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Instructions

1.	 	Read	 through	 the	 study	 first.

2.	 	Answer	 the	 Questions.

3.	 Key	 Memory	 Verse.	 Learn	 your	 memory	 verse	 throughout	 the	 study.

   
Giving

Page 1

Money & 
Possessions

Page 7

Dealing  
with Sin

Page 12

Liberty in 
Christ

Page 17

11

12

13

10

scripture taken from the  
new King James Version. 

copyright © 1982 by thomas nelson, inc. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved.

BIBLICAL
dISCIPLeSHIP
Introduction
throughout history god has given 
every individual a chance to accept his 
eternal plan of salvation, sadly, most 
people have rejected it and so will 
suffer forever.

thus, accepting Jesus christ as your own 
personal saviour is the most significant 
decision you could ever make during 
your lifetime. instead of being destined 
for hell, you will now spend eternity with 
the Lord Jesus christ. no longer living 
life in vain, now you have a reason to 
live with eternal results. the emptiness 
inside has been filled by him.

the devil also knows of your new life in 
Jesus christ. his desire for you to reject 
god's salvation is no longer in effect. 
however, he now will exert every effort 
to keep you from growing close to god 
and fulfilling god's plan for your life.

these discipleship lessons are designed 
to help you begin your new life in Jesus 
christ. they are to help you understand 
what your relationship to god is, how 
to communicate with him, how to 
apply basic Bible principles to your life, 
and how your life can be an influential 
witness and testimony of god's grace.

Whether you just got saved or have 
been a christian for years, understanding 
these principles will help establish a 
solid foundation in your life whereby 
you can learn to enjoy a victorious life 
in the Lord Jesus christ.

our sincere prayer for you is that these 
lessons might help you grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
christ.

•
If	you	do	not	have	a	Bible	be	advised	
that	 Bible	 verses	 referred	 to	 in	 this	
booklet	 are	 included	 in	 the	 side	
panels.

•
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NOTeS	:

 GivinG

“What is the Meaning of giving, and What Are My 
responsibilities in this Area?”

giving is an extremely controversial subject in christianity today largely due to the 
severe pressures exerted on god’s people to give to so many worthy causes. this is 
perhaps one of the most misunderstood subjects in christianity.

Before you can properly understand the nature of new testament giving, you must 
understand one fact clearly: god does not need your money. he owns everything.

this lesson will deal with the christian’s responsibility in stewardship of his life as well 
as his resources.

1.	 	BefORe	 ANy	 gIVINg	 CAN	 Be	 TRuLy	 PROPeR,	 yOu	 MuST	 Be	 wILLINg	 TO	
gIVe	 Of	 yOuRSeLf	 fIRST.

 A.  god bought you with a price, his blood, and you belong to him. 1 Corinthians 
6:19-20

 B.  god commands you to present your body as a living sacrifice, not just your 
pocketbook. Romans 12:1

 c.  A willing mind and heart with a life committed to service to god must precede 
financial giving in order for god to bless it. 2 Corinthians 8:3-5,12

2.	 wHAT	 IS	 THe	 ReASON	 fOR	 My	 gIVINg?

 A.  giving proves the sincerity of your love for Jesus christ. 2 Corinthians 8:8

 B.  giving develops an attitude of grace for other works. it takes no special talents 
or abilities to give, only grace. 2 Corinthians 8:6-7, 9:8

 c.   giving is an investment in eternal riches and gets your eyes off earthly riches, 
which will fade away. Philippians 4:17; Matthew 6:19-21

 d.   the person who benefits most from your giving is yoU.

3.	 wHeRe	 AM	 I	 TO	 gIVe?

 A.   your primary responsibility is to your local church. All giving in the new 
testament is done within the context of a local church ministry. 1 Corinthians 
16:1-3 is the definitive passage.

1	 CORINTHIANS	 6:19-20
Or do you not know that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, 
whom you have from God, and you are 
not your own?
For you were bought at a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body and in your spirit, 
which are God’s.

ROMANS	 12:1
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
to God, which is your reasonable service.

2	 CORINTHIANS	 8:3-5
For I bear witness that according to their 
ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they 
were freely willing,
Imploring us with much urgency that we 
would receive[a] the gift and the fellowship 
of the ministering to the saints.
And not only as we had hoped, but they 
first gave themselves to the Lord, and then 
to us by the will of God.

2	 CORINTHIANS	 8:12
For if there is first a willing mind, it is 
accepted according to what one has, and 
not according to what he does not have. 

2	 CORINTHIANS	 8:8
I speak not by commandment, but I am 
testing the sincerity of your love by the 
diligence of others.

2	 CORINTHIANS	 8:6-7
So we urged Titus, that as he had begun, 
so he would also complete this grace in 
you as well.
But as you abound in everything—in faith, 
in speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, 
and in your love for us—see that you 
abound in this grace also.

2	 CORINTHIANS	 9:8
And God is able to make all grace abound 
toward you, that you, always having all 
sufficiency in all things, may have an 
abundance for every good work.

PHILIPPIANS	 4:17
Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit 
that abounds to your account.

MATTHew	 6:19-21
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal; 
But lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break 
in and steal.
For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.

1	 CORINTHIANS	 16:1-3
Now concerning the collection for the saints, 
as I have given orders to the churches of 
Galatia, so you must do also:
On the first day of the week let each one 
of you lay something aside, storing up as 
he may prosper, that there be no collections 
when I come.
And when I come, whomever you approve 
by your letters I will send to bear your gift 
to Jerusalem.

10
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 B.   obviously, anyone is free to give to causes outside the local church, and god 
may even use and bless it. however, it is the local church which is central in 
god’s plan. Any giving outside of it should never be done at the expense of 
what god would have you do in your church. this is equally true of time and 
service, as well as money.

4.	 wHAT	 dOeS	 My	 MONey	 gO	 fOR?

 A.   the support of the leaders of the church. 1 Corinthians 9:13-14; Galatians 6:6; 
1 Timothy 5:17-18

 B.   other works of god supported through your church. Philippians 4:15-16

 c.   support of those within the church body who are UnABLe to support 
themselves, and who have proven themselves FAithFUL under the new 
testament guidelines. Acts 6:1; 1 Timothy 5:16, 9-10

 d.  to meet general needs as determined by the leadership of your church.  
2 Corinthians 8:4; Acts 11:27-30

5.	 wHAT	 AM	 I	 SuPPOSed	 TO	 gIVe?

you are supposed to give your life. your giving is to be out of a willing heart and 
because you love the Lord Jesus christ.

Let us examine amounts of giving from the Bible.

 A.  the “tithe” – in the old testament, the Jews were required by their religious 
law to give a certain percentage of their income. this “tithe” was one-tenth  
of a person’s income. in addition, the Jews gave freewill offerings for various 
other works of god, bringing their total giving to well over ten percent.  
2 Chronicles 31:11-12, Deuteronomy 12:5-7

 B.   the church is not bound by the letter of the old testament law. however, the 
principles of the old testament establish patterns for our relationship with god. 
1 Corinthians 10:11, Romans 15:4

6.	 	THe	 New	 TeSTAMeNT	 PRINCIPLeS	 Of	 gIVINg	 ARe	 APPLIed	 IN	 THRee	
AReAS:

 A.   structure – A young christian should establish discipline in his life in all areas. 
in giving, the principle of ten percent can help provide that structure.

1	 CORINTHIANS	 9:13-14
Do you not know that those who minister 
the holy things eat of the things of the 
temple, and those who serve at the altar 
partake of the offerings of the altar?
Even so the Lord has commanded that 
those who preach the gospel should live 
from the gospel. 

gALATIANS	 6:6
Let him who is taught the word share in all 
good things with him who teaches. 

1	 TIMOTHy	 5:17-18
Let the elders who rule well be counted 
worthy of double honor, especially those 
who labor in the word and doctrine.
For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle 
an ox while it treads out the grain,”[a] and, 
“The laborer is worthy of his wages.”

PHILIPPIANS	 4:15-16	
Now you Philippians know also that in the 
beginning of the gospel, when I departed 
from Macedonia, no church shared with 
me concerning giving and receiving but 
you only.
For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once 
and again for my necessities.

