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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST? 
 
Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were 
accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a 
university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of 
Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the 
subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf 
agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf 
personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour. 
 
Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States jurists saying in part “I personally have 
investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also 
discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence 
it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal 
Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord” 
 
HOW CAN I BE SAVED? 
 
Salvation is available for all members of the human race. 
Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of 
God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with 
the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can 
he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than 
the working out of God's plan to save sinners. 
 
However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor 
wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's 
redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned 
away. 
 
How do I become a Christian? 
There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 
6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24). 
 
Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I 
need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16). 
 
Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He 
died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; 
Acts 16:31; 4:12). 
 
The results of Salvation 
The results of this are unbelievably wonderful: 
My sins are taken away (John 1:29), 
I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12), 
I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17), 
The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19), 
And I will never perish (John 10:28-30). 
 
This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite 
and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple 
instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31). 
 
© Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia 2020 
 
Many other Christian resources are available freely from our internet web site: www.ebcwa.org.au and 
www.http//ebcwa.free.org.nz  for weekly messages. 
 
For further information contact Dr Peter Moses at pjmoses@bigpond.com.au  or email Brian Huggett 
brianhuggett@bigpond.com.au 
 
We encourage you to freely copy and distribute these materials to your Pastor and friends. You only, need written 
permission from EBCWA if you intend using the materials in publications for resale. We encourage wide distribution 
freely! 
 
NOTE:  In this volume the text of the Gospel of Mark is reviewed verse by verse but parallel texts are noted 
at the start of each section and the application and doctrines relate to the whole story by using material from 
the other gospels. For composite evaluation please see Harmony of the Gospels volumes. 
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THE TRANSFIGURATION 
 
MARK 9:1-13   [MATTHEW 17:1-13, LUKE 9:28-36]   see HARMONY 74-12 
 
9:1  And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them that stand here, which shall not 
taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power. 2  And after six days Jesus taketh with 
him Peter, and James, and John, and leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by themselves: and he was 
transfigured before them. 3  And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on earth 
can white them. 4  And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they were talking with Jesus. 5  And 
Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one 
for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 6  For he wist not what to say; for they were sore afraid. 7  And 
there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: 
hear him. 8  And suddenly, when they had looked round about, they saw no man any more, save Jesus only with 
themselves. 9  And as they came down from the mountain, he charged them that they should tell no man what 
things they had seen, till the Son of man were risen from the dead. 10  And they kept that saying with 
themselves, questioning one with another what the rising from the dead should mean. 11  And they asked him, 
saying, Why say the scribes that Elias must first come? 12  And he answered and told them, Elias verily cometh 
first, and restoreth all things; and how it is written of the Son of man, that he must suffer many things, and be 
set at nought. 13  But I say unto you, That Elias is indeed come, and they have done unto him whatsoever they 
listed, as it is written of him. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
1  And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them that stand here, which shall not 
taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power. 
 
The Lord ends this section by saying that some of the disciples would not die until they saw the Kingdom of God 
appearing with the power and glory truly associated with the coming Kingdom. He was referring to Peter, James and 
John, who on the Mount of Transfiguration were shown a preview of the Kingdom of God coming in power.  These three 
men would see who Jesus really was as Lord and King in resurrected glory and power.  John would later see this even 
more powerfully in his vision on the Island of Patmos.  Acts 1:6-7, Revelation 1:8-9, 12-18. 
 
2  And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and John, and leadeth them up into an high 
mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them. 3  And his raiment became shining, 
exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can white them. 
 
Jesus had given the disciples a promise that some of those who were present when Peter rebuked the Lord would not 
die before they had seen the Lord coming in his glory. To fulfill the promise, some six days later, Jesus took three of the 
disciples, Peter James and John into a mountain, the Mount of Transfiguration. 
 
God had revealed his glory to Moses on Mount Sinai, so that Moses had come down from the mountain reflecting God’s 
glory, so that others could not look upon Moses face. Exodus 33:11, 34:29-35. In this passage the glory of Jesus, who is 
greater than Moses and Elijah is revealed on the mountain, and they are both there to honour Him and his work. 
 
Jewish literature often describes angels and other heavenly beings as being clothed in translucent white; almost as if 
they are clothed in light itself – and that may be the truth. As in most cultures the laundry in the Lord’s day was normally 
a housewife’s task, but this text refers to professional launderers giving the highest possible quality. This shows how 
magnificent the Lord’s appearance was, and it is a challenge to us all, to “clean up our lives” to be appropriately 
presented.   Isaiah 1:16-20, 40:31, Jude 24-25. 
 
Jesus was transfigured, with eye dazzling splendour radiating from his person.  Psalm 104:1-2, Malachi 3:2-3. During 
his first advent the glories of the person of Christ were mainly hidden. He came in humiliation, but He will return in glory. 
Whilst people did not recognize Him as the Messiah at the first advent, because He was not greatly distinguishable from 
other men in Israel at that time, there will be no mistake when He comes back at the Second Advent because He will be 
visibly the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  Daniel 12:9, Acts 1:6-9, 1 Corinthians 11:26. 
 
4  And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they were talking with Jesus. 5  And Peter answered and 
said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for 
Moses, and one for Elias. 6  For he wist not what to say; for they were sore afraid. 
 
Elijah reportedly never died, and Moses was buried by God himself. These two figures were both expected by the people 
of Israel to return in some sense for the time of the end. The suggestion of erecting shelters on the mountain may relate 
to Israel’s Tabernacle in the wilderness, recognizing God’s presence among the Israelites in Moses’ day. It was also the 
custom of the Jews during the Feast of Tabernacles (or Booths) to construct shelters on the roof or in a desert place as a 
representation of Israel living with the Lord in the Exodus, with expectation of deliverance.  Nehemiah 8:14-18. 
 
Elijah and Moses were two of the most important people in the Old Testament and could represent the prophets and the 
Law, or saints who have died and those who have not seen death.  Peter assessed the situation and as always tried to 
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do something, when just worship was all that was required. It is noted in verse six that he really didn’t know what to say 
and the disciples were very fearful because of the unusual circumstance they found themselves in.  
 
7  And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my 
beloved Son: hear him. 8  And suddenly, when they had looked round about, they saw no man any more, save 
Jesus only with themselves. 
 
The cloud that overshadowed them may well have been the Shekinah Glory, which stayed in the Holy of Holies in the 
Tabernacle and Temple in Old Testament times. It was the visible expression of God’s personal presence. This concept 
is reinforced by the voice that came from the cloud, the voice of God the Father, acknowledging Jesus Christ as his 
Beloved Son and commanding the disciples to hear Him. For once Peter was speechless! 
 
One may compare Elijah and Moses’ vanishing, with a Jewish belief accepted especially by the latter rabbis that Elijah 
could come and go at will like an angel.  The rabbinic view is false of course, for both these great believers are in heaven 
and are under God’s orders and do nothing that isn’t directed, and their next appearance together is in the Great 
Tribulation Period.  Revelation 11:3-13. 
 
When the cloud was lifted the disciples saw no one except Jesus. This is a picture of the unique position that the Lord 
Jesus Christ holds when the kingdom comes in power. We should always hold the Lord Jesus Christ as pre-eminent in 
our lives and remember who He truly is and what He will be doing in the future. 
 
9  And as they came down from the mountain, he charged them that they should tell no man what things they 
had seen, till the Son of man were risen from the dead. 10  And they kept that saying with themselves, 
questioning one with another what the rising from the dead should mean. 
 
The instruction of our Lord was that they should say nothing about this until the Lord Jesus Christ had been raised from 
the dead puzzled them. They simply still did not grasp that he was to be killed and to rise again. They wondered about 
the expression “rising from the dead”.  Although the Lord had brought back a young boy and girl from the dead, and 
would raise Lazarus, the concept of “resurrection” was too far beyond their frame of reference at this point. 
 
As Jews they knew the truth that all would be raised, but here Jesus was speaking of a selective resurrection – His own. 
Jesus would be raised from among the dead ones, but that not all would be raised when he arose. In fact His 
resurrection was and remains to our own day unique; He is the firstfruits of “them that sleep”.  
 
Given their cultural presuppositions it was difficult for the disciples to understand the full significance of what has just 
happened, and what the Lord has just said, as they assumed that all the righteous dead would be resurrected at the 
same time at the end of the age.  They were right of course, that there are “orders” of resurrection, but this was all too 
much into the future for them at this point, and Jesus words would make sense for them much later.  Daniel 12:1-10. 
 
11  And they asked him, saying, Why say the scribes that Elias must first come? 12  And he answered and told 
them, Elias verily cometh first, and restoreth all things; and how it is written of the Son of man, that he must 
suffer many things, and be set at nought. 13  But I say unto you, That Elias is indeed come, and they have done 
unto him whatsoever they listed, as it is written of him. 
 
The Jewish people expected Elijah to come at the time of the end, before the coming of Messiah to rule, in accordance 
with Malachi 3:1, and 4:5-6, to prepare the Lord’s way, though they held to different views on his exact function. Elijah 
would come to restore all things, that is to reconcile families. Most Jewish people were expecting the real Elijah whom 
the disciples saw speaking with Jesus. However the application of Elijah being related to John the Baptist was quite 
thought provoking, and they hadn’t seen it before the Lord points it out. 
 
The disciples asked Jesus whether Elijah would come first. Jesus said it is true the Elijah must come first, and he would 
come before the Second Advent also, but he had come first, but as John the Baptist. But more important than that is the 
fact that the Old Testament scriptures predicted that the son of man was to endure great suffering and be treated with 
contempt.  This was a fact that the people of Jesus day had not understood at all. 
 
As far as Elijah is concerned, Elijah did come in the person and ministry John the Baptist to announce the First Advent. 
However people mistreated him. The death of John the Baptist was an advance sign of what the world would do to the 
Lord himself. They rejected and killed the herald of the king, and they will do exactly the same to the King Himself, and 
they would then do the same to many of his followers.   John 15:18ff. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
Peter has forgotten one thing, pleasant circumstances do not make happiness for the believer. The believer who is 
orientated to the Plan of God for their lives can enjoy the Christian life both in pleasant as well as adverse circumstances.  
 
We all enjoy pleasant circumstances and a lovely environment but relying on your circumstances for happiness means 
instability, as life is made up of sunshine and shadow, good and bad times. 
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We must ensure that we do not try and superimpose our own will on the Plan of God, but always be open to the leading 
of the Holy Spirit, so that we are compatible and in tune with the will of God for us. 
 
We must ensure that we never delude ourselves by false attempts to bribe God, or coerce His free will by things that we 
do; our motivation must be honest and straightforward obedience. 
 
It is of great importance that we get the timing of events correct in sequence as outlined in the Scriptures and not take 
texts out of context as we will not be able to rightly divide the truth as we are instructed to do. 
 
PROPHECY 
 
[1] JOHN THE BAPTIST 
 
In a number of places in the Old Testament God stated that the Messiah would be rejected by the world as a whole 
during his first advent.  This fact is attested to by references in the New Testament showing that the Lord Jesus Christ as 
Messiah was rejected in many areas. 
 
This rejection is demonstrated in the person and ministry of John the Baptist. 
 
PROPHECY 
 
Malachi 4:5,6 (400 BC): Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the LORD: 6  And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the 
children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth 
with a curse. 
 
1 . In this passage the return of Elijah the prophet is promised by God prior to the arrival of the Lord Jesus Christ as 
judge and then ruler. 
 
2. When John the Baptist was ministering in the desert, the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him who 
he was.  In John 1:19-21 he denied he was Elijah: "And this is the record of John, when the Jews 
sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? 20  And he confessed, 
and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. 21  And they asked him, What then? 
Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? And he answered, No". 
 
3. That John the Baptist was seen as Elijah but was rejected is seen in Matthew 17 10-13. "And his disciples 
asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that Elias must first come? 11  And Jesus 
answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things. 12  
But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto 
him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them. 13  Then 
the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist". 
 
4. Elijah will be one of the two witnesses prior to the Great Tribulation, the second half of the Tribulation period, who is 
slain and resuscitated in Revelation 11:3-12.  It is therefore shown that not only was Jesus Christ rejected during the 
first advent but so was the first Elijah, John the Baptist. 
 
 
[2] - SON OF GOD 
 
PROPHECY 
 
 Psalm 2:7 (1000 BC): I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; 
this day have I begotten thee. 
 
FULFILLMENT 
 
Acts 13:33 (45 AD): God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath 
raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee. 
 
FULFILLMENT 
 
 Hebrews 1:5 (64 AD): For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a 
Son? 
 
FULFILLMENT 
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Hebrews 5:5 (64 AD): So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he 
that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee. 
 
FULFILLMENT 
 
 Mark 9:7 (32 AD): And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the 
cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him. 
 
1. Whilst  Jesus  became  true  humanity  he   nevertheless remained truly God. He is the God/man. 
2. He is therefore unique. He is the Son of  God  and  true humanity in one person forever 
3. Jesus Christ is shown as a member of the Trinity (Matthew 28:19). 
4. The work of Jesus Christ before his birth necessitates his preexistence and deity (Colossians 1:16) 
5. Jesus Christ is called Jehovah (Zechariah 12:1). 
6. All divine characteristics are ascribed to Christ: 
(a) Sovereignty (Revelation 1:5) 
(b) Righteousness (Luke 1:35). 
(c) Justice (John 5:22). 
(d) Love (John 13:1). 
(e) Eternal life (Colossians 1:16,17). 
(f] All knowing (1 Corinthians 4:5) 
(g) All powerful (1 Corinthians 15:28) 
(h) Everywhere (Matthew 28:20). 
(i) Unchangeable (Hebrews 13:8). 
[j) Truth (John 14:6). 
 
 
[3]   ELIJAH WILL COME 
 
PROPHECY 
 
 Malachi 4:5,6 (425 BC): Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the LORD: 6  And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the 
children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth 
with a curse. 
 
1. The Old Testament closes with these verses from Malachi, looking forward to the day of the second advent of Jesus 
Christ specifically.  A herald, Elijah, will come to prepare the way of the king.  Like many prophecies the prediction of 
Elijah's return has a dual fulfilment in both cases the person acting as the herald of Jesus Christ 
 
2. Malachi, in common with other Old Testament prophets, saw both advents of the Messiah blended into one horizon.  
He did not seethe separating interval described in Matthew 13:16,17.  In addition, because of the lack of knowledge of 
the Church Age, this extended period was not seen in his prophecy (Ephesians 3:5; Colossians 1:26). 
 
FULFILLMENT 
 
 Matthew 17:12,13 (32 AD):  But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him 
not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man 
suffer of them. 13  Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the 
Baptist. 
 
1. The initial fulfilment of this prophecy was in the person of John the Baptist, who was the herald of the Lord Jesus 
Christ at his first advent. 
2. Recognising John as a man of God, the priests and Levites questioned him closely as to whether he was Elijah or not 
(Johnl:15-28) John states he is not Elijah (John 1:21), but is a type of Elijah and would have been Elijah if Jesus Christ 
had been accepted at the first advent. 
3. Both John and Elijah had similar ministries, with John exhorting the Jews to repentance (Matthew 3:1-12) and Elijah 
encouraging the conversion of the unbeliever in the Tribulation (Revelation 11:3). 
 
 FULFILLMENT 
 
Revelation 11:3-6 (Tribulation): And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall 
prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 4  These are 
the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. 5  
And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their 
enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. 6  These have 
power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over 
waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they 
will. 
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1.  Elijah here appears with Moses, as witnesses to warn the population of the world of the coming judgment of God. 
 
2. Both heralds, John and Elijah, complete their ministry with martyrdom. 
 
3. Because Elijah dies again in Revelation 11:9 it shows that he has as yet not received his resurrection body, which is 
imperishable.  He will receive it at the second advent of Christ at the completion of the age of the Jews. 
 
4. Elijah appears at the second advent of Christ with Moses, as shown at the Mount of Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-
13). 
 
 
[4]  PREVIEW OF THE SECOND ADVENT 
 
PROPHECY AND FULFILLMENT 
 
Mark 9:1-7 (32AD): And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some  of them 
that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God 
come with power. 2  And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and John, 
and leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured 
before them. 3  And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller 
on earth can white them. 4  And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they were 
talking with Jesus. 5  And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to 
be  here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for 
Elias. 6  For he wist not what to say; for they were sore afraid. 7  And there was a 
cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my 
beloved Son: hear him. 
 
1. In the case of the second advent, we not only have prophecy but also a practical demonstration of Christ's return at 
the Mount of Transfiguration. 
 
2. On the Mount the Lord is seen in His resurrection body (verse 3). 
 
3. Moses in his resurrection body represents all the saints who have died. 
 
4. Elijah in his resurrection body represents all the saints who have been translated (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). 
 
5. Elijah and Moses are the two heralds of the second advent, just as John the Baptist was the herald of the first advent 
 
6. Peter, James and John in their natural bodies depict the regenerate of Israel entering the millennial kingdom to 
repopulate the earth. 
 
7. The multitude at the base of the mountain represent Gentile believers who also enter the millennial kingdom (Isaiah 
11:10). 
 
8. Here, therefore, we have the complete representation of the second advent with those in their physical bodies who, as 
believers, survive the tribulation: entering the millennium to repopulate the earth. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
HERALDS 
 
HAPPINESS:  HAPPINESS AND EXPERIMENTS IN ECCLESIASTES 
 
CHRIST:  PROPHET, PRIEST AND KING 
 
PRAYER 
 
GOD:  DIVINE GUIDANCE:  THE WILL OF GOD 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OBEDIENCE 
 
GOD - SHEKINAH GLORY 
 
CLOUDS 
 
CHRIST:  TRANSFIGURATION – SIGNIFICANCE 
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HEALING OF THE DEMONIAC BOY 
 
MARK 9:14-29   [MATTHEW 17:14-21, LUKE 9:37-43A]   see HARMONY 12 
 
14  And when he came to his disciples, he saw a great multitude about them, and the scribes questioning with 
them. 15  And straightway all the people, when they beheld him, were greatly amazed, and running to him 
saluted him. 16  And he asked the scribes, What question ye with them? 17  And one of the multitude answered 
and said, Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit; 18  And wheresoever he taketh 
him, he teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples 
that they should cast him out; and they could not. 19  He answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how 
long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him unto me. 20  And they brought him unto him: 
and when he saw him, straightway the spirit tare him; and he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming. 21  And 
he asked his father, How long is it ago since this came unto him? And he said, Of a child. 22  And ofttimes it 
hath cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do any thing, have compassion 
on us, and help us. 23  Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. 24  
And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief. 25  
When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb 
and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him. 26  And the spirit cried, and rent him 
sore, and came out of him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that many said, He is dead. 27  But Jesus took 
him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose. 28  And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked 
him privately, Why could not we cast him out? 29  And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, 
but by prayer and fasting. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
14  And when he came to his disciples, he saw a great multitude about them, and the scribes questioning with 
them. 15  And straightway all the people, when they beheld him, were greatly amazed, and running to him 
saluted him. 16  And he asked the scribes, What question ye with them? 17  And one of the multitude answered 
and said, Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit; 18  And wheresoever he taketh 
him, he teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples 
that they should cast him out; and they could not. 
 
