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Introduction

Throughout history God has given 
every individual a chance to accept His 
eternal plan of salvation, Sadly, most 
people have rejected it and so will 
suff er forever.

Thus, accepting Jesus Christ as your own 
personal Saviour is the most signifi cant 
decision you could ever make during 
your lifetime. Instead of being destined 
for hell, you will now spend eternity with 
the Lord Jesus Christ. No longer living 
life in vain, now you have a reason to 
live with eternal results. The emptiness 
inside has been fi lled by Him.

The devil also knows of your new life in 
Jesus Christ. His desire for you to reject 
God's salvation is no longer in eff ect. 
However, he now will exert every eff ort 
to keep you from growing close to God 
and fulfi lling God's plan for your life.

These discipleship lessons are designed 
to help you begin your new life in Jesus 
Christ. They are to help you understand 
what your relationship to God is, how 
to communicate with Him, how to 
apply basic Bible principles to your life, 
and how your life can be an infl uential 
witness and testimony of God's grace.

Whether you just got saved or have 
been a Christian for years, understanding 
these principles will help establish a 
solid foundation in your life whereby 
you can learn to enjoy a victorious life 
in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Our sincere prayer for you is that these 
lessons might help you grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

•
If you do not have a Bible be advised 

that Bible verses referred to in this 

booklet are included in the side 

panels.

•

Instructions

1.  Read through the study fi rst.

2.  Answer the Questions.

3. Key Memory Verse. Learn your memory verse throughout the study.
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NOTES :

❺ THE WORD OF GOD

“What is the Signifi cance of the Bible in My Life?”

What separates Christianity from any “religion” in the world is its claim to an absolute 
written authority from God. Having the word of God is essential to a Christian’s growth 
in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. The standards by which a Christian is to 
govern his life in every detail are found in the pages of the word of God.
The purpose of this lesson is to acquaint the new Christian with the basics of the 
Bible and how it relates to his everyday life, so he can begin to understand how its 
principles are to guide every facet of his walk with Jesus Christ.

1. THE WORD OF GOD IS ACTIVE IN SALVATION

 A.  1 Peter 1:23 says a man is born again “BY THE WORD OF GOD.” The word of 
God is the agent which brings about the new birth.

 B.  Ephesians 2:8-9 says. “For by grace you have been saved through faith”. 
Romans 10:17 says, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing BY THE 
WORD OF GOD.”

 C. James 1:21 says the word of God is, ”... Able to save your souls.”
 D. Paul’s summary of the gospel contains four parts in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4.
  1. Jesus Christ died for our sins.
  2. Was buried.
  3. Rose from the dead.
  4. ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES.
 E.  You must believe what the Bible says about sin, your condition, and God’s plan 

of salvation in order to be saved.

2.  SINCE YOU ARE SAVED BY THE WORD OF GOD, IT MUST BE YOUR ABSOLUTE, 

INFALLIBLE GUIDE TO TELL YOU HOW TO LIVE.  To illustrate : 

 A.  Every major purchase (car, appliance, etc.) Is accompanied by an owner’s 
manual which tells you how to operate it. If you don’t go by the book, it 
won’t work.

 B.  The Bible is God’s “owner’s manual” for your life. God would not save you and 
call you to service without clear, exact directions; but you must “go by the 
book.”

3. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE WORD OF GOD FOR A CHRISTIAN?

 A.  The word of God equips you for service, “That the man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Ephesians 6:10-18

1 PETER 1:23 

Having been born again, not of corruptible 
seed but incorruptible, through the word of 
God which lives and abides forever.

1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-4

Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the 
gospel which I preached to you, which also 
you received and in which you stand.
By which also you are saved, if you hold fast 
that word which I preached to you—unless 
you believed in vain.
For I delivered to you fi rst of all that which 
I also received: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures.
And that He was buried, and that He 
rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures.

2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profi table for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness.
That the man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.

EPHESIANS 6:10-18

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord 
and in the power of His might.
Put on the whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil.
For we do not wrestle against fl esh and 
blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness 
of this age, against spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places.
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, 
that you may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all, to stand.
Stand therefore, having girded your waist 
with truth, having put on the breastplate 
of righteousness.
And having shod your feet with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace.
Above all, taking the shield of faith with 
which you will be able to quench all the 
fi ery darts of the wicked one.
And take the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God.
Praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit, being watchful 
to this end with all perseverance and 
supplication for all the saints.
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 B.  The word of God sustains you. This is illustrated in the Bible as “spiritual food.” 
See Job 23:12 and Jeremiah 15:16. It is a complete and balanced diet.

  1. Milk   1 Peter 2:2
  2. Honey  Psalm 119:103; Proverbs 16:24
  3. Apples  Proverbs 7:2; 25:11
  4. Bread  Luke 4:4 
  5. Water  Isaiah 55:10-11; Ephesians 5:26
  6. Meat  Hebrews 5:12-14; 1 Corinthians 3:1-2
  7. Vegetables Psalm 78:24
 C.  The word of God keeps you clean to please God. 

Psalm 119:9-11; John 15:3

4. IS THE BIBLE COMPLETELY RELIABLE?

 A.  It is more sure than the audible voice of God. This is a very critical point. It 
must be understood that all “experiences” are to be judged by an infallible 
standard which is greater than any experience. Peter said the word of God 
was MORE SURE than the physical appearance and audible voice of God. See 
2 Peter 1:16-21 compared with Matthew 17:1-9 

 B.  The universe was created by the spoken word of God. 
Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6; Genesis 1:3

JOB 23:12

I have not departed from the 
commandment of His lips;
I have treasured the words of His mouth
More than my necessary food.

JEREMIAH 15:16

Your words were found, and I ate them,
And Your word was to me the joy and 
rejoicing of my heart.

1 PETER 2:2

As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of 
the word, that you may grow thereby.

PSALM 119:103

How sweet are Your words to my taste,
Sweeter than honey to my mouth!

PROVERBS 16:24

Pleasant words are like a honeycomb,
Sweetness to the soul and health to the 
bones. 

PROVERBS 7:2

Keep my commands and live,
And my law as the apple of your eye. 

PROVERBS 25:11

A word fi tly spoken is like apples of gold in 
settings of silver.  

LUKE 4:4

But Jesus answered him, saying, “It is 
written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word of God.’”

ISAIAH 55:10-11

“For as the rain comes down, and the snow 
from heaven,
And do not return there,
But water the earth,
And make it bring forth and bud,
That it may give seed to the sower
And bread to the eater,
So shall My word be that goes forth from My 
mouth;
It shall not return to Me void,
But it shall accomplish what I please,
And it shall prosper in the thing for which I 
sent it.

EPHESIANS 5:26

That He might sanctify and cleanse her with 
the washing of water by the word.

HEBREWS 5:12-14 

For though by this time you ought to be 
teachers, you need someone to teach you again 
the fi rst principles of the oracles of God; and 
you have come to need milk and not solid food.
For everyone who partakes only of milk is 
unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he 
is a babe. 
But solid food belongs to those who are of full 
age, that is, those who by reason of use have 
their senses exercised to discern both good and 
evil.

1 CORINTHIANS 3:1-2

And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to 
spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in 
Christ.  I fed you with milk and not with solid 
food; for until now you were not able to receive 
it, and even now you are still not able.

PSALM 78:24

Had rained down manna on them to eat, And 
given them of the bread of heaven.

PSALM 119:9-11

How can a young man cleanse his way?
By taking heed according to Your word.
With my whole heart I have sought You;
Oh, let me not wander from Your 
commandments!
Your word I have hidden in my heart,
That I might not sin against You.

JOHN 15:3

You are already clean because of the word 
which I have spoken to you.

2 PETER 1:16-21   

For we did not follow cunningly devised fables 
when we made known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were 
eyewitnesses of His majesty. 
For He received from God the Father honor and 
glory when such a voice came to Him from 
the Excellent Glory: “This is My beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased.” 
And we heard this voice which came from 
heaven when we were with Him on the holy 
mountain.
And so we have the prophetic word confi rmed, 
which you do well to heed as a light that shines 
in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts; 
Knowing this fi rst, that no prophecy of Scripture 
is of any private interpretation,
For prophecy never came by the will of man, 
but holy men of God spoke as they were moved 
by the Holy Spirit.