ACTS	 6:1
Now in those days, when the number of 
the disciples was multiplying, there arose 
a complaint against the Hebrews by the 
Hellenists,[a] because their widows were 
neglected in the daily distribution.

1	 TIMOTHy	 5:16
If any believing man or[a] woman has 
widows, let them relieve them, and do not 
let the church be burdened, that it may 
relieve those who are really widows.

1	 TIMOTHy	 5:9-10
Do not let a widow under sixty years old be 
taken into the number, and not unless she 
has been the wife of one man,
Well reported for good works: if she has 
brought up children, if she has lodged 
strangers, if she has washed the saints’ 
feet, if she has relieved the afflicted, if she 
has diligently followed every good work. 

2	 CORINTHIANS	 8:4
Imploring us with much urgency that we 
would receive the gift and the fellowship 
of the ministering to the saints.

ACTS	 11:27-30
And in these days prophets came from 
Jerusalem to Antioch.
Then one of them, named Agabus, stood up 
and showed by the Spirit that there was going 
to be a great famine throughout all the world, 
which also happened in the days of Claudius 
Caesar.
Then the disciples, each according to his ability, 
determined to send relief to the brethren 
dwelling in Judea.
This they also did, and sent it to the elders by 
the hands of Barnabas and Saul.

2	 CHRONICLeS	 31:11-12
Now Hezekiah commanded them to prepare 
rooms in the house of the LORD, and they 

prepared them.
Then they faithfully brought in the offerings, 
the tithes, and the dedicated things; Cononiah 
the Levite had charge of them, and Shimei his 
brother was the next.

deuTeRONOMy	 12:5-7
“But you shall seek the place where the LORD 
your God chooses, out of all your tribes, to put 
His name for His dwelling place; and there you 
shall go.
There you shall take your burnt offerings, your 
sacrifices, your tithes, the heave offerings of 
your hand, your vowed offerings, your freewill 
offerings, and the firstborn of your herds and 
flocks.
And there you shall eat before the LORD your 

God, and you shall rejoice in all to which you 
have put your hand, you and your households, 
in which the LORD your God has blessed you. 

1	 CORINTHIANS	 10:11
Now all these things happened to them as 
examples, and they were written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages 
have come. 

ROMANS	 15:4
For whatever things were written before were 
written for our learning, that we through the 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might 
have hope.
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 B.   cheerful giving – As an individual grows in the Lord, he will develop an attitude 
to go beyond structures. the grace of cheerful giving then becomes a reality 
in his life.

 B.  the new testament principles of giving are summarized in 2 Corinthians 9:7 :

  1.  “As he purposes in his heart”.  your giving is between you and god.

  2.  “not grudgingly.”  if your giving is done with the wrong attitude, you will  
not experience god’s grace.

  3.  “or of necessity.”  you are not bound by the tithe or any other law.

  4.  “For god LoVes A cheerFUL giVer.”

 c.   sacrificial giving – christian maturity will result in sacrificial giving. When a 
person gives beyond his power to give, it costs him something.  At this point, 
the grace of giving is maximized in his life. 2 Corinthians 8:3, 2 Samuel 24:24

7.	 OTHeR	 PRINCIPLeS	 Of	 gIVINg.

 A.   give as god has prospered you. don’t concern yourself with the giving 
of others, just give according to the amount god has blessed you with.  
1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 8:12

 B.   remember at all times the law of sowing and reaping. 2 Corinthians 9:6; 
Galatians 6:7-9

 c.   true new testament giving goes much further than a simple “tithe.” it is turning 
over complete control of your life and resources to Jesus christ. if god has 
control of your life, he will have control of your resources. All of the above 
principles of giving can be applied to your time and service as well as your 
money.

  1.  god’s plan is that we be conformed to the image of the Lord Jesus christ. 
Romans 8:29

  2.  god’s essential nature is giving, manifest in the person of the Lord Jesus 
christ. John 3:16, 1 John 4:10; 2 Corinthians 8:9

  3.  When you give according to Bible principles, you will manifest the nature of 
the Lord Jesus christ in your life, resulting in god being glorified through 
you. 2 Corinthians 9:8-15; 1 Chronicles 29:8-13

2	 CORINTHIANS	 9:7
So let each one give as he purposes in his 
heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for 
God loves a cheerful giver.

2	 CORINTHIANS	 8:3
For I bear witness that according to their 
ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they 
were freely willing.

2	 SAMueL	 24:24
Then the king said to Araunah, “No, but I 
will surely buy it from you for a price; nor 
will I offer burnt offerings to the LORD my 
God with that which costs me nothing.” So 
David bought the threshing floor and the 
oxen for fifty shekels of silver.

1	 CORINTHIANS	 16:2
On the first day of the week let each one of 
you lay something aside, storing up as he 
may prosper, that there be no collections 
when I come.

2	 CORINTHIANS	 8:12
For if there is first a willing mind, it is 
accepted according to what one has, and 
not according to what he does not have.

2	 CORINTHIANS	 9:6
But this I say: He who sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and he who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully.

gALATIANS	 6:7-9
Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; 
for whatever a man sows, that he will 
also reap.
For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh 
reap corruption, but he who sows to the 
Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.
And let us not grow weary while doing 
good, for in due season we shall reap if 
we do not lose heart.

ROMANS	 8:29	
For whom He foreknew, He also predestined 
to be conformed to the image of His Son, 
that He might be the firstborn among 
many brethren.

JOHN	 3:16
For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

1	 JOHN	 4:10
In this is love, not that we loved God, but 
that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.

2	 CORINTHIANS	 8:9
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He 
became poor, that you through His poverty 
might become rich. 

2	 CORINTHIANS	 9:8-15
And God is able to make all grace abound toward 
you, that you, always having all sufficiency in 
all things, may have an abundance for every 
good work.
(As it is written: “He has dispersed abroad,
He has given to the poor;
His righteousness endures forever.”)

Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, 
and bread for food, supply and multiply the 
seed you have sown and increase the fruits of 
your righteousness,
while you are enriched in everything for all 
liberality, which causes thanksgiving through 
us to God.
For the administration of this service not only 
supplies the needs of the saints, but also is 
abounding through many thanksgivings to 
God,
While, through the proof of this ministry, they 
glorify God for the obedience of your confession 
to the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal 
sharing with them and all men,
And by their prayer for you, who long for you 
because of the exceeding grace of God in you.
Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!

1	 CHRONICLeS	 29:8-13
And whoever had precious stones gave them to 
the treasury of the house of the LORD, into the 

hand of Jehiel[a] the Gershonite.
Then the people rejoiced, for they had offered 
willingly, because with a loyal heart they had 
offered willingly to the LORD; and King David 
also rejoiced greatly.
David’s Praise to God
Therefore David blessed the LORD before all 
the assembly; and David said: “Blessed are You, 
LORD God of Israel, our Father, forever and ever.
Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, The power and 
the glory, The victory and the majesty; For all 
that is in heaven and in earth is Yours; Yours 
is the kingdom, O LORD, And You are exalted 
as head over all.
Both riches and honor come from You, And You 
reign over all. In Your hand is power and might; 
In Your hand it is to make great And to give 
strength to all.
“Now therefore, our God, We thank You And 
praise Your glorious name.
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NOTeS	:

8.	 BASIC	 QueSTIONS.

 A.  how can i be sure i am giving to the right things and that my money (and 
time) is being used as god would have it?

  1.  Build your giving (time, service and money) around the local church. it is 
god’s ordained institution for this age.

  2.  in most churches, a group of men are entrusted with the respon sibility of 
handling the financial matters of the body. if you have prayerfully sought 
god’s leadership in choosing a local church, and you have followed the 
principles in his word in doing so, then you ought to trust the leaders of the 
church to handle this matter properly. if you have good reason to believe 
that the church’s resources are not being used scripturally, then speak to 
the individuals with that responsibility. if the matter is not answered to 
your satisfaction, then perhaps you should consider praying about seeking 
another church. 2 Corinthians 8:20-21

■    Questions

 1.  give one reason from your own studies in the Bible why you believe that god 
doesn’t need your money

 2.  Before you consider giving any money to the Lord’s work, you must give of 
yourself first. List three reasons for this.