When Jesus and the three disciples Peter James and John reached the base of the mountain an intense discussion was 
going on among some Scribes, the crowd, and the other disciples. As soon as the Lord appeared the conversation broke 
up, with the crowd rushing to him and greeting him with questions. He asked them what was the problem? 
 
The problem here is, that the disciples had been asked to cast out a demon, and although we have seen previously that 
they had the power to cast out demons, there is something about this demon that they could not do anything about. 
 
The demon is not just causing epilepsy, but is also a demon that stopped the man speaking. This is the kind of demon 
that the Pharisees believed only the Messiah would be of the cast out, so it was crucial that the Lord does this as 
evidence that he is indeed the true Messiah. The scribes say to the disciples, “if you are the disciples of the Messiah you 
should be able to cast out a dumb demon to prove you are disciples of the Messiah. Having tried they failed and a lot of 
interest was generated because of the failure. This is the situation Jesus finds when he returns from the Mount of 
Transfiguration. 
 
The father of the demon possessed boy appears out of the crowd and tells Jesus that he had brought his son to the 
disciples so that he can be cured. He mentions that not only does the demon inflict fits with foaming at the mouth and 
grinding of the teeth, but the demon has rendered his son mute; he is unable to speak. These violent convulsions also 
have a side effect as they are causing the child to waste away. 
 
19  He answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer 
you? bring him unto me. 
 
This statement is not dealing specifically with the disciples as such but more with the Scribes and Pharisees who have 
committed the unforgivable sin by rejecting the work of the Lord Jesus Christ and categorising his work as an act of 
Satan. The Scribes and Pharisees only attitude towards Jesus or the disciples is one of aggressive criticism rather than 
really trying to find out the truth.  They are here directly asking him to do a messianic sign and he will do so, but he 
knows in advance that they still will reject the evidence. 
 
20  And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, straightway the spirit tare him; and he fell on the 
ground, and wallowed foaming. 21  And he asked his father, How long is it ago since this came unto him? And 
he said, Of a child. 22  And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou 
canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and help us. 23  Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all 
things are possible to him that believeth. 24  And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with 
tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief. 25  When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he 
rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no 
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more into him. 26  And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him: and he was as one dead; 
insomuch that many said, He is dead. 27  But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose. 
 
They brought the young man to him, and immediately the demon caused the boy to convulse.  Jesus asks the father how 
long this problem has existed, to which the Father answers, that it is from infancy, which is unusual, as personal volition 
is required before any young person is demon possessed.  Children are under the special care of the Lord and demon 
possession is only allowed to occur when the young person wants it. Matthew 19:14. Something has been going on in 
this household that is evil and has opened the door to greater evil!  
 
The effect of the demon on this unfortunate young man is very dramatic, with the demon not only causing physical 
problems but also attempting to throw the victim into fire or water. Even during the Lord’s exorcism the demon continues 
to buffet the victim. The father of the son now pleads with Jesus to sort out the problem quickly before the boy is killed by 
the demon. 
 
We note that Jesus is now doing miracles in response to personal needs but is also on the basis of faith and in this case 
there has been no faith expressed, in fact what has been demonstrated is an expression of doubt by the man saying if 
you can rather than if you will.  Jesus performs the miracle deliverance quickly before the crowd has time to gather since 
the miracles are not for the masses, this one is for the Scribes to receive evidence and the father and son to learn 
something – we don't know what it is, but they have opened a door to experiences in their home that they must not ever 
open again. 
 
When Jesus ordered the unclean spirit to leave the child, there was another terrible spasm, then the boy’s little body 
relaxed as if dead. The Saviour raised him up and restored him to his father.  A veil is drawn over the other factors in this 
event, and we have no right to know! 
 
28  And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked him privately, Why could not we cast him out? 29  
And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting. 
 
The disciples ask Jesus privately why they failed; why they were unable to cast the demon out. Jesus confirms by his 
action that this dumb demon was a unique case and only the Messiah can cast out this dumb demon. In addition he says 
that there must be much prayer in the successful removal of this particular demon.  Lets not pretend we know more than 
we do in these spiritual matters, and walk only by he light of the Word and under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
Down at the bottom of the mountain we find a world of confusion, compromise, and impotence.  Jesus Christ is at the 
summit of the mountain, which is the equivalent of being absent from the world and to the right hand of the Father. The 
people at the base of the mountain, which in this case are the nine disciples, who are incapable of solving the problem 
before them until his return to them.   
 
Sometimes in our Christian service we have a sense of defeat and frustration, and there are some things that will only be 
solved by the Lord’s Second Advent.  We may have laboured tirelessly and conscientiously, and yet there has been no 
evidence of the Spirit of God working in power. If that is the case we need to confirm that we are in fellowship with the 
Lord and hearing the Holy Spirit’s personal direction. 
 
In a similar way to Jesus only being able to be the one to assist the demon possessed boy, only Jesus can help the this 
world with returning it to a restored condition for his Millennial Kingdom. We need to take our problems direct to the Lord. 
 
We need to recognise that no true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ can be demon possessed, because greater is He 
that it in you than he that is in the world.   This was a very unusual case and the boy and his father have a serious story, 
but we are not told it!   Sitting humbly with what we don't know is as important as acting upon what we do know. 
 
When people see the true works of God in their lives or the lives of others they can be in a state of complete amazement 
as the source of these things is from above.  No evidence of supernatural power will convince those who do not want to 
change their lives. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
ANGELS:  DEMONS 
 
ANGELS:  SATAN'S DESTINY 
 
RELIGION 
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CHRIST AGAIN FORETELLS THE CRUCIFIXION 
 
MARK 9:30-32   [MATTHEW 17:22-23, LUKE 9:43B-45]   see HARMONY 74-12 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
30  And they departed thence, and passed through Galilee; and he would not that any man should know it. 31  
For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, The Son of man is delivered into the hands of men, and they 
shall kill him; and after that he is killed, he shall rise the third day. 32  But they understood not that saying, and 
were afraid to ask him. 
 
Jesus and his disciples departed from Caesarea Philippi and were passing through southeast and northeast Galilee 
heading towards Capernaum. This was the first leg of their final journey southward to Jerusalem. Jesus wanted to keep 
their presence from becoming too well known because his public ministry in Galilee had ended and now he wished to 
prepare his disciples for the events of the near future. 
 
The suffering of the Messiah was not part of the expectation for the Messiah that people wanted to receive in our Lord’s 
day. To understand Jesus’ message and his role and function in his first advent the people needed to have a major shift 
in their values, expectations and understanding of the scriptures about Messiah. 
 
His coming death was a constant theme of his teaching on this journey. The word “betrayed” is Paradidomai and it 
means to be delivered up or handed over. It is used both of Judas in his betrayal of Jesus, and also of God’s delivering 
up Jesus to death for the redemption of sinners. The fact that the verb is in the passive voice suggests that it is the latter 
concept that is in focus here rather than in the case to Judas, where the active voice of the verb would more likely be 
used.  The Father is “offering up” the Son as the acceptable sacrifice for sin, once and for all. 
 
Disciples always tried to be respectful towards their rabbis. They would regard their fellow disciples as their peer group 
and thus might not include the rabbi in a discussion that was only amongst themselves. In addition it was fresh in their 
minds that the Lord had rebuked Peter in a very strong manner so soon after praising him for correctly identifying Him as 
the Messiah. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
If you want to be unhappy in your Christian life you look at events and problems in from a human point of view. 
Happiness in the face of problems is exclusive to Biblical Christianity and the filling of the Holy Spirit. In adverse 
conditions we can still have inner happiness or joy.  
 
Often we tend to look at the Christian way of life from a human point of view. Our understanding may be coloured by 
religious traditions, our culture, or even our experiences rather than the Word of God. God says that His ways are far 
above our ways and His thoughts above our thoughts, Isaiah 55:7-9, so it is of critical importance that we read the 
Scriptures and apply the Scriptures to our daily Christian walk. 
 
We notice here how patiently the Lord deals with His disciples who seem to have difficulty in grasping many of the facts 
and doctrines which the Lord presents to them. We can gain comfort from the fact that the disciples, hearing the Word of 
God straight from Jesus did not understand it first time around. 
 
By a knowledge of prophecy from the Old Testament it should have been clear to the disciples that the Messiah would 
suffer, but their theological teachers had confused the message over the previous 200 years. We need to know what the 
Word of God says so we are not caught out by the propaganda or traditions of the world, or even our favourite preacher. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
BLOOD SACRIFICE 
 
CHRIST:  ISAIAH CHAPTER 53:  SUFFERING OF JESUS CHRIST 
 
CHRIST: PROPHECIES ABOUT THE CRUCIFIXION 
 
CHRIST:  SACRIFICE OF CHRIST  
 
RESURRECTION 
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THE GREATEST IN THE KINGDOM 
 
MARK 9:33-50   [MATTHEW 18:1-9, LUKE 9:46-50]   see HARMONY 12 
 
33  And he came to Capernaum: and being in the house he asked them, What was it that ye disputed among 
yourselves by the way? 34  But they held their peace: for by the way they had disputed among themselves, who 
should be the greatest. 35  And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to be 
first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all. 36  And he took a child, and set him in the midst of them: 
and when he had taken him in his arms, he said unto them, 37  Whosoever shall receive one of such children in 
my name, receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive me, receiveth not me, but him that sent me. 38  And John 
answered him, saying, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name, and he followeth not us: and we 
forbad him, because he followeth not us. 39  But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man which shall do 
a miracle in my name, that can lightly speak evil of me. 40  For he that is not against us is on our part. 41  For 
whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, 
he shall not lose his reward. 42  And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, it is 
better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea. 43  And if thy hand 
offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the 
fire that never shall be quenched: 44  Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 45  And if thy 
foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be cast into hell, into 
the fire that never shall be quenched: 46  Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 47  And if 
thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having 
two eyes to be cast into hell fire: 48  Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 49  For every one 
shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt. 50  Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his 
saltness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in yourselves, and have peace one with another. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
33  And he came to Capernaum: and being in the house he asked them, What was it that ye disputed among 
yourselves by the way? 34  But they held their peace: for by the way they had disputed among themselves, who 
should be the greatest. 
 
Jesus and His disciples come to Capernaum for the last time, after an absence of several months. When they were in the 
house, Jesus asked them what they were arguing about on the road. The disciples were ashamed to admit that they had 
been arguing about who was to be the greatest among them in the coming kingdom they still expected him to establish in 
Jerusalem in the coming weeks. Perhaps the privileges given to Peter, James and John had fuelled their arguments. 
 
In many circles in the ancient world rank was assigned by noble birth, by age, great achievement, or by education, thus 
for example the Qumran sect annually re-evaluated each member’s rank which determine their seating and speaking 
order.  By whatever means that was determined, rank was a critical issue in the ancient world, and within Jewish circles it 
was of paramount importance for those who had arrogant tendencies, and were ruled by power or approbation lust.  
 
Many poorer Jewish people hoped for a new status in the world to come, based not on noble birth, but on their 
faithfulness to keeping all the Laws relating to God’s Mosaic Covenant with Israel. Because of the humble birth status of 
the disciples, the world to come was the area in which they were particularly interested, but they hoped that the “world to 
come” might be coming to pass within a few weeks, with Jesus taking his rightful throne in Jerusalem. 
 
35  And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to be first, the same shall be 
last of all, and servant of all. 
 
Analysis of this verse shows that, having sat down [Aorist Active Participle], he calls out to his disciples once [Aorist 
Active Indicative], and keeps on saying [Present Active Indicative], that those who constantly seek after a position 
[Present Active Indicative], in order to be first and to have the prime position [Present Active Infinitive], the same will in 
the future, to their detriment, keep on being [Future Middle Indicative] last of all, and if they want to be really “first” in 
value and assessment by him they should be the deacon or servant of all.  This passage introduces the concept that we 
know as “servant leadership”.  Matthew 6:32, 16:24-26, 20:18-28, John 13:1-17, Ephesians 5:18-21. 
 
36  And he took a child, and set him in the midst of them: and when he had taken him in his arms, he said unto 
them, 37  Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my name, receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive 
me, receiveth not me, but him that sent me. 
 
Much more than today, in antiquity, children were especially powerless in society and dependent on parents. Therefore 
to illustrate servanthood Jesus sets a little child from the home among the disciples. To be a servant of all included giving 
attention to a small child who was the least significant person in Jewish as well as Roman society. Such societies 
including particularly the Greek society idealised the mature fit and attractive young adult, despising children and older 
age also. 
 
Jesus took the child in his arms. To serve or show kindness to one of these little children who represented the least 
important disciple, is the equivalent to welcoming Jesus himself. But to do this was not only to welcome Jesus but also 



EVANGELICAL BIBLE COLLEGE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

MARK VOLUME 3 12

the Heavenly Father who sent him to earth. This gives great importance to the act of serving others; reminding us that 
the policy of God the Father is that all acknowledge the truth – and that means respect and serve each other. 
 
38  And John answered him, saying, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name, and he followeth not us: 
and we forbad him, because he followeth not us. 39  But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man which 
shall do a miracle in my name, that can lightly speak evil of me. 40  For he that is not against us is on our part. 
 
John now addresses Jesus as “Master/Rabbi/Teacher” to report an attempt by the disciples to stop an anonymous 
exorcist from driving out demons in Jesus’ name. They did this because he was not one of them, he was a fringe disciple 
but not one of the twelve specifically commissioned by Jesus to do the work.  It was not the man’s misuse of Jesus name 
that troubled them but rather his unauthorised use of the name and his doing work that only “special” disciples could do – 
namely themselves. 
 
Here the disciples, who previously could not cast as a demon by using Jesus’ name, criticise one of the “little ones”, an 
unauthorised disciple, who did act successfully in his name by casting out demons. Having the faith to do a miracle in the 
name indicates that this man was not just a typical exorcist trying to use a more powerful name to accomplished miracles 
as they often did. Acts 19:13 – 16. 
 
Jesus taught them to stop hindering the exorcist, because no one performs an almighty deed in His name and then 
immediately turns around and publicly speaks evil of Him. Jesus acceptance of the unknown exorcist was reinforced by 
the quotation of a proverb. The commonly known proverbial saying, “He who is not against you is for you”, which the 
Lord quoted, is recorded in other ancient world sources including Cicero the first century BC Roman author. 
 
41  For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye belong to Christ, verily I say 
unto you, he shall not lose his reward. 
 
With this solemn statement Jesus broadened His words to include all activities besides casting out of demons. Even one 
who performs a small act of hospitality in Jesus’ name, such as giving a cup of water to someone because he belongs to 
Christ, will certainly not lose his reward. He will ultimately be rewarded by participation in God’s kingdom not on the basis 
of merit but because of God’s gracious promises to people of faith. 
 
Here Jesus perhaps refers to those who are so poor that they have only water to give when one of the disciples comes to 
them. This action reflects the hospitality that one would normally show to teachers and will be the subject of rewards.  
Once again the Lord’s point is that all giving is judged, not on the amount given, but on what is actually received and held 
by the person.  The “Widow’s Mite”, Mark 12:42, still to come, will illustrate this principle, as does the, “Parable of the 
Talents”.  Matthew 25:15-28.  We are all asked to walk a different path through this life and we are judged in the end on 
the basis of our path, not another’s. 
 
42  And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone 
were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea. 
 
Jesus now turns to the situation of an offence against believers. He shows that it is a very bad attitude to be negative 
towards another believer. Millstones were extremely heavy, one would certainly drown with a millstone tied around one’s 
neck. Further the millstone referred to is the term for the heavier kind of millstone turned by a donkey, rather than a light 
one a woman would use. Punishment by drowning someone this way was no doubt familiar to Jesus’ disciples as 
Josephus tells us in his Antiquities of the Jews of a time when the Galileans revolted against Herod and killed a number 
of Herod’s men by drowning. 
 
Jewish people regarded this punishment as the awful type of punishment the pagans might execute. Death without burial 
including death at sea was regarded as the worst kind of death. Pagans even believed that the spirit of the deceased 
hovered eternally over the waters where the person had died.  Given this general feeling about drowning we can see that 
the Lord is underlining the serious nature of sinning against a child or another believer. 
 
43  And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to 
go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 44  Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched. 45  And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet 
to be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 46  Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched. 47  And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with 
one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire: 48  Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched. 
 
These strong words warned the disciples about the danger of letting themselves be led astray through carelessness 
towards the truth, or not checking out teachers properly.  Matthew 7:13-23.  Thus whatever tends to cause the disciple 
to cling to this world’s life must be removed, much as a surgeon removes a cancer or gangrenous limb. This world’s life 
could include earthly possessions. An unbeliever retains his allegiance to this world and refuses eternal life with God on 
His terms and so will be thrown into hell.  
 
The word Gehenna is a transliteration from the Hebrew word referring to the Valley of Hinnom, a place south of 
Jerusalem where children were once sacrificed to the pagan god Molech. Later during the reforms of King Josiah the site 
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became Jerusalem’s rubbish dump where fires burned continually fuelled by regular deposits of worm infested garbage.  
It became over time the most commonly recognized word picture of hell, where torment could be visualized. 
 
Jewish imagery of fire and worms vividly portrays the place of future eternal punishment for the wicked.  It is a place 
where for eternity people are left with the fullness of anguished regrets about their wrongful choices in this life. It is Jesus 
who uses the word Gehenna in all but one of its twelve New Testament occurrences, the one exception is James 3:6. 
Clearly Jesus believed in hell and eternal judgment.  Hell was just a waiting place, for the last judgment, where the “Lake 
of Fire” is the final destination for unrepentant mankind and all the fallen angels.  Revelation 20:11-15, 21:8, 27. 
 
The concept given here is of corporal punishment versus capital punishment; the latter being that of eternal death 
pronounced by a heavenly court. Some Jewish thinkers of this day believed that one would be resurrected in exactly the 
form in which one had died, with limbs missing in the case of many martyrs, before being made whole.  Once again we 
are challenged not to speculate about such things, but rest in God’s provisions and the certainty of judgment for all evil. 
 
In verse 48 the imagery is from the last verse in the book of Isaiah, Isaiah 66:24. “And they shall go forth, and look 
upon the carcases of the men that have transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their 
fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh.” 
 
The worm represents internal torment, whilst the unquenchable fire represents external torment, and vividly portrays the 
unending conscious punishment that awaits all who refuse to pay attention to God’s demands upon them, and insult and 
ignore/reject God’s salvation. The essence of hell is unending torment and eternal exclusion from God’s presence.  The 
unbeliever actually wants eternal separation from the demands of a righteous God, and they get what they want, but do 
not realize what it means until its too late.   God’s grace is always given, and any person must work very hard to go to 
hell, for they must spend their life time rejecting grace, mercy, and love from their creator. 
 
49  For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt. 50  Salt is good: but if the 
salt have lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in yourselves, and have peace one with 
another. 
 
The present active imperative dealing with having salt, points to the disciples need to have salt, which is good. Here salt 
depicts the characteristics that distinguishes a disciple from a non disciple, with a disciple maintaining his allegiance to 
Jesus and all costs.  Salt preserves, flavours and protects.  We are to live lives that can be said to do those three things 
to bless our own life path and others. 
 
