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Introduction
Throughout history God has given 
every individual a chance to accept His 
eternal plan of salvation, Sadly, most 
people have rejected it and so will 
suffer forever.

Thus, accepting Jesus Christ as your own 
personal Saviour is the most significant 
decision you could ever make during 
your lifetime. Instead of being destined 
for hell, you will now spend eternity with 
the Lord Jesus Christ. No longer living 
life in vain, now you have a reason to 
live with eternal results. The emptiness 
inside has been filled by Him.

The devil also knows of your new life in 
Jesus Christ. His desire for you to reject 
God's salvation is no longer in effect. 
However, he now will exert every effort 
to keep you from growing close to God 
and fulfilling God's plan for your life.

These discipleship lessons are designed 
to help you begin your new life in Jesus 
Christ. They are to help you understand 
what your relationship to God is, how 
to communicate with Him, how to 
apply basic Bible principles to your life, 
and how your life can be an influential 
witness and testimony of God's grace.

Whether you just got saved or have 
been a Christian for years, understanding 
these principles will help establish a 
solid foundation in your life whereby 
you can learn to enjoy a victorious life 
in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Our sincere prayer for you is that these 
lessons might help you grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

•
If you do not have a Bible be advised 
that Bible verses referred to in this 
booklet are included in the side 
panels.

•

Instructions

1.  Read through the study first.

2.  Answer the Questions.

3. Key Memory Verse. Learn your memory verse throughout the study.
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“What Should Be My Attitude Toward My Job  
and My Employer?”

Since the Bible is the final authority in everything you will ever encounter in life, it is 
no surprise that it has a great deal to say about how you are to conduct yourself on 
your job. We spend about one-fourth of our adult life on the job, and it is essential 
to your growth to learn how the Lord Jesus Christ would have you look at this area 
of responsibility. If you intend to be an effective servant of God, you must do so with 
all your life and not just three-fourths of it.

This lesson is designed to help you be the type of employee (or employer) that God 
would have you to be.

1. ALL SAVed PeoPLe ARe CALLed to “fuLL-tIMe CHRIStIAN SeRVICe.”

 A.  Ephesians 4:1 says your vocation is to serve Jesus Christ.

 B.  The Bible is very clear that EVERY saved person is an integral part of the body 
of Christ and that each member’s contribution is important. God expects every 
Christian to be involved in the Lord’s work. 1 Corinthians 12:12-27; Ephesians 
4:11-16

 C.  Your service for God is to be at all times, not just when you go to church.  
1 Peter 3:15; 2 Timothy 4:2

2. tHe PRIMARy PuRPoSe of youR joB IS to SuPPoRt youR MINIStRy.

 A.  Of course, your first ministry is to your family. 1 Timothy 5:8, 3:5 

 B. Your second ministry is to your church family. Galatians 6:10 

 C. Your third ministry is to reach the lost. 2 Corinthians 5:20

 D.  As we saw in a previous lesson, your resources should be yielded to God’s 
service. Those resources are to be used to glorify God through the above three 
areas.

   My Job &
EMployEr

14ePHeSIANS 4:1
I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, 
beseech you to walk worthy of the calling 
with which you were called.

1 CoRINtHIANS 12:12-27 
For as the body is one and has many 
members, but all the members of that 
one body, being many, are one body, so 
also is Christ. 
For by one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, 
whether slaves or free—and have all been 
made to drink into one Spirit. 
For in fact the body is not one member 
but many.
If the foot should say, “Because I am not a 
hand, I am not of the body,” is it therefore 
not of the body? 
And if the ear should say, “Because I am 
not an eye, I am not of the body,” is it 
therefore not of the body? 
If the whole body were an eye, where 
would be the hearing? If the whole were 
hearing, where would be the smelling? 
But now God has set the members, each 
one of them, in the body just as He pleased. 
And if they were all one member, where 
would the body be?
But now indeed there are many members, 
yet one body. 
And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have 
no need of you”; nor again the head to the 
feet, “I have no need of you.” 
No, much rather, those members of 
the body which seem to be weaker are 
necessary. 
And those members of the body which 
we think to be less honorable, on these 
we bestow greater honor; and our 
unpresentable parts have greater modesty, 
But our presentable parts have no need. 
But God composed the body, having given 
greater honor to that part which lacks it, 
That there should be no schism in the 
body, but that the members should have 
the same care for one another. 
And if one member suffers, all the members 
suffer with it; or if one member is honored, 
all the members rejoice with it.
Now you are the body of Christ, and 
members individually.

ePHeSIANS 4:11-16 
And He Himself gave some to be apostles, 
some prophets, some evangelists, and 
some pastors and teachers,
For the equipping of the saints for the 
work of ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ, 
Till we all come to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect 
man, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ; 
That we should no longer be children, tossed to 
and fro and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning 
craftiness of deceitful plotting, 
But, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in 
all things into Him who is the head—Christ— 
From whom the whole body, joined and knit 
together by what every joint supplies, according 
to the effective working by which every part 
does its share, causes growth of the body for 
the edifying of itself in love.

1 PeteR 3:15
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and 
always be ready to give a defense to everyone 
who asks you a reason for the hope that is in 
you, with meekness and fear;

2 tIMotHy 4:2
Preach the word! Be ready in season and out 
of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all 
longsuffering and teaching.

1 tIMotHy 5:8
But if anyone does not provide for his own, 
and especially for those of his household, he 
has denied the faith and is worse than an 
unbeliever. 

1 tIMotHy 3:5
(For if a man does not know how to rule his 
own house, how will he take care of the church 
of God?)

GALAtIANS 6:10
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all, especially to those who are of the 
household of faith.

2 CoRINtHIANS 5:20 
Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God were pleading through us: we 
implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled 
to God.
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3. WHAt SHouLd Be My AttItude toWARd My joB?

 you should view your job as a ministry opportunity not just as a job

 A.  For most Christians, your fellow workers are the greatest exposure you have 
to unsaved people.

 B. Your life may be the only true witness of the Lord Jesus Christ they ever see.

  1. You are a light representing Jesus Christ. Matthew 5:14-16

  2. Your life should reflect the Bible. 2 Corinthians 3:2

 C.  You will have a much greater influence on those you spend the most time 
with. Although total strangers are surely an opportunity for a witness, those 
who can see a consistent testimony of a Christian’s life are much easier to win.