MATTHEW 17:1-9

Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, 
and John his brother, led them up on a high 

mountain by themselves;
And He was transfi gured before them. His face 
shone like the sun, and His clothes became as 
white as the light.
And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to 
them, talking with Him.
Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Lord, 
it is good for us to be here; if You wish, let us 
make here three tabernacles: one for You, one 
for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
While he was still speaking, behold, a bright 
cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a 
voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is 
My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
Hear Him!”
And when the disciples heard it, they fell on 
their faces and were greatly afraid.
But Jesus came and touched them and said, 
“Arise, and do not be afraid.”
When they had lifted up their eyes, they saw 
no one but Jesus only.
Now as they came down from the mountain, 
Jesus commanded them, saying, “Tell the vision 
to no one until the Son of Man is risen from 
the dead.”

HEBREWS 11:3

By faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God, so that the things 
which are seen were not made of things which 
are visible.

PSALM 33:6

By the word of the LORD the heavens were 
made,
And all the host of them by the breath of His 
mouth.

GENESIS 1:3

Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 
was light.



PAGE 3

NOTES :

5. HOW DO I LEARN THE BIBLE?

 A.  The Holy Spirit of God will lead and guide you into all truth. God may use other 
instruments to aid in teaching (books, tapes, preachers, etc.) But ultimately, 
truth is revealed by the Holy Spirit. John 14:26; John 16:13-15

 B.  The Bible is learned by comparing scripture with scripture, relying on God’s 
Spirit to teach you and not your own natural intellect. “The natural man does 
not receive the things of the Spirit of God.” 1 Corinthians 2:9-16

6. A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE BIBLE.

 A. A total of 66 books.
 B. Written by more than 40 authors.
 C. Written over a time span of about 2,000 years.
 D. Totally accurate in matters of history and prophecy.
 E. Not one contradiction.
 F. Fits together perfectly as if written by one man.
 G.  THE MIDDLE OF THE BIBLE is Psalm 118:8. “It is better to trust in the Lord than 

to put confi dence in man.” The middle two words in that verse are “the Lord.” 
The Lord is the centre of the Bible.

7. READ THIS FAMOUS QUOTE CONCERNING THE BIBLE:

  “The Bible contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the 
doom of sinners, and the happiness of believers. Its doctrines are holy, its precepts 
are binding, its histories are true, and its decisions are immutable.

  Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, and practice it to be holy. It contains light 
to direct you, food to support you, and comfort to cheer you. It is the traveller’s 
map, the pilgrim’s staff , the pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword, and the Christian’s 
charter.

  Here paradise is restored, heaven opened, and the gates of hell disclosed. Christ 
is its grand subject, our good its design, and the glory of God its end. It should 
fi ll the memory, rule the heart, and guide the feet.

  Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully. It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory, 
and a river of pleasure. It is given to you in life, will be open at the judgment, and 
be remembered forever. It involves the highest responsibility, rewards the greatest 
labour, and condemns all who trifl e with its holy contents.”

8.  YOU DID NOT LOSE YOUR PHYSICAL NATURE AT THE TIME OF YOUR 

SPIRITUAL BIRTH

 A. Where should I start reading?

   As a young Christian, focus on the primary places which deal with your new 
relationship with your Heavenly Father. The Gospel of John, the Epistle of 1 
John and Psalm 119 are excellent places to begin.

  1.  The Gospel of John is written that you might believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. John 20:31

  2.   The Epistle of 1 John is written that you might have complete assurance 
of salvation. 1 John 5:13

  3.   Psalm 119 is the greatest chapter in the Bible on a man’s love for the word 
of God.

JOHN 14:26

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in My name, He will 
teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all things that I said to you.

JOHN 16:13-15

However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has 
come, He will guide you into all truth; for 
He will not speak on His own authority, but 
whatever He hears He will speak; and He 
will tell you things to come.
He will glorify Me, for He will take of what 
is Mine and declare it to you.
All things that the Father has are Mine. 
Therefore I said that He will take of Mine 
and declare it to you.

1 CORINTHIANS 2:9-16

But as it is written:
“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,
Nor have entered into the heart of man
The things which God has prepared for 
those who love Him.”
But God has revealed them to us through 
His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, 
yes, the deep things of God.
For what man knows the things of a man 
except the spirit of the man which is in him? 
Even so no one knows the things of God 
except the Spirit of God.
Now we have received, not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who is from God, that 
we might know the things that have been 
freely given to us by God.
These things we also speak, not in words 
which man’s wisdom teaches but which 
the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual 
things with spiritual.
But the natural man does not receive the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him; nor can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned.
But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet 
he himself is rightly judged by no one.
For “who has known the mind of the LORD 
that he may instruct Him?” But we have the 
mind of Christ.

JOHN 20:31

But these are written that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that believing you may have life in 
His name.

1 JOHN 5:13

These things I have written to you who 
believe in the name of the Son of God, that 
you may know that you have eternal life, 
and that you may continue to believe in the 
name of the Son of God.
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 B. What if I fi nd something I don’t understand?

  1.  Don’t get upset about it, God will reveal it to you in time - when you are 
ready. John 16:12

  2.  Be sure you live what you do understand. God will not give you more than 
you are capable of handling. As you put into practice the things you are 
learning, God will entrust you with more.

■  Questions

1.   The word of God is active in our salvation. Briefl y explain how the following verses 
apply to this.

 A. 1 Peter 1:23

 B. Romans 10:17

 C. James 1:21

2. What are the four key elements of the gospel according to 1 Corinthians 15:1-4?

 A.

 B.

 C.

 D.

3. What are the major purposes of the word of God in the Christian’s life?

 A.

 B.

 C.

4.  From 2 Timothy 3:16-17, we understand that all scripture is profi table for the 
following:

 A.

 B.

 C.

 D.

5.  The Bible is likened to God’s “owner’s manual” for your life. Briefl y explain why this 
is.

JOHN 16:12

“I still have many things to say to you, but 
you cannot bear them now.
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6.  Your physical body needs food in order to function properly. Your spiritual body 
needs food also. Give two scripture references that show us this.

 A.

 B.

7.  According to 2 Peter 1:16-21, the Bible is MORE _______ than the ______________ 
_____________ of God.  The Bible judges all of man’s _______________ because 
it is an INFALLIBLE ______________

8.  According to Genesis 1 and 2, man’s theory of evolution is a lie. What do we learn 
from the following verses regarding this subject?

 A. Hebrews 11:3

 B. Psalm 33:6

9.   We learned from lesson #4 that the _________  _________ guides us into all truth. 
The Bible is also learned by _________ scripture with _________ and depending 
on God’s Spirit to teach you.

10.  According to 1 Corinthians 2:9-16, why can’t unsaved people properly understand 
what the Bible teaches?

11.   The middle of the Bible is ___________________. It is no coincidence that the 
middle two words of this verse are ”__________ __________“.

12.  Briefl y explain the primary purpose of this lesson.

■  KEY MEMORY VERSES: 2 Peter 1:21: Psalm 119:9: 2 Timothy 3:16-18 

NOTE: Many popular attitudes are about the Bible are:

1.  The Bible is just another religious book written by men.

2.  The Bible can only be understood by the “clergy” or by years of formal education.

3.  In order to understand the true meanings of the scripture, you must study Greek 
and Hebrew.

From the Bible principles taught in this lesson, you should understand that these 
attitudes are wrong, and why,

● Write any questions you may have concerning the subjects in this lesson.

2 PETER 1:16-21   

Prophecy never came by the will of man, 
but holy men of God spoke as they were 
moved by the Holy Spirit.

PSALM 119:9

How can a young man cleanse his way?
By taking heed according to Your word.

2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profi table for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness.
That the man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.
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NOTES :

“How Important is Prayer in My Life?”

Someone once said that a Christian is only as strong as his prayer life. There is a 
great deal of truth in this because prayer is simply your direct communication to 
God. When you read the Bible, God speaks to you; and when you pray, you speak 
to God. Your personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ cannot grow without 
proper communication.
The purpose of this lesson is to acquaint the individual with the basics of a proper 
prayer life so that these lines of communication can be open and eff ective in his life. 

1. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF PRAYER?

 A.  It is NOT to move God for you or change His mind; it is for you to be conformed 
to His will. 

 B. A proper prayer life results in peace of heart and mind. Philippians 4:6-7
 C. To draw you close to God so He can prove His suffi  ciency for every need.
  1.  God is active in every detail of your life, and He knows exactly what you 

need even before you ask. Matthew 6:8
  2.  God allows needs to come into your life so He can draw you to Him to 

meet with Him. Psalm 50:15
  3.  The most dangerous time in your life is when every single need is met, 

and you have need of nothing – including God. Revelation 3:16-17.
  4.  God uses those needs to draw you to a place where He can bless you and 

reveal to you that your only real need is simply the Lord Jesus Christ and 
His grace. The classic example of this tremendously important principle is 
Paul’s thorn in the fl esh. 2 Corinthians 12:7-10

  5.  This is why it is absolutely essential to give thanks for everything, including 
and especially the needs and diffi  cult times of your life. 1 Thessalonians 5:18

  6.  That is also why it is absolutely essential to develop a consistent prayer 
attitude where your fi rst reaction in a diffi  cult moment is to go to God in 
prayer. 1 Thessalonians 5:17

2. HOW DO I PRAY?

 A.  First, Romans 8:26-27 makes it clear that we don’t always know how to pray 
or what to pray for. That is why the Holy Spirit who lives inside you intercedes 
for you in prayer.

 B. But there are some basic guidelines.
  1.  Pray always — develop a Iifestyle of prayer. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 [pray 

without ceasing]; Luke 18:1

PHILIPPIANS 4:6-7

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known to God;
and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.

MATTHEW 6:8

Therefore do not be like them. For your 
Father knows the things you have need of 
before you ask Him.

PSALM 50:15

Call upon Me in the day of trouble;
I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.

REVELATION 3:16-17

So then, because you are lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out 
of My mouth. Because you say, ‘I am rich, 
have become wealthy, and have need of 
nothing’—and do not know that you are 
wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked.

2 CORINTHIANS 12:7-10

And lest I should be exalted above measure 
by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn 
in the fl esh was given to me, a messenger of 
Satan to buff et me, lest I be exalted above 
measure.
Concerning this thing I pleaded with the 
Lord three times that it might depart from 
me.
And He said to me, “My grace is suffi  cient 
for you, for My strength is made perfect 
in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will 
rather boast in my infi rmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me.
Therefore I take pleasure in infi rmities, in 
reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in 
distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong.

1 THESSALONIANS 5:18

In everything give thanks; for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

1 THESSALONIANS 5:17

Pray without ceasing.

ROMANS 8:26-27 

Likewise the Spirit also helps in our 
weaknesses. For we do not know what we 
should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 
Himself makes intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered. Now 
He who searches the hearts knows what 
the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes 
intercession for the saints according to the 
will of God.

LUKE 18:1

Then He spoke a parable to them, that men 
always ought to pray and not lose heart.

❻ PRAYER
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  2.  Don’t repeat the same words over and over. Matthew 6:7

  3.  Talk to the Lord as a friend. He is your friend! John 15:13-14; Exodus 33:11; 
Proverbs 18:24

  4.  Realize that you have DIRECT access to God personally. You do not need 
to go through any man to talk to God. 1 Timothy 2:5; Ephesians 2:18

 C.  Be sure to keep your basic relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ proper. There 
are some things in your life which will hinder your prayers.

  1. Unconfessed sin. Isaiah 59:1-2; Psalm 66:18

  2. An unforgiving spirit. Matthew 6:14-15

  3. Bitterness toward your mate (as well as others). 1 Peter 3:7

  4. Not asking. James 4:2

  5. Asking with selfi sh or other wrong motives. James 4:3; Proverbs 21:13

  6. Insensitivity to the word of God. Proverbs 28:9

3. THERE ARE FOUR BASIC TYPES OF PRAYER. 1 Timothy 2:1

 A.  Supplication – specifi c requests. Philippians 4:6 says to “... Let your requests be 
made known to God.”  Too many prayers are wasted because they are so general.

  For example: “God pIease give me a blessing.”

  “Which one? How do you want me to bless you?”

 B.  Prayers – This is the summation; the term used to classify all communication 
with God.

 C.  Intercessions – prayers for others. This is important to keep your motives pure 
and keep your selfi sh eyes off  yourself.

 D.  Giving of thanks – Psalm 100:4 makes it clear that we enter the presence of 
God through thanksgiving and praise.

4. KEEP TRACK OF YOUR PRAYER REQUESTS.

 A.  Making a list will help you remember what to pray for. Otherwise your prayer 
life will not be consistent.

 B.  Keeping a list of answered prayers is tremendously important to reinforce our 
faith in God’s ability to answer prayer.

MATTHEW 6:7

And when you pray, do not use vain 
repetitions as the heathen do. For they 
think that they will be heard for their many 
words.

JOHN 15:13-14

Greater love has no one than this, than to 
lay down one’s life for his friends.
You are My friends if you do whatever I 
command you.

EXODUS 33:11 

So the LORD spoke to Moses face to face, 
as a man speaks to his friend. And he 
would return to the camp, but his servant 
Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, did 
not depart from the tabernacle.

PROVERBS 18:24

A man who has friends must himself be 
friendly,
But there is a friend who sticks closer than 
a brother. 

1 TIMOTHY 2:5

For there is one God and one Mediator 
between God and men, the Man Christ 
Jesus.

EPHESIANS 2:18

For through Him we both have access by 
one Spirit to the Father.

ISAIAH 59:1-2

Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, 
that it cannot save; nor His ear heavy, that 
it cannot hear.
But your iniquities have separated you 
from your God; and your sins have hidden 
His face from you, so that He will not hear.

PSALM 66:18

If I regard iniquity in my heart,
The Lord will not hear.

MATTHEW 6:14-15

For if you forgive men their trespasses, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you.
But if you do not forgive men their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses.

1 PETER 3:7

Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with 
understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to 
the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together 
of the grace of life, that your prayers may not 
be hindered.

JAMES 4:2

You lust and do not have. You murder and 
covet and cannot obtain. You fi ght and war. 
Yet you do not have because you do not ask.

JAMES 4:3

You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures.

PROVERBS 21:13

Whoever shuts his ears to the cry of the poor
Will also cry himself and not be heard. 

PROVERBS 28:9

One who turns away his ear from hearing the 
law, Even his prayer is an abomination. 

1 TIMOTHY 2:1

Therefore I exhort fi rst of all that supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be 
made for all men.

PHILIPPIANS 4:6-7

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let 
your requests be made known to God;
and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.

PSALM 100:4

Enter into His gates with thanksgiving,
And into His courts with praise.
Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.
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5. BASIC QUESTIONS.

 A. Does God answer all my prayers?
   Yes, but not always the way you may want Him to, or at the time you want 

Him to. As we learned in lesson one, God is your Heavenly Father and all His 
ways are perfect. There will be times when in His infi nite wisdom, the best 
answer to prayer will be “NO” or “NOT YET”. In those times, simply trust Him.

 B. How important is it to pray for others?
  1.  Paul prayed for others continually, (Romans 1:9) and requested prayer on 

many occasions. Hebrews 13:18; 2 Thessalonians 3:1
  2.  SamueI said it was a sin against God not to pray for others. 1 Samuel 12:23
  3.  An example of eff ectual prayer for others is how a preacher from England 

named George Mueller prayed for the salvation of several people for up 
to 60 years. When he died, some were still unsaved. However, there were 
some saved at his funeral, and many others were saved within the next 
year.

  4.  Keep at it. The full results of your prayers will never be known completely 
in this life.

■  Questions

1. What is something prayer does NOT accomplish?

2. What is the result of a good prayer life?

3.  Prayer keeps you close to God so He can prove His suffi  ciency for your every need. 
What do the following verses teach us about God and our needs?

