Great, during the 
sacking of Tyre, demolished the walls of the city.  In order to gain access to the city, which was sited on an island, the 
site of ancient Tyre was scraped to provide material for a causeway. Thus the old site of Tyre became like a bare rock.  
 
"Nebuchadnezzar would sack the mainland city, slaughtering the population. He would lay siege to Tyre" (Ezekiel 
26:7,8). Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to mainland Tyre in 585 BC.  After 13 years of siege Tyre made terms with Babylon.  
When Nebuchadnezzar broke the gates of Tyre down he found it almost empty as the majority of the people had moved 
by ship to an island about one kilometre off the coast. They had fortified this island, the site of new Tyre. The mainland 
city was destroyed in 572 BC with the slaughter of its population. 
 
"The sacking of Tyre and throwing its stones and timber into the water" (Ezekiel 26:12). Tyre was sacked by 
Nebuchadnezzar.  In order to attack new Tyre offshore, Alexander demolished old Tyre, throwing the stones, timber and 
debris into the water to form a causeway.  He augmented this material with timber from Mt Libanus. (See also v.4) 
 
"Made a bare rock, for the spreading of fishermen's nets, never to be rebuilt" [Ezekiel 26:14). The port of Tyre is still in 
use today with small fishing vessels laying at anchor there. The port has become a haven for fishing boats and a place 
for spreading their nets. New Tyre on the island was eventually destroyed by the Muslims in 1291, being laid in ruins.  
Sixty years later it was reported that of the ancient walls and port, only traces remain. The existing city of Tyre is built 
down the coast from the original site of Tyre. (See also v.4) 
 
"Tyre would be no more "(Ezekiel 26:21). With the destruction of Tyre it was not rebuilt 
 
SIDON 
 
PROPHECY 
 
Ezekiel 28:22,23 (588 BC): And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O 
Zidon; and I will be glorified in the midst of thee: and they shall know that I am the 
LORD, when I shall have executed judgments in her, and shall be sanctified in her.      
23 For I will send into her pestilence, and blood into her streets; and the wounded shall 
be judged in the midst of her by the sword upon her on every side; and they shall know 
that I am the LORD. 
 
FULFILLMENTS 
 
There is no Biblical mention of the destruction of Sidon. Unlike Tyre, Sidon exists today, even though it has had  one  of  
the  bloodiest histories of  any  city. 
 
"Pestilence, blood in the streets, sword on every side, judgment" (Ezekiel 28:23). In 351 BC the Sidonians, who had 
been subjects of the Persian kings, revolted against their masters and successfully defended their city against the 
repeated attacks of the Persians.  They were ruled by a weak king, who, in order to save his own life, betrayed the city to 
the Persians.  Knowing what would befall them, 40,000 Sidonians locked themselves in their houses which they then set 
on fire, thus perishing at their own hands rather than being slaughtered by the Persians. 
 
In the days of the Crusades, Sidon was taken and retaken three times by the Crusaders and the Muslims.  This caused 
great bloodshed and death by the sword, including the slaying of many wounded. Up to the l9th century Sidon was the 
scene of conflict between the Turks and the Druses; and the Turks and the French. In 1840 Sidon was bombarded by the 
combined fleets of England, France and Turkey. Sidon's bloody history continues to this day with the city being featured 
in the conflict between Israel and the PLO. 
 
DOCTRINES 
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ANGELS:  DEMONS    
 
CHRIST:  PROPHET, PRIEST AND KING 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH – OVERCOMING BY FAITH 
 
GOD - GOD CARES FOR YOU 
 
GRACE 
 
HUMILITY 
 
MERCY  
 
PROMISES 
 
 
 
 
MARK 7:31-37     HEALING THE DEAF    [MATTHEW 15:29-31]   see HARMONY 74-11 
 
31  And again, departing from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, he came unto the sea of Galilee, through the midst 
of the coasts of Decapolis. 32  And they bring unto him one that was deaf, and had an impediment in his speech; 
and they beseech him to put his hand upon him. 33  And he took him aside from the multitude, and put his 
fingers into his ears, and he spit, and touched his tongue; 34  And looking up to heaven, he sighed, and saith 
unto him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened. 35  And straightway his ears were opened, and the string of his tongue 
was loosed, and he spake plain. 36  And he charged them that they should tell no man: but the more he charged 
them, so much the more a great deal they published it; 37  And were beyond measure astonished, saying, He 
hath done all things well: he maketh both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
31  And again, departing from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, he came unto the sea of Galilee, through the midst 
of the coasts of Decapolis. 32  And they bring unto him one that was deaf, and had an impediment in his speech; 
and they beseech him to put his hand upon him. 
 