Salt was used on most sacrifices. Real sea salt does not lose its saltiness, as opposed to the impure salt mixtures 
available from some inland sea where deposits may have been exposed to air and other chemicals for millennia. The 
main a source of salt in Palestine was from the area southwest of the Dead Sea. The coarse impure salt from the saline 
deposits of this area were susceptible to deterioration, leaving savourless salt like crystals as a residue. 
 
Being at peace with one another contrasts with the divisiveness related in Mark 9:33 - 38. What the Lord Jesus Christ is 
saying here, is to being loyal to him they will be able to maintain peace with one another instead of arguing about their 
status.  Focus on the Lord as Saviour and King will eliminate any argument about their status, for they will then recognize 
that it is Jesus who grants status and recognition of all kinds.   His opinion of us alone matters. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
The Lord using the young child as an example shows that salvation is by faith alone. The young child has only faith as a 
means of perception, thus faith is the means of salvation. Acts 4:12, 16:31. 
 
Jesus is specifically evangelising Judas here, as he is the only disciple who is an unbeliever. We need to continue to 
share the means of salvation to unbelievers as the Lord leads, for we do not know whether we will be the last voice to 
them. 
 
The little child has a relationship with the parents, and they are fed and clothed by the parents, not because they earn it 
or deserve it, but because of their relationship. Once we have a relationship with Christ our provision for the Christian life 
comes from the Lord. 
 
True greatness in the Christian life is seen in a loving care for those who are helpless, for those whom the world passes 
by. Jesus was referring to a person who humbled himself to associate with believers who are nondescript, insignificant 
and despised. We need to remember that all spiritual gifts given to us by the Holy Spirit are servanthood gifts that are 
used for the benefit of others. 
 
We as followers of the Lord Jesus Christ should never be critical of others who are also genuinely working for the Lord 
nor should we be jealous or bitter as these are mental attitude sins, which destroy the Christian life.   
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MARK CHAPTER 10 
 
TEACHING ON MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE  
 
MARK10:1-12   [MATTHEW 19:1-12]   see HARMONY 74-17 
 
1  And he arose from thence, and cometh into the coasts of Judaea by the farther side of Jordan: and the people 
resort unto him again; and, as he was wont, he taught them again. 2  And the Pharisees came to him, and asked 
him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife? tempting him. 3  And he answered and said unto them, What did 
Moses command you? 4  And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her away. 5  
And Jesus answered and said unto them, For the hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept. 6  But from 
the beginning of the creation God made them male and female. 7  For this cause shall a man leave his father and 
mother, and cleave to his wife; 8  And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one 
flesh. 9  What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder. 10  And in the house his disciples 
asked him again of the same matter. 11  And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry 
another, committeth adultery against her. 12  And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to 
another, she committeth adultery. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
1  And he arose from thence, and cometh into the coasts of Judaea by the farther side of Jordan: and the people 
resort unto him again; and, as he was wont, he taught them again. 2  And the Pharisees came to him, and asked 
him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife? tempting him. 3  And he answered and said unto them, What did 
Moses command you? 4  And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her away. 
 
From Galilee our Lord travelled south east into Perea; the district on the eastern side of the Jordan. Because of His 
popularity with the common people he drew crowds of people around Him again, and as was His custom he again taught 
all those who were expressing their positive volition to learn.  His readiness to teach is a challenge to all pastors. 
 
In order to try and trap Him the Pharisees ask him if it is “lawful” to divorce a wife. They are hoping for a self incriminating 
reply knowing the different views of the various rabbinic schools, as they could then “put him in a box” and divide his 
support.  All Pharisees looked to Deuteronomy 24:1-4 for guidance, interpreting it in a way that suited their desires, that it 
allowed divorce, but that only the husband could initiate a divorce, and believing that it allowed remarriage. There was 
however a dispute among them as to how the “uncleanness” mentioned in the passage should be interpreted. 
 
In response to their question Jesus asks them the real question, “what had Moses really permitted regarding divorce?” 
They dodge the moral issue and replied that Moses allowed divorce as long as the woman was given a bill of 
divorcement. They skip the reasons for divorce, for it is in these that they hope to trap Jesus. In fact Rabbinic Law 
assembled later in the Mishnah actually compelled a husband to divorce an adulterous wife, or a woman even suspected 
of adultery; all to maintain their own self righteousness and hypocrisy. 
 
5  And Jesus answered and said unto them, For the hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept. 6  But 
from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female. 7  For this cause shall a man leave his 
father and mother, and cleave to his wife; 8  And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, 
but one flesh. 9  What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder. 
 
Jesus said that this allowance for freer divorce was because of the hardness of heart shown by the human race, but that 
this was not the ideal situation, and it was not God’s purpose in marriage. Jesus referred them back to the first two 
chapters of Genesis [Genesis 1:27, 2:24] showing that it was God’s intention that all marriage should be carefully 
undertaken and would be permanent.  
 
God had made them male and female, distinctly different but complementary to one another, and marriage is a divine 
institution, and was meant to be a life long commitment of mutual faithfulness to each other, with the promises all made 
before God. 
 
In addition God’s will was that the man would leave his father and mother and be with his wife, under the concept of the 
two of the marriage partners, male and female, becoming one flesh, or a new unit. Thus joined together they should not 
be separated by any devious or legalistic self righteous human actions.  In essence Jesus is confirming the statement 
that John the Baptist made to Herod Antipas about his adultery and improper marriage; a moral assessment, that while 
correct, caused him to be executed. It should also be noted that Jesus is also in an area which is under Herod’s 
jurisdiction at this time.  It may be that these people are trying to use Herod to eliminate Jesus! 
 
10  And in the house his disciples asked him again of the same matter. 11  And he saith unto them, Whosoever 
shall put away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery against her.  
 
Disciples often sought more detailed explanations of the theory behind decisions from their teachers privately. Some 
Jewish teachers allowed polygamy and therefore would not view marrying a second wife as adultery. The Lord however 



EVANGELICAL BIBLE COLLEGE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

MARK VOLUME 3 15

makes the form of marriage that God approves crystal clear, just as Moses had.  The reason – Jesus was the one who 
as the visible member of the God-head spoke to Moses!  Kings were not permitted to “multiply wives”.  Deuteronomy 
17:14-20. 
 
12  And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she committeth adultery. 
 
Unlike Roman law, Jewish law did not permit a woman to divorce her husband, although under extreme circumstances 
she could request that the court force him to divorce her. Unlike Matthew who is writing basically to the Jews and 
therefore does not raise this type of event, Mark is writing to the Gentiles and predominantly the Romans, where wives 
could divorce their husbands, showing application to them as well. It is however noted that Herodias had practiced this in 
her leaving Phillip and “marrying” Herod Antipas. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
The purpose of the healing miracles of our Lord was not to alleviate suffering, but to point to His being the Messiah. 
 
The difference between male and female is that they complement each other and are not totally fulfilling unless they are 
one. 
 
The way that a marriage goes right is that there must be a positive attitude in the form of mental attitude love on the part 
of both parties in the marriage. You cannot build marriage on thoughtful love where there is negative volition on the part 
of one or both parties. 
 
Each of the two partners in a marriage have an old sin nature (OSN). If they do not have mutual love and respect 
towards each other living together becomes very difficult, because they will fall into their OSN weaknesses.  
 
Marriage to be biblical is to be a life long monogamous, heterosexual relationship. 
 
If you start and make application half way through a message you can get the wrong or distorted view of a subject as did 
the disciples when they decided that it would be better not to get married in case they had to face divorce. 
 
Divorce even where permitted is difficult. People often create such complex circumstances that it is very difficult to come 
up with a fair outcome. Every case is different and needs to be reviewed individually in conformity with the Scriptures. 
 
In the ancient world the status of women was generally low. Here using the case of the woman divorcing the man the 
Lord highlights the value of the woman. In the church there is equality.  
 
DOCTRINES 
 
MIRACLES:  PURPOSE   MIRACLES OF CHRIST:  CATEGORIES 
 
MIRACLES: HEALING AND MIRACLES ISRAEL - PHARISEES, SADDUCEES AND SCRIBES 
 
GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – MARRIAGE DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - MARRIAGE - CELIBACY 
 
DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - MARRIAGE - POLYGAMY 
 
SIN:  ADULTERY    WOMEN:  WIDOWS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHRIST BLESSES LITTLE CHILDREN 
 
MARK 10:13-16   [MATTHEW 19:13-15, LUKE 18:15-17]   see HARMONY 74-17 
 
13  And they brought young children to him, that he should touch them: and his disciples rebuked those that 
brought them. 14  But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. 15  Verily I say unto you, Whosoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein. 16  And he took them up in his 
arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them. 
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
13  And they brought young children to him, that he should touch them: and his disciples rebuked those that 
brought them. 
 
Different people here were bringing children, from infants to pre teens, to the Lord for a rabbinic blessing. They wanted 
Him to touch them as a visible means of conveying blessing on their future lives. Children in the ancient world were often 
deeply loved but were socially powerless, and so parents sought the best for them, and a special Rabbi’s blessing may 
be a “good luck” source for the child.   Jesus never worried about the interpretation of his prayer of blessing, he simply 
blessed.  We are to have the same attitude – people can always misinterpret our actions, but we are to focus on the Lord 
alone, and do what is thoughtful, compassionate, helpful, lovely and right before Him alone!  Philippians 4:4-12. 
 
Eager to get on with the business of setting up the kingdom, and getting their just rewards and positions, the disciples 
have therefore no time for people who do not wield political power.  The children and their parents are slowing the 
progress of the movement down and they are not “power players” – they can see no “value” in them and are irritated.  
Here again the disciples were thinking in only human cultural and business categories rather than seeing the Kingdom of 
Heaven as a manifestation of the grace of God.  Sadly many churches are operating this way now, making decisions 
without prayer, but with business management manuals open! 
 
14  But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. 15  Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein. 
 
Some thought that the kingdom could be achieved by force of arms others by radical moral reform but none thought it 
would come by acting like powerless children. However the Lord is highly indignant at the disciple’s attitude and their 
interference and hindering the children from coming. Psalm 131:1-3, John 3:1-16, 1 Peter 2:1-3. 
 
The verb “Aganakteo” meaning indignant is a verb of strong emotional reaction, and is unique to Mark who highlights 
Jesus’ emotion more than the other Gospel writers. Jesus now utters a double command with which to tell the disciples 
to let the children come, and they are seriously told they are not to hinder them. This was a rebuke to the disciples who 
had rebuked the people who had brought the children. 
 
Using the children as an example the Lord now gives a solemn statement that unless an individual receives the Kingdom 
as a gift from God, with the simple faith of a young child, they will not enter into it. The phrase “shall not” in verse 15 is 
“Ou Me”, the double negative in the Greek, which could be translated, “by no means”.  Child like and determined faith is 
required of us all, and that means we are to be ready to “sit with” our difficulties and doubts and leave them at Jesus feet, 
as a child trusts the parent, and obeys, even when all the facts are not explained. 
 
16  And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them. 
 
In Genesis some of the patriarchs conferred blessings by the laying on of hands. An example would be Genesis 48:14. 
“And Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid it upon Ephraim’s head, who was the younger, and his left 
hand upon Manasseh’s head, guiding his hands wittingly; for Manasseh was the firstborn.”  
 
Rather than mere man giving the blessing, we can be sure that these children were truly blessed by the Lord’s prayer, 
and in heaven we will hear the stories. The passage ends with the word “blessed”, which is in the Imperfect Active 
Indicative of Kateulogeo, which occurs only here in the New Testament. They were blessed and praised by the Lord and 
lifted up before the Father and dedicated to Him.  They were blessed according to the norm and standard of God’s best 
desires for their lives.  It is Peter’s specific memory of this rebuke and the importance of taking all children seriously, and 
being a blessing to them, praying for the Lord’s best in their lives, and not being irritated by them.   
 
APPLICATION 
 
God’s kingdom is not achieved by human merit or legalistic achievement, it must be received as God’s gift by simple trust 
by those who recognise that they are unable to achieve it in any other way.  
 
Little children do not need to become adults to be saved but adults need to have a simple faith and humility of a child to 
enter into a living relationship with God. 
 
The Lord blesses the children in a very warm hearted way and shows what love He shows to those who do things in 
God’s way. 
 
This also indicates what happens to young children if they die, they go to be with the Lord. 
 
Children can come to a saving knowledge of the Lord at an early age. The age when a child becomes aware of God and 
can respond to the gospel varies due to a number of factors but mainly due to the environment the child is brought up in.  
 
The absolute necessity of child evangelism is seen here. 
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DOCTRINES 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE – BLESSING OF THE BELIEVER  CHRISTIAN LIFE:  EVANGELISM 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  EVANGELISM – FISHERS OF MEN  - NEW TESTAMENT PATTERN 
 
GRACE       CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH 
 
KINGDOM       MERCY  
 
SALVATION      SALVATION:  SIN –NEED FOR SALVATION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE RICH YOUNG RULER 
 
MARK 10:17-31   [MATTHEW 19:16-30, LUKE 18:18-30]   see HARMONY 74-17 
 
17  And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good 
Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 18  And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? 
there is none good but one, that is, God. 19  Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not 
kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother.  20  And he answered 
and said unto him, Master, all these have I observed from my youth. 21  Then Jesus beholding him loved him, 
and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou 
shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me. 22  And he was sad at that saying, 
and went away grieved: for he had great possessions. 23  And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his 
disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! 24  And the disciples were 
astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that 
trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God! 25  It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 26  And they were astonished out of measure, saying 
among themselves, Who then can be saved? 27  And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, 
but not with God: for with God all things are possible. 28  Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, 
and have followed thee. 29  And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left 
house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, 
30  But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and 
children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life. 31  But many that are first shall be 
last; and the last first. 
 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
17  And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good 
Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 18  And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? 
there is none good but one, that is, God. 
 
A man of wealth could normally find the best or most popular teacher for himself and pay for private tuition. For a rich 
man to come before a teacher on his knees would be very rare indicating unusual respect, and an unexpected spiritual 
awareness of sinfulness. Remember a comment made earlier about the theology of the Pharisees, for they believed that 
if a man was Jewish, had kept the basic traditions of the elders, and attended a good/approved Rabbi, and was wealthy, 
then God’s seal of approval was upon that man.   This man has not believed the prosperity lies of the dodgy rabbis, and 
he has a question regarding acquiring eternal life and addresses Jesus Christ as “good teacher”.  
 
In reply the Lord points out that God alone is good, so that without denying that he himself is good, Jesus reminds him of 
the standard Jewish conception of the goodness of God; that others could be good but no one compared with God.  This 
is a wonderful way of agreeing with the heart of this man – that he is indeed a sinner and needs a Saviour.  He is not 
good enough to have eternal life and he never will be!  It is also a test as to whether this seeker recognises the Lord 
Jesus Christ as God become Man, Immanuel, the Messiah and the Saviour he required.  Was he willing to acknowledge 
this?   
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19  Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false 
witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother. 20  And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these 
have I observed from my youth. 21  Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou 
lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and 
come, take up the cross, and follow me. 22  And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had 
great possessions. 
 
The Saviour now uses the Mosaic Law to produce the knowledge of sin in this man.  It is of interest that the Apostle Paul 
who was as a Pharisee, well versed in the entire Law, said that without the tenth commandment he would not have 
known about sin. The wealthy man here however, because of the false teaching of his “prosperity gospel” rabbis, is 
under the delusion that he is able to enter the Kingdom of Heaven on the principle of being Jewish and doing some good 
works. 
 
The Lord quoted the five commandments, which deal primarily with our relation to other people, in effect covering the 
concept of loving your neighbour as yourself. The man tells Jesus that he has obeyed these commands from his youth. 
From the time he became accountable for his actions he has been practising all he had ever learned about the moral 
requirements of the Mosaic Law. 
 
The final test given is that of selling all that he has and giving it to the poor. This test was given to him because he had 
made his possessions, which were many, a god above the real God. He had therefore broken the first commandment.  
The teaching of his rabbis was also contradictory to the Lord’s demand of him.  They taught that his wealth was a sign of 
God’s approval, and yet he still felt unsaved, because he was!   He knew that his wealth hadn’t saved him, but yet he 
clung to the false teaching because it was convenient, and wouldn't cast away his confidence in his wealth. 
 
It was this passage which inspired St Francis of Assisi, after his conversion experience, having been wounded in battle 
and had time to think about what really mattered in light of eternity.  He arrived home to his wealthy father, who told him 
to forget all his foolish notions of serving God in simplicity, and encouraged him to return to the life of wealth and power.  
In the central square of Assisi, and despite the protests of the local bishop, Francis proceeded to not only give away all 
his possessions, but also his clothes, leaving the square with literally nothing.  Someone gave him an old cloak. 
 
23  And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter  
into the kingdom of God! 24  And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and 
saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God! 25  It is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 
 
As he saw the rich man leave the Lord commented on how difficult it was for a rich man to become a genuine follower of 
the Lord. So often those with wealth rely on their riches to provide for their future, and seem to think little of what 
happens after death.  Great wealth can also make people feel “blessed”, and Mark and Peter have put this story in right 
after the children being blessed to remind us, we are blessed by the Word of Jesus, not by the wealth of this temporary 
world, that is all left behind when we die.  Proverbs 23:4, Matthew 6:19-21. 
 
There are great believers who have been rich, and been able to support many Christian organisations and projects but 
they are relatively rare. Sometimes a person will have to lose their riches or health or a loved one to be brought face to 
face with the claims of Christ on their life.  Those who have great wealth in Christ, will see all they have as a “burden” 
before the Lord to do the right things with it; it will all be seen as “from the Lord” and to be used for the Lord.  The 
stewardship concept will guide their decision making. 
 
26  And they were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, Who then can be saved? 27  And 
Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible. 
 
The reaction of the rich young ruler made the disciples wonder who could be saved, because the rabbis of the day taught 
that wealth was a blessing form God and a sign of blessing, so if it wasn't – who was saved?  It is very possible that this 
young man looked on his riches as an indication of God’s blessing, and yet was torn, for he knew he stood as a sinner 
before the Lord, but didn't want to fully accept that. The disciples assumed that as the rich person who had been keeping 
to the best of his ability the ten commandments was not able to enter into the kingdom of heaven then no one else could 
either.  Ephesians 2:1-12. 
 
They reasoned as many still do, if the rich have everything they need, then they have the time, opportunity, health and 
fitness, and so are able to serve the Lord more easily than poor people whose days are filled with the survival battles for 
life itself – it is easier they thought for the wealthy to be saved and serve. Jesus says to them that by themselves using 
human ability and power, salvation is totally impossible. Wealth gives no spiritual advantage. However with God’s power 
salvation and service is possible. In order for a rich or a wise to become a believer she/he has to recognise that as far as 
God is concerned they are paupers, with nothing to offer, and are totally reliant on the grace and mercy of God. 
 
28  Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee. 29  And Jesus answered and 
said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or 
wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, 30  But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this 
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time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the 
world to come eternal life. 31  But many that are first shall be last; and the last first. 
 