4.  WHAt AttItudeS SHouLd I HAVe toWARd My SuPeRVISoRS ANd tHe 
CoMPANy I WoRK foR?

 A.  Serve as if the Lord Jesus Christ is your employer. Ephesians 6:5-8; Colossians 
3:22-24

 B.  Respect the authority of their position. Obviously, no employer will be correct 
in every point, and you certainly can disagree with them; however, you are to 
submit to their leadership, using it as an opportunity to show them a testimony 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Titus 2:9-10

 C.  Respect your company’s property, it does not belong to you. Leviticus 19:11

 D.  Respect your company’s time, do eight hours of work for eight hours of pay. 
2 Corinthians 8:21; Colossians 3:22

 E.  You are to do the very best you can to help the company succeed and make 
your employer look good. Romans 12:11; 1 Corinthians 10:24; Proverbs 10:4, 18:9, 
21:25, 22:29

  Joseph is the greatest example of this in the Bible in Genesis 39-50

 F.  Mind your own business and don’t let someone else’s laziness affect you.  
1 Thessalonians 4:11; 2 Thessalonians 3:10-13

MAttHeW 5:14-16 
“You are the light of the world. A city that 
is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
Nor do they light a lamp and put it under 
a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives 
light to all who are in the house. 
Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works and glorify 
your Father in heaven.

2 CoRINtHIANS 3:2 
You are our epistle written in our hearts, 
known and read by all men.

ePHeSIANS 6:5-8 
Bondservants, be obedient to those who 
are your masters according to the flesh, 
with fear and trembling, in sincerity of 
heart, as to Christ; 
Not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but 
as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of 
God from the heart, 
With goodwill doing service, as to the Lord, 
and not to men, 
Knowing that whatever good anyone does, 
he will receive the same from the Lord, 
whether he is a slave or free. 

CoLoSSIANS 3:22-24 
Bondservants, obey in all things your 
masters according to the flesh, not with 
eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity 
of heart, fearing God. 
And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to 
the Lord and not to men, 
Knowing that from the Lord you will 
receive the reward of the inheritance; for 
you serve the Lord Christ.

tItuS 2:9-10
Exhort bondservants to be obedient to 
their own masters, to be well pleasing in 
all things, not answering back, 
Not pilfering, but showing all good fidelity, 
that they may adorn the doctrine of God 
our Savior in all things.

LeVItICuS 19:11
‘You shall not steal, nor deal falsely, nor lie 
to one another.

2 CoRINtHIANS 8:21
Providing honorable things, not only in the 
sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of 
men. 

CoLoSSIANS 3:22
Bondservants, obey in all things your 
masters according to the flesh, not with 
eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity 
of heart, fearing God.

RoMANS 12:11
Not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord;

1 CoRINtHIANS 10:24 
Let no one seek his own, but each one the 
other’s well-being.

PRoVeRBS 10:4 
He who has a slack hand becomes poor,
But the hand of the diligent makes rich. 

PRoVeRBS 18:9 
He who is slothful in his work
Is a brother to him who is a great destroyer. 

PRoVeRBS 21:25
The desire of the lazy man kills him,
For his hands refuse to labor. 

PRoVeRBS 22:29
Do you see a man who excels in his work?
He will stand before kings;
He will not stand before unknown men.

1 tHeSSALoNIANS 4:11 
That you also aspire to lead a quiet life, to mind 
your own business, and to work with your own 
hands, as we commanded you,

2 tHeSSALoNIANS 3:10-13
For even when we were with you, we 
commanded you this: If anyone will not work, 
neither shall he eat. For we hear that there are 
some who walk among you in a disorderly 
manner, not working at all, but are busybodies. 
Now those who are such we command and 
exhort through our Lord Jesus Christ that they 
work in quietness and eat their own bread.
But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary in 
doing good.
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5.  tHe BIBLe ALSo SHoWS tHe eMPLoyeR oR SuPeRVISoR HoW to ReLAte 
to tHoSe uNdeR HIS LeAdeRSHIP.

 A.  Do I treat my people justly and equally? Do I set standards for them which I 
refuse to keep myself? Colossians 4:1; Ephesians 6:9

 B.   Am I consumed by my own self-interests without considering the needs of 
those around me? Philippians 2:2-3

 C.   Am I trying to be a leader over too many things? Remember to consider the 
following points whenever a promotion or transfer opportunity presents itself:

  1.   A great Bible principle is, “He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful 
also in much...” (Luke 16:10) Be sure you can handle what you have now.

  2.    Realize the more responsibility you have, the more potential there is for 
problems to arise. James 3:1; Ecclesiastes 8:9

  3.   Realize the more responsibilities you have, the more time and energy is 
demanded. Be sure your new responsibilities will not hinder your service 
for God. 2 Timothy 2:4

 D.    Even in a position of leadership, you should always maintain the attitude of a 
servant. Mark 10:42-45

6.  BASIC QueStIoNS

 A.    What if my job conflicts with spiritual matters?

  1.    There will always be some conflict of priorities between church activities 
and your work schedule. You cannot quit your job or take off of work 
because of a few minor conflicts. Remember, your job is a ministry 
opportunity. However you must not use your job as an excuse to neglect 
your responsibilities to your church. You MUST maintain a balance in this 
area.

  2.    When your job responsibilities are contrary to Bible principles, then you 
must draw a line:

   A.  Refuse to lie or steal for your employer or violate other clear 
commandments of God.

   B.  Guard against temptations on your job. 

   C. Don’t be influenced by sinful activities around you.

 B.  How do I handle “persecution” on the job?

  1.   Persecution can come in various ways. For example, your family may take 
exception to your commitment, or friends in your workplace. Persecution 
may come from people involved in other religions or cults. Persecution may 
come as you look to sharing with others how God has changed your life. 
Read 1 Peter 3:16-17

  2.   Expect a certain amount of adversity from the world if you are truly serving 
Jesus Christ. 2 Timothy 3:12

  3.   Learn how to commit that adversity to the Lord. 1 Peter 2:18-23 

CoLoSSIANS 4:1 
Masters, give your bondservants what is 
just and fair, knowing that you also have 
a Master in heaven.

ePHeSIANS 6:9
And you, masters, do the same things to 
them, giving up threatening, knowing that 
your own Master also is in heaven, and 
there is no partiality with Him.