 A. Matthew 6:8

 B. Psalm 50:15

4.  Give the situation that is most dangerous for a Christian to be in.

5.  According to 1 Thessalonians 5:18, we are to give thanks for everything. This 
includes the _________ and ___________  of our lives.

6.  What should be your fi rst reaction in a tough situation?

ROMANS 1:9

For God is my witness, whom I serve with 
my spirit in the gospel of His Son, that 
without ceasing I make mention of you 
always in my prayers.

HEBREWS 13:18

Pray for us; for we are confi dent that we 
have a good conscience, in all things 
desiring to live honorably.

2 THESSALONIANS 3:1

Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word 
of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorifi ed, 
just as it is with you.

1 SAMUEL 12:23

Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that 
I should sin against the LORD in ceasing to 
pray for you; but I will teach you the good 
and the right way.
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7.  There are some primary principles concerning prayer. Briefl y explain them from 
the following verses.

 A. 1 Thessalonians 5:17

 B. Matthew 6:7

 C. Exodus 33:11

8.  List the attitudes that will interfere with your prayer life.

 A.

 B.

 C.

 D.

 E.

 F.

9. What are two ways that help you keep your prayer requests in order?

 A.

 B.

10.  God answers your prayers, but not always the way you expect. His answer will 
sometimes be _______ or ________ ________.

11.  Man is instructed not to pray to idols or to other men. Explain 1 Timothy 2:5 in 
light of this truth.

12.  Briefl y explain the primary purpose of this lesson.
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■  KEY MEMORY VERSES:  1 Timothy 2:5 
Psalm 66:18
1 Thessalonians 5:18

NOTE: In many churches today, some popular teachings are:

 1.  Man should pray to idols, saints or other men.

 2.  If you pray long enough or hard enough, God will change His mind and do 
what you want.,

 3.  The best prayers are those which have been written by others and are just “said” 
by you.

 4.  Prayer must be at a set time in a set format.

From the Bible principles taught in this lesson, you should understand that these 
teachings are false, and why.

● Write any questions you may have concerning the subjects in this lesson.

1 TIMOTHY 2:5

For there is one God and one Mediator 
between God and men, the Man Christ 
Jesus.

PSALM 66:18

If I regard iniquity in my heart,
The Lord will not hear.

1 THESSALONIANS 5:18

In everything give thanks; for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you.
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“How Do I Find God’s Will For My Life?”

A famous preacher once said that a successful man is a man who fi nds out what 
God wants him to accomplish with his life and then fulfi lls it. That is a very profound 
statement. The true measure of a man’s success is not his social status or bank account, 
or his infl uence and fame. It is simply doing what God wants him to do.
The purpose of this lesson is to give the individual a clear understanding of what the 
will of God is, as revealed in the Bible, so he can begin to accomplish those things 
God would have him to accomplish.

1. WHAT THE WILL OF GOD IS NOTNOT :

 A.  The will of God is not physical, but spiritual. It is never connected with a set 
of rules, a geographical location, or a specifi c ministry.

 B.  The will of God is not to be confused with the plan of God for your life. God 
has a specifi c plan for your life individually, and only God can give you all the 
details regarding it because it is HIS plan for you, not any man’s.

2.  THERE ARE TWO ASPECTS TO THE WILL OF GOD, HIS PERMISSIVEPERMISSIVE WILL, 

AND HIS DIRECTIVEDIRECTIVE WILL,

 A. The permissive will of God.
  1.  It must be clearly understood that God allows things to happen He does 

not approve of in order to accomplish some larger purpose. Examples are 
abundant, both in and out of scripture.

   A.  Paul’s trip to Jerusalem – Acts 21:4-14. God warned him three times 
not to go, but then allowed him to go to teach him obedience, and 
ultimately to get him to Rome.

   B.  Adolf Hitler – God certainly did not approve of him murdering six million 
of His chosen people, but allowed it as the beginning of the restoration 
of the Jews and to return them to their homeland.

   C.  1 Peter 3:15-18 – God allows suff ering in the lives of His children to 
perfect them although He would clearly prefer that they not have to 
suff er.

  2.  Man has a free will. God will not force anyone to do anything. God off ers 
salvation and lays down the principles for a godly life; but if a man exercises 
the free will God has given him and rejects it, God permits that man’s free 
will to be exercised, and the man suff ers the consequences.

ACTS 21:4-14

And fi nding disciples,we stayed there seven 
days. They told Paul through the Spirit not 
to go up to Jerusalem. When we had come 
to the end of those days, we departed and 
went on our way; and they all accompanied 
us, with wives and children, till we were out 
of the city. And we knelt down on the shore 
and prayed. When we had taken our leave 
of one another, we boarded the ship, and 
they returned home.
And when we had fi nished our voyage 
from Tyre, we came to Ptolemais, greeted 
the brethren, and stayed with them 
one day. On the next day we who were 
Paul’s companions departed and came to 
Caesarea, and entered the house of Philip 
the evangelist, who was one of the seven, 
and stayed with him. Now this man had 
four virgin daughters who prophesied. And 
as we stayed many days, a certain prophet 
named Agabus came down from Judea. 
When he had come to us, he took Paul’s 
belt, bound his own hands and feet, and 
said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘So shall the 
Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who owns 
this belt, and deliver him into the hands of 
the Gentiles.’”
Now when we heard these things, both we 
and those from that place pleaded with 
him not to go up to Jerusalem. Then Paul 
answered, “What do you mean by weeping 
and breaking my heart? For I am ready 
not only to be bound, but also to die at 
Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”
So when he would not be persuaded, we 
ceased, saying, “The will of the Lord be 
done.”

1 PETER 3:15-18

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, 
and always be ready to give a defense to 
everyone who asks you a reason for the 
hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;
Having a good conscience, that when 
they defame you as evildoers, those who 
revile your good conduct in Christ may be 
ashamed.
For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suff er 
for doing good than for doing evil.
For Christ also suff ered once for sins, the 
just for the unjust, that He might bring us 
to God, being put to death in the fl esh but 
made alive by the Spirit.

NOTES :

❼ THE WILL OF GOD
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 B. The directive will of God.
  1.  There are certain things God specifi cally wills.
   A.  2 Peter 3:9 – God is not willing that any should perish. All unsaved people 

are out of the will of God regardless of what else they may do.
   B. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 – We are to give thanks for everything.
   C.  1 Peter 2:13-15 – We are to submit to every ordinance of man. However, 

this must be balanced by the next point:
   D.  Romans 12:1-2 – We are not to be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of our minds. (Submission to the 
ordinances of man is to maintain a proper testimony to win them; while 
at the same time, your life is to be transformed to live by a higher 
standard to please God.)

   E.  1 Thessalonians 4:3-7 – God desires our sanctifi cation.
   F.  Ephesians 6:5-8 – Our service is to be from the heart, with pure motives, 

as if we were serving Jesus Christ.
   G.  Ephesians 5:15-17 – We are to redeem the time. Quit wasting time! Make 

use of the small amount God has given you.
  2.  Summarizing God’s will for your life: The will of God is the same for every 

person on earth, to be conformed to the image of His Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

   A. Romans 8:28-29
   B. John 17:20-23
   C. Ephesians 4:13-15

3. WHERE CAN I FIND THE PLAN OF GOD FOR MY LIFE?

  You will never fi nd the will of God or the plan of God outside of the word of God. 
You fi nd God’s will and plan by renewing your mind. (Romans 12:1-2) 

  You renew your mind by letting “... This mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus.” (Philippians 2:5). 

  You must replace carnal thoughts with God’s thoughts by immersing yourself in 
the word of God. (2 Corinthians 10:5) 

2 PETER 3:9 

The Lord is not slack concerning His 
promise, as some count slackness, but is 
longsuff ering toward us, not willing that 
any should perish but that all should come 
to repentance.

1 THESSALONIANS 5:18

In everything give thanks; for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you.

1 PETER 2:13-15

Therefore submit yourselves to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, 
whether to the king as supreme.
Or to governors, as to those who are sent 
by him for the punishment of evildoers and 
for the praise of those who do good.
For this is the will of God, that by doing 
good you may put to silence the ignorance 
of foolish men—

ROMANS 12:1-2

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifi ce, holy, acceptable 
to God, which is your reasonable service.
And do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that you may prove what is 
that good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God.