Here the Lord promises both present and eternal rewards for those who forsake the false “comforts and securities” of this 
life to really “follow” the Lord as a true disciple. The Lord Jesus Christ has to become the top priority in the Christian’s 
life. It is interesting to reflect upon how many people actually believe they have security in this world by their financial, 
business, marital, and economic choices, and yet the whole satanic system is built on illusion and deception! Peter 
recognises that he has left family and a fishing business to become a disciple of the Lord so he reminds the Lord of this.  
 
While he was yet speaking the Lord reassures Peter and the disciples of the eternal benefits of true discipleship. It would 
not be in money assets, but in houses which are open to give accommodation to the servants of the Lord. It would also 
be in God’s provision of brothers, sisters, mothers, and children, in the form of Christian friends whose fellowship 
enriches all of life. It is of interest that the only human category not replaced by a human is father in the list, with God the 
Father being our new and only father. “Lands” are countries of the world, which can be claimed for Christ while 
“persecutions” are the privilege of being found worthy to suffer for the Lord’s sake.  
 
From personal experience the number of brothers and sisters the authors have had has increased immensely through 
the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia, both in the mission trips to seven countries in the period 1997 to 
2002 as well as the advent of provision of material to over 100 countries, and the setting up by brothers and sisters in 
Christ of over 600 indigenous learning centres in nearly 50 countries. These friends in Christ will also be there when we 
enjoy eternal life together, as the second stage of benefits received in the Christian life. 
 
The final principle the Lord wants them to try to understand, is that of the “first being last”.  Narcissism is the devil’s 
mental attitude; it is satanic self importance and self centeredness, the belief that the world revolves around you.  Jesus 
is challenging the beliefs of the legalistic rabbis that many of the disciples have absorbed, because they were the 
dominant belief of their culture; that “Number 1 position” was important.  Jesus is the humble servant leader, and He 
wants these men to see that this is God’s way, not the jockeying for position that was so common in satanic politics.  The 
person who accepts God’s humble path, turning away from “being first” according to pathetic men, and being ready to be 
“last” in fallen men’s view, but “first” in order of rewards with God forever. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
The most difficult people to reach for the Lord Jesus Christ are the religious self important, self centred, self righteous 
people, especially if they combine these character traits with great physical wealth. The rich people depend on their 
wealth and its influence, and self righteous people are depending on their view of their own good works. 
 
No one was ever saved by keeping the Law, by having money, or doing pathetic little “good works”. No one could keep 
the Law other than Christ, as the rest of humanity have old sin natures, and all our “righteousnesses” are as filthy rags in 
God’s sight! 
 
Every member of the human race has an Old Sin Nature, which has various areas of activity; there is an area of 
weakness which produces sins and an area of strength which produces self righteous human good.  
 
This good is however not acceptable to God as its source is a sinful human nature. Titus 3:5, Ephesians 2:8-9. The only 
form of good which is acceptable, is divine good produced using God’s power and within His Plan. 
 
In Romans 3:20-26, it says that by the keeping of the law no flesh or no members of the human race shall be justified, 
for by means of the law is the knowledge of sin, but only by the Cross is there freedom from sin’s penalty. Also see 
Romans 3:28, Galatians 2:16. The purpose of the Law is not to produce salvation or spirituality, but to clear away any 
self righteousness that stops each person seeing their need of the true Saviour. 
 
The salvation commandment is given in 1 John 3:23.  “And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the 
name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another”. 
 
The fact that he says he has obeyed some of the commandments from his youth and the Lord does not correct him 
shows that there is an age of accountability under which people are not responsible and liable for rejecting the Lord. By 
application those who die while still being under the age of accountability, or due to mental disadvantage, do not reach 
accountability are automatically saved. 
 
Different people have different capacities in the Christian life and will be subject to different rewards. In eternity all born 
again individuals will have a resurrection body but their eternal rewards will be different, determined by how fully they 
lived the life that they were called to live, achieving what the Lord left them on the earth to complete before entering 
heaven! 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
CHRIST:  SACRIFICE OF CHRIST    
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  OBEDIENCE    
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CHRIST:  DEITY OF CHRIST 
 
CHRIST: DEITY OF CHRIST AND THE BELIEVER 
 
CHRIST:  HYPOSTATIC UNION – GOD - MAN 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE - PRIORITIES  
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRIORITIES - CROSS – TAKING UP YOUR CROSS 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  PRIORITIES - HATE YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REWARDS AND CROWNS 
 
GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD 
 
GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - FREEWILL 
 
GOD - FATHERHOOD OF GOD 
 
GOOD WORKS – ORIGINALLY TITLED WORKS 
 
LAW OF MOSES 
 
MORALITY 
 
ONE THING 
 
PERSECUTION 
 
RICH YOUNG RULER 
 
SALVATION:  JUSTIFICATION 
 
SIN:  MURDER 
 
SIN:  OLD SIN NATURE 
 
SIN:  OLD SIN NATURE – THE FRUIT OF 
 
WEALTH 
 

 
 
 
 
THIRD PREDICTION OF DEATH AND RESURRECTION 
 
MARK 10:32-34   [MATTHEW 20:17-19, LUKE 18:31-34]   see HARMONY 74-17 
 
32  And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus went before them: and they were amazed; and 
as they followed, they were afraid. And he took again the twelve, and began to tell them what things should 
happen unto him, 33  Saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be delivered unto the 
chief priests, and unto the scribes; and they shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles: 
34  And they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit upon him, and shall kill him: and the third 
day he shall rise again. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
Despite their culturally programmed expectations of a coming kingdom, which they are finding hard to let go of, the 
disciples recognised the danger of going to Jerusalem and confronting the high priest and his power faction. In this 
passage it shows that they had a mixture of anticipation of victory, but also amazement and fear, as they followed their 
leader upwards to the climax of his ministry. 
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This nervous attitude could hardly have been reduced by the conversation they had on the way where the Lord said that 
he was going to die at the hands of the Gentiles, after having been horrifically abused.  They have heard it again and 
again, but they have not wanted to believe it, and still hope he is testing them in some way, and Peter will even buy a 
sword ready to stop any insults to or assaults upon his master.  They still “think as men”, but they have been brought up 
this way, and only the full horror of the Cross and the full physical glory of the resurrection will correct them. 
 
For at least the third time (possibly many more), Jesus gave His disciples a detailed account in advance of coming 
events. This prophetic outline again demonstrated the fact that Jesus Christ was more than a mere man, and also shows 
his care and love for them.   They wont hear his words, for at this point they are too far out of their frame of reference to 
accept, but later they will recall all these things, and see that He had prepared them to face the truth later. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
Jesus Christ is seen as one who leads not only in triumph but also in suffering. He knows the Plan of God for His life and 
is going to fulfil it, even if nobody else believes or understands it. 
 
This prophecy shows that the Lord was following a deliberate plan and was not an unsuspecting victim of a gross 
miscarriage of justice.  There is no tragedy here in the actions of Jesus, but there is tragedy here; it is the tragedy of the 
determined evil of the High Priest’s group who will be lost forever.  
 
With the example of the attitude of our Lord Jesus Christ and His work on the Cross for us, do we see how we need to be 
devoted to Him day by day, and serve Him to the best of our ability? 
 
CHRIST:  POST MORTEM AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST 
 
One of the many unique features regarding the Lord Jesus Christ is His death and His subsequent bodily resurrection 
from the dead. Many do not look at the evidence for both the proof of the physical death and subsequent resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead. In this topic we examine some of the evidence. 
 
The sceptic will say, “If he is risen He was not dead, or if He died He is not risen”.  
 
POST MORTEM ON THE DEATH OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 
 
1.  An examination of the piercing of the side of our Lord and its implications was made by a great physiologist 
Samuel Houghton with the following results as to the cause of the physical death of Jesus Christ. 
 
2.  When the soldier pierced with his spear the side of Christ he was already dead; and the flow of blood and water 
that followed was either a natural phenomenon explicable by natural causes, or it was a miracle.   
 
That John thought it, if not to be miraculous, at least to be unusual, appears plainly from the comment he makes upon it, 
and from the emphatic manner in which he solemnly declares his accuracy in narrating it in John 19:33-35. 
 
John 19:33-35:  “  But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs: 34  
But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. 35  And he 
that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe. 
 
3.  Repeated observations and experiments made upon men and animals have shown the following results:  
When the left side is freely pierced after death by a large knife, comparable in size with a Roman spear, three distinct 
cases are observed: 
 
 1st - No flow of any kind follows the wound except a slight trickling of blood. 
 2nd - A flow of water only, succeeded by a few drops of blood, follows the wound. 
 3rd - A copious flow of blood only follows the wound. 
 
Of the three cases, the first is that which usually occurs; the second in cases of death by drowning and can be proved to 
be the normal case of a crucified person; whilst the third case would be found in death by pleurisy and rupture of the 
heart 
 
4.  Whilst the above three types are well known, two other cases, although not recorded in the text books, could 
occur.   
 
 4th type - A copious flow of water followed by a copious flow of blood follows the wound.  
 5th type - A copious flow of blood followed by a copious flow of water follows the wound. 
 
The fifth type is what is recorded in John 19. 
 
5.  Death by crucifixion causes a condition of blood and water in the lungs similar to that produced by drowning.  
The fourth case would have occurred if the victim had been suffering from pleurisy, whilst the fifth type would occur if the 
person on the cross had died from a rupture of the heart.   
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The history of the days preceding our Lord's death as described in the Gospels precludes the idea of pleurisy, as does 
the type of flow observed by John.  
 
6.  CONCLUSIONS 
 
lt is therefore concluded that the type of flow recorded in John 19:34 must have resulted from the combination of 
crucifixion, and rupture of the heart.  
 
The fact that it is a mixture of blood clots and a watery serum is evidence of massive clotting of the blood in the main 
arteries and is exceptionally strong medical proof of death.  
 
Laying aside the inspection by the Roman soldiers who were expert in this area because of their attendance at many 
crucifixions what John reported as an eyewitness of the blood and water is proof positive that Jesus was physically 
already dead. 
 
RESURRECTION OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 
 
Having demonstrated that He was dead what evidence have we of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
1.  One very strong evidence is the reports of the change in the disciples after the resurrection and their future 
attitudes to preaching the gospel despite continual antagonism. 
 
2.  Another is the recorded appearances of Christ to believers after His death as shown in the New Testament 
 
[a] Mary Magdalene (John 20:14-18) 
 
[b] Women returning from the tomb (Matthew 28:8-10) 
 
[c] Emmaus couple (Luke 24:13-31) 
 
[d] Peter (Luke 24:34) 
 
[e] Ten disciples (Luke 24:36-43) 
 
[f] Disciples including Thomas (John 20:24-29) 
 
[g] Lake Tiberias appearance (John 21:1-23) 
 
[h] To the 500 (1 Corinthians 15:6) 
 
[i] James (1 Corinthians 15:7) 
 
[j] Disciples at the ascension (Acts 1:3-12) 
 
[k] Stephen (Acts 7:55) 
 
[l] Paul on Damascus Road (Acts 9:3-6) 
 
[m] Paul in the Temple (Acts 2 2:17-2 1 
 
[n] Paul at night (Acts 23:11) 
 
[o] John on Patmos (Revelation 1:10-19) 
 
3  In the case of the appearance, where 500 at one time saw the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ, Paul in 1 
Corinthians 15:6 challenges the people to go and ask the eyewitnesses the majority of whom are still alive in 59 AD 
nearly thirty years after the event. 
 
4.  Extra Biblical evidences are provided by eminent Romans of the day 
 
Flavius Josephus who was a Pharisee born in AD 37 living in Jerusalem who sided with and fought with the Romans 
says in his history Antiquities of the Jews book 18 chapter 3 section 3 which says, “ Now there was about this time 
Jesus, a wise man , if it be lawful to call him a man for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men that 
receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles. He was Christ and 
when Pilate at the suggestion of the principal men among us [Pharisees] had condemned him to the cross those that 
loved him at the first did not forsake him for he appeared to them alive again the third day as the divine prophets had 
foretold these and ten thousand wonderful things concerning him and the tribe of Christians, so named from him are not 
extinct to this day.”  
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Cornelius Tacitus a Roman historian and Governor of Asia [Turkey] in AD 112 in his Annals 15:44 refers to the 
persecution of the Christians under Nero’s regime saying “Christus [Christ] the founder of the name was put to death by 
Pontius Pilate Procurator of Judea in the reign of Tiberius but the pernicious superstition, repressed for a time broke out 
again not only through Judea where the mischief started but throughout the city of Rome also.” 
 
Suetonius a Roman historian was the official historian in Rome in 125 AD and in his Life of Claudius 25.4 identifies the 
sect of Christians as being derived from the instigation of Chrestus which was his spelling of the name Christ. 
 
Pliny the Younger , the governor of Bithynia in 112 AD in his Epistles X 96 states the Christians would not worship the 
Emperor Trajan and would not curse their leader Jesus Christ even under extreme torture. 
 
Lucian of Samosata in his book “The Passing Peregrinus” declared that Jesus was worshipped by his followers and “was 
the man who was crucified in Palestine because he introduced a new cult into the world” 
 
12.  From the witnesses both believers and unbelievers as well as the effect it had on people it is concluded that the 
evidence is overwhelming that the Lord Jesus Christ rose from the dead as prophesied in the Scriptures. 
 
G B Hardy in his publication summarises it this way:  Here is the complete record 
 
Confucius’ tomb  Occupied 
Buddha’s tomb  Occupied 
Mohammed’s tomb Occupied 
Jesus’ tomb  EMPTY 
 
 
CHRIST:  RESURRECTION BODY 
 
The resurrection body of Jesus Christ - 
 
1. Retained the nail prints in the hands and feet. (Psalm 22:16, Zechariah 12:10, John 20:25-29) 
 
2. Retained the wound sear in the side. (John 20:25-29) 
 
3. Christ was recognised on 15 appearances by his disciples as the one who died and rose again. 
 
4. Resurrection body of Christ could eat. (Luke 24:42-43) 
 
5. It had substance, it could be touched and felt. (Matthew 28:9, Luke 24:39, John 20:17) 
 
6. His body could breathe. (John 20:22) 
 
7. His body possessed flesh and bones. (Luke 24:39-40) 
 
8. Could walk through closed doors. (Luke 24:36, John 20:19) 
 
9. Appears and disappears suddenly. (Luke 24:31,36) 
 
10 Could move vertically or horizontally. (Acts 1:9,10) 
 
11 Our body will be just like His without the nail prints or wound in the side. 
 
 
CHRIST:  TRIALS OF CHRIST 
 
1. This shows how one of the two greatest forms of law of the ancient world was perverted to indict Christ. 
 
2. Power of the Sanhedrin - the highest Courts in the land. The Sanhedrin could not pass capital punishment as the 
power to do so had been removed from them in 6 AD by the Romans. 
 
3. There was a twofold indictment against the Lord: 
a) Destroying the Temple and building another in three days. (Matthew 27:40, Matthew 26:6 1) 
b) Claiming to be the Son of God. (Matthew 27:43) 
 
4. The illegality of the Jewish trial: 
a) Judge was prejudiced and had previously plotted the death of Jesus. (Matthew 26:59) 
b). There was to be no arrest by religious authorities that was effected by a bribe. (Exodus 23:8) 
c) The Courts was without jurisdiction to try a capital offence. 
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d) The incompetence of the judges is seen by the cross examination of the judges as its purpose is self incrimination. 
(Matthew 26:57-67) 
e) The judges portrayed further prejudice by attempting to obtain testimony from false witnesses. 
f) There were to be no steps of criminal proceedings after sunset. 
g) Judges or Sanhedrin members were not allowed to participate in the arrest. 
h) There were to be no trials before the morning sacrifice. 
i) There were to be no secret trials, only public. 
j) Sanhedrin trials could only be conducted in the hall of judgment of the Temple compound. 
k) The procedure was to be first the defence and then the accusation. 
l) All may argue in favour of acquittal, but all may not argue in favour of conviction. 
m) There were to be two or three witnesses and their testimony had to agree in every detail. Deuteronomy 19:15 
n) There was to be no allowance for the accused to testify against himself. 
o) The High Priest was forbidden to rent his garments. Leviticus 21:10 
p) Charges could not originate with the judges, they could only investigate charges brought to them. 
q) The accusation of blasphemy was only valid if the name of God itself was pronounced. 
r) A person could not be condemned on the basis of his own words alone. 
s) The verdict could not be announced at night, only in the daytime. 
t) In cases of capital punishment, the trial and guilty verdict could not occur at the same time but must be separated by at 
least 24 hours. 
u) Voting for the death penalty had to be done by individual count beginning with the youngest so the young would not be 
influenced by the elders. 
v) A unanimous decision for guilt shows innocence since it is impossible for 23-71 men to agree without plotting. 
w) The sentence could only be pronounced three days after the guilty verdict. 
x) Judges were to be humane and kind. 
y) A person condemned to death was not to be scourged or beaten beforehand. 
 
Principle - religion destroyed the objectivity of Jewish law. 
 
5. General principles: 
a) Any system of law which is bona-fide recognises a person as innocent until proven guilty. 
b) Guilt must be proved in a fair trial by true laws of evidence. 
c) In the time of Christ, two legal systems existed, Roman and Jewish law. 
d) Jewish law was distorted by the infiltration of manmade religion. 
e) Roman law was distorted by political expediency. 
f) In His trials Jesus was subject to the two greatest systems of law in the ancient world, but both had been distorted by 
man. 
 
CHRIST – WORK ON THE CROSS   GOD:  PLAN OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE AMBITION OF JAMES AND JOHN AND THEIR LOVELY VERY “JEWISH MOTHER” 
 
 
MARK 10:35-45   [MATTHEW 20:20-28]   see HARMONY 74-17 
 
35  And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou shouldest do 
for us whatsoever we shall desire. 36  And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you? 37  They 
said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory. 
38  But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized 
with the baptism that I am baptized with? 39  And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye 
shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized: 
40  But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give; but it shall be given to them for whom it 
is prepared. 41  And when the ten heard it, they began to be much displeased with James and John. 42  But 
Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles 
exercise lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them. 43  But so shall it not be among 
you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister: 44  And whosoever of you will be the 
chiefest, shall be servant of all. 45  For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and 
to give his life a ransom for many. 
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
35  And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou shouldest do 
for us whatsoever we shall desire. 36  And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you? 37  They 
said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory. 
 
James and John approached Jesus addressing Him as teacher. Peter makes it clear here in this Gospel that the two 
brothers drove this, although Matthew tells us that they had their mother ask the question on their behalf, so Peter’s 
account here helps us place the origin of this, not just to Jewish mother wanting her boys to be “top dogs”, but to the two 
men’s ambition!  They have not been listening to Jesus earlier statements, but all are guilty and Peter and the others are 
“miffed” more because they would have asked first if they had the opportunity!  They asked for the place of highest 
authority in His coming kingdom, which they still thought was about to be set up. Josephus in The Antiquities of the Jews 
6.11.9 tells us that in the royal court, sitting on the left hand was the next highest to sitting on the right hand, unlike the 
place of commendation and condemnation as alluded to in the judgment of the sheep and goats. 
 