PHILIPPIANS 2:2-3
fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having 
the same love, being of one accord, of one 
mind. 
Let nothing be done through selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of 
mind let each esteem others better than 
himself.

jAMeS 3:1
My brethren, let not many of you become 
teachers, knowing that we shall receive a 
stricter judgment.

eCCLeSIASteS 8:9
All this I have seen, and applied my heart 
to every work that is done under the sun: 
There is a time in which one man rules over 
another to his own hurt.

2 tIMotHy 2:4
No one engaged in warfare entangles 
himself with the affairs of this life, that 
he may please him who enlisted him as 
a soldier.

MARK 10:42-45 
But Jesus called them to Himself and said 
to them, “You know that those who are 
considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their great ones exercise 
authority over them. 
Yet it shall not be so among you; but 
whoever desires to become great among 
you shall be your servant. And whoever of 
you desires to be first shall be slave of all. 
For even the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to give His life 
a ransom for many.”

1 PeteR 3:16-17 
Having a good conscience, that when 
they defame you as evildoers, those who 
revile your good conduct in Christ may be 
ashamed. 
For it is better, if it is the will of God, to 
suffer for doing good than for doing evil.

2 tIMotHy 3:12 
Yes, and all who desire to live godly in 
Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.

1 PeteR 2:18-23
Servants, be submissive to your masters 
with all fear, not only to the good and 
gentle, but also to the harsh. 
For this is commendable, if because of 
conscience toward God one endures grief, 
suffering wrongfully. 
For what credit is it if, when you are beaten 
for your faults, you take it patiently? But when 
you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, 
this is commendable before God. 
For to this you were called, because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that 
you should follow His steps:
“Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found 

in His mouth”;
Who, when He was reviled, did not revile in 
return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, 
but committed Himself to Him who judges 
righteously;
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NoteS :

 C. What should I consider when looking for employment?

  1.   Have you taken the matter to God in prayer? James 1:5; Philippians 4:6-7

  2.   Will the new responsibility destroy what God is trying to build in your life? 
This is a complex question. Don’t be afraid to seek wise counsel in this area 
from another brother in Christ you respect.

  3.   If you are being asked to move to another city, is there a church there 
which can continue to provide your spiritual needs? This is an extremely 
critical point!

  4.  In looking for a change of jobs, are you running away from something you 
should be facing and trying to correct?

■  QueStIoNS

1.  Why are all Christians called into “full-time Christian service?” 

 Give a scripture reference for each reason.

 A.

 B.

 C.

2.  The primary purpose of your job is to support your ministry. 

 List the three ministries you need to support.

 A.

 B.

 C.

3.  Why should you view your job as a ministry opportunity?

 A.

 B.

 C.

jAMeS 1:5 
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of 
God, who gives to all liberally and without 
reproach, and it will be given to him.

PHILIPPIANS 4:6-7
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known to God; 
And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.
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NoteS :

4.  What are the attitudes you should have toward your company and/or supervisor?

 A.

 B.

 C.

 D.

 E.

 F.

5.  List some principles that you observe in the life of Joseph which had an impact 
on his master from Genesis 39:1-6

 A. 

 B. 

 C.

6.   As an employer, what are some questions you should ask yourself concerning your 
attitude toward the people who work for you?

 A. 

 B. 

 C. 

 D.

7.  List 4 points to consider when deciding whether or not to take a promotion.

 A. 

 B. 

 C. 

 D.

8.   What should you do when your job schedule does not allow you to be involved 
in church activities?

GeNeSIS 39:1-6
Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. 
And Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain 
of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him from 
the Ishmaelites who had taken him down 
there.
The LORD was with Joseph, and he was a 
successful man; and he was in the house of 
his master the Egyptian.
And his master saw that the LORD was with 
him and that the LORD made all he did to 
prosper in his hand.
So Joseph found favor in his sight, and 
served him. Then he made him overseer of 
his house, and all that he had he put under 
his authority.
So it was, from the time that he had made 
him overseer of his house and all that he 
had, that the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s 
house for Joseph’s sake; and the blessing 
of the LORD was on all that he had in the 
house and in the field.
Thus he left all that he had in Joseph’s hand, 
and he did not know what he had except 
for the bread which he ate.
Now Joseph was handsome in form and 
appearance.
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NoteS :

2 tIMotHy 2:4
No one engaged in warfare entangles 
himself with the affairs of this life, that 
he may please him who enlisted him as a 
soldier.

MARK 10:44-45
And whoever of you desires to be first shall 
be slave of all. 
For even the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to give His life 
a ransom for many.”

CoLoSSIANS 3:23
And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to 
the Lord and not to men,

9.   Jobs, at times, may contain responsibilities that violate biblical principles. List three 
areas to be aware of.

 A.

 B.

 C.

10.   What should you consider if someone at work gives you a hard time concerning 
your Christian faith?

 A.

 B.

 C.

11.  When you are looking for a new job, what should you consider?

 A.

 B.

 C.

 D.

12. Briefly explain the primary purpose of this lesson.

■  Key MeMoRy VeRSeS:  2 Timothy 2:4; Mark 10:44-45; 
Colossians 3:23 

Note: In our society today, some common beliefs are:

  1.  Your job is just a paycheck.

  2.  Your job status is the most important measure of your success.

  3.  Your employer must always take a back seat to church activities.

From the Bible principles taught in this lesson, you should understand that these 
beliefs are false, and why.

● Write any questions you may have concerning the subjects in this lesson.
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NoteS :

“As a Christian, How Do I Relate to the Unsaved World?”

The Bible is very clear that the present world system is contrary to God’s eternal 
purpose. The word of God commands His children to be separate from this world 
system; yet at the same time, to reach lost men and women who live in it for Jesus 
Christ.

This lesson is designed to show Christians how to live a balanced and consistent life 
in order to influence people for the Lord Jesus Christ, without the world influencing 
them for evil.

1.  you MuSt ReALIze tHAt If you LIVe foR jeSuS CHRISt, you WILL 
eNCouNteR oPPoSItIoN fRoM tHe WoRLd.