1 THESSALONIANS 4:3-7

For this is the will of God, your sanctifi cation: 
that you should abstain from sexual 
immorality; 
That each of you should know how to 
possess his own vessel in sanctifi cation 
and honor.
Not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who 
do not know God;
That no one should take advantage of and 
defraud his brother in this matter, because 
the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also 
forewarned you and testifi ed.
For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in 
holiness.

EPHESIANS 6:5-8

Bondservants, be obedient to those who are 
your masters according to the fl esh, with fear 
and trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ;
Not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as 
bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God 
from the heart,
With goodwill doing service, as to the Lord, and 
not to men,
Knowing that whatever good anyone does, he 
will receive the same from the Lord, whether 
he is a slave or free.

EPHESIANS 5:15-17

See then that you walk circumspectly, not as 
fools but as wise,

Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
Therefore do not be unwise, but understand 
what the will of the Lord is. 

ROMANS 8:28-29

And we know that all things work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who are 
the called according to His purpose.
For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of His Son, that He 
might be the fi rstborn among many brethren.

JOHN 7:20-23

The people answered and said, “You have a 
demon. Who is seeking to kill You?”
Jesus answered and said to them, “I did one 
work, and you all marvel.
Moses therefore gave you circumcision (not 
that it is from Moses, but from the fathers), and 
you circumcise a man on the Sabbath.
If a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath, 
so that the law of Moses should not be broken, 
are you angry with Me because I made a man 
completely well on the Sabbath?

EPHESIANS 4:13-15

Till we all come to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect 
man, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ;
That we should no longer be children, tossed to 
and fro and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning 
craftiness of deceitful plotting,
But, speaking the truth in love, may grow up 
in all things into Him who is the head—Christ.

PHILIPPIANS 2:5   

Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus.

2 CORINTHIANS 10:5

... casting down arguments and every high 
thing that exalts itself against the knowledge 
of God, bringing every thought into captivity 
to the obedience of Christ

NOTES :
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4. HOW DOES GOD REVEAL HIS PLAN FOR MY LIFE?

 A.  You must be in conformity to the will of God before He will reveal His plan 
to you. Your priority should be to fulfi ll the general will of God in your daily 
life, and then trust Him to guide you in the detailed plan.

 B.  God is infi nitely more interested in your being the type of person He wants 
you to be than in your doing for Him all the “mighty works.” Be what He wants 
you to be, and He will show you what to do.

5. BASIC QUESTIONS.

 A.  Why doesn’t God reveal His plan for me now?
  1.  It would overwhelm you before you got started.
  2. You may not be equipped to handle it yet.
  3. You may not be the type of person God wants you to be yet.
  4. God will reveal what you can handle when you can handle it.
  5.  This is illustrated by the old question asked of children, “What do you want 

to be when you grow up?” If all the fi ve-year olds in America were surveyed 
on this question, then forced to stick with their answer, in 20 years there 
would be nothing but fi remen, policemen, and nurses. As time goes on 
and you grow spiritually, your interests, talents, and desires will grow and 
change. Be patient and wait on God while fulfi lling His specifi c will for your 
life.

■  Questions

1. List four things that the will of God is NOT:

2.   God also has a specifi c ________ for your life, and only He can reveal the 
__________.

3. Briefl y explain the permissive will of God.

4.  According to 1 Peter 5:10, God allows Christians to go through suff ering so that 
they might be more:

 A.

 B.

 C.

 D.

5.  God has given all men a free will, therefore, He will not force man to do anything. 
But when God off ers an individual salvation or direction, and this is rejected, what 
is the result?
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6.  God has a direct will for man. List seven things that God specifi cally wills for us.

 A.

 B.

 C.

 D.

 E.

 F.

 G.

7.  Summarize God’s will for a Christian’s life. Give scripture references to support your 
answer.

8.   Where do you fi nd God’s will and plan for your life?

9.   Before God will reveal His plan for your life, what must take place?

10.   Briefl y explain the diff erence between the will of God and the plan of God.

11.  Briefl y explain the primary purpose of this lesson.

KEY MEMORY VERSES: Romans 12:1-2; 1 Peter 3:17; 2 Peter 3:9

NOTE: There is much confusion today about the will of God. Some popular beliefs are:

 1. The will of God is diff erent for every individual.

 2. The will of God has to do with specifi c, physical matters.

 3.  God has predetermined what will happen (fate) and man’s free will has no 
bearing on the matter.

From the Bible principles taught in this lesson, you should understand that these 
beliefs are false, and why.

● Write any questions you may have concerning the subject in this lesson.

If you feel the need for a deeper level of biblical counselling in your life for reasons 
such as individual, marital or family problems; we off er a biblical based counseling 
service through Christian Counselling. Feel free to call Pastor Willie Dengler at 
011 837-3437 for an appointment that can help change your life. There is no cost 
involved for this service, it is the ministry of the Mayfair Baptist Church.

ROMANS 12:1-2

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifi ce, holy, acceptable 
to God, which is your reasonable service.
And do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that you may prove what is 
that good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God.

1 PETER 3:17

It is better, if it is the will of God, to suff er 
for doing good than for doing evil.

2 PETER 3:9 

The Lord is not slack concerning His 
promise, as some count slackness, but is 
longsuff ering toward us, not willing that 
any should perish but that all should come 
to repentance.
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“What is the Purpose of
My Involvement in a Local Church?”

God has established three major institutions on this earth: the family, civil government, 
and the local church. It is the local church which has been commissioned by God to 
carry out His purposes in reaching the lost and perfecting the saved. Therefore, God’s 
plan for a Christian will always be fulfi lled best when connected with the local church.
The purpose of this lesson is to impress upon the individual the central role which 
the church should play in his everyday life.

1. WHAT IS THE LOCAL CHURCH?

 A. It is NOT a building.
  1. We worship God in spirit and truth. John 4:24
  2. Our bodies are the temple of God. 1 Corinthians 6:19
 B.  It is NOT a denominational group of congregations.
 C.  A local church is a body of men and women who have been saved and called 

by God to serve in a specifi c area. “The church” is the body of Christ, the saved 
multitudes from every nation.

  1.  In 1 Corinthians 12:27, Paul, writing to saved people, states clearly, “you are 
the body of Christ.”

  2.  Paul compares the church body to the human body in this passage – 
1 Corinthians 12:14-27

   A.  Each member has a diff erent function, verses 14-20.
   B.  No one member can function alone, verse 21.
   C. Each member’s contribution is important, verses 22-24.
   D.  A properly functioning body operates as a single unit, verses 25-27.

2. WHAT IS THE FUNCTION OF THE LOCAL CHURCH?

 A.  The fi rst local church in the Bible was organized in Jerusalem. (Acts 2:41-47). 
The believers there organized their church for the following purposes:

  1.  The teaching of the word of God, verse 42.
  2.  Fellowship with other believers, verse 42.
  3. Prayer, verse 42.
  4.  The observance of the two ordinances of the church: baptism, verse 41, 

and the Lord’s supper, verse 42.
  5. To be a testimony of God’s grace and power, verse 43.
  6.  For mutual assistance and ministry, verses 44-45.
  7. To reach out into the community, verses 46-47.
  8.  To glorify and praise God, verse 47.

JOHN 4:24

God is Spirit, and those who worship Him 
must worship in spirit and truth.

1 CORINTHIANS 6:19

Or do you not know that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, 
whom you have from God, and you are 
not your own?

1 CORINTHIANS 12:14-27

For in fact the body is not one member but 
many.
If the foot should say, “Because I am not a 
hand, I am not of the body,” is it therefore 
not of the body?
And if the ear should say, “Because I am not 
an eye, I am not of the body,” is it therefore 
not of the body?
If the whole body were an eye, where would 
be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, 
where would be the smelling?
But now God has set the members, each 
one of them, in the body just as He pleased.
And if they were all one member, where 
would the body be?
But now indeed there are many members, 
yet one body.
And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have 
no need of you”; nor again the head to the 
feet, “I have no need of you.”
No, much rather, those members of the body 
which seem to be weaker are necessary.
And those members of the body which 
we think to be less honorable, on these 
we bestow greater honor; and our 
unpresentable parts have greater modesty,
But our presentable parts have no need. 
But God composed the body, having given 
greater honor to that part which lacks it,
That there should be no schism in the 
body, but that the members should have 
the same care for one another.
And if one member suff ers, all the members 
suff er with it; or if one member is honored, 
all the members rejoice with it.
Now you are the body of Christ, and 
members individually.