From the Mediterranean coast, the Lord returned to the east coast of the Sea of Galilee the area known as Decapolis the 
ten towns with refined but pagan Greek culture at their centre. There an incident took place that is recorded only in 
Mark’s Gospel. Interested friends brought a person to Him who was deaf and had a resulting impediment in his speech. 
The impediment could have been caused by a physical deformity or by the fact that as he had never heard sounds 
clearly so he could not reproduce them correctly. 
 
33  And he took him aside from the multitude, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spit, and touched his 
tongue; 34  And looking up to heaven, he sighed, and saith unto him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened. 35  And 
straightway his ears were opened, and the string of his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain. 
 
Jesus took the man aside privately to give the man the dignity he deserved and needed to be able to follow what was 
happening and accept the Lord’s gentle care. Jesus put his fingers in the man’s ears and spat, as a sign that the curse 
upon him was to be lifted, then touched his tongue, thus by a sort of sign language telling him that He was about to open 
his ears and unloose his tongue. 
 
Jesus Christ looked up towards heaven, indicating visibly so that the man could understand, that His power was from 
God the Father. His sigh expresses grief over the suffering which sin had brought out of mankind. He then says the 
Aramaic word for, “be opened”. The result was that the man was instantly and perfectly made whole.  The words Mark 
uses indicate that there may have been some demonic binding of this man that was now loosed. 
 
36  And he charged them that they should tell no man: but the more he charged them, so much the more a great 
deal they published it; 37  And were beyond measure astonished, saying, He hath done all things well: he 
maketh both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak. 
 
The Lord asked the people not to publicize the miracle, but they all disregarded His instruction. The spectators were 
astonished by his wonderful works. They could see that He had done all things well, and that there was no down side to 
the Lord’s work, as was common with the religious “healers” and visiting Rabbis.  All Jesus did he did fully and well, and 
there was only fruit of blessing – just so we are to be people who “do well”, with no fruit in our life that isn’t a blessing to 
all.  Galatians 5:16-26, James 5:1-10. 
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APPLICATION 
 
People with various ailments and disabilities represent different shortcomings in the life of a human being as far as God 
is concerned. None of us are fully “able bodied”, as all have fallen short of the matchless character of God, and all of us 
born into a sinful and fallen world. 
 
The blind represent unregenerate man who cannot see spiritual truths and therefore need their spiritual eyes opened so 
that they can have a relationship with God.  
 
In the case of Mark’s example the man unable to hear and speak pictures the sinner dead to the voice of God and 
therefore unable to speak to others about him.  
 
A third area is that of the lame where their disability restricts the movement of people around and shows the 
powerlessness or the restriction of sin. 
 
We note however that Jesus healed all the people that came to Him and that all that was required was a positive attitude 
towards coming to Christ and accepting Him for who and what He is by faith. 
 
We also note that Jesus dealt with each individual one at a time, indicating that salvation and our relationship with the 
Lord Jesus Christ is a personal one. 
 
Disobedience to the Word of God or Plan of God can never be justified, no matter how well meaning the person might 
be. 
 
DOCTRINES     
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING     BLIND MAN AS A PICTURE OF THE UNSAVED 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE – MENTAL ATTITUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
MARK CHAPTER 8 
 
THE FEEDING OF THE 4,000 
 
MARK 8-1-9   [MATTHEW 15:32-39]   see HARMONY 74-11 
 
1  In those days the multitude being very great, and having nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples unto him, 
and saith unto them, 2  I have compassion on the multitude, because they have now been with me three days, 
and have nothing to eat: 3  And if I send them away fasting to their own houses, they will faint by the way: for 
divers of them came from far. 4  And his disciples answered him, From whence can a man satisfy these men 
with bread here in the wilderness? 5  And he asked them, How many loaves have ye? And they said, Seven. 6  
And he commanded the people to sit down on the ground: and he took the seven loaves, and gave thanks, and 
brake, and gave to his disciples to set before them; and they did set them before the people. 7  And they had a 
few small fishes: and he blessed, and commanded to set them also before them. 8  So they did eat, and were 
filled: and they took up of the broken meat that was left seven baskets. 9  And they that had eaten were about 
four thousand: and he sent them away. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
1  In those days the multitude being very great, and having nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples unto him, 
and saith unto them, 2  I have compassion on the multitude, because they have now been with me three days, 
and have nothing to eat: 3  And if I send them away fasting to their own houses, they will faint by the way: for 
divers of them came from far. 
 
During Jesus’ ministry in the Decapolis region another large crowd gathered, probably comprising both of Jews and 
Gentiles, as this was a Greek influenced area. After listening to Jesus’ teachings three days and having nothing left to 
eat they were weakened by hunger so that if Jesus was to send them home hungry they would probably collapse on the 
way, as some had come from quite a distance. 
 