 A.  You will be opposed because Jesus Christ was opposed. John 15:18-21

 B.  You will be opposed only if you live for Him. If you go along with the world, 
they will not oppose you. 2 Timothy 3:12

2. WHAt AReAS WILL tHIS oPPoSItIoN CoMe fRoM?

 A.  Your primary opposition will come from those closest to you who know 
you best — friends, family, fellow workers, acquaintances. Matthew 10:35-36; 
John 1:11; Mark 6:4

 B.  From unsaved people in general. The two spiritual families have NEVER gotten 
along and never will. Galatians 4:29

 C.  From society in general. The nature and course of this present world system 
is against God. This opposition is communicated subtly through the media 
(literature, television, radio, etc.). You must judge those things by the word of 
God. 1 John 2:15-17; James 4:4

 D. Of course, the master mind behind this opposition is Satan.

  1. He is your adversary. 1 Peter 5:8

  2. He is currently at work in unsaved people. Ephesians 2:2

joHN 15:18-21 
“If the world hates you, you know that it 
hated Me before it hated you. 
If you were of the world, the world would 
love its own. Yet because you are not of 
the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you. 
Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A 
servant is not greater than his master.’ If 
they persecuted Me, they will also persecute 
you. If they kept My word, they will keep 
yours also. 
But all these things they will do to you for 
My name’s sake, because they do not know 
Him who sent Me.

2 tIMotHy 3:12
Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ 
Jesus will suffer persecution.

MAttHeW 10:35-36 
For I have come to ‘set a man against his 
father, a daughter against her mother, and 
a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-
law’; 
And ‘a man’s enemies will be those of his 
own household.’

joHN 1:11 
He came to His own, and His own did not 
receive Him.

MARK 6:4 
But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not 
without honor except in his own country, 
among his own relatives, and in his own 
house.”

GALAtIANS 4:29
But, as he who was born according to the 
flesh then persecuted him who was born 
according to the Spirit, even so it is now.

1 joHN 2:15-17 
Do not love the world or the things in the 
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him. 
For all that is in the world—the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 
And the world is passing away, and the 
lust of it; but he who does the will of God 
abides forever.

jAMeS 4:4 
Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not 
know that friendship with the world is 
enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants 
to be a friend of the world makes himself 
an enemy of God.

1 PeteR 5:8
Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary 
the devil walks about like a roaring lion, 
seeking whom he may devour.

ePHeSIANS 2:2 
In which you once walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince 
of the power of the air, the spirit who now 
works in the sons of disobedience.

   ThE UnSavEd 
World

15
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3. HoW CAN I oVeRCoMe tHIS oPPoSItIoN?

 A.  Give a soft answer. Avoid fights whenever possible. Proverbs 15:1; Romans 12:18

 B. Please God with your life. Proverbs 16:7

 C. Have faith in God. 1 John 5:4-5

 D.  Love your enemies and help them. Jesus Christ loved His enemies enough 
to die for them when He didn’t have to do it. The world cannot understand 
this type of love, and those who are seeking the truth will be drawn to it.  
Romans 12:14; 20-21

 E. Pray for your enemies, and pray with pure motives. Matthew 5:44

 F.  Keep good company. Associate with people who love God and want to serve 
Him. Proverbs 13:20; 1 Corinthians 15:33

 G. Immerse yourself in the word of God. Romans 12:1-2

4. HoW SHouLd tHe uNSAVed WoRLd VIeW Me AS A CHRIStIAN?

 A.  They should know you love God — NOT by your mouth, as much as by your 
life. 1 Corinthians 8:3

 B.  Your lifestyle should separate you from the world, and your behavior should 
be peculiar, scripturally to them. 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; 1 Peter 2:9.

 C.  However, you should not be so peculiar physically that you lose influence. 
The unsaved should view you as moderate in physical matters. Philippians 4:5; 
1 Corinthians 9:22

 D.  They should see you as being open and honest in all matters. 2 Corinthians 
8:21; Romans 12:17

 E.  They should see a living testimony of the grace of God. Philippians 2:14-15

 F. Generally, you should be of “good report”. 1 Timothy 3:7; Colossians 4:5-6

PRoVeRBS 15:1
A soft answer turns away wrath,
But a harsh word stirs up anger. 

RoMANS 12:18 
If it is possible, as much as depends on you, 
live peaceably with all men.

PRoVeRBS 16:7 
When a man’s ways please the LORD,
He makes even his enemies to be at peace 
with him. 

1 joHN 5:4-5 
For whatever is born of God overcomes 
the world. And this is the victory that has 
overcome the world—our faith. 
Who is he who overcomes the world, but 
he who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God?

RoMANS 12:14
Bless those who persecute you; bless and 
do not curse.

RoMANS 12:20-21
Therefore
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
If he is thirsty, give him a drink;
For in so doing you will heap coals of fire 
on his head.”
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil with good.

MAttHeW 5:44 
But I say to you, love your enemies, bless 
those who curse you, do good to those 
who hate you, and pray for those who 
spitefully use you and persecute you.

PRoVeRBS 13:20 
He who walks with wise men will be wise,
But the companion of fools will be 
destroyed. 

1 CoRINtHIANS 15:33 
Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts 
good habits.”

RoMANS 12:1-2
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
to God, which is your reasonable service. 
And do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that you may prove what is 
that good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God.

1 CoRINtHIANS 8:3 
But if anyone loves God, this one is known by 
Him.

2 CoRINtHIANS 6:14-18 
Do not be unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers. For what fellowship has 
righteousness with lawlessness? And what 
communion has light with darkness? 
And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or 
what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 
And what agreement has the temple of God 
with idols? For you are the temple of the living 
God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them and 
walk among them. I will be their God, and they 
shall be My people.”
Therefore “Come out from among them and be 
separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is 

unclean, and I will receive you.”
“I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My 
sons and daughters, says the LORD Almighty.”

1 PeteR 2:9
But you are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 
people, that you may proclaim the praises of 
Him who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light.

PHILIPPIANS 4:5
Let your gentleness be known to all men. The 
Lord is at hand. 

1 CoRINtHIANS 9:22
To the weak I became as weak, that I might win 
the weak. I have become all things to all men, 
that I might by all means save some.

2 CoRINtHIANS 8:21 
Providing honorable things, not only in the 
sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men. 

RoMANS 12:17
Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good 
things in the sight of all men.

PHILIPPIANS 2:14-15
Do all things without complaining and 
disputing, 
That you may become blameless and harmless, 
children of God without fault in the midst of 
a crooked and perverse generation, among 
whom you shine as lights in the world.