ACTS 2:41-47

Then those who gladly received his word 
were baptized; and that day about three 
thousand souls were added to them.
And they continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in prayers.
Then fear came upon every soul, and many 
wonders and signs were done through the 
apostles. 
Now all who believed were together, and 
had all things in common,
And sold their possessions and goods, and 
divided them among all, as anyone had 
need.
So continuing daily with one accord in the 
temple, and breaking bread from house to 
house, they ate their food with gladness 
and simplicity of heart,
Praising God and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord added to the church 
daily those who were being saved.

❽ THE LOCAL CHURCH
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 B.  The single most important priority of the local church is to edify (build up, 
teach, strengthen) the saints. Ephesians 4:11-16

3. HOW DO I FUNCTION IN THE CHURCH BODY?

 A. During your Christian life, you should grow through three broad, general stages.
  1.  Observe and learn – Your fi rst priority should be to submit to the teaching 

of the word of God to learn to be the man or woman God wants you to 
be. Matthew 11:28-30

  2.  Participate –  In time, you will naturally grow to the point where you can 
begin to serve and take on some basic functions through the already 
established ministries of your church. Matthew 4:19; James 1:22-25

  3.  Lead – As your growth continues, you should reach the point where you 
can begin to minister to others in the same way you have been ministered 
to. 2 Timothy 2:2

 B.  These three stages can be roughly compared to the stages of growth physically: 
childhood, youth, adult.

 C.  BE PATIENT! This process takes time. Just be sure to remain faithful to God’s 
established institution, the local church.

4. BASIC QUESTIONS.

 A. How do I fi nd the particular local church that God wants me to serve through?
  1.  Pray about it! Ask God to show you which church to associate yourself with. 

James 1:5
  2.  Observe the qualities of a particular church and compare them with the 

biblical requirements of a proper church.
   A.  Is there evidence of soul winning? Matthew 7:20; Acts 2:47
   B.  Do they believe and teach the Bible as the word of God and the infallible 

guide for life? Titus 1:9
   C.  Is the membership encouraged to read and study the Bible as much as 

the leadership? Acts 17:10-12
   D. Do they minister to the needs of people? Acts 6:1
   E. Do they send out and support missionaries? Acts 13:1-3

EPHESIANS 4:11-16

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, 
some prophets, some evangelists, and 
some pastors and teachers,
For the equipping of the saints for the work 
of ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ,
Till we all come to the unity of the faith and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
perfect man, to the measure of the stature 
of the fullness of Christ;
That we should no longer be children, 
tossed to and fro and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of 
men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful 
plotting,
But, speaking the truth in love, may grow 
up in all things into Him who is the head—
Christ—
From whom the whole body, joined and 
knit together by what every joint supplies, 
according to the eff ective working by which 
every part does its share, causes growth of 
the body for the edifying of itself in love.

MATTHEW 11:28-30

Come to Me, all you who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, 
for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you 
will fi nd rest for your souls.
For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”

MATTHEW 4:19

Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I 
will make you fi shers of men.”

JAMES 1:22-25

But be doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving yourselves.
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and 
not a doer, he is like a man observing his 
natural face in a mirror;
For he observes himself, goes away, and 
immediately forgets what kind of man he was.
But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty 
and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer 
but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed 
in what he does.

2 TIMOTHY 2:2

And the things that you have heard from me 
among many witnesses, commit these to faithful 
men who will be able to teach others also.

JAMES 1:5

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, 
who gives to all liberally and without reproach, 
and it will be given to him.

MATTHEW 7:20

Therefore by their fruits you will know them.

ACTS 2:47

Praising God and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord added to the church daily 
those who were being saved.

TITUS 1:9

Holding fast the faithful word as he has been 
taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, 
both to exhort and convict those who contradict.

ACTS 17:10-12

Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and 
Silas away by night to Berea. When they arrived, 
they went into the synagogue of the Jews. 
These were more fair-minded than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the word 
with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures 
daily to fi nd out whether these things were so.
Therefore many of them believed, and also not 
a few of the Greeks, prominent women as well 
as men.

ACTS 6:1

Now in those days, when the number of 
the disciples was multiplying, there arose a 
complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, 
because their widows were neglected in the 
daily distribution.

ACTS 13:1-3

Now in the church that was at Antioch there 
were certain prophets and teachers: Barnabas, 
Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, 
Manaen who had been brought up with Herod 
the tetrarch, and Saul.
As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the 
Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work to which I have called 
them.”
Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands 
on them, they sent them away.
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NOTES :

■  Questions

1.  What are the three institutions God has established on earth?

 A.

 B.

 C.

2. List some things that a church is NOT?

3. Defi ne the following terms:

 A. Local church

 B. “The church”

4.  In 1 Corinthians 12:14-27, Paul teaches that in many ways the church body is similar 
to the __________  __________.  List fi ve parts of the body that are mentioned 
in this passage of scripture.

 A.

 B.

 C.

 D.

 E.

5.  List four basic similarities between the church body and the human body.

 A.

 B.

 C.

 D.
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6.  The fi rst local church in the Bible was at Jerusalem. In Acts 2:41-47, we see this 
local church functioning. List the functional purposes found in this passage of 
scripture. 

 A.

 B.

 C.

 D.

 E.

 F.

 G.

 H.

7. What is the most important priority of a local church?

8.  There is a proper order for you to follow in participating in the church body. 
List the three general stages connected with spiritual growth, 

 A.

 B.

 C.

9.  How do these three stages of spiritual growth match up with the three stages of 
physical growth found in 1 John 2:12-14?

 A. __________________________________________________________ to

  __________________________________________________________

 B __________________________________________________________ to

  __________________________________________________________

 C. __________________________________________________________ to

  __________________________________________________________



10.  The Christian should be __________________ because growing spiritually is 
a process which can only be properly accomplished within the established 
________________ of the _____________ _____________ .

11.   When a Christian is looking for a local church to serve in, what are some qualities 
he should be checking for? 

 A.

 B.

 C.

 D.

 E.

12.  Briefl y explain the primary purpose of this lesson.

■  KEY MEMORY VERSES:  Ephesians 4:11-12;
1 Corinthians 12:27;
2 Timothy 2:2

NOTE: Many churches today are not fulfi lling God’s plan because their primary attitudes 
are:

 1.  In order to really learn the Bible, you need to go to a Bible College.

 2.  The primary purpose of a local church is to be a social or political organization.

 3.  The local church is primarily for weddings, funerals and religious holidays.

 4.  Only the “leadership” of the church is charged with any responsibility of meeting 
people’s spiritual needs.

From the Bible principles taught in this lesson, you should understand that these 
attitudes are wrong, and why.

● Write any questions you may have concerning the subject in this lesson.

If you feel the need for a deeper level of biblical counselling in your life for reasons 
such as individual, marital or family problems; we off er a biblical based counseling 
service through Christian Counselling. Feel free to call Pastor Willie Dengler at 
011 837-3437 for an appointment that can help change your life. There is no cost 
involved for this service, it is the ministry of the Mayfair Baptist Church.

EPHESIANS 4:11-12

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, 
some prophets, some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, for the equipping of 
the saints for the work of ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ.

1 CORINTHIANS 12:27

Now you are the body of Christ, and 
members individually.

2 TIMOTHY 2:2

And the things that you have heard from 
me among many witnesses, commit these 
to faithful men who will be able to teach 
others also.

NOTES :
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“What is My Relationship to Other Christians?”

As we learned in lesson one, when you got saved, you moved from the devil’s family 
to God’s family. Spiritually, you now have a new family with many brothers and sisters 
in Jesus Christ.
We saw how the church is likened to a body in the previous lesson, and in this lesson, 
we will study the special relationship which you now have with your spiritual family. 
This lesson is designed to give the individual a clear understanding of how the body 
of Christ operates as a family unit.