  A.

  B.

  c.

 3. List three reasons for giving your resources.

	 	 A.

  B.

  c.

 4.  the christian should give of his time, service and resources first to the local 
church. Briefly explain why this is true.

2	 CORINTHIANS	 8:20-21
Avoiding this: that anyone should blame 
us in this lavish gift which is administered 
by us—
Providing honorable things, not only in the 
sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of 
men. 
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NOTeS	:

 5.  List four areas in which money is to be used by the local church. give a verse 
that best defines each point.

  A. 

  B. 

  c.

  d.

 6. Why should you not feel obligated to give to the Lord’s work?

 7.  Briefly detail the three levels of giving. 

  A.

  B.

  c.

 8.  “tithing” is not a set rule for the christian. instead of the “tithe”, what are four 
attitudes on giving found in 2 corinthians 9:7?

  A.

  B.

  c.

  d.

 9.  if god has control of your ________________ he will have control of your 
__________________

 10. explain what true new testament giving is.

 11. Briefly explain the primary purpose of this lesson.



pAge 6

NOTeS	:

■	 	 Key	 MeMORy	 VeRSeS:  2 Corinthians 9:7; 
Matthew 6:21; 
2 Corinthians 8:9

NOTe:  From many pulpits, and on most radio and television shows, you will hear the 
following teachings regarding giving:

  1.  christians are supposed to tithe.

  2.  christians are obligated to give to any good cause.

  3. if you don’t give, the work of god will suffer.

From the Bible principles taught in this lesson, you should understand that these 
teachings are false, and why.

● Write any questions you may have concerning the subjects in this lesson.

2	 CORINTHIANS	 9:7
So let each one give as he purposes in 
his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; 
for God loves a cheerful giver.

MATTHew	 6:21
For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.

2	 CORINTHIANS	 8:9
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your 
sakes He became poor, that you through 
His poverty might become rich. 



pAge 7

“What should Be My Attitude 
toward Money and possessions?

one of the greatest temptations facing christians today is the tremendous materialism 
in our culture. We are geared to think that success is measured by the abundance of 
our material wealth; when in reality, a man's success is measured by fulfilling god’s 
plan for his life as we saw in a previous lesson.

the Bible has a great deal to say about our attitudes toward physical possessions.  
the object of this lesson is to determine how god would have us deal with this matter 
in light of biblical principles.

1.	 yOu	 dO	 NOT	 HAVe	 TO	 Be	 POOR	 TO	 PLeASe	 gOd!

 A.  this is very important to understand. spirituality is not measured by either 
the abundance or lack of material goods. nowhere in the Bible does god 
specifically condemn anyone simply for having money. instead, he deals with 
their attitude.

 B.  the Bible does not say that money is the root of all evil. it says “... the LoVe 
of money is the root of all evil...” 1 timothy 6:10

 c.  Many godly Bible characters were wealthy.

  1.   solomon was the wealthiest man in history, yet observe his conclusion of 
this matter. Ecclesiastes 12:13-14

  2.    Job was the wealthiest man of his day (Job 1:3), yet when all his wealth 
was gone, observe his attitude. Job 1:20-22

  3.   even the Lord Jesus christ was accompanied by a group	of wealthy women 
who provided for him materially. Luke 8:1-3; John 12:3

2.	 	AT	 wHAT	 POINT	 dOeS	 MONey	 INTeRfeRe	 wITH	 My	 ReLATIONSHIP	
wITH	 gOd?

 A.   When you trust in it rather than trusting in god. Mark 10:23-27; Proverbs 11:4; 
Proverbs 11:28

 B.   When your affections are set on your earthly possessions instead of your 
heavenly possessions. Matthew 6:19-21; Colossians 3:1-4

 c.   When you think your own spirituality, another man’s spirituality, or god’s 
blessings can be measured by material possessions. Luke 12:15; 1 Samuel 16:7

   Money &
PoSSeSSionS

11eCCLeSIASTeS	 12:13-14
Let us hear the conclusion of the 
whole matter: Fear God and keep His 
commandments, For this is man’s all.
For God will bring every work into 
judgment, Including every secret thing, 
Whether good or evil. 

JOB	 1:20-22
Then Job arose, tore his robe, and shaved 
his head; and he fell to the ground and 
worshiped.  And he said: “Naked I came 
from my mother’s womb, And naked shall I 
return there. The LORD gave, and the LORD 
has taken away; Blessed be the name of 
the LORD.”
In all this Job did not sin nor charge God 
with wrong.

LuKe	 8:1-3
Now it came to pass, afterward, that 
He went through every city and village, 
preaching and bringing the glad tidings 
of the kingdom of God. And the twelve 
were with Him,
And certain women who had been healed 
of evil spirits and infirmities—Mary called 
Magdalene, out of whom had come seven 
demons,
And Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod’s 
steward, and Susanna, and many others 
who provided for Him from their substance.

JOHN	 12:3
Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil 
of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, 
and wiped His feet with her hair. And the 
house was filled with the fragrance of the 
oil.

MARK	 10:23-27
Then Jesus looked around and said to His 
disciples, “How hard it is for those who 
have riches to enter the kingdom of God!”
And the disciples were astonished at His 
words. But Jesus answered again and said 
to them, “Children, how hard it is for those 
who trust in riches[a] to enter the kingdom 
of God!
It is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter 
the kingdom of God.”
And they were greatly astonished, saying 
among themselves, “Who then can be 
saved?”
But Jesus looked at them and said, “With 
men it is impossible, but not with God; for 
with God all things are possible.” 

PROVeRBS	 11:4
Riches do not profit in the day of wrath,
But righteousness delivers from death. 

PROVeRBS	 11:28
He who trusts in his riches will fall, But the 
righteous will flourish like foliage. 

MATTHew	 6:19-21
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust destroy and where thieves 
break in and steal;
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust destroys and 
where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also.

COLOSSIANS	 3:1-4
If then you were raised with Christ, seek those 
things which are above, where Christ is, sitting 
at the right hand of God.
Set your mind on things above, not on things 
on the earth.
For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ 
in God.
When Christ who is our life appears, then you 
also will appear with Him in glory.

LuKe	 12:15
And He said to them, “Take heed and beware 
of covetousness, for one’s life does not consist 
in the abundance of the things he possesses.”

1	 SAMueL	 16:7
But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look 
at his appearance or at his physical stature, 
because I have refused him. For the LORD 
does not see as man sees; for man looks at 
the outward appearance, but the LORD looks 
at the heart.”  
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 d.   When your objective in life becomes to earn as much money as possible. 
Proverbs 23:4; Ecclesiastes 5:10-12

 e.  When you think that you provide for your own needs instead of god providing 
them. Philippians 4:19; Deuteronomy 8:10-18

3.	 	 	wHAT	 ARe	 THe	 PROPeR	 ATTITudeS	 I	 SHOuLd	 deVeLOP	 TOwARd	
PHySICAL	 POSSeSSIONS?

 A.   First and foremost, Be content with what you have. Understand – to be 
content is not to grudgingly resign yourself to accept your state, but to 
rest satisfied in god’s provision; realizing whatever you have been given is a 
blessing.

  1.   We are to be content with our possessions. Hebrews 13:5; 1 Timothy 6:8

  2.   We are to be content in whatever state we find ourselves, resting in the 
Lord Jesus christ. Philippians 4:11.  note that paul wrote these words while 
in jail.