Jesus had compassion on their physical need and called the disciples attention to it. He took the initiative to feed the 
multitude who chose to forgo food in order to be nourished by His words.   These people may have had food for the first 
days, but by the third day there is no real quantity of food left, and the disciples are doing marginally better with their 
provisioning, but they still have only seven loaves left from their supply.  
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4  And his disciples answered him, From whence can a man satisfy these men with bread here in the 
wilderness? 5  And he asked them, How many loaves have ye? And they said, Seven.  
 
The disciples’ question highlighted their slowness in comprehension as to his power and ability.  They have seen him 
feed the 5000 men and yet still wonder where the food will come from.  This is a more built up area, with cities nearby, 
and so maybe they are thinking about human means of supply. They still lack appreciation of the fact that Jesus’ 
presence with them in this new crisis makes it an opportunity – not a crisis of supply.  It also illustrated their total lack of 
human and financial ability to again meet the need of a large crowd. This problem they indirectly referred back to Jesus.  
 
Jesus’ question concerning the amount of bread available clearly indicated His intentions, and was an invitation to the 
disciples to use resources they had, which in this case was seven loaves, and a few small fish, but these were so small 
as not to be even accounted for as useful.   It is a reminder that all things given to the Lord, no matter how small are 
“able to be used”, and multiplication is God’s way! 
 
6  And he commanded the people to sit down on the ground: and he took the seven loaves, and gave thanks, 
and brake, and gave to his disciples to set before them; and they did set them before the people. 7  And they 
had a few small fishes: and he blessed, and commanded to set them also before them.  
 
The feeding of this crowd occurred much like the feeding of the 5000. The Greek Participles associated with “taken” and 
“given thanks”, and the verb for “broke” in the aorist, express three decisive acts. The verb “gave” is in the imperfect 
tense showing that Jesus kept on giving the food to the disciples for distribution. He did the same with the few small fish. 
 
8  So they did eat, and were filled: and they took up of the broken meat that was left seven baskets. 9  And they 
that had eaten were about four thousand: and he sent them away. 
 
Mark completes his reporting on the feeding of the 4000 by stressing the total sufficiency of the miracle in the fact that all 
were fed and satisfied. In addition the abundance of the provision is shown by the fact that seven basket full of food were 
left over after feeding the large sized crowd. 
 
The baskets on this occasion differ from those of the feeding of the 5000. These were rope formed very large baskets 
sometimes large enough to carry a man, thus while there were less baskets they were likely to hold more than the twelve 
baskets used for cleaning up after the feeding of the 5000. At the end of the meal Mark says that Jesus sent the crowd 
away possibly with food for the way provided also. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
The response of the disciples should give us encouragement that the Lord can and does use all sorts of people including 
those who do not understand easily nor catch on to God’s Plan quickly. 
 
God does not help those who help themselves; he helps the helpless in grace as we come to Him. We can do nothing for 
salvation or deliverance daily, other than trust in what God has done. We can do nothing without Christ in the Christian 
life. 
 
The fact that this is not just a repeat of the feeding of the five thousand is shown by the fact that the Lord refers to both 
incidents as separate incidents in Matthew 16:9,10 and Mark 8:19,20.  
 
Another item of difference was in their baskets where in the feeding of the 5000 the Greek word used was “Kophinos” 
which was a wicker basket used as a measuring device while in the feeding of the 4000 it is “Spuris” which is a large 
plaited reed/rope basket sometimes large enough to hold a man. A third basket type noted in the New Testament is 
“Sargane” which is a rope basket like that used by Paul to escape from Damascus. Luke calls this one a Spuris showing 
that the last two basket types can be used for the same basket. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
GOD:  ABILITY OF GOD 
 
FEEDING OF THE CROWDS CONTRASTS 
 
While the miracle of the feeding of the five thousand resembles that of the feeding of the four thousand there are a 
number of differences. In addition they are cited as separate incidents by Jesus in Matthew 16:9,10 and Mark 8:19,20.  
 

THE FIVE THOUSAND 
 

THE FOUR THOUSAND 

1. The people were Jews  John 6:14,15 
 

1. The people were Gentiles and Jews from Decapolis 

2. The multitude had been with Jesus one day  John 6:35 
 

2. The crowd had been with Him for three days Mark 8:2 

3. Jesus used five loaves and two fish  Matthew 14:17 3. He used seven loaves and a few small fish Mark 8:5,7  
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4. Five thousand men were fed  Matthew 14:21 
 

4. Four thousand men were fed  Matthew 15:38 

5. Surplus filled twelve baskets  Matthew 14:20  
 

5. Surplus filled seven baskets Mark 8:8 

6. The baskets were wicker “Kophinos” baskets 
 

6. The baskets were woven reed “Spuris” baskets  

 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FASTING 
 
 
 

 
PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES REQUIRE ANOTHER SIGN 
 
MARK 8:10-12   [MATTHEW 16:1-4]   see HARMONY 74-11 
 
10  And straightway he entered into a ship with his disciples, and came into the parts of Dalmanutha. 11  And 
the Pharisees came forth, and began to question with him, seeking of him a sign from heaven, tempting him. 12  
And he sighed deeply in his spirit, and saith, Why doth this generation seek after a sign? verily I say unto you, 
There shall no sign be given unto this generation. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
10  And straightway he entered into a ship with his disciples, and came into the parts of Dalmanutha. 11  And 
the Pharisees came forth, and began to question with him, seeking of him a sign from heaven, tempting him. 12  
And he sighed deeply in his spirit, and saith, Why doth this generation seek after a sign? verily I say unto you, 
There shall no sign be given unto this generation. 
 