1 tIMotHy 3:7
Moreover he must have a good testimony 
among those who are outside, lest he fall into 
reproach and the snare of the devil.

CoLoSSIANS 4:5-6
Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, 
redeeming the time. 6 Let your speech always 
be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may 
know how you ought to answer each one.
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5. HoW SHouLd I VIeW tHe WoRLd?

 A. You are a pilgrim in a strange land. Hebrews 11:13; 1 Peter 2:11 

 B.  Your home is in heaven. Ephesians 2:6; Philippians 3:20

 C.  This world is a “mission field” to reach the lost for Jesus Christ. Act 1:8; Matthew 
28:18-20

6. BASIC QueStIoNS.

 A. What are my responsibilities to my government?

  1.  All governments are appointed by God. Government is one of three 
institutions ordained by God; the other two being the family and the 
church. As Christians we are instructed to be subject to the governing 
authorities. Romans 13:1-2

  2.   If you do what is right, you have no reason to fear. God will honor you for 
doing right. Romans 13:3-5

  3.  Render to the government what is due by law. Romans 13:6-7; Matthew 
17:24-27, 22:15-22

  4. Submit to their ordinances. 1 Peter 2:13-15

  5.  Honor those in authority, even the wicked, without partaking of their 
wickedness. Commit any adverse situations to God and let Him handle 
them.

     1 Peter 2:17-23 — When Peter wrote these words, Nero was king, perhaps 
the most wicked king Rome ever had.

  6.  Realize that you cannot legislate morals or change mankind through 
political action. Man is by nature fallen and sinful, and must be changed 
individually, from the inside out, through a personal saving knowledge of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Titus 2:14

HeBReWS 11:13 
These all died in faith, not having received 
the promises, but having seen them afar 
off were assured of them, embraced them 
and confessed that they were strangers 
and pilgrims on the earth.

1 PeteR 2:11    
Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and 
pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which 
war against the soul.

ePHeSIANS 2:6 
And raised us up together, and made us 
sit together in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus.

PHILIPPIANS 3:20 
For our citizenship is in heaven, from which 
we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

ACtS 1:8 
But you shall receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall 
be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth.”

MAttHeW 28:18-20
And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, 
“All authority has been given to Me in 
heaven and on earth. 
Go therefore and make disciples of all 
the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 
Teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age.” 
Amen.

RoMANS 13:1-2
Let every soul be subject to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and the authorities that exist are 
appointed by God. 
Therefore whoever resists the authority resists 
the ordinance of God, and those who resist will 
bring judgment on themselves.

RoMANS 13:3-5
For rulers are not a terror to good works, but 
to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the 
authority? Do what is good, and you will have 
praise from the same. 
For he is God’s minister to you for good. But 
if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear 
the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an 
avenger to execute wrath on him who practices 
evil. 
Therefore you must be subject, not only because 
of wrath but also for conscience’ sake.

RoMANS 13:6-7
For because of this you also pay taxes, for they 
are God’s ministers attending continually to this 
very thing.
Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom 
taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear 
to whom fear, honor to whom honor.

MAttHeW 17:24-27
When they had come to Capernaum, those who 
received the temple tax came to Peter and said, 
“Does your Teacher not pay the temple tax?”
He said, “Yes.” And when he had come into the 
house, Jesus anticipated him, saying, “What do 
you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of 
the earth take customs or taxes, from their sons 
or from strangers?”
Peter said to Him, “From strangers.”
Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are free. 

Nevertheless, lest we offend them, go to the sea, 
cast in a hook, and take the fish that comes up 
first. And when you have opened its mouth, you 
will find a piece of money; take that and give it 
to them for Me and you.”

MAttHeW 22:15-22
Then the Pharisees went and plotted how they 
might entangle Him in His talk. 
And they sent to Him their disciples with the 
Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that You 
are true, and teach the way of God in truth; 
nor do You care about anyone, for You do not 
regard the person of men. 
Tell us, therefore, what do You think? Is it lawful 
to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?”
But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, 
“Why do you test Me, you hypocrites? 
Show Me the tax money.” So they brought Him 
a denarius.
And He said to them, “Whose image and 
inscription is this?”
They said to Him, “Caesar’s.” And He said to 
them, “Render therefore to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that 
are God’s.” 
When they had heard these words, they 
marveled, and left Him and went their way.

1 PeteR 2:13-15
Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance 
of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king 
as supreme,
Or to governors, as to those who are sent by 
him for the punishment of evildoers and for the 
praise of those who do good. 
For this is the will of God, that by doing good 
you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish 
men.

1 PeteR 2:17-23
Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear 
God. Honor the king.
Servants, be submissive to your masters with 
all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but 
also to the harsh. 
For this is commendable, if because of 
conscience toward God one endures grief, 
suffering wrongfully. 
For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for 
your faults, you take it patiently? But when you 
do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this 
is commendable before God. 
For to this you were called, because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you 
should follow His steps:
“Who committed no sin,
Nor was deceit found in His mouth”;
who, when He was reviled, did not revile in 
return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, 
but committed Himself to Him who judges 
righteously.

tItuS 2:14
Who gave Himself for us, that He might 
redeem us from every lawless deed and purify 
for Himself His own special people, zealous for 
good works. 
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NoteS :

■  QueStIoNS
1. As a Christian you will encounter some opposition from the world. Why is this?

 A.

 B.

2. List the sources of opposition you will face. 

 A. 

 B. 

 C. 

 D.

3.  There are ways that the Christian can deal with opposition from the world.  
Briefly explain how the following verses can help you.

 A. Proverbs 15:1

 B. Proverbs 16:7

 C. 1 John 5:4-5 

 D. Romans 12:20-21 

 E. Matthew 5:44 

 F. Proverbs 13:20

 G. Romans 12:2
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4. When unsaved people observe your life, what should they see?

 A.

 B.

 C.

 D.

 E.

 F.

5.  As you look at the unsaved world, what is your position?

 A.

 B.

 C.

 D.

6. God has ordained three institutions for man. List them. 

 A.

 B.

 C.
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NoteS :

2 tIMotHy 3:12
Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ 
Jesus will suffer persecution.

1 joHN 2:15-17 
Do not love the world or the things in the 
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him. 
For all that is in the world—the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 

1 CoRINtHIANS 8:3 
But if anyone loves God, this one is known 
by Him.

7.  As Christians we have responsibilities concerning our government. List four primary 
responsibilities.

 A.