 B.   realize that there are many things which are far more important than money, 
which money cannot buy :

  1.  Wisdom Proverbs 16:16
  2.  A righteous life. Proverbs 28:6, 16:8; Psalm 37:16
  3. A good night’s sleep Ecclesiastes 5:12
  4.  god’s word Psalm 119:14,72,127
  5.  good health Luke 8:43
  6.  Quietness and peace Ecclesiastes 4:6; Proverbs 15:16, 17:1

 c.   if and when god blesses you physically, do not forget him. Deuteronomy 
6:10-12; Proverbs 30:7-9; Revelation 3:17

PROVeRBS	 23:4
Do not overwork to be rich; Because of 
your own understanding, cease! 

eCCLeSIASTeS	 5:10-12
He who loves silver will not be satisfied 
with silver;
Nor he who loves abundance, with 
increase.
This also is vanity.
When goods increase,
They increase who eat them;
So what profit have the owners
Except to see them with their eyes?
The sleep of a laboring man is sweet,
Whether he eats little or much;
But the abundance of the rich will not 
permit him to sleep.

PHILIPPIANS	 4:19
My God shall supply all your need according 
to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

deuTeRONOMy	 8:10-18
When you have eaten and are full, then 
you shall bless the LORD your God for the 
good land which He has given you.
“Beware that you do not forget the 
LORD your God by not keeping His 
commandments, His judgments, and His 
statutes which I command you today,
Lest—when you have eaten and are full, 
and have built beautiful houses and dwell 
in them;
And when your herds and your flocks 
multiply, and your silver and your gold are 
multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied;
When your heart is lifted up, and you forget 
the LORD your God who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage;
Who led you through that great and terrible 
wilderness, in which were fiery serpents and 
scorpions and thirsty land where there was no 
water; who brought water for you out of the 
flinty rock;
Who fed you in the wilderness with manna, 
which your fathers did not know, that He might 
humble you and that He might test you, to do 
you good in the end—
Then you say in your heart, ‘My power and the 
might of my hand have gained me this wealth.’
“And you shall remember the LORD your God, 
for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, 
that He may establish His covenant which He 
swore to your fathers, as it is this day.

HeBRewS	 13:5
Let your conduct be without covetousness; be 
content with such things as you have. For He 
Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor 
forsake you.”

1	 TIMOTHy	 6:8
And having food and clothing, with these we 
shall be content.

PHILIPPIANS	 4:11
Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have 
learned in whatever state I am, to be content.

PROVeRBS	 16:16
How much better to get wisdom than gold!
And to get understanding is to be chosen rather 
than silver. 

PROVeRBS	 28:6
Better is the poor who walks in his integrity
Than one perverse in his ways, though he be 
rich. 

PROVeRBS	 16:8
Better is a little with righteousness,
Than vast revenues without justice. 

PSALM	 37:16
A little that a righteous man has
Is better than the riches of many wicked.

eCCLeSIASTeS	 5:12
The sleep of a laboring man is sweet,
Whether he eats little or much;
But the abundance of the rich will not permit 
him to sleep.  

PSALM	 119:14
I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies,
As much as in all riches.

PSALM	 119:72
The law of Your mouth is better to me
Than thousands of coins of gold and silver. 

PSALM	 119:127
Therefore I love Your commandments
More than gold, yes, than fine gold!

LuKe	 8:43
Now a woman, having a flow of blood for 
twelve years, who had spent all her livelihood 
on physicians and could not be healed by any,

eCCLeSIASTeS	 4:6
Better a handful with quietness
Than both hands full, together with toil and 
grasping for the wind. 

PROVeRBS	 15:16
Better is a little with the fear of the LORD,
Than great treasure with trouble. 

PROVeRBS	 17:1
Better is a dry morsel with quietness, Than a 
house full of feasting[a]with strife. 

deuTeRONOMy	 6:10-12
“So it shall be, when the LORD your God brings 
you into the land of which He swore to your 
fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give 
you large and beautiful cities which you did 
not build,
Houses full of all good things, which you did 
not fill, hewn-out wells which you did not dig, 
vineyards and olive trees which you did not 
plant—when you have eaten and are full—
Then beware, lest you forget the LORD who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the 
house of bondage.

PROVeRBS	 30:7-9
Two things I request of You (Deprive me not 
before I die):
Remove falsehood and lies far from me; Give 
me neither poverty nor riches—
Feed me with the food allotted to me;
Lest I be full and deny You, And say, “Who is 
the LORD?”
Or lest I be poor and steal, And profane the 
name of my God.

ReVeLATION	 3:17
Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become 
wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do 
not know that you are wretched, miserable, 
poor, blind, and naked.
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 d.   realize that if god takes all your wealth away, it should not affect your 
relationship with him. Job 1:20-22

 e.  don’t be envious of someone else’s wealth. Psalm 49:16-17; Exodus 20:17 

 F.  stay away from “get rich quick” schemes. Proverbs 20:21, 28:20,22

 g.   Finally, realize that our culture through the media and advertising has a 
tremendously negative materialistic influence on you. guard yourself. Make 
sure your major desires are spiritual instead of physical.

4.	 	 	yOu	 MuST	 STRIKe	 A	 PROPeR	 BALANCe	 IN	 yOuR	 ATTITude	 TOwARd	
MONey	 ANd	 POSSeSSIONS.

 A. proverbs 11:1 says, “dishonest scales are an abomination to the Lord...”

  1.  the same Bible that says not to worry about your physical provisions in 
Matthew 6:25-34 also says that if a man doesn’t provide for his family he 
is worse than an unbeliever in 1 Timothy 5:8

  2.  the same Bible that says “... the love of money is the root of all evil...” Also 
says “... the laborer is worthy of his wages.” 1 Timothy 5:17-18

 B.  these are not contradictory statements, but balancing principles to show you 
how to handle physical possessions.

5.	 BASIC	 QueSTIONS

 A. What will god provide for me?

  1.   god promises to	 provide your needs. Philippians 4:19; Matthew 6:25-34 

  2.   those needs will be physical as well as spiritual.

  3.   you must discern between needs and WAnts. this is a very difficult thing 
to do. compare the following verses on needs and wants.

   A. needs. James 2:15-16; Hebrews 4:14-16; Mark 2:25 

   B. Wants. Proverbs 13:25; Philippians 4:11; James 1:4

JOB	 1:20-22
Then Job arose, tore his robe, and shaved 
his head; and he fell to the ground and 
worshiped.  And he said: “Naked I came 
from my mother’s womb, And naked shall I 
return there. The LORD gave, and the LORD 
has taken away; Blessed be the name of 
the LORD.”
In all this Job did not sin nor charge God 
with wrong.

PSALM	 49:16-17
Do not be afraid when one becomes rich, 
When the glory of his house is increased;
For when he dies he shall carry nothing 
away; His glory shall not descend after 
him.

exOduS	 20:17
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s 
house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 
wife, nor his male servant, nor his female 
servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor 
anything that is your neighbor’s.”

PROVeRBS	 20:21
An inheritance gained hastily at the 
beginning
Will not be blessed at the end. 

PROVeRBS	 28:20
A faithful man will abound with blessings,
But he who hastens to be rich will not go 
unpunished. 

PROVeRBS	 28:22
A man with an evil eye hastens after riches,
And does not consider that poverty will 
come upon him.

MATTHew	 6:25-34
“Therefore I say to you, do not worry about 
your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink; nor about your body, what you will 
put on. Is not life more than food and the 
body more than clothing?
Look at the birds of the air, for they neither 
sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of 
more value than they?
Which of you by worrying can add one cubit 
to his stature?
“So why do you worry about clothing? Consider 
the lilies of the field, how they grow: they 
neither toil nor spin;
And yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these.
Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, 
which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into 
the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O 
you of little faith?
“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we 
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall 
we wear?’
For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For 
your heavenly Father knows that you need all 
these things.
But seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be 
added to you.
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will worry about its own things. 
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

1	 TIMOTHy	 5:8
If anyone does not provide for his own, and 
especially for those of his household, he has 
denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

1	 TIMOTHy	 5:17-18
Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy 
of double honor, especially those who labor in 
the word and doctrine.
For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an 
ox while it treads out the grain,”[a] and, “The 
laborer is worthy of his wages.”

PHILIPPIANS	 4:19
And my God shall supply all your need 
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

JAMeS	 2:15-16
If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of 
daily food,
And one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, 
be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them 
the things which are needed for the body, what 
does it profit?

HeBRewS	 4:14-16
Seeing then that we have a great High Priest 
who has passed through the heavens, Jesus 

the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.
For we do not have a High Priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all 
points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace 
to help in time of need.