1. HOW AM I RELATED TO OTHER CHRISTIANS?

 A.  They are your brothers (and sisters) in Jesus Christ. Be sure to understand, 
only those in Jesus Christ (saved people) are your brothers, regardless of any 
other factors. Likewise, those NOT in Jesus Christ (unsaved people) are not 
your brothers regardless of any other factors. 

  Romans 8:29; 1 John 3:1-3; Romans 9:8; Hebrews 2:9-12
 B. They are your fellow labourers in service for Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians 3:5-10

2. WHAT ARE MY RESPONSIBILITIES TOWARD OTHER CHRISTIANS?

 A.  We are to pray for each other. Almost every one of Paul’s letters opens with a 
prayer for those he is writing to. 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3; 2 Timothy 1:3

 B.  We are to minister to each other
  1.  Physically – For those in your immediate family. 

Galatians 6:10; Romans 12:13
   As well as the entire body of Christ in other areas. Acts 11:27-30
  2. Spiritually – Galatians 6:1-2; Romans 15:1-2; Hebrews 13:3

ROMANS 8:29

For whom He foreknew, He also predestined 
to be conformed to the image of His Son, 
that He might be the fi rstborn among 
many brethren.

1 JOHN 3:1-3

Behold what manner of love the Father has 
bestowed on us, that we should be called 
children of God! Therefore the world does 
not know us, because it did not know Him.
Beloved, now we are children of God; and 
it has not yet been revealed what we shall 
be, but we know that when He is revealed, 
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him 
as He is.
And everyone who has this hope in Him 
purifi es himself, just as He is pure.

ROMANS 9:8

That is, those who are the children of the 
fl esh, these are not the children of God; but 
the children of the promise are counted as 
the seed.

HEBREWS 2:9-12

But we see Jesus, who was made a little 
lower than the angels, for the suff ering of 
death crowned with glory and honor, that 
He, by the grace of God, might taste death 
for everyone.
Bringing Many Sons to Glory.
For it was fi tting for Him, for whom are 
all things and by whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons to glory, to make the 
captain of their salvation perfect through 
suff erings.
For both He who sanctifi es and those who 
are being sanctifi ed are all of one, for 
which reason He is not ashamed to call 
them brethren,
Saying: “ I will declare Your name to My 
brethren;
In the midst of the assembly I will sing 
praise to You.”

1 CORINTHIANS 3:5-10

Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but 
ministers through whom you believed, as the 
Lord gave to each one?
I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the 
increase.
So then neither he who plants is anything, nor 
he who waters, but God who gives the increase.
Now he who plants and he who waters are 
one, and each one will receive his own reward 
according to his own labor.
For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s 
fi eld, you are God’s building.
According to the grace of God which was given 
to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the 
foundation, and another builds on it. But let 
each one take heed how he builds on it.

1 THESSALONIANS 1:2-3

We give thanks to God always for you all, 
making mention of you in our prayers. 
Remembering without ceasing your work of 

faith, labor of love, and patience of hope in our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and 
Father.

2 TIMOTHY 1:3

I thank God, whom I serve with a pure 
conscience, as my forefathers did, as without 
ceasing I remember you in my prayers night 
and day.

GALATIANS 6:10

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all, especially to those who are of the 
household of faith.

ROMANS 12:13

Distributing to the needs of the saints, given to 
hospitality.

ACTS 11:27-30

And in these days prophets came from Jerusalem 
to Antioch.
Then one of them, named Agabus, stood up and 
showed by the Spirit that there was going to be 
a great famine throughout all the world, which 

also happened in the days of Claudius Caesar.
Then the disciples, each according to his ability, 
determined to send relief to the brethren 
dwelling in Judea.
This they also did, and sent it to the elders by 
the hands of Barnabas and Saul.

GALATIANS 6:1-2

Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, 
you who are spiritual restore such a one in a 
spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you 
also be tempted.
Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfi ll the 
law of Christ.

ROMANS 15:1-2

We then who are strong ought to bear with 
the scruples of the weak, and not to please 
ourselves. Let each of us please his neighbor 
for his good, leading to edifi cation.

HEBREWS 13:3 

Remember the prisoners as if chained with 
them—those who are mistreated—since you 
yourselves are in the body also.

NOTES :

❾  OTHER CHRISTIANS
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1 THESSALONIANS 5:11

Therefore comfort each other and edify 
one another, just as you also are doing.

PHILIPPIANS 2:3-4

Let nothing be done through selfi sh 
ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of 
mind let each esteem others better than 
himself.
Let each of you look out not only for his 
own interests, but also for the interests of 
others.

MATTHEW 20:25-28

But Jesus called them to Himself and said, 
“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and those who are great 
exercise authority over them.
Yet it shall not be so among you; but 
whoever desires to become great among 
you, let him be your servant.
And whoever desires to be fi rst among you, 
let him be your slave—
Just as the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give His life a 
ransom for many.”

1 JOHN 3:14-16

We know that we have passed from death 
to life, because we love the brethren. He 
who does not love his brother abides in 
death.
Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, 
and you know that no murderer has 
eternal life abiding in him.
By this we know love, because He laid down His 
life for us. And we also ought to lay down our 
lives for the brethren.

1 PETER 4:8

And above all things have fervent love for one 
another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins.”

ROMANS 15:5-7

Now may the God of patience and comfort 
grant you to be like-minded toward one another, 
according to Christ Jesus,
That you may with one mind and one mouth 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.
Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also 
received us, to the glory of God.

1 JOHN 3:17-18

But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees 
his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from 
him, how does the love of God abide in him?
My little children, let us not love in word or in 
tongue, but in deed and in truth.

JAMES 2:15-16

If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of 
daily food,
And one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, 
be warmed and fi lled,” but you do not give them 
the things which are needed for the body, what 
does it profi t?

EPHESIANS 4:32

And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God in Christ 
forgave you.

COLOSSIANS 3:13

Bearing with one another, and forgiving one 
another, if anyone has a complaint against 
another; even as Christ forgave you, so you 
also must do.

PHILIPPIANS 2:3-8

Let nothing be done through selfi sh ambition or 
conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem 
others better than himself.
Let each of you look out not only for his own 
interests, but also for the interests of others.
Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus,
Who, being in the form of God, did not consider 
it robbery to be equal with God,
But made Himself of no reputation, taking 
the form of a bondservant, and coming in the 
likeness of men.
And being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself and became obedient to the 
point of death, even the death of the cross.

EPHESIANS 4:25

Therefore, putting away lying, “Let each one of 
you speak truth with his neighbor,” for we are 
members of one another.

2 CORINTHIANS 4:2

But we have renounced the hidden things of 

shame, not walking in craftiness nor handling 
the word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation 
of the truth commending ourselves to every 
man’s conscience in the sight of God.

JOHN 13:35

By this all will know that you are My disciples, 
if you have love for one another.”

GALATIANS 5:13-15

For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; 
only do not use liberty as an opportunity for 
the fl esh, but through love serve one another.
For all the law is fulfi lled in one word, even in 
this: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
But if you bite and devour one another, beware 
lest you be consumed by one another!

TITUS 1:8

But hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-
minded, just, holy, self-controlled,

ACTS 2:42

And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in prayers.

ACTS 2:46-47

So continuing daily with one accord in the 
temple, and breaking bread from house to 
house, they ate their food with gladness and 
simplicity of heart,
Praising God and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord added to the church daily 
those who were being saved.

 C.  We are to encourage and edify one another. 1 Thessalonians 5:11
 D.  We are to serve one another. Philippians 2:3-4; Matthew 20:25-28

3. WHAT SHOULD BE MY ATTITUDE TOWARD OTHER CHRISTIANS?

 A. The primary attitude should be to love them. 1 John 3:14-16; 1 Peter 4:8
 B. Be patient with them. Romans 15:5-7
 C.  Be sensitive to their needs. 1 John 3:17-18; James 2:15-16
 D. Be forgiving of each other. Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13

4. WHAT IS “FELLOWSHIP?”

 A.  “Fellowship” is a term commonly used by Christians generally referring to 
getting together for activities or times of sharing common interests. However, 
this is only a small part of true fellowship. It is true that to fellowship is to 
share things, but true biblical fellowship goes FAR BEYOND just a meal or an 
activity. It is the sharing of life through the person of the Lord Jesus Christ 
with another believer.