Matthew adds that Salome their mother came with them. She was probably a sister of Mary, the mother of the humanity 
of Christ [Matthew 27:56, Mark 15:40, John 19:25]. They may have hoped that the pressure of family ties might have 
assisted in their request, and every Jewish mother wanted to have her sons serve the Messiah and be royalty in the 
kingdom to come.  The truth will be Peter’s to reveal later; that we are all in our position in Christ Jesus, members of the 
royal family of eternity!  1 Peter 2:9-10.  
 
38  But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized 
with the baptism that I am baptized with? 39  And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye 
shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized: 
 
Jesus told them that they did not realise what was involved in their request. To ask for a position of honour was also a 
request to share in His sufferings, the suffering of the Cross. The actual sufferings of Christ were of course unique.  John 
and James will however get what they asked for, but not in the way they think.  They will be on the left and right, in the 
sense that they will be the first and the last to die, with all the others between them.  They will share in the suffering of 
Christ in their walk and their death.  Paul will explain this in Colossians 1:24, and this verse challenges us to really think 
about things in a deep way that we are not used to thinking about suffering.   
 
In some mysterious way our suffering for the Lord’s name, on our path in the Plan of God through our life, “fills up what is 
to complete of the suffering of Christ”.  Now this is not to say that anything was missing from what the Lord did for our 
salvation, and in no way can we work for our salvation, but the Lord has left us a specific and unique path for each of us 
to walk, as we have seen above.  Our path will involve some elements of suffering, and as we walk through them in the 
filling of the Holy Spirit we will share in some way in what the Lord did, and He will share with us more understanding of 
his love for us than can come any other way, but on the path of suffering.  Refer to the Doctrinal study on this. 
 
40  But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give; but it shall be given to them for whom it 
is prepared. 
 
Jesus denied their request for positions of honour, for such things were not only not appropriate at this time. Such places 
were not His to grant, but He assured James and John that God would allocate those positions to those to whom the 
place of honour had been prepared.  These men would sit on thrones forever because of their service, and John in the 
vision on Patmos would glimpse this, but he never told us anything about it, so humbled was he to see this in the 
heavenly vision.  All arrogance is gone from John by the time he is on Patmos suffering for the Lord’s name.  A study of 
the book of Revelation will correct any tendency we may have to arrogance. 
 
41  And when the ten heard it, they began to be much displeased with James and John. 42  But Jesus called 
them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise 
lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them. 43  But so shall it not be among you: but 
whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister: 44  And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall 
be servant of all. 
 
When the other ten disciples found out what James and John had been doing they were very indignant, and Peter 
remembers just how angry he was at the two brothers. Their jealous attitude showed that they too had harboured similar 
selfish ambitions to be in the place of highest honour, just not has the mother with status/position to help.  Note the 
interchange that John records in John Chapter 21 and see how the men had been restored after the resurrection, and 
remember that Peter and John will run together to the tomb that Easter Sunday morning. 
 
To reduce the disharmony among the twelve, the Lord Jesus Christ now reviews the meaning of “greatness” in 
leadership as it is to be in the coming kingdom/church. He uses the example of the Roman Empire, which dominated the 
world at this time, to contrast His kingdom to the kingdoms of this world. 
 
He said that Gentile rulers dominate and oppress their subjects, lording it over them for personal profit, exploiting them 
for their own ends. However to be great in the Kingdom of God you are to be a house servant, “Diakonos” [from which 
we get the Church position of deacon], one who voluntarily performs useful service to others. He follows this telling the 
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disciples that those who aspire to be first, needs to be a slave to Christ, “Doulos”, who forfeits all her/his own rights in 
order to serve any or all.  Satanic leadership says, “me first”, Christian Leadership says, “others – always others”. 
 
45  For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many. 
 
Jesus Himself now uses His own ministry to demonstrate the supreme example of this concept. He says that the Son of 
man voluntarily veiled His glory, in order to minister to the human race, and he served others, he did not come to be 
ministered to. The climax of His ministry was His death as a ransom to many, which He did as a suffering servant, to 
bring many sons and daughters to glory.  Hebrews 2:8-10. 
 
The word ransom “Lutron” occurs in the Gospels only here and in Matthew 20:28. It represents the price of release of 
captives or slaves from bondage, and shows the effect of the Cross, of releasing mankind from the slave market of sin.  
 
The phrase “for many” which concludes this passage used in Mark here only, reinforces the idea of substitution. The 
word “for” means instead of or in the place of. Many shows the effectiveness of what Christ did at the Cross, and by His 
subsequent resurrection extended beyond His own ethnic group to all peoples. “For there is one God, and one 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time”.       1 Timothy 2:5-6, 2 Peter 3:9. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
Entrance into the Eternal Plan of God at salvation is by grace and everything that follows it is again through grace. The 
entrance into the Plan of God is the Cross. We need to be servants and allow to be promoted and lifted up by God in His 
own good time. 
 
Ambition by parents on behalf of children can often ruin children. It is wrong for a parent to mould a child into their 
concept of what they think their child should do/be, for God’s Plan will have a far more eternally powerful outcome. 
 
Greatness in the kingdom of God is not through human power, influence, or ability. It is based on the filling of the Holy 
Spirit in our age and applying truths from the Scriptures daily to our lives. The person who does this is no longer in 
slavery to circumstances. 
 
If we are going to succeed in the Christian life we must have a genuine attitude of servant hood towards other members 
of the human race. Matthew 6:19-21, 31-34, 7:13-23, 11:28-30, 16:24-27, 20:25-28, John 13:13-17. 
 
We are all slaves in the slave market of sin and are unable to secure our own release. The Lord Jesus Christ, due to His 
work on the Cross, paid our ransom, which allows us freedom if we trust in Him alone. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
BAPTISM 
 
CHRIST:  IMPECCABILITY OF CHRIST  CHRIST - KENOSIS OF CHRIST 
 
CHRIST: MEDIATORSHIP 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  GIFTS GIVEN AT SALVATION 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  HEIRSHIP 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE - POSITION IN CHRIST 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING   CUP 
 
JOHN THE DISCIPLE     POWER 
 
SALVATION:  SIN - BARRIER BETWEEN MAN AND GOD 
 
SALVATION - ATONEMENT:  UNLIMITED ATONEMENT 
 
SALVATION:  REDEMPTION 
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HEALING OF BLIND BARTIMAEUS NEAR JERICHO 
 
MARK 10:46-52   [MATTHEW 20:29-34, LUKE 18:35-43]   see HARMONY 74-17 
 
46  And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disciples and a great number of people, 
blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the highway side begging. 47  And when he heard that it was Jesus 
of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me. 48  And many charged 
him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou son of David, have mercy on me. 49  
And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man, saying unto him, Be of 
good comfort, rise; he calleth thee. 50  And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus. 51  And 
Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The blind man said unto him, 
Lord, that I might receive my sight. 52  And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole. 
And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
46  And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disciples and a great number of people, 
blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the highway side begging.  
 
The scene now moves from Perea to Judea. The Lord and His disciples have crossed the ford of the Jordan River 
around where Joshua led the people and crossed over to invade the land, and they have come to Jericho. There he met 
two blind men, one of whom is Bartimaeus, a man with a desperate need, a knowledge of that need, and a determination 
to have the need met.  This is a picture of a desperate seeker for redemption who knows he has no ability to cave 
himself, but knows that Jesus is the Saviour.   We are all beggars beside the road before we meet Christ as Saviour and 
Lord. 
 
47  And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou son of David, 
have mercy on me. 
 
Bartimaeus who was blind and begging at the side of the road recognised the Lord and called out to Him as the Son of 
David or the Messiah. It is ironic that while Israel as a nation was blind to the presence of the Messiah, a physically blind 
Jew had true spiritual insight and faith.  He recognizes that all the stories he has heard about Jesus have provided 
enough evidence to know this is the Messiah – the true “Son of David”. 
 
48  And many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou son of David, 
have mercy on me. 49  And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man, 
saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee. 50  And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came 
to Jesus. 51  And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The blind man 
said unto him, Lord, that I might receive my sight. 52  And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made 
thee whole. And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way. 
 
He was persistent in his loud pleas for mercy to the Lord, and these cries of help were answered. This was in spite of the 
crowd that was following the Lord, as they were vocal in telling the blind men to be quiet. In response to the crowd’s 
rejection he yelled out more and more.  How often people are more focused upon “dignity” and correct behaviour/speech 
than the truth of a situation.  The despised are often the delivered, because they are desperate, whereas the polite are 
sent away empty handed, because they were too concerned about appearance to be focused on the reality that would 
have saved them.  It is just another variation on the distraction of the satanic mindset of “being first”. 
 
The Lord stopped and commanded that the blind man be brought to Him. The crowd saw that the conflict between them 
and the blind men had been overruled by the Lord, and tell him to have courage and stand and approach the Lord of 
glory. He is in fact going to have more than courage shortly, as in response to the Lord’s question as to what he wanted 
his sight is restored. It was also vital that he took this opportunity to call out to the Lord because the Lord never passed 
this way again.  Do we have any conception of the temporary nature of time itself?  Do we see each moment we have 
each day as a unique one that will not come again? 
 
APPLICATION 
 
We never earn or deserve anything from God and never will. Whether we are carnal or spiritual as believers at this 
moment, we are always under His wonderful grace. We are only here because of what our Lord is, not for what we are or 
have done. 
 
This is an illustration of the last being first, the blind men were on the bottom of the social scale, yet by their faith in Christ 
they progressed far further than the sighted crowd who rejected them. 
 
The basis of the last being first is grace, and the blind men are working on a grace basis while the crowd is looking at 
things from a human viewpoint. 
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There is the evidence of faith here. Faith is the evidence of things not seen. Hebrews 11:1-3.  The could not see Jesus 
but they believed in Him. Faith appropriates grace. There is no merit in having faith. It is a transitive verb with the merit in 
the thing or in this case the person believed in. 
 
In the case of a person trusting in Christ for salvation, that faith focuses on the merits of Christ. After salvation faith 
accepts promises and doctrines of God with the result that God is glorified as these items are based on and reflects the 
Character of God. 
 
The concept of cursing turned to blessing is seen in the fact that the blind men were from Jericho, the place of cursing 
but in the place of cursing they found blessing. 
 
Our criteria for the Christian life must always be, what does the Bible say, rather than what do people say? 
 
It is important to call out to the Lord as you have need and opportunity because only He can solve your problems and 
while He is always with you a lack of seeking Him may mean that a severe problem you have will not be solved. 
 
Spiritual outcasts unable to help themselves far more readily recognised the Messiah and asked for His help than did the 
Jewish religious leaders.  Call no-one an “outcast” for none are “cast out” who approach the Lord for grace. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
APOSTASY    BLIND MAN AS A PICTURE OF THE UNSAVED 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFIDENCE DELIVERANCE 
 
 
 
TRIUMPHAL ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
To understand this passage it is necessary to first of all examine Psalm 118:22-26, which is divided into two discrete 
sections verses 22-23. “22  The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner. 23  This 
is the Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes”, dealing with the First Advent. 
 
Verses 24-26.  24  This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 25  Save now, I 
beseech thee, O LORD: O LORD, I beseech thee, send now prosperity. 26  Blessed be he that cometh in the 
name of the LORD: we have blessed  you out of the house of the LORD”, referring to the Second Advent and the 
setting up of the Millennial Kingdom. 
 
Psalm 118 was sung at two feasts in the Jewish calendar; firstly at the Passover, which relates to the death of Christ and 
secondly at the Feast of Tabernacles, which relates to the Millennial reign of Christ. These feasts were the first and last 
of the seven feasts of Israel.  Jesus is the “First and the Last”.  Revelation 1:4-11. 
 
The words for “save now” in verse 25 is ‘Hosanna’. Sometimes they transliterate the word, as here, but in Psalm 118 
they translate it.  It should be noted that the song/chant of the reception crowds consisted of part of verse 25 and 26.  
 
In the entry of the Messiah into Jerusalem the crowd’s response therefore relates to the Second Advent, however God’s 
plan requires the Cross to come before the Crown. 
 
 
MARK 11:1-11   [MATTHEW 21:1-11, LUKE 19:24-29, JOHN 12:12-19]   see HARMONY 74-18 
 
 
1  And when they came nigh to Jerusalem, unto Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount of Olives, he sendeth 
forth two of his disciples, 2  And saith unto them, Go your way into the village over against you: and as soon as 
ye be entered into it, ye shall find a colt tied, whereon never man sat; loose him, and bring him. 3  And if any 
man say unto you, Why do ye this? say ye that the Lord hath need of him; and straightway he will send him 
hither. 4  And they went their way, and found the colt tied by the door without in a place where two ways met; 
and they loose him. 5  And certain of them that stood there said unto them, What do ye, loosing the colt? 6  And 
they said unto them even as Jesus had commanded: and they let them go. 7  And they brought the colt to Jesus, 
and cast their garments on him; and he sat upon him. 8  And many spread their garments in the way: and others 
cut down branches off the trees, and strawed them in the way. 9  And they that went before, and they that 
followed, cried, saying, Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord: 10  Blessed be the 
kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest. 11  And Jesus 
entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: and when he had looked round about upon all things, and now the 
eventide was come, he went out unto Bethany with the twelve. 
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
1  And when they came nigh to Jerusalem, unto Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount of Olives, he sendeth 
forth two of his disciples, 2  And saith unto them, Go your way into the village over against you: and as soon as 
ye be entered into it, ye shall find a colt tied, whereon never man sat; loose him, and bring him. 3  And if any 
man say unto you, Why do ye this? say ye that the Lord hath need of him; and straightway he will send him 
hither. 
 
The word Beth in the Hebrew means house, Bethany means house of dates, while Bethphage is the house of figs. 
Bethany overlooks the Garden of Gethsemane. Half way down the hill was Bethphage where the colt and ass are 
tethered. Near here is the Mount of Olives where the Lord will soon give one of his major discourses, his last before the 
Cross – the “Olivet Discourse”. 
 
Jesus sent two of his disciples into the village to obtain the traditional “royal transport” for Him to enter “in peace – as 
“Prince of Peace” into Jerusalem, in the tradition of the early kings and judges of Israel. They are also told to say certain 
things, and this is most likely a pre-arranged and secret coded message to ensure the right animal is provided with no 
fuss and at the right time.  
 
4  And they went their way, and found the colt tied by the door without in a place where two ways met; and they 
loose him. 5  And certain of them that stood there said unto them, What do ye, loosing the colt? 6  And they said 
unto them even as Jesus had commanded: and they let them go. 7  And they brought the colt to Jesus, and cast 
their garments on him; and he sat upon him. 
 
Not unexpectedly people standing near the colt in the village of Bethphage are on “look out duty” and so asked the 
disciples what they were doing. What they were doing amounted to using someone else’s transport for their own 
purposes. However on hearing that the Lord requires it they let them go. 
 
The animal, which was to transport our Lord into Jerusalem, was an unbroken colt.  This was not the best animal to use, 
as it was unbroken and likely to buck anyone trying to ride off its back, but Jesus will have no trouble, nor will the 
disciples leading it through the streets. The disciples placed their clothes on the colt and Jesus mounted the colt. The 
animal behaved well, as the Creator rode the creature into Jerusalem. 
 
8  And many spread their garments in the way: and others cut down branches off the trees, and strawed them in 
the way. 9  And they that went before, and they that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord: 10  Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the name of the Lord: 
Hosanna in the highest. 11  And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: and when he had looked 
round about upon all things, and now the eventide was come, he went out unto Bethany with the twelve. 
 
Here we have a large crowd with various elements of political and religious enthusiasts and they see him coming into the 
city in the traditional way that the early kings used to proclaim that they were coming in peace. They cut down the 
branches and spread their garments out on the road so that the colt would not walk on the road surface. 
 
They were all thinking about (bypassing or not even being aware of the necessity of the cross) seeking the crown and all 
it meant with the Millennial Reign of Messiah. Peter also did this when he told the Lord that He would not die, to which 
the Lord replied, “get thee behind me Satan”. Mark 8:33.  Satan wanted there to be no Cross – he feared its results. 
 
The crowds are looking for the removal of the Roman yoke and the restoration of an independent state, with a true “Son 
of David” as rightful King again, not a dodgy Herod. They did not want personal salvation; they wanted a political solution 
to their problems.  
 
Peter is the one giving the record here. Here we have the story of the ass. People say there are contradictions but there 
are not. We have Peter working on this Gospel with Mark. What is stated here was heard by Peter. There is a longer 
version of the chant which John records. They may have been saying different things at different stages of the entry into 
Jerusalem, and each of the disciples hears slightly different things, as they are not necessarily all walking together, and 
the various parts of the crowd are chanting different things at different times.     
 
In verses 9,10 the amplified shouts include the cry to, “save now to the uttermost parts”, or as we have it in the English 
“Hosanna in the highest”. The highest is represented by Pilate the Roman procurator, and the Chief Priests Caiaphas 
and Annas. The crowd is speaking in veiled language about the elimination of the present order and its replacement with 
the true Son of David to rule over them. 
 
These people are demanding coup d’état or revolution – but they are also quoting, or alluding to, Psalm 118. This is the 
Passover hymn where God answers the needs of man. The Psalm looks beyond the rejection of the Stone [Christ] to His 
final exaltation in the kingdom. The Romans are afflicting the Jews at this time, but removing that affliction is not the Plan 
of God at this time.  Daniel 9:24-27 makes the sad plan clear from 550 years before. 
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Psalm 118 Verses 1-16 is ignored by the crowd. Their salvation is in the hands of the Lord, but they want to take the 
power for themselves. They ignore God's timetable and say, “Save now, Save now”. It is seen that the Lord himself has 
given ample warning before this time, not to interpret this passage as the crowd has taken it. 
 
Read on in Psalm 118, verses 21- 24 and following we see that even in the Psalm itself the truth is told, the stone that is 
rejected. They are going to reject Him.   “This is the day that the Lord has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it”. This is 
the day the Lord took away our sins, and yet they don't see it. We can see what the crowd is quoting, and what they are 
not quoting. In verse 25 they are saying, “save now O Lord and send us prosperity”. 
 
The palms represent prosperity. “Blessed (prosperity and blessing) is he that comes in the name of the Lord”, but they 
then add in, “blessed be the King of Israel”. They combine this with Zechariah, and the two texts do belong together but 
not in the way that the crowd combines them. This shows that if you get your theology wrong you are in serious trouble. 
We need to rightly divide the Word of Truth. We need to cut a straight furrow, and take a straight road through the 
Scriptures – not interpret things to suit our own preconceptions. We must see and follow what God is saying not go along 
with what man is thinking. Rather than allowing the Lord to speak to them they are telling the Lord what to do. 
 
In verse 27 it says that the sacrifice will be bound to the altar. In a very similar way the Lord is going to be nailed to the 
Cross.   Here is an excellent example of the foreknowledge of God expressed in the Psalm, but in a way that Satan 
couldn't spot beforehand. You have Palm Sunday in one verse, and then a couple of verses later you have the Cross 
portrayed, and then the Second Advent.   After the resurrection it will all be clear, but until then it will not be clear. 
 