Having dismissed the crowd Jesus and His disciples immediately embark and cross the Sea of Galilee to the region of 
Dalmanutha, which is situated near Tiberius on the lake’s western side. 
 
The religious leaders come again out of the surrounding areas and begin to question him. They wish to test him to get 
him to give the source of his authority. They were seeking from him an additional sign that His ministry was from heaven 
with divine authority.  They have been thinking about this, or they have bene receiving instructions from Jerusalem as to 
what to ask and they are persistent, trying to get him to condemn himself by his answer. 
 
The Pharisees did not demand a spectacular miracle, but that Jesus would give unmistakable proof that He and His 
mission came from God.  However they came to Him in unbelief, as they have already enough evidence around them. 
 
Jesus sighed deeply and asked them a rhetorical question, reflecting His distress at their obstinate unbelief.  The words 
“of this generation” is aimed at the nation of Israel, as represented by these religious leaders.   
 
Jesus rejects their demand, saying that there is no specific sign that will be given to this generation other than that of 
Jonah - resurrection. He notes that all will see the miracle of resurrection which is classified as “the sign of Jonah” as 
seen in Matthew 16:4.  Sadly, as Luke records, Luke 16:19-31, they will reject even this sign, indeed after the raising of 
Lazarus these evil men will try to kill Lazarus and Jesus, in order to destroy the evidence. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
The failures of the disciples, and the loving patience of the Lord should be of great comfort to us as we often fail to 
respond to the Lord’s leading. The disciples have been consistently wrong yet the Lord persists with them as He does 
with us all. 
 
Often natural enemies within a group will bury their differences long enough to form a joint attack on a person who is 
living by grace and the Word of God.  Religious and rationalistic people cannot stand the fundamentalist. 
 
Doctrine from the Word of God is more powerful than miracles, as it is based on the perfect character of God and 
miracles can come from another sources than God.   2 Thessalonians 2:8-12. 
 
A person who is able to look at the weather or other natural signs should be able to look into the evidence in the Word of 
God and know that Jesus is the Lord of all. 
 
The criterion against which we must judge all things is the Bible as tradition, experience and rationalism will pervert our 
judgment and cause us to miss the person of Christ or particular areas of His plan for us. 
 
DOCTRINE    SIGNS 
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DISCIPLES WARNED AGAINST THE LEAVEN OF PHARISEES 
 
MARK 8:13-21   [MATTHEW 16:5-12]   see HARMONY 74-11 
 
13  And he left them, and entering into the ship again departed to the other side. 14  Now the disciples had 
forgotten to take bread, neither had they in the ship with them more than one loaf. 15  And he charged them, 
saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod. 16  And they reasoned 
among themselves, saying, It is because we have no bread. 17  And when Jesus knew it, he saith unto them, 
Why reason ye, because ye have no bread? perceive ye not yet, neither understand? have ye your heart yet 
hardened? 18  Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, hear ye not? and do ye not remember? 19  When I 
brake the five loaves among five thousand, how many baskets full of fragments took ye up? They say unto him, 
Twelve. 20  And when the seven among four thousand, how many baskets full of fragments took ye up? And 
they said, Seven. 21  And he said unto them, How is it that ye do not understand? 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
13  And he left them, and entering into the ship again departed to the other side. 14  Now the disciples had 
forgotten to take bread, neither had they in the ship with them more than one loaf. 15  And he charged them, 
saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod. 
 
The disciples now get into a boat and set sail for the eastern side of the Sea of Galilee. During the journey the disciples 
realise that they had forgotten to take bread along, in fact they only had one loaf on board. However the Lord was not 
thinking about bread from a physical viewpoint, but told the disciples about the spiritual leaven of the unbelieving 
legalistic Rabbis who keep trying to trip him up. 
 
In this passage, together with the passage in Matthew chapter 16, Jesus warns the disciples against three types of evil 
that is spoken of as “being like leaven/yeast”. 
 