 B.

 C.

 D.

8.  Many “Christian” groups today are trying to force morality on people through the 
passing of laws. Why won’t this process work?

9.  Briefly explain the primary purpose of this lesson.

■  Key MeMoRy VeRSeS:  2 Timothy 3:12; 1 John 2:15-16; 
1 Corinthians 8:3 

Note: Some popular attitudes among Christians are:

  1. Christians are to be totally separate from unsaved people.

  2.  I should do anything to keep people from being upset with me.

  3.  The best way to fight opposition is with an aggressive approach.

From the Bible principles taught in this lesson, you should understand that these 
beliefs are false, and why.

● Write any questions you may have concerning the subjects in this lesson.
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NoteS :

PRoVeRBS 29:26
Many seek the ruler’s favor, but justice for 
man comes from the LORD. 

HeBReWS 9:27
And as it is appointed for men to die once, 
but after this the judgment.

1 PeteR 2:24
Who Himself bore our sins in His own body 
on the tree, that we, having died to sins, 
might live for righteousness—by whose 
stripes you were healed.

2 CoRINtHIANS 5:21
For He made Him who knew no sin to 
be sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.

GALAtIANS 3:13
Christ has redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, having become a curse for us (for 
it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs 
on a tree”)

2 CoRINtHIANS 5:10
For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, that each one may receive 
the things done in the body, according to 
what he has done, whether good or bad.

RoMANS 14:10
But why do you judge your brother? Or why 
do you show contempt for your brother? For 
we shall all stand before the judgment seat 
of Christ.

1 CoRINtHIANS 3:11-15
For no other foundation can anyone lay 
than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. 
Now if anyone builds on this foundation 
with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 
hay, straw, 
Each one’s work will become clear; for 
the Day will declare it, because it will be 
revealed by fire; and the fire will test each 
one’s work, of what sort it is. 
If anyone’s work which he has built on it 
endures, he will receive a reward. 
If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer 
loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as 
through fire. 

1 CoRINtHIANS 3:13
Each one’s work will become clear; for 
the Day will declare it, because it will be 
revealed by fire; and the fire will test each 
one’s work, of what sort it is.

1 tHeSSALoNIANS 2:4 
But as we have been approved by God to 
be entrusted with the gospel, even so we 
speak, not as pleasing men, but God who 
tests our hearts.

ePHeSIANS 6:6 
Not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but 
as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of 
God from the heart.

“Is There a Judgment Day for Christians,  
and What Will I Be Accountable For?”

The Christian life is a series of paradoxical truths. The Bible says God’s ways are not our 
ways because man looks on outward physical matters, while God looks at the heart 
attitude and operates in the spiritual realm. If you are going to serve God effectively, 
you must take your focus off of physical matters and concentrate on the spiritual. Your 
life will only make sense and have purpose and meaning as you live in the spiritual 
realm, focused on eternal matters.

This lesson is designed to keep your focus on these eternal matters by detailing your 
final accountability to the Lord Jesus Christ as His servant.

1. WHAt IS tHe “judGMeNt SeAt of CHRISt?”

 A.  God will judge every human being who has ever lived. Proverbs 29:26; 
Hebrews 9:27

 B.  God judged the sin of the world at Calvary. By placing your faith in Jesus, you 
do not have to fear judgment of your sins because He took your judgment 
upon Himself. 1 Peter 2:24; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3:13

 C.  Your judgment will be for your service to the Lord Jesus Christ after your 
salvation. This event is called the “Judgment Seat of Christ.” 2 Corinthians 5:10; 
Romans 14:10

2. WHAt WILL I Be judGed foR At tHe judGMeNt SeAt of CHRISt?

 A.  You will be judged for your work as a servant of Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians 
3:11-15

 B.  Your work will be judged for the MOTIVE behind it and the quality as opposed 
to the quantity.

  1.  “Of what SORT (what kind) it is.” 1 Corinthians 3:13

  2.   Heart attitudes will be more important than actual works. If the proper 
attitudes are developed, the proper works will come naturally. 1 Thessalonians 
2:4; Ephesians 6:6

   JUdgMEnT SEaT 
of ChriST

16
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3. WHAt ARe tHe NeGAtIVe CoNSeQueNCeS of tHIS judGMeNt?

 A.  Paul said in speaking of the Judgment Seat of Christ in 2 Corinthians 5:11 that 
it is the “terror of the Lord.” A Christian should never fear going to hell, but 
there are some things to beware of in relation to the final judgment.

  Some Christians will be found:

  1.  Ashamed for not living for the Lord Jesus Christ at His appearing. 1 John 
2:28

  2.  Suffering loss because their works were temporal and not eternal.  
1 Corinthians 3:15

  3.  Losing rewards because they lived in sin rather than for Jesus Christ.  
2 Corinthians 5:10; Galatians 6:7-8

 B.  Remember that appearances can be deceiving.

  1.   Don’t be fooled by outward appearances, in your own life as well as the 
lives of others. Many people only APPEAR to be servants of the Lord.  
Luke 16:15; 1 Corinthians 1:27-31

  2.  Be sure to invest in heavenly rewards instead of earthly rewards. The 
real servants of the Lord will be revealed at the Judgment Seat of Christ. 
Matthew 6:19-20; Colossians 3:1-4

4. WHAt ReWARdS ARe oBtAINABLe?

  The rewards obtainable at the Judgment Seat of Christ can be seen by studying 
the five crowns in the New Testament:

 A.  Crown of Righteousness — 2 Timothy 4:8 — given to those who love the 
appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ.

  1.  The Bible closes with “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” Revelation 22:20

  2.  Your overriding desire should be, at all times, to be with the Lord. Philippians 
1:23-24

 B. Crown of Life — Revelation 2:10 — the martyr’s crown.

  1.   Also seen in James 1:12 as given to those who endure temptation.

  2.   This is the same as the martyr’s crown because you overcome temptation 
by dying to self. Romans 6:6-11

1 joHN 2:28
And now, little children, abide in Him, that 
when He appears, we may have confidence 
and not be ashamed before Him at His 
coming.

1 CoRINtHIANS 3:15
If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer 
loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so 
as through fire. 