Psalm 118 Verses 28-29 - now, the crowd was not saying this to the Lord Jesus Christ. This is what should have been 
said and John and the other apostles recognised that later. The crowd is quoting from verses 25 and part of 26 indicating 
in advance what would happen. This crowd is maladjusted to the Plan of God, because like many today, they don't know 
the Plan, never having been taught it. People take a verse out of context and quote it to justify why they are doing certain 
things, rather than seeing the verses in their context and truly seeing what the Lord's plan for them and this world truly is. 
 
The Jewish people still sing Psalm 118 on an annual basis at the Feasts of Passover and Tabernacles. They pick and 
choose the verses because they still want the Lord to follow their policy. Believers today do the same thing, demanding 
what the Lord should do in their prayers, rather than seeking the Lord’s will for their lives and His Plan fulfilled. It is a 
dangerous thing to say to the Lord, “My will be done Lord”, because He might just give you things which will discipline 
you. You should seek guidance from the Lord as to what His Eternal Plan is for your life, and make your prayer requests 
in line with the real plan.  Remember Isaiah 55:7-9, Jeremiah 29:11-14. 
 
Do not ask the Lord, for example, to give you a specific person as a husband/wife; make sure that you ask for guidance 
as to the one that you should marry. He has a policy and a plan for your life, and it is our responsibility to conform with 
that policy. We are to follow Him as disciples. He has a policy for the church, and each of us in the church. Get your life 
right before Him and ask Him to show you what He wants you to do. Once you know His will, pray for strength and 
guidance so that you may be able to accomplish it. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
The cross must come before the crown! No cross, no crown, as demonstrated by the rejection of Satan’s offer of the 
kingdoms of the world in the temptation in the wilderness immediately after the baptism of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Kingdom of the regenerate is purchased only by the blood of Christ. 
 
We must get the Scriptures right. If you lead others astray in these matters you will come under huge discipline.  
 
It is of great importance to get and give straight, concise, and accurate instructions in the Christian life. 
 
The Word of God provides many areas of guidance, however specific areas need to be evaluated by prayer. We need to 
be spiritually self sustaining – and that means we walk in the filling of the Holy Spirit. 
 
See the marvellous deity of your Saviour who through all this has His eyes on the Cross; he is obedient to the Father's 
Plan for our salvation.  
 
The challenge to us in all this is to follow his example, and also be obedient to the father's plan for our lives. 
 
The only hope for freedom is in personal salvation at the cross not in political power-broking solutions. 
 
Religion always supplies the wrong answer to spiritual questions. Religion is the greatest enemy of spirituality the world 
has ever known; it is Satan’s main strategy to distract people from truth. 
 
The branches are only productive when it is in the tree. If a branch is cut off it is no longer productive. The fruit of the 
branch of a tree that has been cut off will shrivel up. Proverbs 11:28 - the people will flourish as a branch.  
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The branching of the trees is new life - Job 14:7. Branches were also used to refer to man's posterity. The Lord for 
instance is called as the rod out of the stem of Jesse. Branch is mentioned in Jeremiah 23,33, Zechariah 3, 6. It also 
talks of blessing in the Millennium- Isaiah Ch 4, Ch 60-66. 
 
PROPHECY 
 
ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM 
 
PROPHECY 
 
Zechariah 9:9 (487 BC): Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: 
behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding 
upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. 
 
The Judges of Israel, their leaders in the time before Saul was anointed king over Israel, used to ride on white asses 
(Judges 5:10). This tradition continued into the early kings, thus the Lord Jesus Christ was associating himself with the 
rulership of Israel.  Later kings rode horses but the ass was a sign that the ruler was also a servant 
 
FULFILLMENT 
 
Matthew 21:4,5 (32 AD): All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
prophet, saying, 5  Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, 
meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. 
 
Of the eight gates of the city, Jesus chose to enter by the eastern gate, the Golden Gate, which, whilst being the most 
direct entrance when coming from the Mount of Olives, was also situated below the Temple.  This entry was the first 
fulfilment of Ezekiel 43:1,2: 'Afterward he brought me to the gate, even the gate that looketh 
toward the east: And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the 
east: and his voice was like a noise of many waters: and the earth shined with his glory. 
 
The eastern gate, as all the gates and walls of Jerusalem, was destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD and was not rebuilt 
until 1535 AD when the Turks restored part of Jerusalem.  Soon after the construction Suleiman the Great sealed up the 
Golden Gate, which conforms with the prophecy of Ezekiel 44:1,2: 'Then he brought me back the way of the 
gate of the outward sanctuary which looketh toward the east; and it was shut. 2 Then said 
the Lord unto me; This gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter 
in by it; because the Lord, the God of Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it shall 
be shut. 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ will enter Jerusalem by the Golden Gate in triumph at the Second Advent. 
 
When Jesus rode into Jerusalem at his first advent he went to the Temple, much no doubt to the apprehension and 
frustration of the priests. He however fulfilled another prophecy, Malachi 3:1: Behold, I will send my 
messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the LORD, whom ye seek, shall 
suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: 
behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. 
 
Jesus the King had arrived at h is capital city on the 10th Nisan, the anniversary over some 15 centuries of the day on 
which the perfect male lamb was brought into the home to be on the 14th Nisan the sacrifice for sin. 
 
This entry, at which for the only time in his ministry he was acclaimed as the Messiah, was the end of the 69th week of 
Daniel's 70 weeks. 
 
 
 
HIS ACCLAMATION 
 
PROPHECY 
 
Psalm 118:25,26  [1000BC] Save now, I beseech thee, 0 Lord: 0 Lord, I beseech thee, send now 
prosperity. 26 Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord: we have blessed you out 
of the house of the Lord. 
 
The general populace of Jerusalem recognised the sign of the Messiah coming into the city, and waved palm branches 
to celebrate what they thought would be the imminent removal of the Roman yoke.   
 
They also strew his path with their clothes to indicate their submission. 
 
FULFILLMENT 
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John 12:12,13 (32 AD): 0n the next day much people that were come to the feast, when they 
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 Took branches of palm trees, and went forth 
to meet him, and cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of 
the Lord. 
 
Their enthusiasm soon evaporated, and within three days the populace, inflamed by agitators, were calling for the 
Messiah's death. 
 
 
DOCTRINES  
 
CHRIST:  HYPOSTATIC UNION – GOD – MAN    CHRIST:  PROPHET, PRIEST AND KING    
 
RELIGION         CHRIST:  BRANCH:  A PICTURE OF CHRIST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE SECOND TEMPLE CLEANSING AND CURSING OF THE FIG TREE 
 
MARK 11:12-26   [MATTHEW 21:12-22, LUKE 19:45-48]   see HARMONY 74-18 
 
12  And on the morrow, when they were come from Bethany, he was hungry: 13  And seeing a fig tree afar off 
having leaves, he came, if haply he might find any thing thereon: and when he came to it, he found nothing but 
leaves; for the time of figs was not yet. 14  And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of thee 
hereafter for ever. And his disciples heard it. 15  And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went into the temple, 
and began to cast out them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, 
and the seats of them that sold doves; 16  And would not suffer that any man should carry any vessel through 
the temple. 17  And he taught, saying unto them, Is it not written, My house shall be called of all nations the 
house of prayer? but ye have made it a den of thieves. 18  And the scribes and chief priests heard it, and sought 
how they might destroy him: for they feared him, because all the people was astonished at his doctrine. 19  And 
when even was come, he went out of the city. 20  And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree 
dried up from the roots. 21  And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto him, Master, behold, the fig tree which 
thou cursedst is withered away. 22  And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. 23  For verily I say 
unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and 
shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have 
whatsoever he saith. 24  Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye 
receive them, and ye shall have them. 25  And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that 
your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. 26  But if ye do not forgive, neither will 
your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
This is the first day in the Temple. The temple discourse that is recorded in the Four Gospels lasts over three days. At 
the end of each day He returns to Bethany, as the Temple area is controlled by the religious hierarchy, and they are 
seeking to kill the Lord.  He will first cleanse the temple and then give a discourse. 
 
12  And on the morrow, when they were come from Bethany, he was hungry: 13  And seeing a fig tree afar off 
having leaves, he came, if haply he might find any thing thereon: and when he came to it, he found nothing but 
leaves; for the time of figs was not yet. 14  And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of thee 
hereafter for ever. And his disciples heard it. 
 
This incident represents physically and visually the Lord Jesus Christ’s assessment of His reception as the King of Israel. 
He saw the nation as a barren fig tree; it had leaves which showed physical life but on closer inspection there was no 
fruit to back it up. The shout of welcome to the King on Palm Sunday would change to “crucify him” within a few days. 
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The statement about the figs not being present and the fact that the fig season had not yet arrived could make our Lord 
to be unreasonable in His attitude to the fig tree. People could say, “Well the fig tree had no chance of producing fruit”. 
 
We need to realise however that in the Middle East the fig trees produce early edible figs prior to the leaves appearing so 
that with leaves showing our Lord would legitimately expect to find the early figs. If no early figs were present it would 
mean that there would be no crop of figs when the main fig season arrived. The lack of figs on the tree at the time of the 
Passover clearly showed that the tree was barren; it was all show but not effective as providing produce of use in the 
form of fruit. 
 
When the Lord came to Israel there was a great show of religion, but no production of works acceptable to God. There 
was a high degree of legalism but no gracious acts.  
 
The Greek verb “phago” which is translated “eat” in verse 14 is in the optative mood, which indicates a wish. So no one 
would wish to eat of the fruit of this fig tree to the end of the age.  In effect he is saying that all will see that the tree was 
condemned as useless when Messiah came, and that assessment will be consistent until the end. 
 
The word translated forever should be translated, until the end of the age. This shows from the time of Christ until the 
Second Advent of Christ the nation Israel would not be effective in God’s work and be set aside.  Daniel had seen this, 
as had Zechariah, but there was hope.  Daniel 9:24-27, 11:29ff,  Zechariah 12:10ff,  Romans 9-11. 
 
15  And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold and 
bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves; 16  
And would not suffer that any man should carry any vessel through the temple.  
 
Jesus Christ had cleansed the Temple at the start of His ministry, and He again removes those who buy and sell in the 
Temple. The original cleansing of the Temple is given in John 2:13-22.  Now as His ministry comes to its conclusion He 
not only went into the court of the Temple and drove out those who were making money and profiteering but also forbade 
the carrying of merchandise in the Temple environs. This last feature is given only in Mark. It should be noted that the 
word in the Greek translated vessel “skeuos” also means wares or merchandise. 
 
The Lord was a strong individual who was able to overturn or turn upside down the tables of the moneychangers. The 
Greek word for overthrow is katastrepho from which we get the word catastrophe. The tables used were also used for 
banking and could therefore be purpose built for strength, rather than the standard light weight trestle table.  It is 
important that at both the start and the end of his ministry the picture of the temple sacrifices be clear and pure, for they 
spoke of him.   For just a few days the criminal element is driven out and the people see the truth as Messiah prepares 
for his becoming the Last Passover for them all. 
 
17  And he taught, saying unto them, Is it not written, My house shall be called of all nations the house of 
prayer? but ye have made it a den of thieves. 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ now refers back to Isaiah 56:7 which says, “Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and 
make them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be  accepted upon mine 
altar; for mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people”. 
 
This is again amplified from Matthew 21:13, which says, “It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; 
but ye have made it a den of thieves”. By the inclusion of all nations which is implied by the last phrase of Isaiah 56:7, 
“for all peoples”.  The Temple therefore was said to be something for the whole of humanity and not for the Jews only. 
 
It is noted that the word translated “thieves” is in fact robbers, as the Greek word “lestes” is used, rather than “kleptes”, 
the normal word used for thief. They had made this building which represents the plan of God a place for criminal and 
fraudulent activity.  It will quickly return to the full control of the High Priests and their Mafia type network, but this day it 
will be cleared out and the people will see things as they were supposed to be. 
 
18  And the scribes and chief priests heard it, and sought how they might destroy him: for they feared him, 
because all the people was astonished at his doctrine. 19  And when even was come, he went out of the city. 
 
The religious leaders resented greatly the attitude of our Lord as it threatened a very lucrative area of business for them 
as a large part of the profits of this racketeering went to them and made them extremely rich. 
 
Their desire to eliminate the Lord was however tempered by the fear of the people who revered the Lord and were 
astounded at his teaching as it was direct and unambiguous. The common people had never heard anything like it in the 
synagogues. Any attack by the religious leaders would therefore be clearly threatened by the antagonism of the crowds. 
 
As evening was falling he left the city of Jerusalem and returned to Bethany overnight. Later in the week He would stay in 
the city overnight and spend a long time praying in the Garden of Gethsemane but this was not the night. Jesus knew 
precisely when the time of His arrest was and this night was not it, but he keeps alert so that the enemy cannot stop or 
alter the plan at all.  The fact that he commuted daily to Bethany for his overnight stay is indicated in the imperfect tense 
of the verb “ekporeuomai” which indicated that it was His habit to do so.  
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20  And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots. 21  And Peter calling to 
remembrance saith unto him, Master, behold, the fig tree which thou cursedst is withered away. 
 
On the following day Peter looked at the fig tree and was amazed that it had withered so quickly from the roots. Peter 
addresses our Lord with the title Rabbi or religious teacher, and in this Peter reminds us that he is still not 100% clear 
about the Lord’s Kingship and Lordship. 
 
The withering of the tree so quickly intimated the complete removal of national life for the Jews in the near future. Within 
38 years of the Cross the nation Israel had ceased to exist.   This is exactly the same time frame that the Exodus 
Generation had to all die in!  It was a dramatic decline for a nation which was a key part of the Roman Empire to one 
which was in dispersion, its economy destroyed, having been eliminated by the Romans by August of 70 AD.  
 
At EBCWA we believe that the return of Israel to the land was predicted by Ezekiel 37 with the vision of the dry bones. 
The dry bones represent Israel in dispersion, the nation is not in the land. The nation for all intents and purposes is dead, 
lifeless with no hope. This represents Israel from 70 AD through until 1948. 
 
However the dead bones come together and their stands up a great people who are physically strong, but not spiritually 
alive and this relates to Israel in its present status where it is back in the land but still in general disbelief. This will 
continue until just before the Second Advent of Christ, where there will be a tremendous revival, Zechariah 12:10ff, and 
during the Millennium the King of the Jews will reign over a spiritually revived Israel from His capital, Jerusalem. 
 
During the temporary (now running for 1950 years from 70 AD, 1988 years from the Cross itself, and the establishment 
of the Church at Pentecost 32 AD) setting aside of Israel, the Church, made up of regenerate individuals, Jew and 
Gentile, is responsible for fruit up to the Rapture of the Church. After that the 144,000 Jewish witnesses of Revelation 
7:1-8 are the main people, with their converts, bringing the good news to the world until the Second Advent of Christ.  
 
22  And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. 23  For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall 
say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but 
shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. 24  
Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall 
have them. 
 
The mountain that Jesus is pointing to in the phrase “this mountain” is the Mount of Olives, which will be removed in the 
sense of splitting in two, and being involved with both the Mediterranean and Dead Seas. This is a promise to answered 
prayer that will take place at the Second Advent when the Lord Jesus Christ returns to save Israel from complete 
annihilation.  
 
Jesus points out the One True God is worthy of all trust, as He knows the end from the beginning and knows all our 
needs as seen in Matthew 6. With believing prayer it is possible to accomplish the humanly impossible.  Jesus made this 
promise on the basis that petitions must be in harmony with God’s will. Matthew 6:9-10, John 14:13-14, 15:7, 16:23-24, 
1 John 5:14-15. 
 
We know that with God, nothing is impossible.  Luke 1:37. 
 
25  And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven 
may forgive you your trespasses. 26  But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive 
your trespasses. 
 
The word “stand” in this verse also has the meaning of persistent prayer. Here we see the correct attitude for a 
successful prayer life. An unforgiving spirit is an example of a lack of grace to others, and in our Church Age a believer 
out of fellowship with the Lord.  A person who is unforgiving is a person who is out of step with the Lord. 
 
It is noted that verse 26 does not occur in many Bible versions. It is in fact the alternate to verse 25 and understood as 
the Jewish way of giving emphasis to the principle, that forgiveness is the heart of the Gospel, and a lack of forgiveness 
is an indication of a lack of genuine conversion. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
Apostasy has removed the opportunity of the temple being of God, and so the Lord will be the last Passover sacrifice. 
 
Jesus, by cleansing the temple, is starting at the source of the problem, as if things are not right in the temple, which is 
the heart of the city, they will not be right in Jerusalem itself.  They are not right, and the disease is fatal, and the city and 
temple will be destroyed by the Romans, to the year predicted by Daniel.   Daniel 9:24-27. 
 
Doctrine and right teaching must be clarified in the Temple before it is clarified in the streets of Jerusalem. 
 
Religion leads to rejection of Christ and finds ways of extorting money out of people. 
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Things that belong to the Lord cannot be purchased. Salvation is a free gift, not reliant on our own works. Ephesians 
2:8-12.  
 
Once the Lord Jesus Christ dies on the Cross there is no further requirement for animal sacrifices in the Temple.  
 
However the Jews continue with sacrifices, after they have rejected their king, so God eventually destroys the Temple in 
70 AD, which prevents further sacrificing by the religious and unbelieving Jews, for they have rejected the true Lamb. 
 
Once a reality has come the shadows are no longer required. The animal sacrifices are a shadow of the death of the 
Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross.  
 
We have to be very careful that we do produce fruit for our Lord. We are here as representatives of our Lord and He 
expects us to produce fruit, works undertaken in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
An unproductive life is a wasted life and will not receive the commendation of the Lord. A life that is really unproductive 
can cause our early departure from the world and withdraw from the earth under the sin unto death. 
 
While the fig tree representing Israel was removed from the prime function of God’s plan at the time of the first advent of 
the Lord Jesus Christ they will return as the centre piece of God’s plan in the Millennium. 
 
We are instructed in 1 Thessalonians 5 to pray without ceasing. We are constantly to be on praying ground and therefore 
controlled by the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Bible makes it clear that if we have unconfessed sin ion our life the Lord will not hear us. 
 
PROPHECY 
 
CLEANSING OF THE TEMPLE 
 
PROPHECY 
 
 Isaiah 56:7 (712 BC) Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my 
house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine 
altar; for mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people. 
 
Jeremiah 7:11 (600 BC):  Is this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in 
your eyes? Behold, even I have seen it, saith the Lord. 
 
This prophecy, fulfilled by the Lord Jesus Christ, was originally given by Isaiah which showed that the temple was the 
house of prayer.  Jeremiah showed that the temple would be defiled by the temple traders. 
 
FULFILLMENT 
 
Matthew 21:12,13; [32AD] And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that 
sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the 
seats of them that sold doves, 13  And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be 
called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves. 
 
Luke 19:45,46 (32AD): And he went into the temple, and began to cast out them that 
sold therein, and them that bought; 46  Saying unto them, It is written, My 
house is the house of prayer: but ye have made it a den of thieves. 
 