MARK	 2:25
But He said to them, “Have you never read what 
David did when he was in need and hungry, he 
and those with him.

PROVeRBS	 13:25
The righteous eats to the satisfying of his soul,
But the stomach of the wicked shall be in want.

PHILIPPIANS	 4:11
Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have 
learned in whatever state I am, to be content.

JAMeS	 1:4
But let patience have its perfect work, that you 
may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.
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NOTeS	:

■	 	 Questions

1.  does the amount of wealth you have determine whether or not god is pleased 
with you? Briefly explain.

2. What can we learn about man and money from 1 Timothy 6:10?

3.  two men in the Bible who were very wealthy had an attitude that was uncommon 
among others. What was so different about their attitude concerning wealth?

 A. solomon

 B. Job

4.  List five wrong attitudes towards money that will interfere with your relationship 
with god. give a scripture verse that helps you best understand each wrong 
attitude.

 A.

 B.

 c.

 d. 

 e.

5.  What is the most important attitude you should develop toward physical 
possessions?

6.  What does the apostle paul teach us through the attitude displayed in the 
following verses?

 A. hebrews 13:5

 B. 1 timothy 6:8

 c. philippians 4:11

1	 TIMOTHy	 6:10
The LOVE of money is the root of all evil ...
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7. List six important things that money cannot buy and that only god can give you.

 A.

 B.

 c.

 d.

 e.

 F.

8.  List five other attitudes you should develop toward money and physical possessions.

 A.

 B. 

 c.

 d.

 e.

9.  god promises to provide your needs, not necessarily your _________.  your needs 
are both __________ as well as __________.  give some examples of your needs 
and wants. Use the verses provided in this study as well as your own personal 
studies.

 needs:

 Wants:

10. Briefly explain the primary purpose of this lesson.

■	 	 Key	 MeMORy	 VeRSeS:  Philippians 4:11; 
Philippians 4:19;  
Colossians 3:2 

NOTe: some common attitudes regarding physical possessions are:

 1. if you get enough material wealth, you will be satisfied.
 2.  god must be pleased with rich people for him to have blessed them so much.
 3.  A rich person must have violated god’s laws to obtain his wealth.
 4. your worth as a person is measured by your material wealth.

From the Bible principles taught in this lesson, you should understand that these 
attitudes are wrong, and why.

● Write any questions you may have concerning the subjects in this lesson.

PHILIPPIANS	 4:11
Not that I speak in regard to need, for I 
have learned in whatever state I am, to be 
content.

PHILIPPIANS	 4:19
My God shall supply all your need according 
to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

COLOSSIANS	 3:2
Set your mind on things above, not on 
things on the earth.
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“how do i overcome sin in My Life?”

A famous preacher once said that when a saved person begins to battle sin in his own 
life, he enters a combat so intense it makes a World War look like a sunday school 
picnic. this truth is not evident to a young christian; but as you grow, you will realize 
further the intensity of the struggle.

As we saw very briefly in Lesson one, when you got saved, you became two people. 
your old man in Adam’s image has a sinful nature, and your new man in christ Jesus 
has god’s image. this lesson is designed to help you combat the sin nature of the 
old man.

1.	 wHAT	 IS	 SIN?

 A. sin is breaking god’s law. 1 John 3:4

 B. sin is any unrighteousness  1 John 5:17

 c. sin is anything done apart from faith.   Romans 14:23

2.	 wHy	 dO	 I	 SIN?

 A.  you sin because you inherited a sinful nature from Adam. Romans 5:12; 
1 Corinthians 15:45-49

 B.  you sin because your old nature draws you into sin. James 1:13-14; 
Romans 7:14-25

 c.   you sin as a result of temptation in three major areas which are out lined in  
1 John 2:15-16. Jesus was also tempted in these three areas, yet without sin 
as stated in Hebrews 4:15.

  1.  the lust of the flesh – eve was tempted in this point in genesis 3:6 when 
she saw that the tree was “good for food”. Jesus was tempted in this point 
in Matthew 4:3 when the devil tried to get him to turn stones into bread.

  2.  the lust of the eyes – eve was tempted here when she saw the tree was 
“pleasant to the eyes.” Jesus was tempted when the devil showed him all 
the kingdoms of the world and promised to give them to him in exchange 
for worship.

  3.  the pride of life – eve fell to the temptation “to be desired to make one 
wise”. Jesus overcame the temptation to cast himself down to prove the 
angels would take care of him.

   DeaLinG with Sin12
1	 JOHN	 3:4

Whoever commits sin also commits 
lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.

1	 JOHN	 5:17
All unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin 
not leading to death

ROMANS	 14:23
But he who doubts is condemned if he 
eats, because he does not eat from faith; 
for whatever is not from faith is sin.

ROMANS	 5:12
Therefore, just as through one man sin 
entered the world, and death through sin, 
and thus death spread to all men, because 
all sinned.

1	 CORINTHIANS	 15:45-49
And so it is written, “The first man Adam 
became a living being.” The last Adam 
became a life-giving spirit.
However, the spiritual is not first, but the 
natural, and afterward the spiritual.
The first man was of the earth, made of 
dust; the second Man is the Lord from 
heaven.
As was the man of dust, so also are those 
who are made of dust; and as is the 
heavenly Man, so also are those who are 
heavenly.
And as we have borne the image of the 
man of dust, we shall also bear the image 
of the heavenly Man.

JAMeS	 1:13-14
Let no one say when he is tempted, “I 
am tempted by God”; for God cannot be 
tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt 
anyone.
But each one is tempted when he is drawn 
away by his own desires and enticed.

ROMANS	 7:14-25
For we know that the law is spiritual, but 
I am carnal, sold under sin.
For what I am doing, I do not understand. 
For what I will to do, that I do not practice; 
but what I hate, that I do.
If, then, I do what I will not to do, I agree 
with the law that it is good.
But now, it is no longer I who do it, but sin 
that dwells in me.
For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) 
nothing good dwells; for to will is present 
with me, but how to perform what is good 
I do not find.
For the good that I will to do, I do not do; 
but the evil I will not to do, that I practice.
Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no 
longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in 
me.
I find then a law, that evil is present with 
me, the one who wills to do good.
For I delight in the law of God according 
to the inward man.
But I see another law in my members, 
warring against the law of my mind, and 
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin 
which is in my members.
O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me 
from this body of death?
I thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So 
then, with the mind I myself serve the law of 

God, but with the flesh the law of sin.

1	 JOHN	 2:15-16	 	 	
Do not love the world or the things in the world. 
If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him.
For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, 

the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not 
of the Father but is of the world.

HeBRewS	 4:15
For we do not have a High Priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all 
points tempted as we are, yet without sin.
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3.	 HOw	 dOeS	 gOd	 LOOK	 AT	 My	 SIN?

 A. your sin was judged by god at calvary. 2 Corinthians 5:21

 B.  if you continue in sin, god will chastise you as a father chastises his son. 
Hebrews 12:5-11

 c. god will allow you to reap according to what you have sown. Galatians 6:7-8

4.	 wHAT	 THINgS	 CAN	 I	 dO	 TO	 OVeRCOMe	 SIN?

 A.  your sin is your own fault, not anyone else’s. you must accept respon sibility 
for your sin. you will never correct anything until you face up to responsibility. 
Proverbs 28:13

 B.  don’t allow sinful thoughts to control your mind. 2 Corinthians 10:5

 c. don’t make provisions for the flesh. Romans 13:14

 d.  realize that you are dead to sin in Jesus christ. dead men cannot sin. Romans 
6:6-13; Colossians 3:1-10

 e. Judge your sin. Agree with god that it is sin. 1 Corinthians 11:31-32

 F.  confess your sins to god. 1 John 1:9

 g.  hide god’s word in your heart to battle sin.

  1.  1 Corinthians 10:13 says that god has made a way of escape from temptation.
  2.  that way of escape is found in Psalm 119:9-11. it is the word of god.
  3. Jesus christ overcame his temptation by quoting scripture.
  4.  the only sure way of overcoming sin in your life is through the power of 

the word of god as you hide it in your heart and apply it to your life.