2 CoRINtHIANS 5:10
For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, that each one may receive 
the things done in the body, according to 
what he has done, whether good or bad.

GALAtIANS 6:7-8
Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; 
for whatever a man sows, that he will 
also reap. 
For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh 
reap corruption, but he who sows to the 
Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.

LuKe 16:15
And He said to them, “You are those who 
justify yourselves before men, but God 
knows your hearts. For what is highly 
esteemed among men is an abomination 
in the sight of God. 

1 CoRINtHIANS 1:27-31
But God has chosen the foolish things of 
the world to put to shame the wise, and 
God has chosen the weak things of the 
world to put to shame the things which 
are mighty; 
And the base things of the world and the 
things which are despised God has chosen, 
and the things which are not, to bring to 
nothing the things that are, 
That no flesh should glory in His presence. 
But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who 
became for us wisdom from God—and 
righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption— 
That, as it is written, “He who glories, let 
him glory in the LORD.”

MAttHeW 6:19-20 
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal; 
But lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in 
and steal.

CoLoSSIANS 3:1-4 
If then you were raised with Christ, seek those 
things which are above, where Christ is, sitting 
at the right hand of God. 
Set your mind on things above, not on things 
on the earth. 
For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ 
in God. 
When Christ who is our life appears, then you 
also will appear with Him in glory.

2 tIMotHy 4:8
Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not 
to me only but also to all who have loved His 
appearing.

ReVeLAtIoN 22:20 
He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I 
am coming quickly.”
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

PHILIPPIANS 1:23-24 
For I am hard-pressed between the two, having 
a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is 
far better. 
Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more 
needful for you.

ReVeLAtIoN 2:10
Do not fear any of those things which you are 
about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to 
throw some of you into prison, that you may be 
tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. 
Be faithful until death, and I will give you the 
crown of life.

jAMeS 1:12
Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for 
when he has been approved, he will receive the 
crown of life which the Lord has promised to 
those who love Him.

RoMANS 6:6-11 
Knowing this, that our old man was crucified 
with Him, that the body of sin might be done 
away with, that we should no longer be slaves 
of sin. 
For he who has died has been freed from sin. 
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we 
shall also live with Him, 
Knowing that Christ, having been raised from 
the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has 
dominion over Him. 
For the death that He died, He died to sin once 
for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.
Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead 
indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 
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 C.   Incorruptible Crown — 1 Corinthians 9:25 — given for temperance or 
moderation.

  1.  The context of 1 Corinthians 9:18-27 deals with temperance or moderation 
in all matters (physical, spiritual and mental) to be a testimony to others.

  2.   This is balanced by remembering that some have infirmities for the purpose 
of glorifying God. Paul is a great example. 2 Corinthians 12:7-10

 D.  Crown of Rejoicing — 1 Thessalonians 2:19 — the soul-winner’s crown.

  1.  Given to those who win people to Jesus Christ. Philippians 4:1

  2.  Called the crown of rejoicing because it produces rejoicing in heaven when 
someone gets saved. Luke 15:7

 E.  Crown of Glory — 1 Peter 5:4 — the shepherd’s crown. Given to those who 
pastor or shepherd people in the word of God.

  1.  The New Testament is very clear that ALL saved people are to be actively 
teaching someone the word of God, not just preachers. Ephesians 4:11-16

  2.  It requires great wisdom which can only be obtained through the word of 
God. Proverbs 4:7-9

5. BASIC QueStIoNS

 A. Why should I worry about the Judgment Seat of Christ?

  1.   The focus on the return of the Lord Jesus Christ is one of the most practical 
doctrines for everyday living in the Bible. Notice in the following verses 
how many practical character qualities are produced by focusing on the 
return of the Lord Jesus Christ.

   A.  Patience. James 5:7-8; 2 Thessalonians 3:5

   B. Peace. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

1 CoRINtHIANS 9:25
And everyone who competes for the prize 
is temperate in all things. Now they do it 
to obtain a perishable crown, but we for 
an imperishable crown.

1 CoRINtHIANS 9:18-27
What is my reward then? That when I 
preach the gospel, I may present the gospel 
of Christ without charge, that I may not 
abuse my authority in the gospel.
For though I am free from all men, I have 
made myself a servant to all, that I might 
win the more; 
and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that 
I might win Jews; to those who are under 
the law, as under the law, that I might win 
those who are under the law; 
to those who are without law, as without 
law (not being without law toward God,but 
under law toward Christ[d]), that I might 
win those who are without law; 
to the weak I became as[e] weak, that I 
might win the weak. I have become all 
things to all men, that I might by all means 
save some. 
Now this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I 
may be partaker of it with you.
Do you not know that those who run in 
a race all run, but one receives the prize? 
Run in such a way that you may obtain it.
And everyone who competes for the prize 
is temperate in all things. Now they do it 
to obtain a perishable crown, but we for 
an imperishable crown. 
Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. 
Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 
But I discipline my body and bring it into 
subjection, lest, when I have preached to 
others, I myself should become disqualified.

2 CoRINtHIANS 12:7-10
And lest I should be exalted above measure by 
the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the 
flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan 
to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. 
Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord 
three times that it might depart from me. 
And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient 
for you, for My strength is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather 
boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me. 
Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in 
reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in 
distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, 
then I am strong.

1 tHeSSALoNIANS 2:19
For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of 
rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of 
our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?

PHILIPPIANS 4:1
Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, 
my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, 
beloved.

LuKe 15:7
I say to you that likewise there will be more 
joy in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine just persons who need 
no repentance.

1 PeteR 5:4
nd when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will 
receive the crown of glory that does not fade 
away.

ePHeSIANS 4:11-16
And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors 
and teachers, 
For the equipping of the saints for the work of 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 
Till we all come to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect 
man, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ;
That we should no longer be children, tossed to 
and fro and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning 
craftiness of deceitful plotting, 
But, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in 
all things into Him who is the head—Christ— 
From whom the whole body, joined and knit 
together by what every joint supplies, according 
to the effective working by which every part 
does its share, causes growth of the body for 
the edifying of itself in love.

PRoVeRBS 4:7-9
Wisdom is the principal thing;
Therefore get wisdom.
And in all your getting, get understanding.
Exalt her, and she will promote you;
She will bring you honor, when you embrace 
her.
She will place on your head an ornament of 
grace;
A crown of glory she will deliver to you.”

jAMeS 5:7-8 
Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming 
of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the 
precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for 
it until it receives the early and latter rain. 
You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for 
the coming of the Lord is at hand. 