1. This cleansing of the temple took place in the last week before the crucifixion. 
2. Jesus, in fulfilling these prophecies, portrayed that the Lord required the correct attitude of those involved with worship 
in the temple. 
3. The unscrupulous traders had returned to the temple to make money, but Jesus states that the temple is a house of 
prayer. 
4. Within a week Jesus was going to fulfil all the temple represented (Matthew 5:17). 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
TABERNACLE       CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAITH – OVERCOMING BY FAITH  CHURCH AND ISRAEL 
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THE SANHEDRIN DEMANDS JESUS' AUTHORITY 
 
MARK 11:27-33   [MATTHEW 21:23-27, LUKE 20:1-8]   see HARMONY 74-18 
 
27  And they come again to Jerusalem: and as he was walking in the temple, there come to him the chief priests, 
and the scribes, and the elders, 28  And say unto him, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave 
thee this authority to do these things? 29  And Jesus answered and said unto them, I will also ask of you one 
question, and answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things. 30  The baptism of John, was it 
from heaven, or of men? answer me. 31  And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From 
heaven; he will say, Why then did ye not believe him? 32  But if we shall say, Of men; they feared the people: for 
all men counted John, that he was a prophet indeed. 33  And they answered and said unto Jesus, We cannot tell. 
And Jesus answering saith unto them, Neither do I tell you by what authority I do these things. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
27  And they come again to Jerusalem: and as he was walking in the temple, there come to him the chief priests, 
and the scribes, and the elders, 28  And say unto him, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave 
thee this authority to do these things? 
 
On Tuesday morning Jesus and his disciples entered Jerusalem again and were immediately confronted by the 
Sanhedrin. As guardians of Israel’s corrupt religious life they asked two questions, “What is your authority, and who gave 
it to you?”  These questions related certainly to the cleansing on the Temple and also perhaps the healing ministry of the 
Lord and very likely his cursing of the fig tree, which would have been well known, as spies were following every 
potentially “messianic group” and reporting back to both Jewish and Roman authorities, who would pay for information 
that was helpful. 
 
Their questions indicate that He had not openly stated to the crowds, or even a part of the crowd, that He was the 
Messiah, although His entry into Jerusalem riding on a colt would have been a very significant sign for those versed in 
the Scriptures.  His healings were also by this date well certified in the temple, with the lepers offering the required 
sacrifices, and thanksgiving offerings being offered every week or so.  These men do not want to believe in him, for they 
have well enough evidence to do that if they wished to.  They desire his open declaration of a “politically dangerous” 
statement by which to have the Romans kill him, and so avoid any blame to them by his followers. 
 
29  And Jesus answered and said unto them, I will also ask of you one question, and answer me, and I will tell 
you by what authority I do these things. 30  The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men? answer me. 
 
Jesus answered a question with a question, which was a common technique used by the Rabbis of the time, as seen in 
Mark 10:2,3, by answering their question with another question that they cannot answer without betraying their politics.  
“And the Pharisees came to him, and asked him; Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife? tempting him. 3  And he 
answered and said unto them, What did Moses command you?” 
 
This made His answer dependent on theirs, and if they mocked John the Baptist they would isolate themselves from the 
people and associate themselves with the family of Herod. The question was a double bind for them; for the baptisms 
performed by John the Baptist were well accepted, and Herod had killed him.  The source of authority of John was felt by 
most to be a specific prophetic gifting from God, and implied that the Lord’s authority came from the same source. 
 
The religious leader’s conclusion about John’s source of authority would determine their attitude towards Christ.  They 
considered John a fanatical nuisance, and an enthusiast who they were happy was dead, for he recalled the nation to 
spiritual revival, and they preferred life-less but controlling religion that gave them the power they wanted. 
 
31  And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say, Why then did ye not 
believe him? 32  But if we shall say, Of men; they feared the people: for all men counted John, that he was a 
prophet indeed. 
 
The religious leaders were placed in a dilemma as if they said it was from heaven they could be criticised for not 
believing John and supporting his ministry as seen in John 1:19-27. “19  And this is the record of John, when the 
Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? 20  And he confessed, and denied not; 
but confessed, I am not the Christ. 21  And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. 
Art thou that prophet? And he answered, No. 22  Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an 
answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? 23  He said, I am the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. 24  And they which were sent were of 
the Pharisees. 25  And they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, 
nor Elias, neither that prophet? 26  John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there standeth one 
among you, whom ye know not; 27  He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoe's  latchet I 
am not worthy to unloose” 
 
By saying that it was of God they would also have to say that Jesus authority was also from God, for the one affirmed the 
other. This answer while true, is unacceptable to them, because of their determined unbelief.  It is that issue that Jesus is 
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convicting them of, their sin of rejection of God’s last prophetic messenger before Messiah, and then their rejection of 
Messiah.  John 16:8-11. 
 
The alternative is that they say it was not from God, which would be false, and not acceptable to the man in the street 
who counted John as a prophet from God, as they did the Lord Jesus Christ. This would then discredit the religious 
leaders and put them under threat of being discarded or abused by the common people.   They were tolerated by the 
people, for they controlled access to the temple, and they trained and appointed the Rabbis, but rebellion against all 
authority was seething just beneath the surface of Judean society and would break out openly in 66AD.   These men 
would be murdered by the factions of the rebels in the rebellion to come, for the “Great Rebellion” of 66-70 AD was not 
just against the Romans but also against their religious-political allies amongst these very men and their families.   
 
The fact that John was seen as a man from God is also shown in Josephus - The Antiquities of the Jews Book 18 
Chapter 5 Section 2 “Now some of the Jews thought that the destruction of Herod’s army came from God, and that very 
justly, as a punishment of what he did against John that was called the Baptist, for Herod slew him who was a good man 
and commanded the Jews to exercise virtue and piety towards God.” 
 
33  And they answered and said unto Jesus, We cannot tell. And Jesus answering saith unto them, Neither do I 
tell you by what authority I do these things. 
 
Since neither option was acceptable they pleaded ignorance. As a result Jesus said that He would not answer their 
question. The attitude of these religious leaders complemented that of most of their predecessors over the years who 
had repeatedly rejected God’s messengers. The Lord brings this fact painfully home in the parable that follows in Mark 
12:1-12 [see section 132 C below] 
 
APPLICATION 
 
Religion has caused a huge amount of suffering in the history of man. 
 
Religion always leads its followers to be worried a lot about what other like minded people think.  
 
We should only be concerned with what God thinks of any situation. 
 
Leaders of religious groups will always criticise and try to eliminate the truth. 
 
In the person of the Lord Jesus Christ we have the truth and we have the word of truth. 1 Corinthians 2:16. 
 
All matters of importance should be gauged against the Word of God. 
 
It is essential to grow in the knowledge and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, but high degrees from a liberal university are 
not necessarily the hall mark for a great Christian ministry, for their teachings will undermine all evangelical ministry. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
BAPTISM    
 
HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY TO JESUS CHRIST 
 
JOHN THE BAPTIST  - HERALD 
 
LEGALISM 
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CHAPTER 12 
 
PARABLE OF THE VINEYARD 
 
MARK 12:1-12   [MATTHEW 21:33-46, LUKE 20:9-19]   see HARMONY 74-18 
 
1  And he began to speak unto them by parables. A certain man planted a vineyard, and set an hedge about it, 
and digged a place for the winefat, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country. 2  
And at the season he sent to the husbandmen a servant, that he might receive from the husbandmen of the fruit 
of the vineyard. 3  And they caught him, and beat him, and sent him away empty. 4  And again he sent unto them 
another servant; and at him they cast stones, and wounded him in the head, and sent him away shamefully 
handled. 5  And again he sent another; and him they killed, and many others; beating some, and killing some. 6  
Having yet therefore one son, his wellbeloved, he sent him also last unto them, saying, They will reverence my 
son. 7  But those husbandmen said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the 
inheritance shall be our's. 8  And they took him, and killed him, and cast him out of the vineyard. 9  What shall 
therefore the lord of the vineyard do? he will come and destroy the husbandmen, and will give the vineyard unto 
others. 10  And have ye not read this scripture; The stone which the builders rejected is become the head of the 
corner: 11  This was the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? 12  And they sought to lay hold on him, 
but feared the people: for they knew that he had spoken the parable against them: and they left him, and went 
their way. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
The Lord Jesus is not through with the Jewish authorities even if He had refused to answer their question. He now 
delivers in the form of parables stinging indictments of the religious leaders for their rejection of God’s plan. 
 
1  And he began to speak unto them by parables. A certain man planted a vineyard, and set an hedge about it, 
and digged a place for the winefat, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country. 2  
And at the season he sent to the husbandmen a servant, that he might receive from the husbandmen of the fruit 
of the vineyard. 3  And they caught him, and beat him, and sent him away empty. 4  And again he sent unto them 
another servant; and at him they cast stones, and wounded him in the head, and sent him away shamefully 
handled. 5  And again he sent another; and him they killed, and many others; beating some, and killing some. 6  
Having yet therefore one son, his wellbeloved, he sent him also last unto them, saying, They will reverence my 
son. 7  But those husbandmen said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the 
inheritance shall be our's. 8  And they took him, and killed him, and cast him out of the vineyard. 9  What shall 
therefore the lord of the vineyard do? he will come and destroy the husbandmen, and will give the vineyard unto 
others. 
 
This parable is a picture of Israel from the time of its creation by God, at the time of Abraham leaving Ur, to the 
dispersion of the Jews in 70 AD.  It picks up the history of Israel from where Psalm 78, and Daniel the prophet explained 
things, and gives the spiritual principles behind the events of history. 
 
The main players in the parable are “a certain man” – God the Father, the vineyard - which is the land of Israel, the 
husbandmen - who are the Jews, well beloved son is the Lord Jesus Christ, and the servants - prophets of various types. 
 
Here God the Father provided everything needed for the Jews to fulfil their eternal destiny, providing a land, protection, 
and the potential for being very prosperous. They were given responsibilities in relation to serving the Father’s purpose 
and were supposed to be representatives of God as they lived in the land provided by God. The hedge can be 
analogised to the Mosaic Law, which set the Jews apart from other races and following its precepts protected the nation 
Israel and preserved them as a distinct people for the Lord. 
 
The Jews were expected to be good representatives, and obedient stewards of their responsibility as “light bearers” to 
the other nations, and to produce spiritual works satisfactory to God. To this end He sent holy men such as prophets, 
judges and the like to them. But their attitude to the prophets and other representatives was that they were habitually 
mistreated, such as Jeremiah, and even killed, as was Isaiah by Manassah.  Hebrews 11:32 – 12:3. 
 
Eventually He sent the Lord Jesus Christ, his only begotten son, and the Jewish leadership has conspired to kill him 
rather than accept him. As a result God the Father will destroy the Jewish nation and disperse them, leaving the 
responsibility for His representation to a new group, the Church and then later by a future group of Jews who will respond 
in the Tribulation period. 
 
Here Jesus predicts his own rejection and death and directly implicates the religious leaders of Israel in his death as 
heatless murderers who walk in the “traditions” alright – but the traditions of the pagan kings of Israel, not the godly 
prophets.  These men will white wash the tombs of the prophets, to honour the dead, yet be happy about the murder of 
the prophets, like John the Baptist.  Matthew 23:29-39. 
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10  And have ye not read this scripture; The stone which the builders rejected is become the head of the corner: 
11  This was the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? 
 
Again quoting Psalm 118:22-23, the Lord predicts that the religious leaders will reject the Messiah. They would have no 
place for him in their plans. After His death however He would be raised from the dead and given the place of pre-
eminence by God. He would become the cornerstone of Israel as well as of the Church. It would be marvellous how the 
rejected stone would come to ultimate power. 
 
12  And they sought to lay hold on him, but feared the people: for they knew that he had spoken the parable 
against them: and they left him, and went their way. 
 
The Jewish leaders knew that Psalm 118 referred to the Messiah, and so the Lord is deliberately provoking them to 
make their decision about Him clearly and finally. They now heard the Lord Jesus Christ apply this Psalm firmly to 
Himself, and this enraged the religious leaders who wanted to eliminate this threat to their power and control. Fear of 
what the common people would do however, because of the Lord’s high standing with them made them withdraw to fight 
another day.  We note at each point in the journey to the Cross, how quietly deliberate the Lord is; He is in control at all 
points on the journey.  He will not die one day early, and yet all people involved will be fully accountable for their actions! 
 
APPLICATION 
 
Religion is never acceptable to God because it always is trying to get the blessing of God in a way that is not in 
accordance with God’s Eternal Plan. 
 
God’s plan calls for man to use the grace of God and not rely on any self-important system of legalism, ritual and good 
works that flows from the Old Sin Nature of men and women. 
 
God is patient and repeatedly offers His plan to all but rejection of that offer until the physical death of a person causes 
ultimate and total judgment. 
 
Many leaders of religious and non religious groups reject the Lord Jesus Christ as He interferes with their own way of 
doing things, and stops the self righteousness that is at the heart of all religion. 
 
They would prefer to kill any who have the truth. The legalist will always try to eliminate the person who relies on grace. 
 
The plan of God goes on irrespective of what plans man or Satan may have to try and thwart it 
 
PROPHECY 
 
CHRIST:  ISAIAH CHAPTER 53:  SUFFERING OF JESUS CHRIST 
 
Isaiah 53 is one of the most famous chapters in the Bible and portrays prophetically the sufferings of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Prophecy - 53:1 “Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?”  
 
Fulfilment - John 12:38 
 
Prophecy - 53:2  “For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form 
nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.”  
 
Fulfilment - Philippians 2:5-8 
 
Prophecy - 53:3  “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were 
our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not”  
 
Fulfilment - John 1:11, Matthew 26:38; 27:20-22, 
 
Prophecy - 53:4  “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted.” 
 
Fulfilment - Matthew 8:16, 27:41-43 
 
Prophecy - 53:5  “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.” 
 
Fulfilment - Matthew 27:26-29, Colossians 1:20, 1 Peter 2:24 
 
Prophecy - 53:6  “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all.”  
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Fulfilment - Romans 3:23, 2 Corinthians 5:21. 
 
Prophecy - 53:7  “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.” –  
 
Fulfilment - Matthew 27:12-14, 1 Peter 2:23. 
 
Prophecy - 53:8  “He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off 
out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.” 
 
Fulfilment - Luke 23:4-33, John 18:3-30 
 
Prophecy - 53:9  “And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no 
violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.” 
 
Fulfilment - Matthew 27:24, 57-60 
 
Prophecy - 53:10  “Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an 
offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.”  
 
Fulfilment - John 3:16, Romans 8:32 
 
Prophecy - 53:11  “He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous 
servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.: 
 
Fulfilment - John 19:34, Romans 4:25 
 
Prophecy - 53:12  “Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of 
many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” 
 
Fulfilment - Mark 15:27, Luke 23:34, John 19:28-31 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
DISPENSATION OF THE CHURCH 
 
ANGELS:  SATAN AND SATANIC ATTACK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONFLICT – PHARISEES AND HERODIANS 
 
MARK 12:13-17   [MATTHEW 22:15-22, LUKE 20:20-26]   see HARMONY 74-19 
 
13  And they send unto him certain of the Pharisees and of the Herodians, to catch him in his words. 14  And 
when they were come, they say unto him, Master, we know that thou art true, and carest for no man: for thou 
regardest not the person of men, but teachest the way of God in truth: Is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar, or 
not? 15  Shall we give, or shall we not give? But he, knowing their hypocrisy, said unto them, Why tempt ye me? 
bring me a penny, that I may see it. 16  And they brought it. And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and 
superscription? And they said unto him, Caesar's. 17  And Jesus answering said unto them, Render to Caesar 
the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's. And they marvelled at him. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
Despite Jesus’ warning to his Sanhedrin adversaries in the previous parable, they continued to campaign against the 
Lord. This they did by sending theologians and politicians to try and ensnare him in their conversations. The word “catch” 
means to entrap, and is in the subjunctive mood indicating that it was a potential. The word “his” in verse 13 does not 
occur in the original so the phrase could be rendered to entrap him in conversation.  They of course had rejected the key 
fact, that he was Immanuel, and no pathetic little men can entrap God! 
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Addressing the Lord as teacher they use carefully chosen remarks designed to hide their true motivation and to prevent 
Jesus from evading the difficult question. They acknowledge him as an honest and impartial teacher who does not seek 
anyone’s favour, and by flattery hope he relaxes and says what they want him to say, so an arrest can be made by 
political authorities. Here they use the phrase “Because you do not look on the face of man” which is a Hebrew 
expression found in 1 Samuel 16:7. “ But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the 
height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.”  
 
Then they asked whether it was legally permissible by God’s law to pay taxes to Caesar; an obvious rebellion inciting 
question that will enable them to use the Romans to kill him. Here they cite Deuteronomy 17:14-15. “When thou art 
come unto the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, and shalt possess it, and shalt dwell therein, and shalt 
say, I will set a king over me, like as all the nations that are about me; 15  Thou shalt in any wise set him king 
over thee, whom the LORD thy God  shall choose: one from among thy brethren shalt thou set king over thee: 
thou  mayest not set a stranger over thee, which is not thy brother”. 
 
The word translated taxes is kesnos from which we get the English word census, and referred to an annual head tax 
demanded by the Roman emperor since AD 6 when Judea became a Roman province. The tax was very unpopular with 
the Jews because it represented in a very clear way the power of Rome over Judea. The money went directly into the 
Emperor’s treasury to pay for armies to hold the Jewish people down. 
 
The silver Denarius was the only coin acceptable to the Romans and as it had pagan images on it the coin was offensive 
to the Jews. The writing on the coin was also offensive to the Jews with one side having, “Tiberius Caesar Augustus, Son 
of the Divine Augustus and on the obverse “Chief Priest”. The inscription was a result of the cult of emperor worship, 
which would grow stronger by the end of the First Century and be used as a means of persecution. 
 
To use Caesar’s coins was to acknowledge Rome’s authority, the benefit of its government, and the need to pay taxes to 
the governing body. This tax was a debt owed to Caesar, so Jesus told them to remit to Caesar that which was Caesar’s 
and added to give to God that which is God’s. The Jewish authorities would argue that they have been slaves to no-man, 
and yet the very coins they carried reminded them every day – they were slaves to Roman power. 
 
This not only could apply to the temple tax, which was the citizen’s responsibility to pay, but also to protest against the 
Roman behaviour of considering their rulers divine. Caesar was due some attention but only that which was warranted. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
Religion and power hungry people will always attack the genuine believer, for they are grace orientated, and religious 
people will always try to enforce their attitudes and power over people.  They hate grace, for they prefer fame and power! 
 
We have major responsibilities as members of various nations to respect our government and pay the taxes necessary to 
run the country. 
 
Some things belong to the national entity in which one lives but we as believers belong to God.  God has his creatures, 
while the world has its coins. 
 