1.  The leaven of the Pharisees is that Jesus is not the Messiah on the grounds that he is demon possessed. 
 
2.  The leaven of the Sadducees, which occurs in Matthew, is that Jesus is against the Temple. 
 
3.  The leaven of Herodians is that Jesus is against the rule of Rome through the house of Herod  
 
Jesus does not want the disciples to accept any of these teachings, for they are all evil in origin.  
 
16  And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have no bread. 17  And when Jesus knew it, 
he saith unto them, Why reason ye, because ye have no bread? perceive ye not yet, neither understand? have 
ye your heart yet hardened? 18  Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, hear ye not? and do ye not 
remember? 19  When I brake the five loaves among five thousand, how many baskets full of fragments took ye 
up? They say unto him, Twelve. 20  And when the seven among four thousand, how many baskets full of 
fragments took ye up? And they said, Seven. 21  And he said unto them, How is it that ye do not understand? 
 
However the disciples misunderstood the warning and take it to be a rebuke because they failed to put bread aboard the 
ship. The disciples completely missed the point. The only thing they can think of was food, and we can understand that 
with the feeding of the 5000, and 4000 as rebukes to their lack of preparation and faith.  
 
Jesus directed nine recorded questions to them. The first five reproved them for their lack of understanding. The last four 
rebuked them for worrying about the supply of their needs as long as He was with them.  
 
Had he not fed five thousand with five loaves leaving twelve baskets over? Had he not fed four thousand with seven 
loaves leaving seven baskets over? Then why did they not understand that He was able to supply the needs of a handful 
of disciples aboard the boat?  Didn’t they realize that the Creator and Sustainer of the universe was in the boat with 
them?  Before we feel smug in criticising them let’s pause and reflect on the number of times we have paniced rather 
than expressed faith.  
 
APPLICATION 
 
Whilst we may well criticise the disciples for forgetting about bread we should be careful not to forget about the promises 
and doctrines of God when we are in need.  
 
How good is our memory? Memory is very important, as it is our criteria for all decision making. It forms our standards 
against which we measure things. It is very important to remember the Word of God, as it is a light to our path. 
 
There is only one criterion for the believer to consider in important issues, which is the Word of God. If we forget Bible 
doctrine this creates a vacuum into which false doctrine and wrongful criteria and fear are drawn. 
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You can say that the Bible is the Word of God, but if you do not remember anything about the Bible it is useless. You 
have to get the Word of God into your minds. 
 
Food in the form of bread is of no lasting consequence. Sorting out true from false doctrine is of the utmost importance. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
ISRAEL - PHARISEES, SADDUCEES AND SCRIBES 
 
LEAVEN 
 
MEMORIES 
 
ASCETICISM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A BLIND MAN HEALED 
 
MARK 8:22-26 
 
22  And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and besought him to touch him. 23  And 
he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and put his 
hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought. 24  And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, walking. 25  
After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was restored, and saw every 
man clearly. 26  And he sent him away to his house, saying, Neither go into the town, nor tell it to any in the 
town. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
22  And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and besought him to touch him. 23  And 
he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and put his 
hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought. 24  And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, walking. 25  
After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was restored, and saw every 
man clearly.  
 
This is the only two stage healing in the Four Gospels. Miracle stories in antiquity usually stressed the suddenness of the 
miracle thus healing by degrees was quite rare.  When something occurs that isn’t the “norm” we should pause an 
dreflect upon what might be happening here.   
 
In the first stages blindness is removed partially, he has partial sight, he’s able to see things but when he looks at people 
they are blurred, they look like trees walking.  Once agai also the Lord uses spittle and touch to underline his personal 
removal of a sin burden here also.  We are not given details but there is a story here that required specific and private 
healing.  This man could see at some point, for he knew what trees walking would have looked like! 
 
In the second stage Jesus removes the blindness fully and now the man fully sees.  The Lord has ensured by the 
process that the man is not shocked and disoriented by the healing either. 
 
This narrative is therefore significant as a visible principle of something else going on also, and probably represents the 
fact that the disciples have begun to see the truth partially, they do not see the full truth until after the resurrection. 
 
For Israel as a result of the rejection of the Messiahship of Jesus a, “blindness in part”, has befallen Israel. 
 
The Old Testament prophets sometimes acted out parables to get people’s attention and communicate their teaching in 
a very visible way.  Isaiah 20:2-6, Jeremiah 19:1-15. 
 
26  And he sent him away to his house, saying, Neither go into the town, nor tell it to any in the town. 
 
Prophets usually presented healed persons to their families but Jesus private action here emphasizes the fact that He 
wishes the healing to remain secret, and he will not heal in front of the masses. Had the man returned to the town 
everyone would have known of the miracle.  This man also must have needed to deal with family first and restore any 
relationships that have been broken through his blindness – the story here will only be known in heaven, and it will be an 
interesting one. 
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APPLICATION 
 
Today Israel is blind, but the blindness we are clearly told is partial, and because of this some Jews are coming to a 
saving knowledge of Christ. However when the fullness of the Gentiles comes in, after the Rapture the Church, at that 
point Israel’s blindness will be totally removed, and then at least 1/3 of Israel shall be saved.  Zechariah 12:10ff. 
 