2 tHeSSALoNIANS 3:5
Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the 
love of God and into the patience of Christ.

1 tHeSSALoNIANS 4:13-18
But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest 
you sorrow as others who have no hope. 
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so God will bring with Him those who 
sleep in Jesus.
For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, 
that we who are alive and remain until the 
coming of the Lord will by no means precede 
those who are asleep. 
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, 
and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 
Then we who are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall 
always be with the Lord. 
Therefore comfort one another with these 
words.
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   C.  Joy. 1 Thessalonians 2:19

   D. Holiness. 1 Thessalonians 3:13; 1 John 3:1-3

   E. Confidence. Philippians 1:6; 1 John 2:28

   F. Diligence in service. 2 Timothy 4:1-8

   G. Righteous living. Titus 2:11-14

   H. Faith even in difficult times. 1 Peter 1:5-7

  2.    The rewards you receive on earth are all temporal and will perish. The 
rewards you receive at the Judgment Seat of Christ are eternal and will 
never perish. 2 Corinthians 4:17; 5:4

  3.    By constantly focusing on the Judgment Seat of Christ, you will naturally 
develop a desire to please God rather than men. Developing this attitude 
is the surest way to handle criticism and opposition. 2 Corinthians 5:6-9; 
1 Corinthians 7:23

■  Questions
1.  What group of people will be judged at the Judgment Seat of Christ?

2.   What will you be judged for at the Judgment Seat of Christ?

 A.

 B.

3.   There are some things which you should beware of regarding the Judgment Seat 
of Christ. List them below.

 A.

 B.

 C.

1 tHeSSALoNIANS 2:19
For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of 
rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence 
of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?

1 tHeSSALoNIANS 3:13
So that He may establish your hearts 
blameless in holiness before our God and 
Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ with all His saints.

1 joHN 3:1-3
Behold what manner of love the Father has 
bestowed on us, that we should be called 
children of God! Therefore the world does 
not know us, because it did not know Him. 
Beloved, now we are children of God; and 
it has not yet been revealed what we shall 
be, but we know that when He is revealed, 
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him 
as He is. 
And everyone who has this hope in Him 
purifies himself, just as He is pure.

PHILIPPIANS 1:6
Being confident of this very thing, that He 
who has begun a good work in you will 
complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.

1 joHN 2:28
And now, little children, abide in Him, 
that when[a] He appears, we may have 
confidence and not be ashamed before 
Him at His coming.

2 tIMotHy 4:1-8 
I charge you therefore before God and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the 
living and the dead at His appearing and 
His kingdom: 
Preach the word! Be ready in season and 
out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, 
with all longsuffering and teaching. 
For the time will come when they will 
not endure sound doctrine, but according 
to their own desires, because they 
have itching ears, they will heap up for 
themselves teachers; 
And they will turn their ears away from the 
truth, and be turned aside to fables. 
But you be watchful in all things, endure 
afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, 
fulfill your ministry.
For I am already being poured out as 
a drink offering, and the time of my 
departure is at hand. 
I have fought the good fight, I have finished 
the race, I have kept the faith. 
Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not 
to me only but also to all who have loved His 
appearing.

tItuS 2:11-14
 For the grace of God that brings salvation has 
appeared to all men, 
Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly in the present age, 
Looking for the blessed hope and glorious 
appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ, 
Who gave Himself for us, that He might 
redeem us from every lawless deed and purify 
for Himself His own special people, zealous for 
good works. 

1 PeteR 1:5-7
Who are kept by the power of God through 
faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time.
In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a 
little while, if need be, you have been grieved 
by various trials, 
That the genuineness of your faith, being much 
more precious than gold that perishes, though it 
is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, 
and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

2 CoRINtHIANS 4:17
For our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, is working for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory,

2 CoRINtHIANS 5:4
For we who are in this tent groan, being 

burdened, not because we want to be 
unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality 
may be swallowed up by life.

2 CoRINtHIANS 5:6-9 
So we are always confident, knowing that while 
we are at home in the body we are absent from 
the Lord. 
For we walk by faith, not by sight.
We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be 
absent from the body and to be present with 
the Lord.
Therefore we make it our aim, whether present 
or absent, to be well pleasing to Him.

1 CoRINtHIANS 7:23
You were bought at a price; do not become 
slaves of men.



PAGE 17

NoteS :

4.    The real servants of Jesus Christ will be revealed and the less sincere will be 
exposed. What are two principles to remember concerning this? Give a scripture 
reference for each.

 A.

 B.

5.  There will be rewards available for those who are found to be faithful in their 
service to the Lord Jesus Christ. List the five crowns and describe briefly what 
they are given for.

 A.

 B.

 C.

 D.

 E.

6.  When a Christian focuses his attention on the return of the Lord Jesus Christ, he 
tends to develop some proper character qualities. List them.

 A.

 B.

 C.

 D.

 E.

 F.

 G.

 H.



NoteS :

PAGE 18

7.  What is the difference between the rewards you receive on earth and the ones 
received at the judgment Seat of Christ?

8.  What is the greatest benefit in your life of constantly focusing on the return of 
the Lord Jesus Christ?

9. Briefly explain the primary purpose of this lesson.

■  Key MeMoRy VeRSeS: 2 Corinthians 5:8-9; 1 John 2:28, Luke 16:15

Note: In many churches today, some popular teachings are:

  1. God is going to judge Christians for their sin.

  2.  Christians will be judged for what they have done without regard for their 
motives.

  3. Our rewards and losses are all received in this life.

From the Bible principles taught in this lesson, you should understand that these 
beliefs are false, and why.

● Write any questions you may have concerning the subjects in this lesson.

2 CoRINtHIANS 5:8-9
We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to 
be absent from the body and to be present 
with the Lord.
Therefore we make it our aim, whether 
present or absent, to be well pleasing to 
Him.

1 joHN 2:28
And now, little children, abide in Him, that 
when He appears, we may have confidence 
and not be ashamed before Him at His 
coming.

LuKe 16:15
And He said to them, “You are those who 
justify yourselves before men, but God 
knows your hearts. For what is highly 
esteemed among men is an abomination 
in the sight of God. 