God knows our motivation. It is critical in the Christian life that we have pure motives and do not scheme to bring others 
down by our duplicity.  God’s servants are to be known by their transparency and honesty. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
MONEY   GOD:  DIVINE INSTITUTIONS - NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 
 
 
 
CONFLICT - SADDUCEES 
 
MARK 12:18-27   [MATTHEW 22:23-33, LUKE20:27-40]   see HARMONY 74-19 
 
18  Then come unto him the Sadducees, which say there is no resurrection; and they asked him, saying, 19  
Master, Moses wrote unto us, If a man's brother die, and leave his wife behind him, and leave no children, that 
his brother should take his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother. 20  Now there were seven brethren: and the 
first took a wife, and dying left no seed. 21  And the second took her, and died, neither left he any seed: and the 
third likewise. 22  And the seven had her, and left no seed: last of all the woman died also. 23  In the resurrection 
therefore, when they shall rise, whose wife shall she be of them? for the seven had her to wife. 24  And Jesus 
answering said unto them, Do ye not therefore err, because ye know not the scriptures, neither the power of 
God? 25  For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as the 
angels which are in heaven. 26  And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the book of Moses, 
how in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob? 27  He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living: ye therefore do greatly err. 
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
18  Then come unto him the Sadducees, which say there is no resurrection; and they asked him, saying, 19  
Master, Moses wrote unto us, If a man's brother die, and leave his wife behind him, and leave no children, that 
his brother should take his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother. 20  Now there were seven brethren: and the 
first took a wife, and dying left no seed. 21  And the second took her, and died, neither left he any seed: and the 
third likewise. 22  And the seven had her, and left no seed: last of all the woman died also. 23  In the resurrection 
therefore, when they shall rise, whose wife shall she be of them? for the seven had her to wife.  
 
The Sadducees were the liberals and rationalists of that day, and in modern Judaism their viewpoint has become the 
majority view. They ridiculed the idea of a bodily resurrection, believing in the extinction of the soul, and living on only in 
memory. So they came to the lord with a preposterous story trying to mock and thereby dismiss the whole idea of 
resurrection and eternal life. 
 
The concept which they brought forward for consideration related back to the provision in the Mosaic law for childless 
widows in Israel. In Deuteronomy 25:5-10, in order to preserve the family name of a dead husband, and to keep their 
property in the family in the name of the prematurely deceased, the Law said that if a man died childless his brother 
should marry the widow and bring up their first son in the dead brother’s name, to preserve his name in Israel. 
 
The story they brought forward was ludicrous. They put forward the case where the widow of the oldest brother was  
married to a second brother in conformity with this law. The second brother died and subsequently she was married to a 
total of seven brothers before passing away herself. The question put was, “Who would be the husband of this woman in 
heaven?”   Fortunately Satan’s religious people don't read the text carefully, and nearly always miss the spiritual principle 
for they have no spiritual discernment. 
 
24  And Jesus answering said unto them, Do ye not therefore err, because ye know not the scriptures, neither 
the power of God? 25  For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but 
are as the angels which are in heaven. 26  And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the book 
of Moses, how in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob? 27  He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living: ye therefore do greatly err. 

 
The questioners must have thought of themselves as smart, however the Lord Jesus Christ rightly called them ignorant 
on two counts. Firstly they were ignorant of the Scriptures, and secondly they were ignorant of the power of God, which 
raises people from the dead.  In verse 25 Jesus reminds them that in heaven there is no marriage. He cites as the 
example the angels in heaven who neither marry nor are given in marriage.  These people keep thinking in terms of 
human activity like sexual life, and that simply underlines their space-time limited viewpoint. 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ then takes the Sadducees back to the Law, which they valued more than other books in the Old 
Testament. In Exodus 3:6 he reminded them of the account of Moses at the burning bush when God spoke of himself as 
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Now Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were long dead at the time that God spoke to 
Moses. The question then is put this way, ‘Yes indeed, the bodies of the patriarchs were in the grave and had been for 
centuries. God isn’t the God of the dead. How then is God the God of the living? – Only by means of eternal life.  
 
In order to receive those things promised by God to them there must be both eternal life, with the patriarchs all together 
in heaven awaiting a resurrection, as they had not received the things promised, such as the land, before they died.  For 
God to be God, HE had to keep his word, so the patriarchs must be resurrected, or the Word cannot be fulfilled, and God 
is not God.  Now the Lord is being very mischievous with these evil atheistic men, for they don't actually believe in God at 
all, but they must pretend to or face the people’s wrath.  They are caught by their own beliefs and lack of belief here! 
 
APPLICATION 
 
You cannot know the power of God unless you know the Word of God and have a living relationship with God. 
 
Marriage, which is a divine institution for the orderly function of the human race, is for time and not eternity.  
 
From this passage we get another indication of the absolute reality of physical bodily resurrection as outlined below. 
 
1.  God has made promises to the patriarchs concerning the land and concerning the Messiah. 
 
2.  These of promises were not fulfilled during their lifetimes. 
 
3.  When God spoke to Moses at the burning bush, the bodies of the patriarchs were in the grave. 
 
4.  Yet God spoke of himself as the God of them – as if they were still living.  They are – in heaven. 
 
5.  God must fulfill his promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
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6.  Therefore resurrection is an absolute necessity for God to keep His promises which from His character we know 
He will. 
 
7. The promises of God relate to physical land in the Middle East, so Israel has a destiny there, and God will fulfil 
all his covenant promises to Israel – or HE is not God!!!! 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
RESURRECTION OF OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS  ETERNITY FUTURE 
 
ANGELS       COVENANTS 
 
COVENANT:  ABRAHAMIC COVENANT  COVENANT:  PALESTINIAN COVENANT 
 
COVENANT:  DAVIDIC COVENANT   COVENANT:  NEW COVENANT 
 
 
 
 
THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT 
 
MARK 12:28-34   [MATTHEW 22:34-40]   see HARMONY 74-19 
 
28  And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had 
answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all? 29  And Jesus answered him, The first 
of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: 30  And thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first 
commandment. 31  And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none 
other commandment greater than these. 32  And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: 
for there is one God; and there is none other but he: 33  And to love him with all the heart, and with all the 
understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than 
all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. 34  And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, 
Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. And no man after that durst ask him any question. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
28  And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had 
answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all? 
 
One of the theologians is very impressed by our Lord’s clever handling of the Sadducees.  The Pharisees hated the 
Sadducees and so this theologian is smiling as he asks the next question, which these two schools differed on, as he 
hopes to get Jesus to support Pharisaic theology. He asked Jesus which was the most important commandment. It was 
an honest question by this man, and in some of the ways life’s most basic question. He was really asking for a statement 
of the chief aim of man’s existence.  
 
Traditionally the scribes spoke of 613 individual commandments of the Mosaic Law, 365 of them were negative 
commandments and 248 positive ones. While they believed all were binding they assumed a distinction between 
weightier and lighter statues and often attempted to sum up the whole rule in a single unifying command.  This man is 
seeking the Lord’s assessment of what is the most important principle of religious and moral life. 
 
29  And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one 
Lord: 30  And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 
 
In reply Jesus began by quoting from Deuteronomy 6:4,  “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord, is one”. These are 
the opening words of the Shema Y’srael, the creed which was/is recited twice daily, morning and evening by devout 
Jews.  It asserted the basis of the historic Jewish faith.  Jesus then summed up man’s responsibility to God. It is to love 
Him with the completeness of one’s being, our heart, our soul, our mind and all our strength. 
 
The areas in which one must love God relates to the whole human personality, the heart is the control centre of the 
person, the soul the self conscious life, the mind the thought capacity, and strength our bodily powers.  
 
It is noted that the Hebrew text does not mention “mind” while the Septuagint omits “heart”. That Jesus includes both 
terms stresses the comprehensive nature of the first and greatest command.   
 
31  And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other 
commandment greater than these. 
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Having dealt with a wholehearted love for God the Lord Jesus Christ now states that the second most important 
commandment is to love others as we love ourselves. The love that a person has naturally for them self is not to focus 
solely on themself, which is a constant tendency, but should be directed equally towards others.  Narcissism is just “evil” 
biblically, and godliness is “others” being seen as God made them, creatures in need of relationship with their creator, 
and our responsibility is to get people to connect with the creator. 
 
32  And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none 
other but he: 33  And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with 
all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. 34  
And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. 
And no man after that durst ask him any question. 
 
In this passage the theologian agrees whole heartedly with the Lord Jesus Christ. He calls Jesus teacher, and restates 
what he has just learned from the Lord as to the greatest commandments. He also states that loving God with all your 
heart and strength and loving your neighbour as yourself is more important than all the ritual of burnt offerings and 
sacrifices. In the book of Hebrews, God says, He will have obedience rather than sacrifice. 
 
As a result Jesus commends the theologian, telling him he is very close to having eternal life. The phrase, “Thou art not 
far from the kingdom of God”, puts it in a very Jewish format, because at this stage the gospel of the kingdom was still 
being preached and would be even after the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ. 
 
After this no one dared to try to trap the Lord Jesus Christ by asking him leading questions, for all saw that the best of the 
theologians has been silenced by his wisdom.  Given the malice of the other theologians it is good to reflect upon this 
last man, for he reminds us that some we meet are searching for truth, and have not yet given themselves over to the 
satanic viewpoint, so are without malice towards the truth.  Remember, Judas will be indwelt by Satan only at the last 
minute in the last supper, just before he leaves, for only then does he give way to malice/evil totally.  It reminds us that 
the satanic is not as powerful as it tries to pretend it is, nor is Satan able to indwell people at will; he must wait to be 
surrendered totally to!    
 
APPLICATION 
 
God is to have the supreme place in our life. No other love can be allowed to rival love for God. 
 
The command to love, calls for a free will commitment to God that is personal, comprehensive and wholehearted.  
 
We are to love God more than ourselves, and love others as much as we love ourself. This is to be the priority in a 
Christian’s life if she/he is conforming to God’s standards. 
 
People can go through religious ceremonies and put on a public display of piety without inward personal holiness. 
 
The life that really counts is concerned first with God, then with others. Material things are not mentioned. God is 
important and people are important but material things are incidentals. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  LOVE 
 
SOUL AND HUMAN SPIRIT 
 
HEART 
 
OFFERINGS:  LEVITICAL OFFERINGS REPRESENT CHRIST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE SON OF DAVID 
 
MARK 12:35-37   [MATTHEW 22:41-46, LUKE 20:41-44]   see HARMONY 74-19 
 
35  And Jesus answered and said, while he taught in the temple, How say the scribes that Christ is the son of 
David? 36  For David himself said by the Holy Ghost, The LORD said to my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I 
make thine enemies thy footstool. 37  David therefore himself calleth him Lord; and whence is he then his son? 
And the common people heard him gladly. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
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35  And Jesus answered and said, while he taught in the temple, How say the scribes that Christ is the son of 
David? 36  For David himself said by the Holy Ghost, The LORD said to my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I 
make thine enemies thy footstool. 37  David therefore himself calleth him Lord; and whence is he then his son? 
And the common people heard him gladly. 
 
In this section the Lord Jesus Christ asks another question of the disciples and possibly even of the larger group of 
followers who had gathered around him in the temple courts, which relates to the hypostatic union of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Quoting from Psalm 110:1 Jesus says, “The lord and said to my lord sit at my right hand until I make your 
enemies your footstool.”    He puts the question, “What could this mean?” 
 
The problem with the scribes and with many others of that day was that they did not comprehend the concept of the god-
man (Immanuel), the Messiah, who was to be both fully God and fully man at the same time. They could read the word in 
the Old Testament, but were baffled as to what it might mean.  Isaiah 7:14, 8:8.  As to his humanity He is David’s son as 
seen in the genealogies in Matthew 1 and Luke 3.  As to his deity he is David’s Lord. 
 
The multitude of people who were listening to this discussion greatly enjoyed what He had to say, because the 
theologians were all baffled and the people loved to see their pious, arrogant, self important men looking sheepish! 
 
APPLICATION 
 
We need to understand the hypostatic union of the Lord Jesus Christ in that He is both man and God at the same time. 
 
He is different from God in that he is man. He is different from man in that he is God. 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ is therefore the unique person of the universe being both God and man at the same time. 
 
Currently we are sitting in heavenly places in Christ at the right hand of God. We also are waiting until His enemies are 
made His footstool. 
 
It was necessary for the Lord Jesus Christ to be both truly man and truly God. He had to become a man to be able to die 
as God is eternal life and does not die.  
 
He also had to become a man to be equal to and superior to men and thus be the mediator.  
 
The other two roles that the Lord Jesus Christ performed and will continue to perform as the God man are His roles as 
King and priest. 
 
PROPHECY 
 
THE SESSION 
 
PROPHECY 
 
Psalm 110:1 (1000 BC): The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make 
thine enemies thy footstool. 
 
FULFILLMENT 
 
 Acts 2:32-36 (32 AD): This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. 33 
Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the 
promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. 34 For 
David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, 
Sit thou on my right hand, 35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool. 36 Therefore let all 
the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have 
crucified, both Lord and Christ. 
 
FULFILLMENT 
 
Mark 12:35-37 (32 AD): And Jesus answered and said, while he taught in the temple, How say the 
scribes that Christ is the son of David? 36 For David himself said by the Holy Ghost, The 
Lord said to my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool. 
37 David therefore himself calleth him Lord; and whence is he then his son? And the 
common people heard him gladly. 
 
FULFILLMENT 
 
Hebrews l:13 (32AD): But to which of the angels said he at anytime, Sit on my right hand, 
until I make thine enemies thy footstool? 
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FULFILLMENT 
 
 Hebrews 10:12,13 (32 AD): But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, 
sat down on the right hand of God;  13 From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made 
his footstool. 
 
1. The final glorification of Jesus Christ occurred when the Father asked him to sit at his right hand, the place of 
commendation, until his foes have been vanquished. 
2. With the glorification and final acceptability, the Lord Jesus Christ was now free to send the Holy Spirit to empower 
believers in the church age (John 14:16-26). 
3. Throughout history to this time, Satan had concentrated his attack on the seed of the woman, the line of the Messiah.  
However, with Christ's victory at the cross and his ascension and session, the attack of Satan now turned to individual 
believers. 
4. The right hand of God indicates: 
(a) The place of commendation (Psalm 1 10:1). 
(b) The place of intercession (Romans 8:34). 
(c) The place of highest power and richest blessing (Genesis 48:13-19). 
(d) The place of power (Psalm 11 0:5). 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
FOOTSTOOL   CHRIST : PROPHETIC PSALMS ABOUT CHRIST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JESUS EVALUATES THE PHARISEES 
 
MARK 12:38-40   [MATTHEW 23:1-12, LUKE 20:45-47]   see HARMONY 74-19 
 
38  And he said unto them in his doctrine, Beware of the scribes, which love to go in long clothing, and love 
salutations in the marketplaces, 39  And the chief seats in the synagogues, and the uppermost rooms at feasts: 
40  Which devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayers: these shall receive greater damnation. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
38  And he said unto them in his doctrine, Beware of the scribes, which love to go in long clothing, and love 
salutations in the marketplaces, 39  And the chief seats in the synagogues, and the uppermost rooms at feasts:  
 
The scribes were overtly religious, and loved the “dress up” aspects of formal religious life. They loved to parade in long 
robes that made them think they were important and made others think they were. This distinguished them from the 
common people and gave them a sanctified appearance, but it was all theatre and pretence. They loved to be greeted 
with their honorary and real titles in public places. It did something for their ego – for they valued the approval of men.  
 
They wanted to hold the place of honour in the synagogues as if their exalted physical location assisted them with 
godliness and assured them of heavenly blessing, and even a superior position in heaven to others. They not only 
wanted religious prominence but social distinction as well. They wanted the best places at feasts, where they were seen 
to be eating the best food and drinking the best wine. They were full of pride, arrogance and self importance. 
 
40  Which devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayers: these shall receive greater damnation. 
 
The Pharisees took money from the poor, from those who did not have much, such as widows. The widows in the 
ancient world were in a very vulnerable situation and almost always poverty stricken.  They pretended that the money 
they took was for the temple and the religious work, but it was actually just to make them feel important, and bought 
things to make religious observances more grand and showy, and them feel more important. 
 
They combined taking money from the poor with making long prayers with high sounding words. As teachers the scribes 
and Pharisees will receive greater condemnation at the last judgment, because those with greater knowledge are held 
more accountable by God, for they had great responsibility before the Lord to proclaim the truth. James 3:1. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
The Lord is more severe on the leaders of Israel because of their responsibilities before God.  
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If you are in a leadership position you will be doubly blessed as you exercise your stewardship properly before the Lord, 
but will receive double discipline if you lead people astray.  
 
The great problem in leadership is pride and its associated sins. As a leader you may think of yourself as superior to the 
common believers you teach, but as we have seen the Lord’s standard is “servant leadership” – Matthew 20:20-28.  
 
However there is equality in the body of Christ and the leader should not only be a minister to all but be their servant. 
 
We have great equality but there is also diversity of gifts. Position in an assembly does not denote deeper spirituality. 
You are either spiritual or carnal. 
 
The more mature one becomes as a Christian, the more one should be aware of your servanthood. 
 
DOCTRINES 
 
SABBATH AND THE LORD'S DAY    CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SERVICE 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SERVICE – MODEL SERVANT 
 
 
 
THE WIDOWS MITE 
  
MARK 12:41-44   [LUKE 21:1-4]   see HARMONY 74-19 
 
41  And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast money into the treasury: and many 
that were rich cast in much. 42  And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a 
farthing. 43  And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor 
widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury: 44  For all they did cast in of their 
abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
41  And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast money into the treasury: and many 
that were rich cast in much. 
 
As the disciples walk out of the teaching area in the temple (Solomon’s Porch) and go by and pause opposite the 
treasury, and the Lord watches the givers for a time, and they see many of the wealthy people casting money into the 
treasury.  They give much, however, as much as they give, it is only a portion of their wealth. They do not give to the 
point where it affects them at all, or hurts them in any way. Also they gave in a way that was showy, loud and designed to 
attract favorable attention by the crowds in the courtyards. 
 
42  And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing. 43  And he called 
unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than 
all they which have cast into the treasury: 44  For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did 
cast in all that she had, even all her living. 
 
From the position where he was teaching in the Porch of Solomon, where He conducted His public teaching, Jesus 
entered the court of the women. Against the wall of this court were thirteen trumpet shaped collection receptacles for 
receiving worshiper’s freewill offerings and contributions. 
 
From the vantage point opposite one of these receptacle Jesus was observing the Passover crowd putting their money 
into the temple treasury.  All the wealthy made a great show of giving to appear important and holy, however as they 
watched, along came a widow who was only able to give two mites, which was the legal minimum that the treasury would 
accept.  
 
Jesus knows who she is and says that she has spent her entire living, meaning she has saved this meagre amount, and 
it is literally all she had at this point, and her giving this meant she has to trust God to provide for her daily needs. 
 
As the Gospel of Mark was written primarily to the Romans, Mark stated the value of the mites in terms of Roman 
coinage, namely as a fraction of a penny or denarius. The offering was very small, but to God very significant for God 
does not see what we give in absolute terms, but in terms that are relevant to what we have. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
The wealthy people are characterized by their external wealth and giving but the poor person, the widow, has fulfilled the 
internal demands of the Law. 
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We are not to give out of tradition, we are to give ourselves recognising that all that we are belongs to Him. We are His 
servants. 
 
The Lord wants obedience rather than ritual. He views our giving on the basis of motivation not amount. This gives great 
encouragement to those who have a few material possessions, but a great desire to give to Him.   
 
DOCTRINES 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE:  GIVING 
 
POVERTY 
 