Without the intervention of the Lord Jesus Christ, the blind man would have remained blind. In principle then we need the 
intervention of God for us to advance anywhere in the spiritual realm.  
 
The more doctrine you know the more clearly you can see the plan of God not only for your personal life, but for the life 
of the nation in which you live. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
MIRACLES: HEALING AND MIRACLES    
 
BLIND MAN AS A PICTURE OF THE UNSAVED    
 
 
 
 
 
PETER'S CONFESSION 
 
MARK 8:27-30   [MATTHEW 16:13-20, LUKE 9:18-21]   see HARMONY 74-12 
 
27  And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the towns of Caesarea Philippi: and by the way he asked his 
disciples, saying unto them, Whom do men say that I am? 28  And they answered, John the Baptist; but some 
say, Elias; and others, One of the prophets. 29  And he saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Peter 
answereth and saith unto him, Thou art the Christ. 30  And he charged them that they should tell no man of him. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
Jesus took his disciples about 40km north of Bethsaida to Caesarea Philippi, a city located at the source of the Jordan 
river on the southern slopes of Mount Hermon. It was the capital in the tetrarchy of Herod Philip who gave the city his 
own name to distinguish it from Caesarea on the Mediterranean coast. 
 
Jesus asks His disciples what the people were saying about him. Their response was the same as given in Mark 6:14-
16; John the Baptist, Elijah, or one of the prophets. All three responses of course are wrong indicating that Jesus’ identity 
and mission remained obscured from the majority of the people.   This wasn't a marketing problem to the Lord, nor did it 
indicate that he hadn’t been clear in his preaching.  It is a reminder that missunderstanding spiritual truth is common 
because people have reasons not to believe, for the truth is demanding and inconvenient for many.  It is easy to pretend 
you misunderstand, rather than face the truth and have to change your life. 
 
Then more directly and personally Jesus asks the disciples, “Who do you say I am?” The emphasis is on “you”; those he 
had chosen and trained. Peter as usual acts as spokesman. Mark’s recording of Peter’s confession is in the simplest and 
most direct form, “Thou art the Christ”, indicating that He is the expected Messiah.   They are still confused about what 
the nature of Mssiah is, but they now are all clear, he is the Messiah. 
 
Jesus sternly warns them not to tell anyone He is the Messiah. People had all sorts of false ideas about the concept of 
the Messiah. The promised Davidic Messiah was commonly thought to be a political figure destined to free the Jews from 
Roman domination. The “Messiah Ben Joseph” was seen as the humble suffering servant of the people…. 
 
Jesus knew He was God’s Anointed One, so he accepted Peter’s declaration as correct. However because of the 
disciple’s misunderstandings on the nature of the Fist Advent ministry He commanded that they keep silent until he could 
explain that it was necessary for him to suffer and die in obedience to God’s will. Mark 8:31. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
While it might be very easy for one to answer what others think about various things your relationship with God through 
the Lord and His Word must get personal. It is up to the individual to come to a personal knowledge of the Lord and 
personal application of the Bible into one’s life. 
 
There are certain doctrines, which we like because they are comforting, while others challenge us and we don't 
necessarily share the same warmth for those truths. Christianity is personal, because we are related to God through 
Christ. Our relationship with the Lord is always personal and He is demanding of us, and He shed his blood for us, and 
so he is entitled to make all demands He does make.   1 Peter 1:18-25.  
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While we can be private with other people, there is no privacy with the Lord, for our relationship is constant, as we are in 
vital union with Him. In Hebrews 4:15 it says that everything is open and naked with Him with whom we have to deal.  
 
We know from 1 John 4:2, “Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh is of God”, that to correctly identify Christ for who He is must come from God  
 
We are ambassadors and therefore Christ’s representatives on the earth. It is therefore essential that we grow in grace 
and the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ and are able to express these things to others. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
CHURCH 
 
HOLY SPIRIT - EFFECTIVE CALLING 
 
GOD:  PLAN OF GOD 
 
CHRIST – ROCK –CHRIST AS THE ROCK 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  ETERNAL SECURITY 
 
HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY TO JESUS CHRIST 
 
HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
CHRIST FORETELLS HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION 
 
MARK 8:31-9:1   [MATTHEW 16:21-28, LUKE 9:22-27]   see HARMONY 74-12 
 
31  And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and 
of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32  And he spake that saying 
openly. And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him. 33  But when he had turned about and looked on his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, 
but the things that be of men. 34  And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said 
unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 35  For 
whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the 
same shall save it. 36  For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 37  
Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 38  Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in 
the glory of his Father with the holy angels. 9:1  And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be 
some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with 
power. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
31  And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and 
of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 
 
This section shows that the disciples are still partially blind. Here we have the first clear announcement of His coming 
programme of death and resurrection. The confession of Peter marks the beginning point of His instructions to them 
concerning his coming death and resurrection. There is no doubt in the mind of the Lord as to the sequence of events 
which will occur in the future.  The Lord “came” to earth, the Creator stepped into space-time, and He had a Plan that 
was from eternity past to fulfil and he did all required for our salvation 100%. 
 