2	 CORINTHIANS	 5:21
For He made Him who knew no sin to 
be sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.

HeBRewS	 12:5-11
And you have forgotten the exhortation 
which speaks to you as to sons:
“My son, do not despise the chastening of 
the LORD,
Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked 
by Him;
For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And 
scourges every son whom He receives.”
If you endure chastening, God deals with 
you as with sons; for what son is there 
whom a father does not chasten?
But if you are without chastening, of which 
all have become partakers, then you are 
illegitimate and not sons.
Furthermore, we have had human fathers 
who corrected us, and we paid them 
respect. Shall we not much more readily 
be in subjection to the Father of spirits 
and live?
For they indeed for a few days chastened 
us as seemed best to them, but He for our 
profit, that we may be partakers of His 
holiness.
Now no chastening seems to be joyful 
for the present, but painful; nevertheless, 
afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness to those who have been 
trained by it.

gALATIANS	 6:7-8
Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; 
for whatever a man sows, that he will 
also reap.
For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh 
reap corruption, but he who sows to the 
Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.

PROVeRBS	 28:13
He who covers his sins will not prosper,
But whoever confesses and forsakes them will 
have mercy. 

2	 CORINTHIANS	 10:5
Casting down arguments and every high thing 
that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, 
bringing every thought into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ.

ROMANS	 13:14
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.

ROMANS	 6:6-13
Knowing this, that our old man was crucified 
with Him, that the body of sin might be done 
away with, that we should no longer be slaves 
of sin.
For he who has died has been freed from sin.
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we 
shall also live with Him,
Knowing that Christ, having been raised from 
the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has 
dominion over Him.
For the death that He died, He died to sin once 
for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.
Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead 
indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.
Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal 

body, that you should obey it in its lusts.
And do not present your members as 
instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but 
present yourselves to God as being alive from 
the dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness to God.

COLOSSIANS	 3:1-10
If then you were raised with Christ, seek those 
things which are above, where Christ is, sitting 
at the right hand of God.
Set your mind on things above, not on things 
on the earth.
For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ 
in God.
When Christ who is our life appears, then you 
also will appear with Him in glory.
Therefore put to death your members which are 
on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, 
evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.
Because of these things the wrath of God is 
coming upon the sons of disobedience,
In which you yourselves once walked when you 
lived in them.
But now you yourselves are to put off all 
these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
language out of your mouth.
Do not lie to one another, since you have put 
off the old man with his deeds,
And have put on the new man who is renewed 
in knowledge according to the image of Him 
who created him.

1	 CORINTHIANS	 11:31-32
For if we would judge ourselves, we would not 
be judged.
But when we are judged, we are chastened by 
the Lord, that we may not be condemned with 
the world. 

1	 JOHN	 1:9
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

1	 CORINTHIANS	 10:13
No temptation has overtaken you except such 
as is common to man; but God is faithful, who 
will not allow you to be tempted beyond what 
you are able, but with the temptation will also 
make the way of escape, that you may be able 
to bear it.

PSALM	 119:9-11
How can a young man cleanse his way?
By taking heed according to Your word.
With my whole heart I have sought You;
Oh, let me not wander from Your 
commandments!
Your word I have hidden in my heart,
That I might not sin against You.
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 h.  trust god’s promises to cleanse you and to fight your battles for you.  
2 Corinthians 7:1; Hebrews 4:15-16

 i.  Walk in the power of the holy spirit. Galatians 5:16-25; Romans 8:1-8

5.	 BASIC	 QueSTIONS.

how do i keep the influences of a sinful world from affecting me?

 A.  don’t involve yourself with sinful activities. of course, you must associate with 
unsaved people in order to try to win them, but don’t get involved in their 
sin. Ephesians 5:5-12

 B.  separate yourself from the ways of the world and follow the Lord Jesus christ. 
2 Corinthians 6:14-18; James 4:4

 c.  realize that “separation” is also a positive thing. not only are you to be  
separate from the world, but you are to separate yourself to the gospel. 
Romans 1:1

■	 	 Questions
 1. List three definitions of sin. 

  A.

  B.

  c.

 2. Why do we have to battle sin? 

  A.

  B.

2	 CORINTHIANS	 7:1
Therefore, having these promises, beloved, 
let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness 
of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness 
in the fear of God.

HeBRewS	 4:15-16
For we do not have a High Priest who 
cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but was in all points tempted as we are, 
yet without sin.
Let us therefore come boldly to the throne 
of grace, that we may obtain mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need.

gALATIANS	 5:16-25
I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall 
not fulfill the lust of the flesh.
For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and 
the Spirit against the flesh; and these are 
contrary to one another, so that you do not 
do the things that you wish.
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 
under the law.
Now the works of the flesh are evident, 
which are: adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lewdness,
Idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, 
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish 
ambitions, dissensions, heresies,
envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and 
the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just 
as I also told you in time past, that those 
who practice such things will not inherit 
the kingdom of God.
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness,  gentleness, self-control. 
Against such there is no law.
And those who are Christ’s have crucified 
the flesh with its passions and desires.
If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in 
the Spirit.

ROMANS	 8:1-8
There is therefore now no condemnation 
to those who are in Christ Jesus,[a] who 
do not walk according to the flesh, but 
according to the Spirit.
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus has made me free from the law of 
sin and death.
For what the law could not do in that it was 
weak through the flesh, God did by sending 
His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on 
account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh,
That the righteous requirement of the law might 
be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to 
the flesh but according to the Spirit.
For those who live according to the flesh set 
their minds on the things of the flesh, but those 
who live according to the Spirit, the things of 
the Spirit.
For to be carnally minded is death, but to be 
spiritually minded is life and peace.
Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; 
for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed 
can be.
So then, those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God.

ePHeSIANS	 5:5-12
For this you know,[a] that no fornicator, 
unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an 

idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of 
Christ and God.
Let no one deceive you with empty words, for 
because of these things the wrath of God comes 
upon the sons of disobedience.
Therefore do not be partakers with them.
For you were once darkness, but now you are 
light in the Lord. Walk as children of light
(for the fruit of the Spirit[b]is in all goodness, 
righteousness, and truth),
Finding out what is acceptable to the Lord.
And have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather expose them.
For it is shameful even to speak of those things 
which are done by them in secret.

2	 CORINTHIANS	 6:14-18
Do not be unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers. For what fellowship has 
righteousness with lawlessness? And what 
communion has light with darkness?
And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or 
what part has a believer with an unbeliever?

And what agreement has the temple of God 
with idols? For you[a] are the temple of the 
living God. As God has said:
“I will dwell in them And walk among them. I 
will be their God, And they shall be My people.”
Therefore “ Come out from among them And 
be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what 
is unclean, And I will receive you.”
“I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My 
sons and daughters, Says the LORD Almighty.”

JAMeS	 4:4
Adulterers and[a] adulteresses! Do you not 
know that friendship with the world is enmity 
with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a 
friend of the world makes himself an enemy 
of God.

ROMANS	 1:1
Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to 
be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God.
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NOTeS	:

 3.  Briefly explain in your own words what the apostle paul is communicating to 
us in romans 7:14-25.

 4.  All sin originates from one of three categories. List the three that are seen in 
1 John 2:16.

  A.

  B.

  c.

 5.  Match the above categories with the three things that eve saw in genesis 3:6.

  A.

  B.

  c.

 6.  Match the above categories with the three areas the devil tempted Jesus with 
in Matthew 4:3-11.

  A.

  B.

  c.

 7.  List three ways that god looks at your sin.

  A.

  B.

  c.