 B.  The essential elements of true biblical fellowship are not physical matters 
such as social status, friendship, common interests, etc.; but are spiritual 
requirements of personal character.

  1. Humility – Philippians 2:3-8
  2. Honesty – Ephesians 4:25; 2 Corinthians 4:2
  3. Love – John 13:35; Galatians 5:13-15
  4. Hospitality – Titus 1:8; Acts 2:42; Acts 2:46-47

NOTES :
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2 CORINTHIANS 1:11

You also helping together in prayer for us, 
that thanks may be given by many persons 
on our behalf for the gift granted to us 
through many.

ROMANS 1:12

That is, that I may be encouraged together 
with you by the mutual faith both of you 
and me. 

2 CORINTHIANS 8:4

Imploring us with much urgency that we 
would receive the gift and the fellowship 
of the ministering to the saints.

GALATIANS 2:9

And when James, Cephas, and John, who 
seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace 
that had been given to me, they gave me 
and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, 
that we should go to the Gentiles and they 
to the circumcised.

PHILIPPIANS 3:10

That I may know Him and the power of 
His resurrection, and the fellowship of His 
suff erings, being conformed to His death.

1 PETER 4:13

But rejoice to the extent that you partake 
of Christ’s suff erings, that when His glory 
is revealed, you may also be glad with 
exceeding joy.

1 PETER 5:1

The elders who are among you I exhort, I 
who am a fellow elder and a witness of the 
suff erings of Christ, and also a partaker of 
the glory that will be revealed.

1 JOHN 1:3-7

That which we have seen and heard we declare 
to you, that you also may have fellowship with 
us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father 
and with His Son Jesus Christ.
And these things we write to you that your joy 
may be full.
This is the message which we have heard from 
Him and declare to you, that God is light and in 
Him is no darkness at all.
If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and 
walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the 
truth.
But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood 
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.

MATTHEW 18:15

“Moreover if your brother sins against you, go 
and tell him his fault between you and him 
alone. If he hears you, you have gained your 
brother.

MATTHEW 18:16

But if he will not hear, take with you one or 
two more, that ‘by the mouth of two or three 
witnesses every word may be established.’

1 CORINTHIANS 6:1-5

Dare any of you, having a matter against 
another, go to law before the unrighteous, and 
not before the saints?
Do you not know that the saints will judge the 
world? And if the world will be judged by you, 

are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters?
Do you not know that we shall judge angels? 
How much more, things that pertain to this life?
If then you have judgments concerning things 
pertaining to this life, do you appoint those who 
are least esteemed by the church to judge?
I say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not 
a wise man among you, not even one, who will 
be able to judge between his brethren?

1 CORINTHIANS 6:6

But brother goes to law against brother, and 
that before unbelievers!

1 CORINTHIANS 6:7-8

Now therefore, it is already an utter failure for 
you that you go to law against one another. 
Why do you not rather accept wrong? Why do 
you not rather let yourselves be cheated?
No, you yourselves do wrong and cheat, and you 
do these things to your brethren!

1 PETER 2:19-23

For this is commendable, if because of 
conscience toward God one endures grief, 
suff ering wrongfully.
For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for 
your faults, you take it patiently? But when you 
do good and suff er, if you take it patiently, this 
is commendable before God.
For to this you were called, because Christ also 
suff ered for us, leaving us an example, that you 
should follow His steps:
“Who committed no sin,
Nor was deceit found in His mouth”;

Who, when He was reviled, did not revile in 
return; when He suff ered, He did not threaten, 
but committed Himself to Him who judges 
righteously;

COLOSSIANS 3:13

Bearing with one another, and forgiving one 
another, if anyone has a complaint against 
another; even as Christ forgave you, so you 
also must do.

MATTHEW 5:43-48

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love 
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’
But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those 
who curse you, do good to those who hate you, 
and pray for those who spitefully use you and 
persecute you,
That you may be sons of your Father in heaven; 
for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sends rain on the just and on 
the unjust.
For if you love those who love you, what reward 
have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the 
same?
And if you greet your brethren only, what do 
you do more than others? Do not even the tax 
collectors do so?
Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your 
Father in heaven is perfect.

ROMANS 12:14

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do 
not curse.

 C.  The areas of true fellowship include, among others:
  1. Prayer – 2 Corinthians 1:11
  2. Faith – Romans 1:12
  3. Ministry – 2 Corinthians 8:4; Galatians 2:9
  4. Suff ering – Philippians 3:10; 1 Peter 4:13; 1 Peter 5:1
 D.  Although doctrinal beliefs are vitally important, true biblical fellowship is not 

based on exact doctrinal agreement, but in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
You MUST LEARN to have fellowship with Him personally before your fellowship 
with other believers will be proper. 1 John 1:3-7.

5. BASIC QUESTIONS

 A.  What if another Christian off ends me?
   Unfortunately, this will probably happen to you if you spend any time with 

your brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. There will be times of off ense, hurt, 
and disagreement within the body of Christ, just as in your physical family. 
If and when this happens, if it is serious enough, the Bible gives a defi nite 
progression of principles to deal with the matter. How should you respond in 
such a case?

  1.    Take the off ense directly to the other party fi rst, privately, and try to settle 
it between yourselves. Matthew 18:15

  2.   If the matter is not resolved privately, take it to a leader in your church to 
attempt to mediate the situation. Matthew 18:16; 1 Corinthians 6:1-5

  3.   Do NOT go to the unsaved to settle a problem within the body of Christ. 
1 Corinthians 6:6

  4. If this matter still cannot be resolved:
   A.  Personally accept the wrong. 1 Corinthians 6:7-8
   B.  Commit the situation to the Lord Jesus Christ. He will handle it justly. 

1 Peter 2:19-23
   C.  Forgive your brother. Colossians 3:13
   D. Pray for your brother, Matthew 5:43-48; Romans 12:14
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NOTES :

■  Questions

1.  List the two primary aspects of your relationship with other Christians.

 A.

 B.

2.  List four responsibilities you have toward other Christians, and give a scripture 
reference that best defi nes each point.

 A.

 B.

 C.

 D.

3.  List four attitudes you should have toward other Christians, and give a scripture 
reference that best defi nes each point.

 A.

 B.

 C.

 D.

4.  What does the term “fellowship” mean?

5.  The essential elements of true biblical fellowship are not __________ matters, but 
pertain to ______________ requirements of personal _______________.

6.  List four character qualities needed in the Christian’s life in order to participate in 
true fellowship with other believers.

 A.

 B.

 C.

 D.
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EPHESIANS 4:32

And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God in Christ 
forgave you.

1 JOHN 3:14-15

We know that we have passed from death 
to life, because we love the brethren. He 
who does not love his brother abides in 
death.
Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, 
and you know that no murderer has eternal 
life abiding in him.

1 JOHN 1:7

But if we walk in the light as He is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanses us from all sin.
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7. List four areas of true fellowship, and give a scripture reference for each.

 A.

 B.

 C.

 D.

8. True or False:

 ______  A.   True biblical fellowship is based on exact doctrinal beliefs.

 ______  B.   True biblical fellowship is possible with an unsaved person.

 ______  C.   We must have fellowship with Jesus Christ before we can have true 
fellowship with other Christians.

9.  In the event another Christian off ends you, list three principles which should 
govern your actions in attempting to resolve the matter.

 A.

 B.

 C.

10.  In the event your brother refuses to help resolve a problem, what should you do?

11.  Briefl y explain the primary purpose of this lesson.

■  KEY MEMORY VERSES: Ephesians 4:32: 1 John 3:14-15; 1 John 1:7

NOTE: Among man, Christians today, the following attitudes prevail:

 1.  We are not to associate with Christians who do not believe exactly as we do.

 2.  “Fellowship” must be centred around a meal or an activity.

From the Bible principles taught in this lesson, you should understand that these 
attitudes are wrong, and why.

● Write any questions you may have concerning the subjects in this lesson.