The basic outline he gives comprises four items: firstly He must go to Jerusalem, secondly He must suffer many things 
thirdly He must die, and fourthly He must be raised from the dead. For Him the path to glory would lead first to the Cross 
and the grave, and then to Resurrrection morning.  The early church preached the Resurrection and then the Cross.  The 
order was significant, for his victory gives full meaning to his sacrifice.  It will only be after the resurrection that the 
disciples fully understand the significance of everything he said and did before it. 
 
32  And he spake that saying openly. And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him. 33  But when he had turned 
about and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savourest not 
the things that be of God, but the things that be of men. 
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Now Peter who has shown partial sight when he mentioned that Jesus was the Messiah, now shows partial blindness 
because Peter now rebukes Jesus. Here he calls Jesus Lord and yet violates the very Lordship of Jesus by telling him 
that it cannot be. He rebuked our Lord, but before we criticize, lets reflect upon our own prayers at times, when we tell 
the Lord what to do(make helpful suggestions), rather than seek his direction for our path (that is His path for our life!). 
 
The Lord turns on his heel and looking at His disciples who were following Him He rebuked Peter saying, “Go away 
Satan”. Jesus was not accusing Peter of being Satan or being indwelt by Satan. He meant, ‘you are talking like Satan 
would’, ‘you have joined the satanic team by talking this way’. Satan always tries to discourage us from wholly obeying 
God, and Satan distracts us form the truth about God’s plan and purpose. Peter’s words were satanic in origin and 
content and this causes the Lord’s indignation. 
 
We note that Jesus first looked at his disciples then rebuked Peter, as if to say, “If I do not go to the cross how can these 
my disciples, be saved?” He then tells Peter that what he is saying follows the “things of men” (carnal thinking patterns 
that relate to the Old Sin Nature, not Holy Spirit), rather than the viewpoint of God, that comes when we take God’s Word 
seriously, and in this case, when Peter starts really listening to Jesus words.  
 
From the spiritual high point a short while ago Peter is back in ignorance and lacking understanding, but he takes the 
rebuke.  Peter is a slow learner but he does learn, through many failings and even betrayal, and he will launch the church 
with the first sermon.  This incident is very significant and each of the writers of the New Testament comment on the 
message of Jesus at this point.  Read the following passages and reflect upon them.  Romans 8:5-11, Philippians 3:17-
21, James 3:14-18, 1 Peter 4:1-5, 1 John 2:15-17. 
 
34  And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 35  For whosoever will save his life shall 
lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it. 
 
From this incident Jesus teaches three points about discipleship. Firstly disciples, in order to identify with His rejection, 
are to take up their own cross, which means to identify with the rejection of the Messiah. Failure to do so means that they 
will not be able to undertake the Christian walk. To do so is to receive the promise of abundant life.  John 10:10. 
 
Secondly, Jesus is saying if you desire to “come/follow after me” we must reject/deny every selfish impulse and 
deliberately choose a pathway that may involve reproach, suffering, and death.   Thirdly the would be disciple must set 
their heart and mind and body and “follow me” – focus on Jesus only, His Plan for your life, not your own. You may have 
to forsake personal comforts, social enjoyments, earthly ties, grand ambitions (your own for yourself and others for your 
life), material riches, and even life itself.   
 
Many seek to “save their lives” by taking what they think is a “safe” path through life, doing what others expect them to 
do,and yet they find death on that path.  The Lord’s call may take us into apparently dangerous paths, but if they are the 
Lord’s paths they are safe, and we will not die one second before we are due to in the Eternal Plan.  With Him we are 
safe now and forever, underneath the everlasting arms always uphold us.  Deuteronomy 33:27, 2 Timothy 1:8-12, 4:6-
8, 1 Peter 4:12-16. 
 
We must ensure that we do not have self as the centre of our plan but have the plan of God as a centre of our life. Only 
then will we be His true disciples. Romans 15:1-7, 1 Corinthians 8:13, 9:19, Philippians 3:7, 4:10-13, Hebrews 13:13-
15, 2 Peter 1:12-15, 1 John 3:16.  Note the apostle’s later building upon the principles that the Lord states here, as 
recorded in Mark’s Gospel.  Pause and reflect back on all the highlighted latr New Testament reference in this section, 
and worship the Lord, who has called us to an exciting path – His path for our lives! 
 