MATTHew	 4:3-11	
Now when the tempter came to Him, 
he said, “If You are the Son of God, 
command that these stones become 
bread.”
But He answered and said, “It is written, 
‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God'."
Then the devil took Him up into the 
holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, 
and said to Him, “If You are the Son 
of God, throw Yourself down. For it is 
written:
' He shall give His angels charge over 
you,’
and,
‘ In their hands they shall bear you up,
Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’”
Jesus said to him, “It is written again, 
‘You shall not tempt the LORD your God.’”
Again, the devil took Him up on an 
exceedingly high mountain, and showed 
Him all the kingdoms of the world and 
their glory. 
And he said to Him, “All these things I 
will give You if You will fall down and 
worship me.”
Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, 
Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship 
the LORD your God, and Him only you 
shall serve.’”
Then the devil left Him, and behold, 
angels came and ministered to Him.
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NOTeS	:

 8.  Why must you accept responsibility for your sin?

 9. Briefly explain the instruction given to us in the following verses.

  A. romans 13:14 

  B. 1 corinthians 11:31-32 

  c. 1 John 1:9 

  d. 2 corinthians 7:1

 10.  Jesus christ overcame his temptation by quoting scripture (Matthew 4:3-11). 
What do the two following verses teach us about this?

  A. 1 corinthians 10:13 

  B. psalm 119:11

 11.  List three ways that help minimize the influence of a sinful world on your life.

  A.

  B.

  c.

 12. Briefly explain the primary purpose of this lesson.

■	 Key	 MeMORy	 VeRSeS:  Psalm 119:11; 
Hebrews 4:15;  
Romans 6:11

NOTe: in many churches today, some popular teachings are:

 1. there are “big sins” and “little sins.”

 2. sometimes you have to sin because someone else forces you to.

 3. our sins can be forgiven by other men if we confess to them.

 4. if sin is bad enough, i can lose my salvation.

 5.  there is a “sin unto death” or an “unpardonable sin” i can commit.

From the Bible principles taught in this lesson, you should understand that these 
teachings are false, and why.

● Write any questions you may have concerning the subjects in this lesson.

PSALM	 119:11
Your word I have hidden in my heart,
That I might not sin against You.

HeBRewS	 4:15
For we do not have a High Priest who 
cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but was in all points tempted as we are, 
yet without sin.

ROMANS	 6:11
Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be 
dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.
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NOTeS	:

“since All My sins Are Forgiven, 
Am i Free to do As i please?”

the new testament is very clear that as saved people, we are no longer bound by 
any law to please god, but we are under his grace. Many people, however, take this 
freedom as an opportunity to sin, thinking they are free to do as they wish.

the purpose of this lesson is to help the individual understand just what his liberties 
in Jesus christ are, and what lines need to be drawn in his life in relation to his actions 
as a child of god.

1.	 AM	 I	 fRee	 TO	 dO	 wHATeVeR	 I	 wANT?

 A.   personally, within your own life you are free to make your own choices.  
John 8:36; Romans 14:22; Titus 1:15

 B.   you are eternally secure in Jesus christ. if you have genuinely placed your trust 
in him as your savior, you cannot go to hell. you will go to heaven regardless 
of what you do and whether you like it or not. Galatians 2:16; Ephesians 2:8-9

 c.   you are not bound by any laws. Romans 8:2; Galatians 3:24-25

2.	 HOweVeR	 :

 A.  the liberty you have in Jesus christ gives you freedom to do what is right 
without the constraints of any laws as opposed to giving you license to sin 
or do what you want. Galatians 5:13

 B.   your liberty is not so you can feed your sinful flesh. Romans 6:12-18

 c.  your liberty is so you can serve god. 1 Peter 2:16

JOHN	 8:36
Therefore if the Son makes you free, you 
shall be free indeed.

ROMANS	 14:22
Do you have faith? Have it to yourself 
before God. Happy is he who does not 
condemn himself in what he approves.

TITuS	 1:15
To the pure all things are pure, but to those 
who are defiled and unbelieving nothing is 
pure; but even their mind and conscience 
are defiled.

gALATIANS	 2:16
Knowing that a man is not justified by the 
works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, 
even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that 
we might be justified by faith in Christ and 
not by the works of the law; for by the 
works of the law no flesh shall be justified. 

ePHeSIANS	 2:8-9
For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the 
gift of God,
Not of works, lest anyone should boast.

ROMANS	 8:2
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
has made me free from the law of sin and 
death.

gALATIANS	 3:24-25
Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us 
to Christ, that we might be justified by faith.
But after faith has come, we are no longer 
under a tutor.

gALATIANS	 5:13
For you, brethren, have been called to 
liberty; only do not use liberty as an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through love 
serve one another.

ROMANS	 6:12-18
Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal 
body, that you should obey it in its lusts.
And do not present your members as 
instruments of unrighteousness to sin, 
but present yourselves to God as being 
alive from the dead, and your members as 
instruments of righteousness to God.
For sin shall not have dominion over you, 
for you are not under law but under grace.
What then? Shall we sin because we are not 
under law but under grace? Certainly not!
Do you not know that to whom you present 
yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s 
slaves whom you obey, whether of sin 
leading to death, or of obedience leading 
to righteousness?
But God be thanked that though you were 
slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart 
that form of doctrine to which you were 
delivered.
And having been set free from sin, you 
became slaves of righteousness.

1	 PeTeR	 2:16
As free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for 
vice, but as bondservants of God.

   LiBerty of ChriSt13
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3.	 HOw	 dOeS	 My	 fReedOM	 AffeCT	 Me	 PeRSONALLy?

 A.   you are free to make your own choices, but if you choose to sin, you should 
be aware of the consequences.

  1. you will not bear fruit. John 15:1-8

  2.  god will chasten you as his son. Hebrews 12:5-11

  3. god will allow you to reap as you have sown. Galatians 6:7-8

 B.  god will get the glory from your life one way or another; either as a vessel of 
honor, or a vessel of dishonor. the choice is yours. 2 Timothy 2:20-21

4.	 HOw	 dOeS	 My	 fReedOM	 AffeCT	 THOSe	 AROuNd	 Me?

 A.  your life will be a testimony for good or for bad whether you want it to be or 
not. Romans 14:7

 B.  you are to avoid things which could cause a weaker christian to stumble in 
his faith. Romans 14:13-15; 1 Corinthians 8:9-13

 c.  you are to avoid things which appear wrong even though they many not be 
wrong. Romans 14:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:22

 d. you are to have a good testimony toward both saved and lost people.

  1. to the saved. Acts 6:1-3; 16:1-2

  2.  to the lost. Colossians 4:5; 1 Timothy 3:7

  3.   the purpose of this is to influence them for good in the Lord Jesus christ. 
Acts 11:22-24; 1 Corinthians 9:19-23

JOHN	 15:1-8
“I am the true vine, and My Father is the 
vinedresser.
Every branch in Me that does not bear 
fruit He takes away; and every branch 
that bears fruit He prunes, that it may 
bear more fruit.
You are already clean because of the word 
which I have spoken to you.
Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides 
in the vine, neither can you, unless you 
abide in Me.
“I am the vine, you are the branches. He 
who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much 
fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.
If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast 
out as a branch and is withered; and they 
gather them and throw them into the fire, 
and they are burned.
If you abide in Me, and My words abide in 
you, you will ask what you desire, and it 
shall be done for you.
By this My Father is glorified, that you bear 
much fruit; so you will be My disciples.

HeBRewS	 12:5-11
And you have forgotten the exhortation 
which speaks to you as to sons:
“My son, do not despise the chastening of 
the LORD,
Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked 
by Him;
For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And 
scourges every son whom He receives.”
If you endure chastening, God deals with you as 
with sons; for what son is there whom a father 
does not chasten?
But if you are without chastening, of which all 
have become partakers, then you are illegitimate 
and not sons.
Furthermore, we have had human fathers who 
corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall 
we not much more readily be in subjection to 
the Father of spirits and live?
For they indeed for a few days chastened us as 
seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that 
we may be partakers of His holiness.
Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the 
present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it 
yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to 
those who have been trained by it.

gALATIANS	 6:7-8
Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for 
whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.
For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap 
corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of 
the Spirit reap everlasting life.

2	 TIMOTHy	 2:20-21
But in a great house there are not only vessels of 
gold and silver, but also of wood and clay, some 
for honor and some for dishonor.
Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the 
latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified 
and useful for the Master, prepared for every 
good work.

ROMANS	 14:7
For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies 
to himself.