36  For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 37  Or what shall a 
man give in exchange for his soul? 
 
Even if the believer could gain all the world’s wealth during his lifetime what good would it to him/her? They would have 
missed the opportunity of using their life for the praise and glory of God, and to the salvation of the lost. Our lives are 
worth more spiritually than all the world has to offer. Shall we use them for Christ, and for eternal glory, or will we serve 
self?  All that this world has to offer we leave behind here when we die, but all we do in the filling of the Holy Spirit we 
take into heaven to enjoy forever as Crowns/Rewards.  1 Corinthians 3:10-15. 
 
For the unbeliever, the world considers a person with a huge amount of money and materials things to have been 
successful. They strut the stage of life, and they are fawned over by the media, but as Solomon says in Ecclesiastes it is 
all meaningless. Ecclesiastes 12:1, 7, 11-14, Job 2:4-9, 1:20-22, Even the richest man can take nothing with him when 
he dies. What a tragedy to be immensely rich but spend eternity in hell. Read again the Lord’s parable in Luke 16:19-31.  
These are very sobering times for people in the materialistic western world, and the Lord’s challenge remains true and 
remains the only thing for people to face as they look at our media’s satanic strategy of deception and distraction from 
eternal realities. 
 
38  Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of 
him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels. 
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Our Lord realizes that some of his young disciples might stumble in the path of discipleship by fear and shame. He 
reminded them of that those who seek to avoid reproach because of Him will suffer a greater shame when he returns to 
the earth in power. Galatians 6:14, 2 Timothy 1:8, 12, 2:12-13, Hebrews 12:1-3. 
 
Our Lord is coming back to earth, but this time not in humiliation but in great personal glory and with the holy angels. It 
will be a scene of amazing splendour at the Second Advent. We need to ensure that we are not ashamed of the sinless 
Saviour in a world that is characterised with unfaithfulness and sinfulness!  We are to stand as lighthouses of truth in 
darkening days; just as the disicples were challenged to begin the story, we are challenged to end the story of the 
Church Age with passionate commitment and preaching of the truth. 
 
CHAPTER 9 
 
1  And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them that stand here, which shall not 
taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power. 
 
The Lord ends this section by saying that some of the disciples would not die until they saw/perceived the Kingdom of 
God, glimpsing the full reality of eternity touching time with power. He was referring to Peter, James and John, who on 
the Mount of Transfiguration were shown a preview of the Kingdom of God coming in power.  These three saw the real 
glory of the Lord before the Cross, and then in their seeing him after the resurrection understood, the one they called 
Jesus of Nazareth, was Lord and King forever, and that their own destiny was way beyond their imagination. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
If a person is unstable in the Christian life, the periods when they are successful in living as they are meant to are limited. 
There needs to be a spiritual growth in the understanding and application of the Word of God into the individual life, so 
that greater stability is obtained through Holy Spirit filling, and a more constant and close walk with the Lord maintained. 
 
It is essential to have gone to the Cross and Empty Tomb, and accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour before one 
can start living the Christian way of life. The Cross must come before the Crown. Without the cross there is no salvation. 
 
Just as the Holy Spirit provided a resurrection body for the Lord Jesus Christ so we will all be provided with a 
resurrection body at the Rapture of the Church. 
 
We are not the equal of the Lord Jesus Christ, but we are in union with Him. We should not get familiar with the Lord. He 
has lifted us up to His standing and position, but HE is LORD. Too often Christians downgrade the true relationship and 
talk about what they are doing as far as God is concerned, rather than concentrating on what God has done for them. 
 
Anything the unbeliever can do is not the Christian way of life. The dynamics of the Christian life is only in the power of 
the Holy Spirit producing divine good, and not just human strength morality and good works.  
 
Being a true disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ means that we cannot justify living in luxury and ease.   We were not left 
here to sit in a deck chair and await our death!   We were left here to walk with Jesus, draw closer to Jesus, worship 
Jesus, and work for Jesus as HE directs us!  
 
How can we justify the materialism, selfishness and coldness of our carnal attitudes?  We cannot justify carnality in any 
shape or form!  His words cause us to live spiritually in lives of dedication to Jesus and serving others.   
 
DOCTRINES 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:   BELIEVERS CAN BE STUMBLING BLOCKS 
 
PRIESTS 
 
ANGELS:  SATAN – ADVERSARY   ANGELS:  SATAN'S WORK 
 
ANGELS:  SATANIC ATTACK ON BELIEVERS CHRIST: FIRST AND SECOND ADVENTS 
 
GOOD WORKS – ORIGINALLY TITLED WORKS ANGELS 
 
CHRIST – WORK ON THE CROSS 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REWARDS AND CROWNS 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST 
 
KINGDOM:  MILLENNIAL KINGDOM 
 