ROMANS	 14:13-15
Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, 
but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling 
block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way.

I know and am convinced by the Lord Jesus that 
there is nothing unclean of itself; but to him who 
considers anything to be unclean, to him it is 
unclean.
Yet if your brother is grieved because of your 
food, you are no longer walking in love. Do 
not destroy with your food the one for whom 
Christ died.

1	 CORINTHIANS	 8:9-13
But beware lest somehow this liberty of yours 
become a stumbling block to those who are 
weak. 
For if anyone sees you who have knowledge 
eating in an idol’s temple, will not the conscience 
of him who is weak be emboldened to eat those 
things offered to idols? 
And because of your knowledge shall the weak 
brother perish, for whom Christ died? 
But when you thus sin against the brethren, and 
wound their weak conscience, you sin against 
Christ. 
Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I 
will never again eat meat, lest I make my brother 
stumble.

ROMANS	 14:16
Therefore do not let your good be spoken of as 
evil;

1	 THeSSALONIANS	 5:22
Abstain from every form of evil.

ACTS	 6:1-3
Now in those days, when the number of the 
disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint 
against the Hebrews by the Hellenists,[a] 
because their widows were neglected in the 
daily distribution.
Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the 
disciples and said, “It is not desirable that we 
should leave the word of God and serve tables.
Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you 
seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy 
Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over 
this business;

ACTS	 16:1-2
Then he came to Derbe and Lystra. And behold, 
a certain disciple was there, named Timothy, the 
son of a certain Jewish woman who believed, 
but his father was Greek.

He was well spoken of by the brethren who were 
at Lystra and Iconium.

COLOSSIANS	 4:5
Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, 
redeeming the time.

1	 TIMOTHy	 3:7

Moreover he must have a good testimony 
among those who are outside, lest he fall into 
reproach and the snare of the devil.

ACTS	 11:22-24
Then news of these things came to the ears 
of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out 
Barnabas to go as far as Antioch.
 When he came and had seen the grace of God, 
he was glad, and encouraged them all that with 
purpose of heart they should continue with the 
Lord.
For he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit 
and of faith. And a great many people were 
added to the Lord. 

1	 CORINTHIANS	 9:19-23
For though I am free from all men, I have made 
myself a servant to all, that I might win the 
more;
And to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might 
win Jews; to those who are under the law, as 
under the law, that I might win those who are 
under the law;
To those who are without law, as without law 
(not being without law toward God, but under 
law toward Christ), that I might win those who 
are without law;
To the weak I became as[d] weak, that I might 
win the weak. I have become all things to all 
men, that I might by all means save some.
Now this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I may 
be partaker of it with you.



5.	 wHAT	 ARe	 THe	 BOuNdS	 Of	 My	 LIBeRTy?

there are many “gray areas” in dealing with certain things you may or may not want 
to be involved in. in these cases, ask yourself some questions.

 A.  Am i being brought under the power of something that should not be 
controlling my life? 1 Corinthians 6:12

 B.  Am i edifying myself or others? 1 Corinthians 10:23

 c.  can i ask god to bless it with a clear conscience? Colossians 3:17; Acts 24:16

 d.  if the Lord returned at this moment, would i be ashamed? 1 Corinthians 1:8;
1 Thessalonians 5:23

 e.  Would it cause a brother to stumble? Romans 14:13-15; Romans 15:1-2

 F.  Would it be cause for an unsaved person to reject the Lord Jesus christ as 
savior? 1 Corinthians 10:31-33

 g.  does my conscience condemn me for it? 1 Peter 3:16; Hebrews 13:18;
1 Timothy 1:5

5.	 BASIC	 QueSTIONS

how do i achieve a balance between my liberties and other people’s needs?

  onLy through the power of the holy spirit as you walk with him. 2 Corinthians 
3:6, 17; Romans 7:6

■	 	 Questions

 1.  As a christian, are you free to do whatever you please? Briefly explain.

 2.  the word of god draws some boundaries on our freedom. explain those 
boundaries from each of the following verses.

  A. galatians 5:13

  B. romans 6:18 

  c. 1 peter 2:16
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1	 CORINTHIANS	 6:12	
All things are lawful for me, but all things 
are not helpful. All things are lawful for me, 
but I will not be brought under the power 
of any.

1	 CORINTHIANS	 10:23
All things are lawful for me, but not all 
things are helpful; all things are lawful for 
me, but not all things edify.

COLOSSIANS	 3:17
And whatever you do in word or deed, do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through Him.

ACTS	 24:16
This being so, I myself always strive to have 
a conscience without offense toward God 
and men.

1	 CORINTHIANS	 1:8	
Who will also confirm you to the end, that 
you may be blameless in the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

1	 THeSSALONIANS	 5:23
Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify 
you completely; and may your whole spirit, 
soul, and body be preserved blameless at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

ROMANS	 14:13-15
Therefore let us not judge one another 
anymore, but rather resolve this, not to 
put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in 
our brother’s way.
I know and am convinced by the Lord 
Jesus that there is nothing unclean of itself; 
but to him who considers anything to be 
unclean, to him it is unclean.
Yet if your brother is grieved because of 
your food, you are no longer walking in 
love. Do not destroy with your food the 
one for whom Christ died.

ROMANS	 15:1-2
We then who are strong ought to bear with 
the scruples of the weak, and not to please 
ourselves.
Let each of us please his neighbor for his 
good, leading to edification.

1	 CORINTHIANS	 10:31-33
Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or 
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
Give no offense, either to the Jews or to the 
Greeks or to the church of God,
Just as I also please all men in all things, 
not seeking my own profit, but the profit of 
many, that they may be saved.

1	 PeTeR	 3:16
Having a good conscience, that when 
they defame you as evildoers, those who 
revile your good conduct in Christ may be 
ashamed.

HeBRewS	 13:18
Pray for us; for we are confident that we have 
a good conscience, in all things desiring to live 
honorably.

1	 TIMOTHy	 1:5
Now the purpose of the commandment is love 
from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and 
from sincere faith.

2	 CORINTHIANS	 3:6
Who also made us sufficient as ministers of the 
new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; 
for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

2	 CORINTHIANS	 3:17
Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is liberty.

ROMANS	 7:6
But now we have been delivered from the law, 
having died to what we were held by, so that 
we should serve in the newness of the Spirit and 
not in the oldness of the letter.



NOTeS	:
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 3.  When you choose to sin, what are the consequences of your choice?

  A.

  B.

  c.

 4.  god will get the glory from your life, either as a  __________  ___  _____________ 

or as a __________  ___  ________________.

 5. List four ways that your freedom can influence people around you.

  A.

  B.

  c.

  d.

 6.  you are to have a good testimony toward both saved and lost people.  
What is the reason for this?

 7.  List seven questions you can consider in setting the bounds of your personal 
liberty.

  A.

  B.

  c.

  d.

  e.

  F.

  g.



gALATIANS	 5:13
For you, brethren, have been called to 
liberty; only do not use liberty as an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through love 
serve one another.

ROMANS	 15:1-2
We then who are strong ought to bear with 
the scruples of the weak, and not to please 
ourselves.

1	 CORINTHIANS	 10:31-33
Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or 
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

 8.  What is the role of the holy spirit regarding your personal liberty?

 9.  Briefly explain the primary purpose of this lesson.

■	 	 Key	 MeMORy	 VeRSeS:  Galatians 5:13; 
Romans 15:1;  
1 Corinthians 10:31

NOTe: in many churches today, some popular teachings are:

 1. there is a “set of rules” a christian must live by in order to please god.

 2. you are free to do whatever you want regardless of how it affects other people.

 3. What you do has no real influence on other people.

From the Bible principles taught in this lesson, you should understand that these 
teachings are false, and why.

● Write any questions you may have concerning the subjects in this lesson.

NOTeS	:
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if you feel the need for a deeper level of biblical counseling in your life for reasons such 
as individual, marital or family problems; we offer a biblical based counseling service 
through christian counseling. Feel free to call pastor Willie dengler at 011 837-3437 
for an appointment that can help change your life. there is no cost involved for this 
service, it is the ministry of the Mayfair Baptist church.
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